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that as far as | am personally concerned, that is o1
of the reasons that 1 am up here, that I do not want
the International Woodworkers to he branded as a
Communist organization hecause there are a0 few
knotheads within it,

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Constitution being asz it
ig, it is that way by referendum vote. The membear-
ship of the Woodworkers made thelr position very
clear as to their leeling about Communist Party
members within the organization, and I would like
to say this, that we heard a lot about tolerance Yeas-
terday. Well, my feeling is this, that as an individual,
if ome of these boys, if that is his belief, okeh; if he
wants to go out here on the street or in the feld
and get on a soeap box and preach to the trees, that
is okeh by me, if he does it as an individual.

But the thing that I do object to, the thing that [
have a right to ebject to, is for that same man, with
those same heliefs, using this organization. the Inter-
national Woodworkers of Ameriea, to further the pro-
gram that he puts before the union,

Now. from the evidence submitted, and further
from that same source we know that in the past
these people have—yes, they have not only at-
tempted, but they have actually used our organization
to further the interests of the Community Party as
such.

And why not* They are not only encouraged to.
They are demanded to. They are shown all the ways
in order to do it within the organization. I would like
to read just briefly one paragraph from the Manual
for Community Club Leaders, one of the documents
that was unged here yesterday, And 1 might say that
it was overlooked yesterday that this was published
by the Communist National Committes in March of
1944, and this is one of the many duties of the
Lahor Chairman within the Communiat Party:
{Reading)

“The Labor Chairman and labor commiltes
should assume responsibility for the aystematic in-
crease in the club membership . . "

this is the Communist Club , , |

“among  trade unionists, discuss with each trade
union club member the recruiting of new members,”

et thils i

“help organize non-Communist trade union discus-
sion groups, small gatherings for” . . .

what for?

“for recruiting as well as giving attention to the
extension of the circulation of the Daily Worker and
The Worker, the systematic distribution of literature,
among non-Communist trade unionists."™

I might say that this is very enlightening, inas-
much as it points out many of the subtlae means of
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working within the organization, going to the point
of where they set up their own clubs, and the way
they would fool the Individual people who  might
come into these clubs.

It says, when the people come to the club head-
quarters . . . “let them find it as simple and whole-
some and unmysterious as their own home, When
they come up, see that someone is immediately as-
signed to welcome them and take them around to
meet others who may be in headquarters at the same
time."

Get this. "Alongside the poster advertising the
Communist pamphlet, let them find a poster telling
them what ration stamps are valid at that time and
when they expire. Alongside the place card announe
Ing the state and city governing officials from your
particular distriet, let them find posted a list of club
activities, such as war bonds, serap drives, hlood-
giving and so forth. A good war poster will tell the
message better than a long slogan. A good anti-Fas-
cist eartoon will eften explain effectively the role of
¥our club in the community. Warm hospitality and
a friendly atmosphere and clean-kept headquarters
will win many new friends for the Communist Club,”

Oh. they are fine people, no question shout it
They wouldn't fool you any, but they would work
within your organization to defeat the very purpose
it was set up for, and to use this organization, ves,
as other trade union organizations have been (T
in the past, to further the interests of the Communist
Party as such.

The Communist Party and the Communizt Politi-
cal Association, all through this and many of their
other books put out by the Communist Party, they
gtate the reason for changing the name and why it is
necessary. It is a grand organization and meets with
the change in times, and the times have now changed
to whera we are political-minded to the extent that
now it is going to be the Communist Political Asso-
ciation. They will continue to work within this or-
ganzation. | say to you that there can be but one
choice among the Delegates, and that is to ol
the decision of the International President and Execuy.
Board, because, as they have gone over the Consti-
tution which has been laid down by the membership
involved, they are duty bound to uprhold it

If we are interested in this organization, as an
organization, to build wages, hours and working con-
ditions, then we must keep it a labor union as such,
without having it used by other individual Preople
who at all times reserve the right to use the organi:
zation for whatever means may be dictated to them
from someone from the Communist Political Asso-
clation,

VICE-PRESIDENT BALLARD: Brother Singh,

BROTHER SINGH: (1-115). Brother Chairman and
Brothers, 1 joined the IWA In 1940, When T joined,
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the Chairman of my ¢lub, or Local, asked me to raise
my hand and take a pledge; and with all sincerity
i my heart. [ took that pledge. He told mea, “Brother,
I weleome you in this Union.” and the duties of this

unton and responsibilities will not interfere in any
way with my civie or religions duties,

