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Your recovery in and out of the courtroom starts with us. 

Rebuilding lives. Guaranteeing results” 
Mortindale-Hubbell 
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and Legal Ability 

* Slip & Fall Accidents ¢ Disability Claims 

¢ Spinal Cord Injuries ¢ Orthopaedic Injuries 
“LexisNexis® 

480 University Avenue, Suite 1401, Toronto, ON, M5G 1V2 
(Steps away from the courts and major hospitals) 

416-599-8080 1-855-833-1438 

dhimelfarb@himprolaw.com 

www.personalinjurylawyersintoronto.ca 

David Himelfarb Managing Partner 
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வாழ்க நிரந்தரம்‌ வாழ்க தமிழ்மொழி 
வாழிய வாழியவே 

வான மளந்தனைத்தும்‌ அளந்திடும்‌ 
வண்‌ மொழி வாழியவே 

ஏழ்‌ கடல்‌ வைப்பினுந்‌ தன்‌ மணம்‌ வீசி 
இசை கொண்டு வாழியவே 

எங்கள்‌ தமிழ்‌ மொழி எங்கள்‌ தமிழ்‌ மொழி 
என்றென்றும்‌ வாழியவே 

சூழ்கலி நீங்கத்‌ தமிழ்‌ மொழி ஓங்கத்‌ 
துலங்குக வையகமே 

தொல்லை வினைதரு தொல்லை யகன்று 
சுடர்க தமிழ்‌ நாடே 

வாழ்க தமிழ்‌ மொழி வாழ்க தமிழ்‌ மொழி 
வாழ்க தமிழ்‌ மொழியே 

வானம்‌ அறிந்தனைத்தும்‌ அறிந்து 
வளர்‌ மொழி வாழியவே. 

O Canada! 

Our home and native land! 

True patriot love in all thy sons command. 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North strong and free! 

: From far and wide, 

_O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 

~ O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

ட Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 
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5 தமிழரின்‌ குரலாய்‌ விளங்கும்‌ 
£யைக்கொண்ட பேரவைநாடு 
வத தாத்‌ உறுப்பின்ரால்‌ 

தெரிவு ௦ | om 

பக்கச்‌ சார்பற்றுச்‌ 

தமிழர்களின்‌ பங்கே 
முதன்மைப்படுத்துதி 

னடியச்‌ சமூகச்‌ a a 
ரின்‌ 2. பிரச்சினைகளை 

ot வேற்றினச்‌ 
ர்க சமூக, கலாச்சார 

பான்றவற்றை முக்கிய 

யந்த செயற்பாடுகளில்‌ கனடியத்‌ 

ரிலைப்‌ படுத்தித்‌ தீர்வு காண்பதற்குப்‌ 
து செயற்படல்‌ 

சமூக, பண்பாட்டு, அரசியல்‌ 

வண்மை, பால்‌ ஒப்புமை, 

பன்மைநெறி, தொண்டுநெறி விழுமியங்களை மேம்படுத்துதல்‌ 
உ. தமிழ்‌ மொழி மற்றும்‌ பண்‌ BEA], பயன்பாடு என்பவற்றை 

மேம்படுத்துதல்‌  “ 
© கனடாவின்‌ பிற இனப்பண்‌ f வு பூணுதலும்‌ வளர்த்தலும்‌ 
கனடா மற்றும்‌ பன்னாட்டு ிணைந்து, உலகளாவிய தமிழ்‌ 

ளை ஓழிப்பதற்குப்‌ பாடுபடுதல்‌, 
அனைத்துக்‌ குழுமங்களுக்க வாய்ப்பு நாடிப்‌ பாடுபடல்‌, 

சிறப்பாக பால்‌ ஒப்புமை — 
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()” behalf of the Canadian Tamil Congress, I am pleased to wish you all a very Happy Thai Pongal and welcome 

you to our 7th Annual Dinner. Just like “Thanksgiving” is celebrated in North America, Thai Pongal marks the 

harvest of crops and is a time to give thanks to the sun, nature and livestock, as well as the hands that cultivate the 

bounty. Thai Pongal also marks the beginning of the Tamil New Year observed by 80 million ‘Tamils around the world. 

As I look back at 2013, I see a year that was simultaneously very challenging and incredibly fulfilling. We reached new 

heights: this past summer, for the first time in its history the Federation of Tamils of North America (Fe TNA), held 

its 26th Convention in Toronto! The prestigious Fe TNA 2013 was hosted by CTC at the Sony Center in downtown 

Toronto, andwas attended_by nearly 3000 guests from all over the world. 

We also continued old traditions of volunteerism, community outreach and advocacy. In an effort to ensure a productive 

society that upholds Canadian and Tamil values, CTC actively encourages community service and 

youth participation. This year, we raised over $65,000 for the Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation 
தகு in our ரு ae walk-a-thon. To this date, we have raised over உ million dollars for 5 

We are ae incredibly proud 1 our Centré for Leadership and Innovation (CFLI), youth ranging in 

ages from 9 (0.16. றல ered and hosted_a successful tree planting event in October. Whether it 

may be donating 1000. ting School Boards or Police Boards to offer community support, CTC 

remains at the forefront of olunteerism and ees அ... in Canada. 

We also continued to be concerned for thé human rights of Tamils everywhere. CTC has always 

advocated domestically and internationally for our brothers and sisters. From meeting government 

officials in Ottawa, to. hosting key playersand 1 newsmakers in the international human rights arena 

such as Frances Harrison, Callum Macrae and Benjamin Dix, CTC kept our international advocacy 
work-front and center in 2013. We were well represented at the United Nations Human Rights 

Council (UNHRC)an Geneva, Switzerland in March, June and September 2013, and will be there again in March 2014. 

The work we do at CTC would not be possible without the generous support of our members, friends, advertisers, 

sponsors and the community at large. Each and every one of you have helped us in some way - volunteers who dedicate 

countless hours to complete our projects, members who generously finance us to keep the (2102 engine running every 

month with an office and dedicated staff, the advertisers who grace our magazine every year and the sponsors who make 

large donations for various special projects. From our humble beginnings in 2000, CTC would not be where it is now 

were it not for people like you. Thank you! 

As we embark upon this New Year, I see many opportunities and challenges ahead for us. If you are a member, we thank 

you. If you are not a member, please come and join us —and together we will continue to make a strong and positive 

impact on the future of our community. 

On behalf everyone at the Canadian Tamil Congress, 1 once again wish you a very happy Thai Pongal. In ‘Tamil there is 

a saying “Thai Perunthal Vali Perukkum” meaning ‘if the month of January is born, then the way will be shown’. May 

your ‘way’ be a 2014 filled with happiness, good health and prosperity. 

Best wishes, 

45 a TAWArGLNAS inghart 

President, Canadian ‘Tamil Congress 
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THE GOVERNOR GENERAL . LE GOUVERNEUR GENERAL 

It is a pleasure to send greetings to all those celebrating the 

Thai Pongal Festival, presented by the Canadian Tamil Congress. 

The diverse society in which we live is strengthened by the many 

Tamil-Canadians who contribute so much to our nation. It is wonderful that 

we are able to share in the culture of this unique community. The efforts of 

the Canadian Tamil Congress ensure that the vibrant customs associated 

with Thai Pongal, as well as other celebrations, continue to thrive in 

Canada. 

I wish everyone marking this day a very happy Thai Pongal. 

David Johnston 

January 2014 

1 SUSSEX DRIVE - 1, PROMENADE SUSSEX 
OTTAWA * CANADA * KIA OAl *» WWW.GG.CA 
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Ontario 

Premier of Ontario - Premiére ministre de |’Ontario 

January 18, 2014 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER 

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to everyone attending the Tamil Thai Pongal Festival 
and Annual Gala Dinner hosted by the Canadian Tamil Congress. 

As Premier of Ontario, I am proud of the tremendous cultural diversity, 

strength and vitality that is evident in this province. Tamil Canadians 

have contributed significantly to Canada’s diversity and its cultural 
richness, and for that, I am most grateful. 

I would also like to thank the Canadian Tamil Congress for promoting 

several initiatives across Ontario and Canada, including the Tamil 
Canadian Walk-A-Thon for the Canadian Cancer Society, the Tamil 

Canadian Blood donation drive for Canadian Blood Services, and Tamil 

Studies at the University of Toronto. 

Tonight, as you celebrate your festival — a time for thanksgiving, new 

beginnings and renewal, please accept my best wishes for a 
memorable event and for continued success. 

KML Wor 
Kathleen Wynne 

Premier 
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Minister for Multiculturalism Ministre du Multiculturalisme 

Greetings from the Honourable Jason Kenney, PC, MP 

| am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all those attending the Canadian Tamil 

Congress (CTC)'s 7" Annual Gala Dinner. 

Thai Pongal is a time when many Canadians gather to honour their heritage and celebrate their 

achievements. This gala dinner plays a significant role in strengthening the ties among Tamil 

Canadians, and the work of organizations like the CTC is essential to strengthening our 

country’s many ethnic communities and encouraging respect and understanding between all 

Canadians. 

Canada is founded on the principles of diversity and equality of opportunity and we are all, as 

Canadians, proud to build together a strong, pluralistic society where everyone is able to 

succeed and share the benefits of our growing prosperity. As Prime Minister Harper noted: 

“Pluralism is the principle that binds our diverse people together. It is elemental to our civil 

society and economic strength.” q 

As Minister for Multiculturalism, | would like to thank the Canadian Tamil Congress for 

recognizing and supporting the many outstanding members of Canada’s Tamil community and | 

wish you nothing but success in all your future endeavours. On behalf of all Canadians, | wish 

you a wonderful celebration and a safe and prosperous New Year! 

Sincerely, 

The Hon. Jason Kenney, PC, MP 

Minister of Employment and Social Development and 

Minister for Multiculturalism 

Canada 
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Frank Scarpitti 
Mayor MARKHAM 

January 18, 2014 

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR SCARPITTI 

On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, I am pleased to 
extend our best wishes to all those attending the 7" Annual Gala Dinner hosted by 
the Canadian Tamil Congress in celebration of Thai Pongal. 

I had the great fortunate to celebrate Thai Pongal while in Tamil Nadu last year. 
This year, I am proud the share in this celebration in Markham, Canada’s most 
diverse city. 

In Markham, we welcome people from all over the world to make their home in 
our city, and we embrace the many cultures and traditions that strengthen our 
community. 

This annual harvest festival is a special time to give thanks to nature and to 2 
celebrate peace, prosperity, happiness and harmony. x 

As Mayor, I extend best wishes to everyone for a wonderful celebration and a safe 
and happy 2014. 

ட்‌ S com த்‌ 

Frank Scarpitti 
Mayor 

The Corporation of the City of Markham. Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontaric 
Tel 905 475.4872 + Fax 9054797775 - fscarpitti@markham ca + www.markham ca 
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R Sampanthan Sri Lanka 
Member of Parliament January 5, 2014 
Leader of TNA 

It gives me much pleasure to send this message of felicitations to the Canadian Tamil Congress on the 
occasion of their annual Pongal festival 2014. | am informed that this is an event in which Tamils participate 
in large numbers and which is also attended by democratically elected representatives of the three levels of 
government in Canada. This event provides an opportunity for close interaction between all its participants. 

