
FEATURE BIOGRAPHY - HERB DOMAN 

The trouble with legends is that nobody knows they're being created when 

they are. 

Pioneers have the same problem. 

There never was a pioneer who thought of himself as that, a trai I blazer 

from past through present to the future. 

And that's the problem with Harbanse Singh Doman, 56, who has difficulty in 

accepting the fact that through his business acumen he has created and is 

sti I I building a pioneering legend in the forest industry - not just In 

home-base Duncan; not just in British Columbia, or Canada, or the Pacific 

Northwest; but in every part of the world where softwood lumber is sought, 

bought and sold. 

If you suggest the legendary proportions of Herb's rise from the sel fer and 

deliverer of dump truck loads of sawdust or firewood to the head of multi­

faceted Doman Industries, his brown eyes blink while his shoulders shrug in 

disbelief as his mind rol Is back to the day in the mid-forties when, as a 14 

year old, he was told of his father's death. 

With the family to look after, Herb quit school and took his first steps 

along the road destined to lead him to heights then undreamed of -

especially by a young Sikh hooked into an Anglo-Saxon world at a time when 

minorities were not always treated fairly and there was no human rights code 

to say that they must be. 
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