For quite a while after that, like many other
members, the so-called stupid members, I didn’t go
through the Constitution as a whole and find out
certain other clauses and now when this issut came
ap, | looked into the dictionary and saw the word
eivie,” It included everything political. Of course, I
don't know if that is Communism or not. but my per-
gonal interpretation is that a person should be free
o belong to any organization which is tolerated hy
the law of the land. The Bill of Rights and the Con-
stitution of Canada recognize or at least tolerate the
Communizt Party or the Communist Association.

It {5 not my purpose to go into that issue.

Before | came into this country about five or six
years ago, 1 knew little about Communism. The only
thing 1 ever heard when | was a child was that the
Communists killed all the priests and all the persons
who say God; that the Communists nationalize and
soclalize everything: and chills used to run through
my spine because | was to some extent and still am
religions.

But | do not know what transpired in this Union
five or six vears ago. | joined, not to debate politics,
red or white. 1 joined so that myself and my fellow
workers could get better wages, healthier working
conditions, and march ahead,

All that I know about Communism is from history
hooks. 1 know none of the struggles that took place
jnside this Union about which the Brothers spoke
yesterday with a great deal of recrimination and
prefudice.,

I know one historie fact which I have gone through
the history books to find, and that is this: since
1917, when Russia came into power, or Soviet Russia
came into power, the world was divided into two
cimps; one was the Communist camp, and the other
wag the anti-Communist camp.

Hitler rose to power. Why? Because the world or
A large part of it would not tolerate Communism, and
e was being promoted to protect it from Commun-
{sm. Japanese militarism was supported and abetted
by other governments on the same basis. Hitler was
glven creditz and was given money and arms to
smash Communism, and he has used that word well.
He said that there was Communism in the Peoples
Hepublic and he had come to destroy that. He again
sdd he was going to march against Communism and
we gave him Czechoslovakia, Austria, all that he
wanted, becausze he was destroying Communism.
Yo, he sald, “Today here we are signing the death

of the Communist Party.” | remember wall that in
1927, in Berlin, three men got together and they said
they were signing the death of the Communist world
and Communism all over, bhut they signed the death
of America amd Britain and all that we stand for.
The izsue was clear-cut; that one issue, the issue of
Communism, brought thizs war about, and just be-
cause the democratic world refused to cooperate with
the Communists becaunse they were the wretches
and evervthing else that was spoken here yosterday,
we refused to cooperate with them, and the result
was this war., Millions of people have already died,
It has taken the blood of 50 million people to drive
home to us the lesson that we have gol to work
together with them In Russia. Fifty million have
already died, and then President Roosevelt, Churchill
and Stalin sit at the same table and decide that we
have got to cooperate, that there is no other way,
Mot that we like each other, but the events of the
world force ng to do that.

Haeg o man got to learn that lesson or not, or do
we still want some more blood?

The issue here iz not just the case of these two
Communists., [ know that the Communists are always
first the scapegoats, second comes the Jews, third
comes the Negroes, fourth comes the Catholics, the
East Indians and Orientals, | know that. That is
a fact.

I am a member of a minority race. Last year the
Labor Minigster in B, C. spoke fome very uncompli-
mentary words about my race. He said they were
cheats, dishonest, and liars and everything in the
books.

What if some of the people here begin to accept
hiz views about my race? Can | not see that that
iz expected, like Communists, like the Jews, that my
race can be branded as that, too, and one by one
they are chucked out as cheats and liars?

1 know that well, because when Hitler started to
clean his house, he said the Communists were the
first, and then the Social Democrats were sitting in
the Reichstagz clapping their hands, “Hooray, he is
killing the Communistz'" But then came the turn for
the Social Democrats, and at that time the Catholics
were applauding Hitler, but then the Catholies camg:
too. Pastor Niemoller went to the concentration
camp Loo,

I say that a member should not be judged or a
person should not he judged from his label, political
label, race or anything else, only judging his activi-
ties inside the Union or inside an organization.