Canada and Sri Lanka have important common structural features. Distinct people with distinct identities, who 
speak different languages, populate the two countries: in the case of Canada - English and French and in the 
case of Sri Lanka - Tamil and Sinhala. These distinct peoples have largely inhabited different areas in their 
respective countries. 

Substantial differences, however, exist in the structure of government in the two countries. Canada has a 

federal structure of government where substantial self-rule is granted to territories enabling the people who speak different languages 
to exercise and enjoy the right to self-determination in their respective areas they occupy within the framework of a united Canada. 
Both English and French languages have equality of status and the policy pertaining to such equality is rigorously and successfully 
enforced. Canadian citizens irrespective of whether he/she is English speaking or French speaking has a sense of belonging and 
feels that he/she is an equal citizen in their own country. 

Very unfortunately, the position in Sri Lanka is quite different. Sri Lanka still has a unitary structure of governance. An inevitable 
consequence of which is that, the community, which is numerically in a majority, enjoys political supremacy. Attempts to resolve this 
conflict through devolution of power to provinces have proved to be inadequate, deficient, not workable and not durable. Attempts 
have also been made by the State to undo such devolutionary arrangements. Elections have been held to the provincial councils. The 
Tamil National Alliance despite these deficiencies has participated in these democratic processes and the verdicts of the Tamil people 
have been overwhelmingly in favour of genuine and adequate sharing of powers of governance. There is clearly a lack of willingness 
on the part of the State to recognize and implement the democratic verdicts of the Tamil people. 

A civil war that lasted for nearly three decades came to an end a few years ago. An end to armed conflict provided an opportunity for 
lasting political and constitutional arrangements that could give an equal status to all its citizens. Despite the cooperation extended by 
the Tamil people and their democratically elected representatives, this opportunity is being frittered away by the Sri Lankan State. 

Violations of International Human Rights Laws and Humanitarian Laws have been rampant. Lands belonging to the Tamil-speaking 
people in the Northern and Eastern provinces are being grabbed by the State and its armed forces on various pretexts. There is a 
deliberate policy being rigorously pursued by the State to change the demographic composition of the northern and eastern provinces 
and the linguistic and cultural identity of Tamil speaking areas. 

It is in this background that this issue is now before the United Nations Human Rights Council. We need to work together to ensure 
that the Tamil people who have lived in Sri Lanka as long as anyone else or even longer are able to live as equal citizens with self 
respect and dignity and in security, fulfilling their legitimate political, economic, social and culture aspirations. 

| wish to convey to the Canadian Tamil Congress and all participants at this event my warm regards and best wishes. 

ian 
4 ண மற்று 

8. Sa an 

Member of Parliament 

Leader of the Tamil National Alliance 
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உலகத்‌ தமிழர்‌ பேரவை 

Global Tamil Forum 

Global Tamil Forum’s message to the Canadian Tamil Congress’ 7 Annual Gala Dinner 

Vanakkam, 

On behalf of the Global Tamil Forum (GTF), | want to extend my greetings and best wishes to you all 

on the occasion of the Canadian Tamil Congress’ (CTC) 2014 Gala Dinner. The Thai Pongol theme 

offers an important opportunity to reflect upon and seek to strengthen our rich Tamil culture. 

| am deeply grateful to CTC and the Canadian Tamil diaspora for all the work you have done and 

continue to do in seeking to achieve reconciliation and peace in Sri Lanka, based on truth and justice. 

As members of the Tamil diaspora, we need to do all we can to protect and support our culture, 

given the continuing injustices faced by so many of our brothers and sisters in Sri Lanka and the 

erosion of their right to express their cultural, religious, and linguistic identity. Tamil heritage in our 

homelands is under existential threat from the Rajapaksa regime through the process of 

Sinhalisation and Buddhistisation. Therefore, it is imperative that the diaspora gives voice to the 

plight of our brethren on the island and we must engage concertedly with governments, 

parliamentarians and international organisations to end these human rights violations. 

In addition, 2014, and the forthcoming UN Human Rights Council Session in March in particular, will 

be a crucial moment to secure an independent, international inquiry, which can credibly investigate 

the conduct of the final months of Sri Lanka’s civil war. The establishment of such a mechanism, 

under UN auspices, is imperative to ensure truth and justice for the tens of thousands who perished, 

as well as to help lead the way towards a brighter future on the island. Given Canada’s strong 

commitment to these issues and the country’s important role within the Commonwealth and on the 

international stage, the on-going advocacy work of CTC is crucial in this regard. 

| hope you all have an enjoyable evening. 

My thoughts and prayers with you all, 

Af பவனம்‌ 
Rev. Dr S.J. Emmanuel 

President 

Global Tamil Forum 

Global Tamil Forum (GTF) was established in 2009 by a number of grass-roots Tamil groups following the end of the armed 

conflict in Sri Lanka. It is the largest Tamil diaspora organisation with members drawn from across five continents. GTF is 

committed to a non-violent agenda and seeks a lasting peace in Sri Lanka based on justice, reconciliation and a negotiated 

political settlement. 

Rev. Dr Emmanuel was ordained as a Catholic priest in Rome in 1966. He served the Sri Lankan and Asian churches for many 

years. He was a victim and witness to the armed conflict and war in Sri Lanka. He has worked tirelessly for the Tamil people 

and for a just and peaceful Sri Lanka. 
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Holland Bloorview 

Kids Rehabilitation Hospital Foundation 

2014 Canadian Tamil Congress Gala | Program 

This past year, Holland Bloorview was the beneficiary of the 

fifth annual Tamil Canadian Walk-a-Thon which raised more 

than $65,000 for kids with disabilities. We are so grateful 

because these funds will directly impact the care and services 

our kids receive. To the dedicated volunteers, sponsors and 

community members who supported our cause we want to 

say nandri. 

With your efforts in joining the walk, raising pledges and 

encouraging others to do the same — you are helping us to change the world for kids 

with disabilities. You will help to make possible communications technologies that 

enable children who are unable to speak or move to communication their needs and 

wants. You will help us apply our newfound understanding of the brain to advance 

better treatment for children with autism, cerebral palsy and acquired brain injury. 

Because of you, more kids and families will thrive thanks to our innovative therapies, 

respite programs, life skills and transitional services. 

Without your support, none of this would be possible. On behalf of your Holland 

Bloorview family, | would like to thank the Canadian Tamil Congress and the Tamil 

community for being there for kids with disabilities. 

Nandri, 

௮௩௮3௮ Pater 

Tracey Bailey 

President & CEO, 

Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital Foundation 
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Je are indeed happy to hear that 
y Canadian Tamil Congress is 

celebrating Thai Pongal in Toronto. 
_ Thai Pongal is thanksgiving to 

the Sun who enabled the farmer 

_ to successfully harvest his crop 
around this time. It synchro- 

nizes with the beginning of 

the movement of the Sun 
7 ‘i 

ஆ... 94 : த்‌ 

Pr“ southwards from the Tropic of 

/ அ. Cancer. The journey now on- 

A td டட. wards takes the Sun towards 
ர்‌ ச்‌ - 

the Tropic of Capricorn south 

of the Equator. 

It is said among 

‘Tamils that the birth 

of the month of Thai 

ushers in new vistas and 

hope. We at the North- 

ern Provincial Council 

are truly looking forward 

to a new lease of life in the 

coming months. 

Firstly we had a constructive 

meeting with the President of 

Sri Lanka on the 2nd of January 

to ease out certain constrictions 

that held us administratively. We 

could now presumably function 

with a team of public officers 

prepared to recognize the People’s 

needs and aspirations. 
24252 

Secondly we are to soon identify our 

needs and wants from all our Provin- 

cial Council Members both governing 

Party as well as the Opposition. It 

might be remembered that recently 

we passed our Budget despite its many 

insufficiencies without a division. In 

that regard we are thankful to our 

Chairman Mr.C.VK. Sivagnanam who 

will be attending your Function, for 

having forged a consensus among the 

See page 24 
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ruling Party and the Opposition though 

the latter are few in number. 

Thirdly we are in the process of 

exploring possibilities to engage and 

seek assistance from several sovereign 

Countries as well as INGOs to coordi- 
nate our efforts to provide alleviation to 

the People and their Province in need. 

Fourthly we anticipate greater under- 

standing by the Government in power 

towards our predicament and needs 

which would enable the passage of lar- 

gesse from outside the Country to reach 

us with less red tape and delay. In this 

respect we have been directed towards 

the senior officials of the Treasury and 

others to work in cordiality to usher 

in a better future for our war affected 

citizenry. 

Fifthly we anticipate certain changes 

in the Administrative set up. May be 

we would have a Civilian Governor 

to replace the former Commander of 

the Northern Province soon. We have 

brought to the notice of the President, 

even though we have absolutely nothing 

personal against the present Governor 

we prefer to work with a Civilian Goy- 

ernor. As I said elsewhere we prefer to 

have a Mathematics’ teacher teaching 

Mathematics to our children rather 

than a Chemistry Teacher doing so! 

Lastly but not as a Provincial Council 

but as members of the larger world 

wide ‘Tamil speaking population we are 

looking forward to the fulfillment of the 

Biblical saying “Ye shall reap what you 

shall sow” at Geneva. 

Thus we look forward to this year’s 

Thai Pongal ushering in better times 

for us. 

Of course Nature has not been too kind 

to us this season rains having failed. We 

might have to therefore expect difficult 

times ahead. Adversity helps us to join 

in unity at a time of calamity. Let us 

hope we would face all adversities with 



who are adequately qualified in this 

-gard may consider spending some 

time with us to help us prepare such 

documents. Presently we are in con- 

ultation with UN Agencies to do this 

work for us. 

“May this year 
cement a relationship 

of brotherhood amo 
all sections of the 

Tamil speaking people 

oblivious of Party, 

caste, creed and — 

religious differences. 
Unity is the need of 

the hour” 

Meanwhile micro financing projects 
could be undertaken after identifying 
_areas of need and wants. Many such 

activities are presently undertaken con- 

scious of our past that Jaffna has had 

~an admirable history of success in the 

- Cooperative Sector. It is our desire to 

set up a Trust in this regard to coordi- 

“nate activities. We are in the process 

_of identifying persons of repute well 

_ known for their honesty and altruism. 

‘There is much to be done. Political 

goals while being at the back of our 

minds we must nevertheless ameliorate 

the conditions of our people without 
delay. By pursuing dreams at the ex- 

pense of the regeneration of our people 
we may be left with none in our areas 

to reap the benefits of such pursuits. 

fortitude and courage and be joined — 

as a Nation. We are conscious that our 

Tamil speaking Nation includes our 
brethren from the East as well as our 

Muslim brothers and sisters. May this 

year cement a relationship of brother- 

hood among all sections of the Tamil 

speaking people oblivious of Party, 

caste, creed and religious differences. 

