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THE TIMBZR INDUSTRY IN THE WHITE ROCK AREA.
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As the community of “hite Rock becomes imcreasingly urban and
the now vacant lots are rapidly occupied it will become more and more
difficult to xixwt v1suallze White Rock as it was only a half century

ed eight homes over looking the

e

ago. This last week a fire destros
g‘

~

bay. The conflegration uncovered the stump of & giant Douglas fir, Trees
)

L

uch as thispwere hizher than toaay S telep one poles

six feet in girth s
t f'rst sighted continental North America in 1497.

when John Cabo
Stumps still in evidence on uncleared lots and acreage in VWhite Rock remindg
us that South Surrey was once densely covered with somgﬁf the finesﬁ timber
that modern man has ever utilized. '7bday, Yhite Rock property owners regard
the district as residential community and most would prefer to keep
industry at a distance but it was industry — the lumber industry that
gave the district its first impetus in development and sustained it for
three decades while its resort and residential véggges had not yet been
publicized encd exwnloited. Cf the three earliest families to come to
White Rock to homestead two made logging or lumbering an adjunct to
agriculture.

The Roper family came to the White Rock area in 1881 from
Kentucky and homesteaded on a quartei section where Stayte Road and
Campbell @iver Foad meet today, oﬁYhe site now occupied by the 7th Day
Adventist Church, HMrs. Ariminta 9pangler, now a resident of Blaine,
Washington, = daughter of the Ropers was the first white child born
in vhite ﬁock; fobert ﬁoper, the father, died in 1889 but John Christian
Roper, the eldest son, and his brothers, operated a logging camp between

the Fickomekl Eiver and what is now North Biluff Road. At this time the




-ntire southern slope was a soliqhass of beautiful timber, The
Ropers sold a large part of this cut to the Royal City Bawmills.
Oxen were commonly used by the Ropers in their operations. Subsequently
the Gilley Brothers of New Westminster logged along the Northwestern
end of the present “hite Hock area. The oxen, first used, gave way to
horses and donkey engines as the assault on the forests became
more eignsive.

Another pioneer family who engaged early in the timber industry
was the ‘hrifts. Henry Thamas Thrift came to the Hgzelmere district
in 1884 by way of Ontario, California, Victoria and Yale. Before
H.T., Thrift became reeve of Surrey in 1891 he served successively as
municipal clerk, assessor and collector and a mail carrier between
Clover Valley (Cloverdale) Hall's Prairie and.kangley Prairie. In
1902 George Thrift the oldest of the Thrift boys opened a lumber mill

his father.

in the half section property of
In the early logging industry the old Great Narthern Railway

rplayed a major role, v...f"he lumber mill zt Hazelmere shipped both
lumber and logs to New Westminster on the railroad. The Great
Northern carried also cedar bolts,-lé "eet in length to the Royal
City Sawmills %g;gﬁgy for manufact&re into shingles.

My, Thrift, now our Honorary ¢hairman, speaks with pride of the &
fine trees “hat were cut in those days in the 5azelmere districte.
Nearly all of them were 4 to 6 feet in diameter, one measured 9 fget
across. Tie-fhrift mill operated until 1906 when George Thrift opened
the Hazeimere general store and sold his mill %o Earold Hunter and

Frank Fox, two Americankm investors who were to play a prominent

part in the “outh “urrey lumber trade in the next two decades. ZThe
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dazelmere mill operated until it was burned down in 1912. In the

first ten years of the century Funter operated shingle mills also:

a one machine mill on Banford Road not far from the present intersection
of the Cempbeil “iver foad and ‘acific Highway, a three machine plant

where the Sermizhmoc Cabins are today, & three machine mill at Crescent

7

! 2 single machine mill at Colebrooke
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o~ It was in a bunkhouse at one of the Hunter Company mills

that one Japanese shingle bolt cutter murdered another in December, 1909
‘With the destruction of the)ﬂazelmere mill the fox-Hunter

interests decided to rebuild_on a new site at the mouth of the Campbell

River. When the new plant opened in the fall éf 1913 the executive (all

American) included H.W, Hunter of Blaine as president, Frank Fox as

Vice President, K.C. Hunter as secretary, A B, Hunter as Treasurer,

and Fred Hunter as a director. Mr. William Moffatt was chief engineer,

The enterprise began in high hopes of success. The new

extensive plant with its complement ofv150 or more men caused 2

building boom =EBRE alqng the waterfront and at the east end of the

present community area. Many Chinese were employed and were accommodateA

in bunkhouses near where the present Catholic church is on the Indian

reserve and neariﬁhe old dam is at the Campbell Eiver mouth. Although
there was a bunkhouse for the Japanese a number of them built houses
behind where the Park Cafe stands today. A large_deserbed house now