1 haven't heard a single Brother here bring for-
ward any accusation against those three Brothers.
Have they done anything harmiful to the Union?
Bring those concrete facts, then charge the men,
throw them out, do anything, may it be me or any-
one else, :




Someons =aid they are charter members. They
must not he sabotemrs and wretches and their pur-
pose is to destroy thizs Union and usge it, otherwise
they could not have stayed In the Union az long
as they did.

If there iz any record, then bring that record

forward hers in thiz Convention.

Then there are others who say we voted on this
issue s0 many years ago, in 1941, At that time in
District No. 1, and that iz all | know about, we had
around a few hundred members. Now we have 20,000
and those 200000 would like to vote on the issue.

We will not accept the word of any one person or
any bunch of persons on this interpretation. Mo one
person iz indispensable to this Union o any organi-
zation. No group of persons is indizspensable. may
they be Communist or anti-Communist.

The organization az a whole, the membership, is
indispensable, and 1 say that we demand the right
to vote on this issue.

PRESIDENT LOWERY: One minute left, Brother
Singh.

BROTHER SINGH: (1-118). Thank you. In addi-
tion to that, on this same issue of interpretation, [
say that this Issue should he placed before the mem-
bership.

I know three years ago we had (hat election, but
gince then the leaders Churchill and Roosevell have
aeen fit to =it together with them and save the future
of the coming world. It doesn't matter how we feel.
| know some of the Brothers here have been pre-
judiced against certain people. Pritchett did this and
someone else did that, but 1 can assure you In Dis-
trict No, 1 Pritchett has been President and I have
seen his opponents speak on the floor, they have
spoken many times, even monopolize the floor, hut
at no time were they asked to sit down or any-
thing, and we are not dictated by any one person
and we are not going to be, and 1 say that this is an
iszue which must be decided by the rank and file
and nobody else.

I thank you.

PRESIDENT LOWERY: Now, Delegates, if you
will relax for a moment, we will have the Convention
picture taken.

(There wasg a short intermizsion while a Conven:
tion photograph was taken.)

PRESIDENT LOWERY: Convention come to or-

der. The Delegate over here has the floor.

BROTHER ALSBURY: (1-3567). Mr. Chairman,
Brothers and Sisters: Brother Pritchetl spoke yes-
terday representing the delegation from British Col-
umhia. He has the right to represent those that so
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desire, but 1 and others like me are quite capable
of presenting our own case.

I wigh to zpeak in favor of the motion to uphold
the International Executive Board in the decizion
that they made.

The International Executive Board was elected
by the membership, both in Canada and the United
States. Therefore, they must be a respongible body.

The Union has heard a great deal of discussion
on the Constitution., The Constitution was drawn up
in 1937; and, as [ see it, it i3 a good Constitution.
It has done a good job for the workers in the United
States, and what is good for the American workers
is good enough for the Canadian workers.

If we are going to change the Constitution for
every political party that zo desires, we will be sit-
ting in Convention from now till doomsday, writing
Constitutions to suit this one and that one.

The Communizst party and Its members have the
right to belong to that party if they so desire, but
they have not the right to filter into our Unfons and
bore from within and use our Unions for political
Purposes.

The International Woodworkers of America is a
trade union and should be kept as such. Workers
joining this organization should be given the right
to participate in the business and to occupy positions
if they are so elected; but the Communist Party in
British Columbia, as in other countriez, have made
it their busziness to get thelr stooges and followers
into all of the Important positions and use discrimi-
nation against any member who has the fortitude
to stand up and express his opinion as a trade
unionist.

I want to bring a message (0 you Brothers and
Siaters here of the conditions in British Columbia,
and I will tell you they are in a very critical stage.
The workers in this country are just the same as the
workers in your country, They are desirous of or-
ganization. They realize that to try to bargain indi-
vidually iz a thing of the past. Consequently, they
look to trade unionism.

What | am going to tell you as a worker—and
when [ say a worker, I mean one that slaves eight
hours a day and tends to his trade union activities at
night, not while a paid official of the Union. In British
Columbia here we have the Labor Progressive Party,
just another label for the Communist Party. They
seem (o have a mania for changing their label every
=0 often, Nevertheless, they are like a leopard. You
can’'t change the spots.

The workers in this Province ar very desirous of
organization, but 4hey have come to the end of their
rope. They feel that it is useless to pour their money
into zomething” that isn't going to be getting them
anything,