Unity is the need of the hour. There 

is no doubt that infiltrations are being” 

undertaken surreptitiously as well as - 

openly to change the demographic pat- 

tern of the Northern Province. Unless — 

May I wish all of you a very happy, 

prosperous and contented 2014 looking 

forward to working in unison and col- 
laboration in this New Year with every 

single one of you if not directly at least 

in spirit! 

பக டன oy © lyncwaran 

4 ட. ட்ட Chief Minister 
we stand together it is a matter 01 பாம்‌ பிபி 

when the North would be transformed | : 
= Sri Lanka 

into an East to pave way foranon _ 

Tamil administration at the Provincial — 

Council level. : 

In this respect the diaspora has a role 

to play. Apart from the financial and 

infra structural benefits which no 
doubt we do expect from all of you, we 
would want you to adequately educate _ 

our people on the dangers of disunity. 

While we stand disunited our detrac- 

tors would have their opportunity to_ 

transform the ‘Tamil speaking areas i 

backyards of majoritarian manipul 

tions. 

6.4. 
Birra 
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C. Velupillai Kandaiah Sivagnanam has served as a civil 
servant, politician and provincial councillor. 

Mr. Sivagnanam was commissioner of Jaffna Municipal 

Council. After retirement, he contested the 2004 and 

2010 parhamentary elections as one of the Tamil National 
Alliance’s candidates in the Jaffna District. 

Mr. Sivagnanam also contested the 2013 provincial council 

election as one of the Tamil National Alliance’s candidates 
in Jaffna District and was elected to the Northern Provincial 
Council. He took his oath as provincial councillor in front 
of Chief Minister C. V. Wigneswaran at Veerasingam Hall 
in October 2013. He was elected unopposed as Chairman 
of the Northern Provincial Council at its inaugural meeting. 
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Tamil Canadian Community Celebrates Thai Pongal 

January 19th, 2013 — Hilton Suites, Markham 

CTC welcomed a packed house of 1,000 community members and 

political leaders for its 6th Annual Thai Pongal Dinner. The event brought 

together leaders and political representatives from the federal, provincial 

and municipal levels to celebrate Jamil Canadian culture and achievements 

within the Canadian mosaic. Sri Lanka Campaign for Peace and Justice was 

the recipient of the Service Excellence Award and Chief of Police, William 

Blair, received the Leaders for Change Award. CTC also awarded its first 

Living Hero Award to an individual doctor, profiled in Frances Harrison’s 

book entitled “Still Counting the Dead”. The Keynote Address by Mr. Alan 

Keenan was delivered via teleconference. C'TC also presented a cheque for 

the walkathon proceeds to Centre for Addiction and Mental Health. 
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CTC Advocacy Team at the 
UN Human Rights Council 
March, June & September 2013 
United Nations, Geneva 

On behalf of Lawyers Rights Watch Canada 

(LRW(Q), Gary Anandasangaree and Vani 

Selvarajah addressed the UN Human Rights 

Council during its 22nd, 23rd & 24th sessions in 

Geneva. CTC’s Sutharsan Vasanthan and Kartiga 

Thavaraj also joined the international team in 

Geneva. Statements delivered to the Council 

repeatedly urged the United Nations and its 

member states to call for independent, international 

investigation into allegations of human rights violations in Sri Lanka. The 

advocacy team lobbied various governments and groups at the UN to advocate for 

the passage of the follow up Resolution on Accountability in Sri Lanka that passed 

in March 2013. LRWC has been actively involved in UN lobbying and advocacy 

efforts on the international level since May 2009. 
ழி 

United som Webcast: webtv.un.o 

CTC Engages With Canadian Officials 
March, September, December 2013 - Ottawa 

CTC directors and staff regularly meet with 

government officials on Parliament Hill to provide 

them with an update on the human rights situation 

in Sri Lanka. In March, September and December 

of 2013, CTC met with the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, policy advisors to the Liberals and NDPs as 

well as national medial outlets in Ottawa. CTC also 

regularly meets with foreign embassies in Ottawa. 

These are important connections that CTC has made 

and ones that we maintain on a regular basis. 

Bowling & Discussion with Benjamin Dix 
April 4th & 7th, 2013 — CTC, Toronto 

CTC hosted a fundraising bowl-a-thon with Mr. Benjamin 

Dix, author and director of The Vanni Project, a fictional 

story grounded on real testimonies, about a Tamil family 

struggling to survive a vicious conflict and the rippling 

effects of the war in the years that followed. CTC ்‌ 

successfully raised over $4,000 and later met with Mr. Dix, : = at the C'TC office 

to learn more about his project and to raise awareness. Mr. 2 Dix is a former 

UN worker stationed in Sri Lanka and he was one of the last UN workers forced to evacuate Killinochchi in 2008. He has 

been critical of UN’s failure to protect the civilians and has been an important witness for all the UN reports on Sri Lanka 

since May 2009. Mr. Dix also played a key role in all three Channel 4 documentaries exposing Sri Lanka. 



-Rathika Sitsabaiesan M.P. and 
the Scarborough-Rouge River 

Federal NDP Riding Association 

would like to extend warm greetings 

on this special time of year 

for Tamils everywhere! 

Hope this joyous Pongal 

is filled with family, friends, 

health and happiness. 

A ஓஓஓ 
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.. 070 Launches 2018 Walkathon 
April 30th, a Grand Baccus, Toronto 

To a ட. room of supporters, CTC proudly announced the recipient 

of its 5th Annual Tamil Canadian Walk - Holland Bloorview Kids 

Rehabilitation Hospital Foundation, the world’s most innovative and 

advanced pediatric rehabilitation hospital. This year, we welcomed a very 

special supporter, the law firm of Himelfarb Proszanski LLP, who generously 

signed on as the main sponsor of the walk. CTC’s announcement featured 

year old Emma, a Holland Bloorview Ambassador who gave a moving 

ech about her remarkable recovery at Holland Bloorview after a life- 

t re disease left her unable to move or speak. 

Youth Leadership Program Completes Another Successful Term 

May a & December 21st, 2019 

The Centre BG Leadership and Innovation, a brainchild of the Canadian 
Tamil Congress hosted an end of term celebratory event of their Youth 

| eadership Program. The fun filled event was chaired and run by our youth 

and included speeches, presentations, debates, a play and for the first time, a 

short film made entirely by the youngsters. 



Sasi Kunaratnam REMKK 
Independently Owned and Operated 

Real Estate Broker 20a ற்‌ 
REALTOR® 

1] 
ஒ&5। 
KUNARATNAM 

www.futurecondo.ca 

(6ல்‌ 416-358-8638 @ 416-321-2228 

_ e Residential & Commercial Real Estate! 

_ Buying/Selling Resale Homes tte 
& Brand New Condo Investments! = 

11/5: C1 .4Ulat-lechdatclasmeelan| 

்‌_ பப 0-1 larielariimeclan 

Baw இ (a ௯ 

fa வரய Ars 
Hall of Fame 

Ol Gimetsne OL Gi 264 டது 

2017 2008 2006 - 2013 



ட 
0 

ந. ௮௮௮ 
2, 1 

CTC Attends Berlin Conference 

June 21-23rd, 2013 — Berlin, Germany 

Canadian Tamil Congress President, Raj Thavaratnasingham, attended a confer- 

ence in Berlin, Germany to work on a Common Framework Agreement under the 

Global Tamils Forum umbrella. The team is working with an independent orga- 

nization to come up with alternative constitutional mechanisms ~ in collaboration 

with civil society in Sri Lanka, the TNA and various Diaspora organizations. 

010 6th Annual Blood Donation Drive - July 2013 

The Canadian Tamil Congress, for the sixth year in a row, partnered with Canadi- 

an Blood Services to host a blood donation drive with several clinics open through- 

out the month. Tamil Canadians were urged to be donors for a very worthy cause 

under group name Tamil Canadians and group ID code CANA009345. ‘Through 

the bloodshed of our loved ones during Sri Lanka’s civil war, C'T'C recognizes the 

dire need of such services and encourages Tamil Canadians to give back to our 

Canadian community. 

CTC Hosts Prestigious 26th Annual FeTNA Convention 
July 5-7th, 2013 — Toronto Sony Centre 

The Federation of Tamil Sangams of North America, held its 26th Convention in 

Canada for the first time ever! The successful event was held downtown ‘Toronto 

at the Sony Centre and brought together over 3000 North American ‘Tamils for 

two days of cultural, linguistic and educational events, including performances, 

workshops and networking sessions. [his year, Fe TNA commemorated the birth 

centenary of scholar Father Thani Nayagam with a panel discussion that covered 

various aspects of Rev. Thani Nayagam’s vocation, scholarship and commitment 

to language rights. Fe TNA also hosted a successful Business Forum which was 

attended by professionals from Canada, US, Europe & India. ‘The day long forum 

included several successful Tamil entrepreneurs & professionals including Yogana- 

than Ratheesan, co-owner & co-founder of Lebara Group, Poornima Vijayashan- 

ker, founding engineer of mint.com and Jay Vijayan, CIO of ‘Tesla Motors. Global 

‘Tamils Forum, in collaboration with GTC, screened No Fire Zone, which was 

followed by a O&A session with Director Callum Macrae. Fe’TNA also featured 

the performance of Sivakamiyin Sabadam, choreographed by world-renowned 

dancer Madurai R. Muralidharan, who mentored 125 local classical dancers to 

stage the dance. Singers Mano and Charulatha Mani along with Supersingers, 

Sathyaprakash, Pragathi and Saiesan performed with the AGNI musical group for 

a festive evening of music and dance. 
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010 Remembers Black July ‘83 
July 25th, 2013 — Scarborough Civic Centre 

30 years later, we still remember. As part of our Black July Remembrance 

day, Canadian Tamil Congress invited members, supporters and the 

public to an exhibit at the Scarborough Civic Centre which showcased 

the testimony of Black July survivors. GTC encouraged ‘Tamil Canadians 

to share stories and feelings about the riots on their website and social 

media. The Black July riots that took place in 1983 caused extreme 

hardship for the Tamils and marked the mass exodus of ‘Tamils from Sri 

Lanka. May we always remember. 

Youth Leadership Program's DoCs-DiNe-DaNct! 

July 28th, 2013 — New Jasmine Banquet Hall 

The Centre for Leadership and Innovation’s Youth Leadership Program 

hosted its first dmner and dance event. The event premiered short 

documentary movies made by 35 YLP members via an experimental 

project to surface social issues through visual media. In addition, the 

event had a keynote address, awards ceremony and fine dining followed 

by a dance for youth and adults. The event attracted several supporters 

who helped build youth empowerment and leadership. 
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CTC Engages TNA 

August 10th & November 3rd, 2013 — Toronto 

CTC applauded TNA’ chief ministerial candidate, retired Justice C.V. 

Wigneswaran. We worked closely with and met with leaders to ensure that 

‘Tamils in Sri Lanka took part in the Northern Provincial Council Elections. 

CTC also met with TNA Leader Mr. Sampanthan and Mr. Sumanthiran and 

hosted a dinner to raise funds for the Northern Provincial Elections campaign. 