a landmark north of the Sewage.disposal plant was built by a Japanese
worker for kis wife and family. A few East Indians also were employed

at the plant. At first logs continued to come by rail froﬁthe




Hazelmere -- East Kénsington area. Then tirber linits on Hernando
Island and the Golumbia valley in the Sumas, Chilliw~ck area were

utilized. 4
Aftar an auspicious beginning the Cam hell diver Lumher

Company went bankrurt in 1914 and.George Bremner of the Bank of lontreal
in lew estminster was apnointed by the creditors as recelver in charge
of operations, With the improved m rket conditions brought by the war i
in 1914 the indebtedness was sonﬁyiped out and the »nlant returned to the

hands of the cowrany. By 1921 the business was sufficiently established
to warrant extensive. imyrovements, Such aprnaratus as a band head-rig,

band re-saw and a gang saw vere then added to the rlant, In its best
daysthe nlant cut over 150,000 feet of lumher, It had seven Iry kilns a

and with its sizers, 3 matchers and

o

sticizer nroduced all tynes of
dwron31on lumher, shiplap, floring and molding. OSometires in the
ear;y 20's as many as 250 men were emnloyed,. ‘here were often two
shifts operating in the sawmills. +he Canadian »rairie market

took most of the nmills? outnut but many scowloads for exnort were taken
from the end of the mill pier which ran out by the Campbell River
mouth (the stubs of ‘the old pier piling can still Le seen todayle
Lumber for the scows was hauled‘out to the end of the 1600 foot pier
on two itheeled carts drawn by Jjitneys or i&&he Ross carrier purchased
by the mill, A steam crane was inctal led at the pier end for loading
the scowse The scows when loaded were towed b fug boat at high tide
for loadin~ on deep sea vessels at Chemainus, Vancouver or lew
estminster, Some orders, particularly of heavy timbers known as

"Jap sgquares"™ were destined for thelﬂrient. A constant source of
difficulty at néklor end was the danger of the heavily loaded scows
bumpinz the ghal1ov bottom of the bay. HMore than one scow became leaky

or was smashed open by this hazard.




In its last few years operating costs of the mill were increased
" bringing ' . :
by the necessity of swmwing logs from the Chilliwack river area. Timber
was floated down the Veddg; canal to the Fraser then towed dowato_
the mouth of the Fraser and into Semiahmoo bay. ‘The tugs, the Camloco_
] (named after the lumber chpany) and the Almira did the boom haqling.
The lumber company had a breakwater near the river mouth and a dam
at the river mputh to ensure there wopld be enough water for floating
the 1ogs to the edge of the mill where there was a hoist on the river
bank.
When the mill closed in the autumn of 1927 its failure was due
to two causes, the declinfpg in the quality and a regression in the mar;
ket. Many of the fine looking trees cut in the C??mbia valley area and
delivered at great expense to the mill proved to be of such old growth
that they were over;mature. The resulting lumber was stained in
appearance and was graded low by therhigh standards of that period thir%x
years ago when only gqod_lumber was marketable. _The other cause of the
millfs failure was.perhaps even more significant. Harassed to the point
where financial a1 pport was needed until the timber and market problems
Qould'be o lved the company found prospective financiers wary of
an impending depression. Hopeful of obtaining aid from the q§$at .
Northern Railway company to whom it had been a good customer tgz;ghil5;r
years the Lumber compnay found jtself thwarted and driven to terminate
operations. “hen the ﬁlant closed/employees of long standing hung about
for ;2523, sncouraged b%;&ﬁaaéfof a reopening. But the mill was
finsihed for all time. Eradually , its machinery was dismantled and
sold piecemezl to.satisfy creditors. What a fire did not accomplish
in destroying the buildings time and the elements are relentlessly

comrleting. ¥ith The death of the Camvbell River Lumber Company an




»

ra in%hite Rock's development passed away. ;But White Rock is more
fortunate than scores of lumber towns in B(g.,'waéhin@ton and Oregon,
now ghosts of a former existence.

Since 1909 when the Treat Northern had alt:=red its route to
ckirt the margin of the bay many Vancouver and}iew nestminster residents
had heen ex-loring the sea side ¥ esort potentialities of #“hite fock.
gﬁ advertisement in the May 27th edition of the British Columbian
ran as fol_ows, id%a/ .

Nﬂltﬂ Hock, the tigal summer resort . Camping, bathing, fishing,
poating. Four.trains daily each vay. Lo's from $225 to $350. Double
corner 575- $850. Basy terms. White Shiles and Yompany, 028 and 746
Columbia Street, pewW Westminstere. .

White Rock is fortunate in possessing and utilizing the resources

of sconery a@é:a ‘specially vh olesome climate and nearness toO urban
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