The meetings also gave C1}C members an opportunity to listen to the TNA’s 

ideas and get clarifications in a private and confidential setting. 

CTC Hosts Prof. Kaori Hatsumi & Rev. Dr. 5.1. Emmanuel 

September 4th, 2013 — Scarborough Civic Centre 

CTC hosted a very important discussion with Dr. Kaori Hatsumi and Rey. Dr, 

S.J. Emmanuel on the anthropological and social justice perspectives on the 

end of Eelam war and its aftermath. Dr. Hatsumi is a visiting assistant profes- 

sor of anthrhopology in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology at 

Kalamazoo College. In her PhD dissertation, she explored the experiences of 

terror and healing among Tamil Catholic victims of civil war. Rev. Emmanuel 

is the President of the Global Tamils Forum and has actively been involved in 

advocating for the rights of ‘Tamils. 

CTC Pays Tribute to a Dear Friend — Sunila Abeyasekara 
September 23rd, 2013 — Scarborough Civic Centre 

On September 9th, we lost a passionate, tireless and courageous human rights 

activist. Sunila passed away after fighting a brave battle with cancer. Sunila was 

a dear friend of GTC and all Tamils worldwide - she spent nearly four decades 

of her life documenting human rights violations in Sri Lanka. Over the years, 

she received many awards for her work, most notably, the UN Human Rights 

Award in 1999. CTC gathered to mourn the loss of one of South Asia’s most 

distinguished human rights activists. 
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CTC Walks in Support of Holland Bloorview to raise $65,000.00 dollars! 
September 15th, 2013 — Thomson Memorial Park 

Thousands of Tamil Canadians and friends joined the 2013 Tamil Canadian 

walk-a-thon in support of Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital. 

The annual 5 km walk also featured a barbecue and games for children and 

adults. Holland Bloorview is the leader in care, research and education with 

kids with disabilities and their families. The Hospital is committed to helping 
kids with even the most severe disabilities live ordinary and sometimes, ex- 

traordinary lives — just like other kids! CTC was proud to have supported such 

a worthy cause and to this date, CTC has raised over '/+ million dollars for 5 

different charities! 

416240 0078 | tamilcanadiamyaty og 
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Screening of “The Ambassador of Tamil” 
September 29th, 2013 — Carlton Cinema 

THANI NAYAGAM: 

AMBASSADOR OF TAMIL ௨ The documentary film featuring the life and contributions of ‘Thani Nayagam 

Adigal, produced by CTC, was selected for screening at the 14th Annual FILMI 

South Asian Film Festival. FILMI is an annual Toronto film festival showcasing 

the best in South Asian cinema from Canada and the world and was held in 

‘Toronto from September 26-29th at Carlton Cinema. 

CTC Meets Senior US Official 

October 2th, 2013 - Washington DC, USA 

Vani Selvarajah, CTC Director and a member of our international advocacy 

team, along with three members of GTF, met with a senior US Diplomat at the 

US State Department in Washington DC to discuss Sri Lankan’s human rights 

record. Given the crucial role US played in the previous UN resolutions passed 

against Sri Lanka and in anticipation of the March 2014 UN Human Rights 

Council session, the team discussed future plans of attaining accountability and 

the importance of keeping Sri Lanka on the international agenda. 

CTC Meets Erik Solheim = 
October Sth, 2013 — Four Point by Sheraton, Mississauga 

CTC officials informally met with former Norwegian Chief negotiator to Sri 

Lanka, Mr, Enk Solheim, during the beginning of the UN session in New York 

in September. Subsequently in October, CTC hosted a dinner meeting with Mr. 

Solheim. He was a former Minister of International Development and Minister 

for Environment of Norway and is currently serving as the new chair for the 

Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development’s Development 

Assistance Committee. 150 C1C members and supporters gathered to have a 

frank discussion with Mr. Solheim about his thoughts on any political solution/ 

negotiations in Sri Lanka. 
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CTC Plants Hundreds of Trees in Remembrance 
October 13th, 2013 - Bob Hunter Memorial Park 

CTC and CFLI joined hands to plant more than 320 trees in the Bob 
Hunter Memorial Park in Markham! Rouge Park provided logistical 
support and also shared their extensive knowledge of the park and the 
benefits of reforesting. Despite the weather, many Tamil Canadians from 

all ages contributed to the future of Rouge National Park. The large 

turnout proved the Tamil Community’s commitment to protecting and 

conserving the environment for its future generations. 

Hangkhai Thamilar Sangam/USTPAC AGM: 
November 161 - 2nd, 2013 — New Jersey, USA 

A three member CTC team attended the Ilangkhai Thamilar Sangam/ 

USTPAG annual general meeting in New Jersey. The team discussed 

issues affecting Tamils in Sri Lanka and took part in a forum attended by 

many Tamil organizations, including the TNA. CTC works closely with 

USTPAG in its international advocacy efforts in Geneva. 
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Tamil Canadian protest in solidarity 
with Tamils in the North & East of Sri Lanka 

November 14th, 2013 — Sri Lankan Consulate, Toronto 

In conjunction with the protests of people within Sri Lanka against 

the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), CTC 

and many other organizations came together to organize a large joint 

protest in Toronto, in front of the Sri Lankan Consulate. Everyone 

protested the decision to hold CHOGM in Sri Lanka and to highlight the 

ongoing human rights violations there. Despite important leaders from 

countries like Canada and India not attending CHOGM, the meeting 

unfortunately proceeded in Golombo, Sri Lanka from November 15- 

17th, 2013. 

CTC Bids Farewell to South Africa’s Greatest Son - Nelson Mandela 

December 6th, 2013 — South African Consulate, Ottawa 

On December 5th, the world lost a remarkable human being and one 

of the most beloved leaders of the 20th century. CTC President and 

Officials laid flowers and personally handed over a letter of condolence 

on behalf of the Tamil Canadian community to South Africa’s High 

Commissioner to Canada at the South African High Commission in 

Ottawa. ‘As we celebrate the life of a truly courageous individual who 

touched the hearts of thousands of people worldwide, let us continue to 

be inspired by his resolve to ensure a peaceful and just society for all’, the 

letter read. While the world may have lost one of its great moral leaders, 

may his legacy of hope, reconciliation and forgiveness live on. 

CTC Writes for Rights 
December 8th, 2013 - CTC Toronto 

In anticipation of International Human Rights Day on December 10th, 

2013, CPC and CFLI hosted Amnesty International’s Write for Rights 
event - the world’s largest letter writing event! Community members 

including our youth celebrated the anniversary of the UN Declaration 

of Human Rights. They read through cases of current human rights 

violations and expressed their concern in handwritten letters. 

CTC Need You! 
CTC periodically meets and provides updates with concerned 
government departments, various political party and media officials both 

within and outside Ottawa. In the recent past, CTC officials have met 

with various foreign embassy officials, chiefs of various school boards, 

officials of various police forces and other agencies that help ‘Tamils 

both in Canada and Sri Lanka. CTC remains committed to remaining 

engaged and furthering these valued relationships. We encourage you to 

join our team! இ 
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The Leaders for Change Award honours the unique contribution of an indwidual 
who through his or her exceptional vision, perseverance and commitment has redefined 
or strengthened the need for change tn our society. The reciprent of this award will be 
someone who has demonstrated an effort to strwe for change in a way that positwely 
impacted the lives of others. This award recognizes a determined indwidual whose 
efforts are characterized by a dedication to leadership, a vision for change and a desire to 
enhance the lives of others. 

2014 Award Recipient: 
Professor Craig Scott, M.P. Toronto-Danforth 

Prof. Craig Scott is an ardent human rights lawyer and currently serves as 
the Member of Parliament for Toronto-Danforth. He 1s also the Official 
Opposition Critic for Democratic and Parliamentary Reform. Until his 
election, he was professor of law at Osgoode Hall Law School and, prior 

to that, professor of law at the University of Toronto, Faculty of Law. 

As a human rights lawyer, Prof. Scott has spent years promoting Justice 
in places like Sri Lanka, South Africa, Honduras and Afghanistan. Prof. 
Scott has been a strong advocate on anti-poverty issues and Aboriginal 
rights, and has done ட! work on the issue of Ganada’s transfer 
of detainees in Afghanistan to risk of torture. In recent years, Prof. Scott 
worked on issues such as accountability for human rights violations 
and environmental harms committed by Canadian ye in other 
countries. 

Prof. Scott has been more than a parliamentarian for lamil Canadians 
~ he has been a dear friend. He has often voiced his concerns over the 
human rights situation in Sri Lanka and has advocated for the Tamil 
people, both on and off Parliament Hill. He co-founded the Sri Lanka 
Campaign for Peace and Justice, an extremely active and effective 
advocacy group, and played an active role on its த Council until 
stepping down when elected to Parliament. 

Prof. Scott has dedicated his life to an incredible display of leadership 
and devotion to the betterment of the Canadian community. We, as 
Canadians, are proud to have a friend like Prof. Scott and look forward to 
standing alongside him in his fight to defend human rights. 
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டு ன்‌ ஆபிரிக்காவிலே 
நிறவெறி கொண்ட 

அடக்க்முறை அரசுக்கெதிராக 
போராடி 27 ஆண்டுகள்‌ சிறை 

. வாசத்தையும்‌ பல இன்னல்களையும்‌ 
அனுபவித்தார்‌ மா மனிதர்‌ மன்டேலா. 
இன்று மனிதநேயத்தையும்‌, 

தனிமனித சுதந்திரத்தையும்‌ 
பெற்றுகொடுத்து. தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்க 
கறுப்பின மக்களை மட்டுமல்லாமல்‌ 
உலகுவாழ்‌ மக்களனைவரரயும்‌ 
சுதந்திரமாக தலை நிமிர்ந்து நடக்க 
வித்திட்ட பெருந்தலைவன்‌ இன்று 
விதையாகிப்போனான்‌. இதுவரை 
எந்த அரசியல்‌ தலைவருக்கும்‌ 
இல்லாத அளவு உலக நாட்டு 
தலைவர்கள்‌ பலர்‌ அன்னாரின்‌ 
இறுதிக்கிரியையில்‌ கலந்து 

அஞ்சலி செலுத்தியமை உலக 
சரித்திரம்‌ காணாதவை. ஆபிரகாம்‌ 
லிங்கனுக்கும்‌, மகாத்மா காந்திக்கும்‌ 
நிகரான தலைவர்‌ என்று வரலறு 
ஒப்புக்கொண்ட தலைவராக நெல்சன்‌ 

. மண்டேலா அவர்கள்‌ புகழ்‌ என்றும்‌ 
வாழும்‌. 

இவர்‌ நெல்சன்‌ றொனிலோலா 
மண்டேலா அவர்கள்‌ கட்லா ஹென்றி, 
(08019 Henry Mphakanyiswa) நொஹாபி 
நொஸ்கெனி (Nogaphi Nosekeni),, 
தம்பதியினருக்கு மகனாக ஜுலை 
18, 1918 ல்‌ முூுவேசொ (Mvezo) 
எனும்‌ இடத்தில்‌ கேப்‌ மாகாணத்தில்‌, 
தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்காவிலே ஒரு 
செல்வசெழிப்புமிகுந்த குடும்பத்தில்‌ 
பிறந்தார்‌. இவருக்கு உடன்‌ 
பிறப்புக்கள்‌ பத்தாகும்‌. இவர்‌ 
ஆபிரிக்க குடிகளில்‌ ஒன்றான 
தெம்பு (Thembu) இனத்தில்‌ 
பிறந்தவர்‌, இவர்கள்‌ பேசிய 
மொழி கோசா(0480) எனப்படும்‌. 

இவர்களினத்தில்‌ முதன்‌ முதலில்‌ 
படிக்கச்சென்றவவரும்‌ இவரே. 
அச்சமயம்‌ ஆங்கிலம்‌ படிக்கச்சென்ற 
வகுப்பில்தான்‌ இவருக்கு இடப்பட்ட 

பெயர்தான்‌ 
நெல்சன்‌ 
என்பதாகும்‌. 
-ரோலிலோலா 
என்பதன்‌ 
அண்ணளவான 
பொருள்‌ 
கலகக்காரன்‌ 

என்பதாகும்‌ 
(Trouble 
maker). இவர்‌ 
சட்டம்‌ பயின்ற 
போதுதான்‌ 
சக வெள்ளை 
மாணவன்‌ 
ஒருவனின்‌ 

மீது இவரது 
உடையின்‌ 

ஒரு சிறு நுனி பட்டுவிட்டதனால்‌ 
அவன்‌ தனது வெறுப்பையும்‌ 
அருவருப்பினையும்‌ 
வெளிப்படுத்தினார்‌. பின்‌ அவ 
மானப்படுத்திய போதுதான்‌ 
மன்டேலா அவர்கள்‌ முதன்முதலாக 
நிறவெறியின்‌ வெளிக்காட்டலை 
அறிந்து கொண்டதனை தனது 
சுய வரலாற்றில்‌ குறிப்பிட்டுள்ளார்‌. 
தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்காவில்தான்‌ மகாத்மா 
காந்தியும்‌ புகையிரத வண்டியின்‌ 

முதல்‌ வகுப்பு பெட்டியிலிருந்து, “நீ 
இந்தப்பெட்டியில்‌ பயணம்‌ செய்ய 

தகுதியற்றவன்‌” என்று, அன்று 
வள்ளையர்களால்‌ பலாத்காரமாக 

வெளியேற்றப்பட்டார்‌, இதனை 
இந்தவேளையில்‌ நினைவுகூர்தல்‌ 
சாலச்சிறந்ததாகும்‌. 

தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்காவில்‌ வந்தேறிய 
வெள்ளையர்கள்‌ ஆயுதங்களால்‌ 
அம்மக்களை அடக்கியொடிக்கி 
அங்கு பாரம்பரியமாக வாழ்ந்து 

வந்த கறுப்பின மக்களை, அடிமை 
களாகவும்‌ அரை வயிற்றுக்கு 
உழைக்கும்‌ கூலிகளாகவும்‌ 
பாவித்து வந்தனர்‌. மந்தைகள்‌ 
போல்‌ வாழ தனி குடியிருப்புக்கள்‌, 
பள்ளிகள்‌, உணவு விடுதிகள்‌ 
யாவுமே கறுப்பின மக்களுக்கென்று 
தனியாக ஒதுக்கியிருந்தார்கள்‌. 
வெள்ளையர்கள்‌ வாழும்‌ சாலை 
களிலே கூட நடக்கமுடியாதபடி 
ஒடுக்கப்பட்டிருந்தனர்‌. இதே நிலை 
இன்னும்‌ சில இடங்களில்‌ நமது 
பாரத தேசத்தினில்‌ 
சாதியம்‌ என்ற 
கொடுமைகளினால்‌ 
உயர்‌ சாதியினர்‌ 
வாழும்‌ 
கிராமங்களினூ 

டாக தரம்‌ குறைந்த 
சாதியினர்‌ என 
வரையறுக்கப்பட்ட 
மக்கள்‌ தோளில்‌ 
துண்டும்‌. காலில்‌ 
பாதணி அணிந்து 
கொண்டோ செல்ல 
முடியாத அவலம்‌ நம்‌ 

Ls 

அயலிலும்‌ இன்றும்‌ நடைமுறையில்‌ 
இருப்பது மிக வேதனையான 
விடயமாகும்‌. 

1943 களில்‌ மண்டேலாவின்‌ 
போராட்டம்‌ தொடங்கியது எனலாம்‌. 
முதலில்‌ பேருந்து கட்டண உயர்வை 
எதிர்த்து மக்களைத்திரட்டி போராடி 
வெற்றியும்‌ பெற்றார்‌. இந்த சம்பவம்‌ 
அவருக்கு ஒரு ஊக்க சக்தியாக 
அமைந்தது எனலாம்‌. கறுப்பின 
மக்களும்‌ மனிதர்களே, அவர்களும்‌ 
கெளரவமான வாழ்க்கையை வாழ 

See page 57 
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ஊரு 

The burden of budget that just won't balance 

takes its toll, not just on you, but on your 

whole family. 

Goldhar’s unique shed the debt™ strategy can இ 

help you rebalance your financial situation to 

give you more cashflow and less debt. 

It's actually a smart financial choice. Why not 
+ get started now? 

Call to arrange your no cost, no obligation 

confidential consultation. 

OMMIRA 
Jewellery Inc 

Tel: 416-297-6472 
- 6065 Steeles Ave E, Unit E2, 
(Purple Building) 

| Scarborough, ON M1X 0A8 

www.ommirajewellery.com 
ommira_jewelleries@hotmail.com 



£லும்‌, ம ்‌னிதநேய 
Pee பெரு முயற்சி 

ae ரம்‌ - என்பது 
ட்டில்‌ ரொட்டியோடு 

... என்பதனையும்‌ 
ளுக்கு மிக ஆழமாக ்‌ 

£ மனதில்‌ பதியச்செய்தார்‌. ( A ந 

பலமான நியாய 
பக்கம்‌ இருந்தே 

ம்‌, மனதில்‌ எவர்‌ மீ 
கவும்‌ பயின்றதோடு, என்பதே இல்லை 
oot போராளிக்கான நண்பர்கள்‌ கூறு 

அப்பால்‌ பெ “ஒரு மனிதன்‌ தன்‌ மொழி, இனம்‌, 
பொருளாதாரப்‌ பாகுபாடுகளைக்கூட 
மறைத்து வாழலாம்‌. ஆனால்‌ உடலின்‌ 

நிறத்தை மறைத்து வாழமுடியாது. 
நாங்கள்‌ அவ்வளவு இழிவுகளையும்‌ 
துயரங்களயும்‌ வேதனையோடு 
சுமந்து வாழ்ந்தவர்கள்‌. எம்‌ கறுப்பின 
மக்கள்‌ இனி யாருக்கும்‌ அடிமை 

இல்லை. இனி அவர்கள்‌ இந்த 
நாட்டில்‌ சுதந்திரமாக நடமாடலாம்‌. 
பேசலாம்‌, பாடலாம்‌, சமமாக 

பயணிக்கலாம்‌, சமமாக இருந்து 
உண்ணலாம்‌. இந்த பரந்த வெளியில்‌ 
நிலவப்போவது இனி சமாதானமே” 

என்று கூறினார்‌. 

தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்காவில்‌ இருந்த நிற 

வெறி போன்ற வெவ்வேறான 
பலவித அடக்குமுறைகள்‌ வெவ்‌ 
வேறு வடிவங்களில்‌ உலகில்‌ பல 
தேசங்களிலும்‌ நடைபெற்றுக்‌ 
கொண்டிருக்கின்றன. அம்மக்களும்‌ 

தங்கள்‌ விடுதலைக்காக போராடிக்‌ 
கொண்டுதான்‌ இருக்கின்றார்கள்‌. 
மனித உரிமை ஆர்வலர்களும்‌ 
தங்கள்‌ முன்னெடுப்புக்களை செய்து 
கொண்டிருக்கும்‌ வேளையில்‌, 
ஆளும்‌ அரசுகளும்‌ தங்கள்‌ மாயா 

ஜால வித்தைகள்‌ மூலம்‌ தங்கள்‌ 
அரசினை மனித நேயமிக்க அரசாக 
உலகிற்கு காட்ட முனைந்து 
கொண்டிருக்கின்றன. இந்த வகையில்‌ 

எமது தமிழ்‌ மக்கள்‌ ஈழத்திலே 

ர பராபர 
ale காங்கிரஸ்‌ 

த்தது... 1962ல்‌ மண்டேலா 
கைதுசெய்யப்பட்டு 
டப்பட்டார்‌. 1956 முதல்‌1961 
$்துரோக வழக்கில்‌ 
து. 'வெள்ளை அரசினால்‌ 

தலைவன்‌ என்ற 
ட்‌ fi See page 5S 

கெங்கும்‌ பரவியது. உலக See page 59 



ie an Insurance Advisor 
அஜி 

உ Life Insurance உ Mortgage Insurance உ Group Benefits 

© Critical Illness Insurance © RESP. RRSP, Investments உ Health & Dental plans 

உ Non-Medical Insurance உ Long Term Care Insurance —® Disability Insurance 

Become an Insurance advisor with Life100 and earn more 

A winning partnership 

Professionalism | Intergrity | High Standards 

Sritharan Thurairajah cw, cus 
Charted Life Underwriter, Certified Health Insurance Specialist 

ர்‌ ஓ [1 டட தை 

்‌ ட்‌ Fe J டப்‌ ect 416.918.9771 
Business: 41 6.321 -2500 

INSURANCE & INVESTMENTS INC Web: www.life100.ca, E-mail: info@life100.ca 
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படுகின்ற அவலத்தினையும்‌ சொந்த 
' மண்ணிலே சுதந்திரமாக உழைகக்வும்‌, 
' உண்ணவும்‌, உறங்கவும்‌, முடியாத 
சூழ்நிலையில்‌ உள்ளனர்‌. 

| உடமைகளையும்‌ உற்றார்‌, 
உறவுகளையும்‌ இழந்து தங்கள்‌ 

்‌: மண்ணில்‌ ஆதரவற்ற நிலமையில்‌ 
வாழ்கின்றனர்‌. நம்‌ உறவுகள்‌, 

: புலம்பெயர்ந்து வாழுகின்ற 
' தங்கள்‌ உறவுகள்‌, தங்களை 
ஒருபோதும்‌ கைவிடமாட்டார்கள்‌. 

। தங்களுக்கோர்‌ சுதந்திரமான 
' விடியலை உலகநாடுகளின்‌ 
| உதவியுடன்‌ பெற்றுத்தருவார்கள்‌, 
, என்ற மாறாத நம்பிக்கையுடன்‌ 

பதுவை வ க வைக ககக வயப் வக ணய அவையவை அவக அமை 

சகல அச்சுறுத்தல்களையும்‌, 
அவமானங்களையும்‌ தாங்கிக்‌ 
கொண்டு நடைபிணமாக வாழ்ந்து 
கொண்டிருக்கின்றார்கள்‌. இதனை 
நாமனைவரும்‌ அறிவோம்‌. இந்த 
வேளையிலே புலம்‌ பெயர்ந்து 
வாழும்‌ நாமும்‌ மனித நேயத்தோடு 
சிந்தித்து மனிதநேய ஆர்வலர்களோடு 
ணைந்து செயலாற்ற வேண்டிய 

தருணமிதுவாகும்‌. 

“எல்லோரும்‌ இன்புற்றிருக்க 
நினைப்பதுவே யல்லாமல்‌ 

' வேறொன்று அறியேன்‌ பராபரமே.” 
்‌ என்கிறார்‌ தாயுமானவர்‌. 

்‌ மற்றய உயிரினங்கள்‌ தங்கள்‌ 
உணவுக்காக மாத்திரமே பிற 
உயிரினங்களை கொல்கின்றன. 

. ஆனால்‌ ஆறறிவு படைத்த 
மனிதனோ அதிகாரம்‌ ஆசை 

ஆணவம்‌ கோபதாபங்கள்‌ 
போன்ற பல காரணங்களினால்‌ 
தன்னினமான மனித உயிர்களை 
கொன்று குவித்து, இம்சைப்படுத்தி 
இன்பம்‌ காண்கின்றான்‌. என்ன 
வேதனை? இங்கேதான்‌ ஒரு கேள்வி 

. எழும்புகின்றது. 

ஒரு தனி மனிதனின்‌ பிறப்பில்‌ 
நிற, மொழி, மத, சாதிய 

. உயர்வு தாழ்வுகளை அவனாக, 

அவளாக தேடியோ வரம்‌ 
பெற்றோ இப்பூவுலகில்‌ வந்து 

.. பிறந்ததில்லையே. அப்படியிருக்கும்‌ 
போது அவனிலோ அவளிலோ 
எப்படி குறைகூறமுடியும்‌. ஓர்‌ 
ஆணும்‌ பெண்ணும்‌ கலவியில்‌ 
சேரும்‌ பொழுதுதானே ௧௬ 

உருவாகுகின்றது. கரு வளர்ந்து முழு 
உருப்பெற்று பிறந்த பின்னர்தான்‌ 

அவனோ அவளோ யார்‌ அவரென 
அடையாளம்‌ காணப்படுகின்றார்கள்‌ 
இல்லையா? இந்த நிலையில்‌ எப்படி 
ஏற்றத்தாழ்வுகளையும்‌ இன்ன பிற 
பிளவுகளையும்‌ எடை போட முடியும்‌. 
ஆகவே சிந்தனா சக்தி பெற்ற 
இனமே நாம்தான்‌ மானிடர்‌ மத்தியில்‌ 
மனிதநேயமுடையவர்களாக வாழ்ந்து 
சேர்ந்து மனிதநேயப்பண்புகளை 
கட்டியெழுப்பி ee வலுச்சேர்க்க 
வேண்டும்‌. 

தென்‌ Leas நிறவெறி 
போன்று இலங்கையில்‌ மத, 
மொழி வெறி, போருக்கு 
பின்னும்‌, இன்று வரையும்‌, 
சமாதான நிலையை அடைந்ததாக 
இல்லை. ஆக்கிரமிப்புக்களும்‌, 
ஆட்கடத்தல்களும்‌ கொலைகளும்‌, 
மிரட்டல்களும்‌ தொடர்ந்து 
அரங்கேறிய வண்ணமாகவே உள்ளது. 

தென்ன ரிநித்து ட "நிறவெறி 
தலைவிரித்தாடியபோது மன்டேலா 
அவர்களின்‌ தலைமையில்‌ 
உரிமைப்போர்‌ தொடங்கியது. 
ஐக்கிய நாடுகள்‌ சபை, மனித 
உரிமை அமைப்புக்கள்‌ போனற 
பன்முனையான செயற்பாடுகளின்‌ 
கூட்டான முயற்சியால்தான்‌ இந்த 
வாழ்வு அவர்களுக்கும்‌ கிடைத்தது. 
இலகுவில்‌ அல்ல மிக நீண்ட நெடிய 
போராட்ட பயணத்தின்‌ பின்னர்தான்‌ 
அந்த நாட்டு சகல மக்களும்‌ சுதந்திர 
காற்றை சுவாசிக்கின்றார்கள்‌. இந்த 
நிலையில்‌ நமது மக்கள்‌ எப்போது 
சுதந்திரமாக வாழப்போகிறார்கள்‌? 
அந்த நிலமையினை விரைவில்‌ 

எட்ட நாம்‌ என்ன செய்யவேண்டும்‌? 
என்று நாம்‌ ஒவ்வொருவரும்‌ சிந்தித்து 
செயலாற்ற முடியும்‌ என உறுதியாக 
நம்புவோமாக. 

“ஒன்றுபட்டால்‌ உண்டு வாழ்வு” 
என்று இளமையில்‌ கற்றதேயன்றி 
நடைமுறையில்‌ என்வாழ்வில்‌ 
கண்டதில்லை. ஏன்‌ இந்த முரண்‌? 
நாம்‌ கருத்தால்‌ ஒன்று பட்டுவிட்டால்‌ 
தலமை ஒன்றே என்ற நிலமை 
மாறிவிடும்‌. நாமொருமித்த கருத்தோடு 
விடுதலையை நோக்கிய பயணத்தில்‌ 
ஒன்றுபடுவோமாயின்‌ அல்லலுறும்‌ நம்‌ 
உறவுகள்‌ விடியல்‌ வெகு தூரத்தில்‌ 
இல்லை. எண்ணங்கள்‌ ஒன்றாகின்‌ 
பிளவுகள்‌ இணைந்துவிடும்‌. சிறு 
சிறு குழுக்களாக இயங்குவ 
தில்‌ தவறில்லை. சமூகம்‌ 
சார்ந்த விடுதலை போன்ற 
பொதுவிடயங்களில்‌ ஒன்றுபட்டு 
முரணான விடயங்களை எல்லோரும்‌ 
கலந்து பேசி அலசி ஆராய்ந்து 
சரியான முடிவை ஏகோபித்த 

ஆதரவுடன்‌ நடைமுறைப்படுத்தும்‌ 
போது தான்‌, பொது மக்க 
ளின்‌ ஆதரவும்‌ பெருகும்‌, நாம்‌ 
மேற்கொள்ளும்‌ குறிக்கோளும்‌ 
நிறைவடைய சந்தர்ப்பங்கள்‌ 
அதிகமாகும்‌. 

உங்களுக்கும்‌ இக்கருத்துக்கள்‌ 
தெரிந்தவைதான்‌. இங்கு 
யான்‌ கூட்டவும்‌, கழிக்கவும்‌, 
பெருக்கவும்‌, பிரிக்கவும்‌ இல்லை. 
ஆனால்‌ இது ஒரு மீட்டலேயன்றி 
வேறொன்றுமில்லை. இ 

தமிழ்‌ ஆர்வலரும்‌ சமூகத்‌ தொண்டருமான 
திரு. சிவா வேலுப்பிள்ளை, கனடிய 
தமிழா. பேரவையின்‌ ஒரு நிரவாக 
இயக்குனருமாவார்‌. 
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Current practices there does not give 

much consideration to this aspect. 
_ Shifting this paradigm is more 

important in Sri Lanka than anywhere 

_ in the world as the island is recovering 

from thirty years of devastation and the 

economic activities have no where to go 

but to increase. 

Most of the infrastructure that was 

damaged by the war have since been 

restored and the island 

is ready for the next 

level of progress. ‘This 

juncture 15 critical, as 

it will define the future 
of our motherland. 

For generations, the 

human race has used 

the sun’s energy for 

various purposes. 

We ‘Tamils have the 
Pongal festival to 

4 i 

give thanks for the energy that the 

sun has provided, Currently, we even 

have technology that can put the sun’s 
energy in use for making electricity, 

heating water and cooking. Global 

warming and depletion of tradition 

energy sources have made us realize 

that our current way of living is 

not sustainable. Conservation and 

optimizing the use of energy coupled 

with changes in how electricity is 

nerated have become popular 

See page 63 
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ட prompted the Sri Lankan government 

_ shut down coal power plants to reduce 

Continued from page 61 

discussions. Following these paths, our 

own province of Ontario has already 

the risk of global warming. Countries 

like Germany and Japan have already 

committed to not build nuclear power 

plants; instead, they will increase 

electricity generation from renewable 

sources - solar, wind. 

Motherland has no oil, gas or coal 

resources and all available hydro 

resources have been tapped. This has 

to address the shortage with coal power 

plants. As people recover from 30 years 

A+ ACHIEVERS ACADEMY 
566 Parliament Street, Toronto (Wellesley & Parliament) 
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Reading & Writing, English, Math, Science, Calculus, 

Functions, Physics, Accounting, ESL, Basic Computer lessons 

EQAO Exams preparation, OSSLT Exam preparation 

Home work Help 
Toronto:Mon,Wed,Friday:4:30pm - 6:00pm/ 6:00pm — 7:30pm 

Sunday:9:00am — 10:30am/ 10:30am — 12:00pm 

Mississauga:Tues, Thursday:4:30pm - 6:00pm/ 6:00pm — 7:30pm 

Saturday: 9:00am - 10:30am/ 10:30am — 12:00pm 
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Bridget Susi Antony: 41 6-579-3696 Jeyarajah: 41 6-432- 

can also eliminate the infrastructures 

required with traditional electric 

_ generating systems. Technologies are 

now available to start a small micro 

_ grid level to provide the features of a 

_ fully functional grid. These micro grids 

_ can be constructed in a way to connect 

them to the grid when it becomes 

_ available in the areas. Starting with 

solar / wind powered micro grid has 

the advantage of rapid deployment 

_ and providing much needed electricity 

_ to the war affected areas. Free locally 

available solar and wind resources must 

also be used in agricultural, industrial 

and other applications. 

There is also an immense need for 

reasonable shelters in war-affected 

areas of Sri Lanka. With the help of 

sun, wind resources and appropriate 

construction materials building energy 

_ neutral homes will not only result in 

affordable homes but also increase the 

comfort it provides. 

Thirty years of war has left our 

motherland with a lot of catching up 

with rest of the world. We have come 

together with many communities 

here in Canada, keeping and working 

together with other Canadians to 

contribute to the collective success 

of Canada. Whether or not the 

communities in our motherland have 

come and kept together for centuries, 

now, the time has come to work 

together to create the much-needed 

success for the island. இ 

Nani Pradeepan, PEng is a professional 
engineer in the province of Ontario. He 1s cur- 
rently managing director of New Dawn En- 
ergy Solutions a Canadian company provides 
energy optimization and local energy generation 
solutions products & services. 
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hani Nayagam Adigal served as a roving cultural 

ambassador of the Tamil language and devoted 

his life to propagate the greatness of Tamil to 

the whole world. He also launched the historic 

Internatonal Association of Tamil Research (IATR) to 

popularize the richness of the Tamil language and it's 

culture. He went on to create a worldwide community 

of Tamil scholars and pioneered the establishment of 

the International Institute of Tamil studies in Chennai. 

He also founded 

World Tamil 

Conference and 

was the publisher 

= of Tamil Culture (A 

= quarterly journal) 

from 1952 to 1966. 

The contribution 

of the wisdom of 

his experience for 

the Tamil language is 

of immense value. 
OQ 
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எட னா, அர அவளை ர ரர ளை வக அனையை ட அவவ தைக வைன ஏ டாடா அணத ண டம ரணை கள்‌ a — கதைகளை எனை 

ள்ளத்திலிருந்து வெளிப்படும்‌ இயல்புகளைப்‌ பண்பாடு என வழங்குவர்‌. 
2) ae சொல்லாலும்‌ செயலாலும்‌ வெளிப்படும்‌. பண்பட்ட 
உள்ளம்‌ கொண்டவரே பண்பாடு உடையவர்‌ ஆவர்‌. இப்பண்பாடே உலக 
உறவாக வளர்கின்றது. இது மாறாதது. என்றும்‌ ததத நிற்பது. இதுவே 
மக்களினத்துக்குரிய சிறப்பாகும்‌. 

“தமிழன்‌ என்றோர்‌ இனமுண்டு 
தனியே அவற்கொரு குணமுண்டு” 

தமிழர்‌ பண்பாட்டில்‌ தலைசிறந்தது மானம்‌. மானம்‌ என்பது ஒருவன்‌ தன்‌ 
நிலையிலிருந்து தாழாதிருப்பது, தாழ்வு வரும்போது உயிர்‌ வாழாதிருப்பது. 
தமிழர்‌ மானமிழந்து உயிர்வாழ விரும்பமாட்டார்‌. 

தமிழர்‌ பண்பாட்டிலேயே தைப்பொங்கல்‌ திருநாள்‌ ஒரு பொன்னாள்‌. இன, 
ட மத வேறுபாடுகளைத்‌ துறந்து இயற்கையைப்‌ போற்றும்‌ இன்பநாள்‌. உலகுக்கு 
. நீரையும்‌ ஒளியையும்‌ தந்து உணவுப்‌ பயிர்களைச்‌ செழித்து விளைய வைப்பவன்‌ 

- கதிரவன்‌. வெப்பத்தையும்‌ மரஞ்செடிகளுக்கு வேண்டிய ஒளியையும்‌ தந்து 
உதவுபவனும்‌ கதிரவனே. 

கதிரவனின்‌ கொடையால்‌ எமக்கு வேண்டிய அனைத்தையும்‌ இம்மண்ணுலகில்‌ நாம்‌ 
பெறுகிறோம்‌. அதற்கு நன்றி கூறுவதற்காகவே இந்நாளைக்‌ கொண்டாடுகிறோம்‌. 
காய்கறிகள்‌ நிறைந்து கனிகள்‌ கனிந்து கூலங்கள்‌ விளைந்து ஆனைந்து (பால்‌, 
தயிர்‌, மோர்‌, வெண்ணெய்‌, நெய்‌) பெருகி வளங்கொழிப்பது தைத்திங்கள்‌. 
மார்கழியின்‌ பனியகன்று இளவெயில்‌ இதமாக ஒளிர்கின்ற திங்களும்‌ தைதான்‌. 
தைத்‌ திங்களின்‌ முதல்‌ நாளை நன்றித்‌ திருநாளாக்கினர்‌ முன்னோர்‌. தமிழர்‌ 
வாழ்வில்‌ எல்லா வளங்களும்‌ கிடைக்கின்ற மிகச்‌ சிறந்த திங்கள்‌ தை. தைத்‌ 
திங்களின்‌ முதல்‌ நாளைப்‌ புத்தாண்டின்‌ பிறப்பாகக்‌ கொண்டனர்‌ தமிழர்‌. 

எனவே, உழைக்கும்‌ மக்களுக்கு உயர்வுகளைத்‌ தரும்‌ நல்ல நாளை இனிய 
பொங்கலிட்டு விருந்தினரோடு உண்டு கொண்டாடினர்‌ தமிழர்‌. இதுவே தைப்‌ 
பொங்கல்‌ திருநாளானது. இத்தகைய பார களையும்‌ சிறப்புகளையும்‌ 
கொண்டது எம்‌ பண்பாடு ஆகும்‌. - 

Mathumai Nadarajah is a Gr 4 student 
at David Suzuki Public School, Markham and 

a White band member of the Youth Leadership 
Program conducted by Centre for Leadershop 
and Innovation. 
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collision of a TTC Bus with a cube 

_ occurred in our own backyard — the 

day around 11 AM. It was evident 

ne of the biggest ironies of 

life is that “you never know 

how good you had it until it 

is gone” - or in this case, taken away 
from you. Your loss is permanent, 

irreplaceable and sometimes even 

A mother, grandmother, wife, daughter, 

sister, sister-in-law, aunt, niece, friend, 

colleague, volunteer, and music lover 

was killed tragically in an unwarranted 

van on August 13, 2013. The collision 

junction of Middlefield and Steeles, 
in Scarborough, on a perfect summer 

distracted with phones” has become 

a major cause of road collisions these 

days. It is this dangerous aspect of 

distracted driving that will be addressed 

in this article and any mention of 

distracted driving refers to the act 

of “holding and using phone while 

driving”. 

that the collision was not due to rush 

hour traffic, weather or bad visibility. 

In fact, the westbound TTC bus was 

standing still at the northeast corner 

of Steeles & Middlefield when it was - 

hit by a cube van travelling 

eastbound on Steeles. ‘The 

van hit the parked TTC bus 

and killed one passenger, 

52 year old Manoranjana 

Kanagasabapathy, fondly 

known as Ranjana and 

injured several others. We 

felt the immensity of the 

Motor vehicles can be 

transformed into lethal 

weapons in the hands of 

distracted drivers. With the 

increase of cellular phone 

usage, the risk of road- 

accidents is steadily on the 

rise. According to Driver 

collision when we lost the life 

of our beloved Ranjana. 

Please note that we cannot 

use the word “accident” 

loosely here. Most so called 

“accidents” do not happen 

Just accidently. In fact, most 

of these so called accidents 

are preventable. In this 

incident, it was not the chaos 

of the peak hour traffic; it 
was not the visibility, nor 

the slipperiness of the road 

that caused the collision. So what 

contributed to this collision? ‘The 

Performance Studies’, 

“the use of a handheld 

cellular phone while driving 

may demand a variety of 

maneuvers: searching for the 

phone in the vehicle, reaching 

for it to initiate or receive a 

call, dialing, holding it to the 

ear while driving, picking up a 

phone that has been dropped, 

and so forth. Even the use of 

a hands-free phone can be 

distracting to the driver as 

conversation consumes the 

driver’s attention while driving, often 

resulting in unwarranted accidents.” 

answer to this puzzle will be available 

when the authorities complete the 

investigations. However, media outlets 

reported witnesses alleging that the 

driver of the van was on the phone. | 

Some reports alleged that the driver 

See page 73 

1 Cellular phone use while driving - Karen S.Lissy, 
_M.PH et al; Harvard Center of Risk Analysis, Massa- 
_chusetts; July 2000 



Canadian Sanit @ சரன்‌ 

ST.LOUIS 2014 

வட அமெரிக்க தமிழ்‌ சங்கப்‌ பேரவையின்‌ 27-ஆம்‌ ஆண்டு விழா. 

2074ஆம்‌ ஆண்டு ஜூலை மாதம்‌ 4,5 தேதிகளில்‌ 

செயின்ட்‌ லூயிஸ்‌ பெருநகரப்‌ பகுதியில்‌ இருக்கும்‌ 

(௭3875 .87227-வில்‌ கொன்டாடப்பட உள்ளது. 

இவ்விழாவில்‌ தமிழ்‌ அறிஞர்கள்‌, ஆர்வலர்கள்‌, கலைஞர்கள்‌ மர 

பலர்‌ உலகெங்கும்‌ இருந்து திரண்டு வந்து சிறு 
விழா நிகழ்ச்சிகள்‌ பற்றிய விபரங்கள்‌ விரைவில்‌ அறிவி 

இவ்விழாவில்‌ குடும்பத்துடன்‌ கலந்துகொண்டு சிறப்பிக்க அன்‌ 

The 2014 FeTNA Convention in St. Louis will host anum 

millennial generation and young professionals such : 

("TAP") Awards Gala, a formal dinner e 

Highly accomplished Tamil American 012551 

medicine, scie A ce & en; jine ng w 



Continued from page 71 

Unfortunately, too many innocent lives 

are lost to distracted driving. Even one 

is too many. 

“We need to prevent needless crashes 

caused by driver distraction and 1 

believe this law will do just that." - 

Kathleen Wynne, the current Ontario 

Premier and the former Minister 

of ‘Transportation said when the 

Distracted Driving Law was passed in 

the first instance. 

Currently, Bill 116 known as 

“Manoranjana Kanagasabapathy 

Act” is before the Ontario Legislative 

Assembly. It has gone through the 

second reading and has since passed 

on to the review by the Legislative 

Assembly Committee. It will have to 

pass through the third reading and be 

signed by the Lieutenant Governor of 

Ontario before it becomes law. 

The distracted driving law, as it stands, 

is not deterrent enough for breaking 

the law with a mere $155 fine and no 

demerit points. ‘This bill is therefore 

introducing the loss of 3 demerit points 

and an increase of fine between $300 - 

700 from $155. 

“I move this bill in honour of this 

person, who had the unfortunate 

situation of losing her life in an 

accident in my riding as a result of 

someone possibly using a handheld 

device while driving and losing control 

of their vehicle” stated Mr. Bas 
Balkissoon, MPP for Scarborough— 

Rouge River, moving the Private 

Members Bill in the Legislative 

Assembly. Mr. Bas Balkisson deserves 

the credit for spearheading this 

initiative and galvanizing support from 

all quarters where it was able to pass 

the second reading with the support of 

all parties in the house. 

This Bill is meant to make the roads 

safe for everyone. However, laws, fines 

and points alone are not going to solve 

the problem. A widespread campaign 

along with proper driver noe is 

necessary to prevent further tragedies 

like Ranjana’ s unnecessary death. We 

are aware of the evils of drinking and 

driving. But when i it comes to talking on 

the phone while driving, most of us do 
not realize that it is also dangerous and 

could cost innocent lives. Educating the 
masses should start with educating the 

you generation. 

Peer ன aed the compulsion 
to respond immediately: 

There often is an unnecessary need 

that every call and every text must 

be responded to immediately. This 
naturally results in 1 talking and texting 

while 2... - 

We must Mane this Adee We must 

make the younger generation realise 

that safety is paramount and calls can 

always wait. There is a time and place 

for everything. Multitasking does cost 

lives. The life lost could even be yours! 

The Motto should be: Hands on the steering 
wheel, eyes on the road, mind on Us and 

drwing alone! 

Lack of AG அ of the 

effects of Distracted Driving: 

People feel it is harmless to use the 

phone and drive. But reports indicate 
that a driver on the phone has 4 times 

higher chance of causing a collision 

than a driver without a phone. We 

need to start the awareness campaign 

with the younger generation before 

they even get used to this habit. They 
are our future drivers. Education 

and awareness are the keys to fix this 

ignorance, - . 

Social Stigma and Lesson to learn 

from MADD: 

In the last twenty years, what MADD 

(Mothers Against Drinking and 

Driving) has done about drinking and 

driving, is quite remarkable. They 

brought the awareness of the dangers 
of drinking and driving. One could not 
escape from their campaign even if 

they wanted to. They were everywhere. 

They worked hard. The amazing results 

~ the development of social stigma 

against drinking and driving; people 

look down upon drivers who drink and 

drive; and no one boasts about driving 

drunk anymore to their colleagues near 

the water coolers. The campaign on 

distracted driving must reach the same 

level of intensity to produce similar 

results achieved by MADD. 

Holding the phone while driving should 

be perceived and treated as socially 

unacceptable and shameful acts. We 

must change the mindset of those who 
talk on the phone while driving. The 

younger generation is quite capable 

of making changes and we must 

engage them in our campaign against 

distracted driving. They must be our 

target in addition to the general public. 

This will bring our desired effect. 

Please Take Action: 

உ Please set an example by driving 

with your hands free. 

உ Educate others to drive with their 

hands free. 

* Bring in the aspect of social stigma 

against cellphone usage while 

driving. 

உ Your Campaign against Distracted 

Driving will save another life, such 

as that of Ranjana. 

உ It will also save many families as 

hers from many years of agony 

and grief! 
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he final stages of the war டடம. 

Lanka were permeated with 

wide-spread breaches of inter- 

national humanitarian law by govern- 

ment forces and included the specific 

targeting of ‘Tamil civilians such as the 
shelling of hospitals and safety-zones. 

The UN Panel of Experts Report esti- 

mates the number of civilian deaths to 

range from 75,000 to 120,000. ‘Tens of 

thousands of people who survived the 

final stages of the war now suffer from 

war-related disabilities. Humanitarian 

law was also violated by enforced disap- 

pearances of former combatants, their 

families and those who are suspected of 

sympathizing with former combatants. 

Enforced disappearances occurred 

throughout the war and continued in 

the camps for Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs) after the war. 

women-heads of household. It is my 

— contention that as survivors, witness- 

_ es and heads of their families, ‘Tamil 

_ women of the Northern Province, 
The effects of the final phases of the 7 1 Vanni region have 

war have resulted in drastic changes 

to the demographics of ‘Tamils 1n the 

Northern Province and are shaped by 

a history of state-based discrimination, 

protracted civil war and displacement. 

These effects are further compounded 

by post-war developments such as a 

sharp rise in militarization, land-grab- 

bing, food insecurity, lack of permanent 

housing for resettled IDPs, continued 

enforced disappearances and arbitrary 

detention. Of the survivors of 2009, 

there is a high volume of ‘Tamil wom- 

important insights as 

to how the war was 

fought, the actions of 

the Sri Lankan armed 

forces, state oppression 

and the issues that 

their communities 

are grappling with 

post-May 2009. These 

insights are important 

and should shape any 

action taken towards 

peace building. 

Through my interviews several issues 

were identified and below I will briefly 

discuss four of them. 

The first issue that was raised was post- 
வ... war militarization and how it effects the 

day-to-day life of Tamils in the North- 
ern Province. For every three civilians 

in the North, there is at least one army 

personnel, with some areas having an 

even higher military-civilian density. 

Militarization is understood as occupa- 

See page 79 
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ng them, fear for their chil- 

alk to school and fear of 

and by their children. It 
2 ரம that almost 

resentment and suspi- 

Sri Lankan government. 

that poverty, hunger 

nt were issues that 

only after the war. 

r ors, ப and other 

sential to their pre-2009 

eo eset 

th ° ar Ly .. fled their 

்‌ y and those who 

g the war have not 

.M ry women described the 

121 was raised was the 

ae பட and en- 

ited | as ce main barri- 

ment oppor nines available 

army. Furthermore, women made 

clear that what happened during the 

war lives with them. ‘The war is not 

contained in a past that can be forgot- 

ten because what happened during 

the war continues to profoundly shape 

their lives. Any kind of peace must be 

built through justice and this cannot be 

done through a domestic mechanism 

because, as my research as well as the 

work of human rights groups have 

illustrated, the Sri Lankan government 

continues to carry out the violence of 

the war despite its ‘official’ end. 

Jessica Chandrashekar 1s a doctoral 
candidate in Gender, Feminist and Women’s 
Studies at York Unwwersity. Her doctoral 

research focuses on transitional justice and 
peace building in Sn Lanka. She completed 
her BSc Honours and MA at the Unwwersity 
of Toronto. 
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'த்துப்போக விரும்புகிறேன்‌ 

பட SLIT 

Theva Abtra (Puvanendran Thedchana- 

moorthy) was born in Inuvil, 74748. He ws a 
poet, essayist, and translator. Mis poems have 
appeared in various lulerary journals. He won 

the Tamil Literary Garden (Canada) poetry 
award 2012 for his collection of poems Trul 

Thinra Eelam. He les in the Netherlands. 



ination 

His 

an பான்‌] ஸி 0 

= Rd 

— 
© | i 

=> 

oor 



t the end of this year, we are 

expecting the next global forum 

to discuss the human rights 

situation in Sri Lanka in the March 

2014 session of the UN Human Rights 

Council. Irrespective of how much 

hope one might want to draw from 

| the result of this meeting, let us take 

one step back to think about the issue 

॥ of human rights more generally. As 

we, the Sri Lankan ‘Tamil diaspora, 

' have learned, access to human rights 

| isa matter of life and death. What we 
' have learned as well is that this access 

"is scarce: while for us living in Western 

countries, human rights are much more 

accessible, human rights to Tamils 

- living in Sri Lanka are far away. How 

could we overcome this situation? 

வைணவம்‌ 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak' claims 

that human rights are a matter of 

education. She argues that education is 

_ key, not only when it comes to claiming 

_ human rights for oneself but also for 

abolishing the unequal accessibility 

_ of human rights for people living in 

the West and so called “third world 

countries”. However, she does not 

speak about any kind of education. She 

even decries certain kinds of education, 

namely the system of rote learning, 

by means of which the poor in the 

global South are taught basic literacy 

and numeracy. Spivak argues that rote 

learning consolidates the “class-habit 

of obedience”? . It is a system which 

aims to bringing up citizens who obey, 

who do not question their lives in a 

political sense, and who do not see a 

connection between themselves and 

their government, except in terms of 

obedience. Of course, rote learning 

is officially justified as an efficient 

manner of teaching a large number 

of students from a wide range of age 

groups. Spivak has proved different 

by means of her own school projects? 

in rural West Bengal, India, which 
1 Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (2004): Righting Wrongs. 
The South Atlantic Quarterly 103 (2/3): 523-581. 

2 ibid.: 562. 

3 For more information on Spivak’s school projects 
see: http://news.columbia.edu/global/3007. 

have abolished the system of rote 
learning. Inste aims to teach 

the children what she calls literary 

reading, aiming for “the move from 
rote to comprehen: | Le She believes 
that education ent he 2 
comprehend the world seléreliantly. 

That is why the humanities play an 

important role for her approach. What 

is characteristic for the humanities 
according to Spivak, is that: there is no 

right or wrong. ’ Ther are many paths 
to finding the truth, and i in most cases, 
there is no truth at all. A poem can be 

read in several ways. There is no right 

or wrong interpr ‘tation, only a well or 

poorly argued ( one. To get engaged with 

a text and to argue one’s point of view, 
are the kind of skills the humanities 
teach us. As much as children are 

withheld from comprehension and from 

learning to argue one’s own kind of 

comprehension, they are withheld from 

identifying and expressing their political 
interests as grownups. — 

What follows from Spivak’s thoughts 
for us, the Tamil diaspora i in the West, 

is the imperative to ask ourselves what 

kind of systems of rote learning we 

actually are exposed to. Are the jobs we 

do — whether we are working in offices 

or in factories - not some kind of rote 
learning as well? Doing the same thing 
over and over again, according to what 

one was told? Institutions like the Tamil 

Literary Garden remind us of the 

opportunity or even teach us the ability 
to comprehend the world self-reliantly. 

We get the chance to flee from our 

4 Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (2004): : Righting Wrongs. 
The South Atlantic Quarterly 103 (2/3): 562. 

சயாம்‌ 
everyday systems of rote learning, get 

to practice to comprehend and to argue 

our own point of view on a poem or 

an essay we have read. In the end, this 

is what enables us to think politically, 

to express our political interest. One 

of these interests should be, to abolish 

the system of rote learning for Tamils 

in refugee camps and rural areas in Sri 

Lanka in order to enable them claiming 

access to human rights. The political 

oppression through 

rote learning needs to 

be end. Another one 

should be encouraging 

our own children to 

comprehend their 

world self-reliantly by 

reading out poems to 

them. இ 

Mira Ragunathan was born in Duisburg 
(Germany) and holds a B.A degree in social 

sciences and public law from the Unwersity of 
Bamberg and the University of Bielefeld (both 
in Germany). 
She has spent part of her MLA degree in so- 
ciology at Goldsmiths College, University of 
London (UK), focusing on postcolonial stud- 
zes. Currently, she is writing her M.A thesis in 
which she reconsiders Hannah Ahrendt’s claim 
of ‘The End of the Rights of Men.’ 
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ee 

environmental 

protection and 

conservation is 

an integral part 

of creating a 

healthy society. As 

Tamil Canadians 

we understand 

the importance 

of a healthy 

environment, and 

the benefits it 

brings to us and 

our surroundings. 

A great way 

to improve the ment is by 

planting trees. redt 
improve our surroundings & acts as habitat for: p clean the air ir by 
aa odors and pollutant gases such as ni : 

as well. 

_ Innovation (CFLD. 

rain, over 60 volun 

Park is soon to been ! 1௦ ( 

Urban Park as part of th 

CTC & CLFI remains committed to contributing 
a healthier environment. By helping to build a he 

environment today, we are helping to crea a he 

future for generations to come. இந 

Prayalini Sathanantham 
is a Certified Management 
Account and also holds a 
Bachelor of Commerce degree 
Srom the Unwersity of Windsor. 
She ts a tireless CTC volunteer. 



த.மிழர்‌ திருநாள்‌ வாழ்த்துக்கள்‌ 

Best Wishes from 

Dr. Kamini Manokaran, MD 
Rheumatologist 

1371 Neilson Road, Suite 303, Scarborough, ON, M1B 4Z8 

(Located on Neilson Road, at McLevin) 

Phone: (647) 347 2401 Fax: (647) 347 2801 

Appointments can be scheduled through Family Physicians 

மூட்டியல்‌ வைத்திய நிபுணர்‌ கர.மினி மனோகரன்‌ 

மூட்டு/வாதம்‌/(3/72ப1௪10/0 Arthritis),/apt_G தேய்வு/((0512027001710/5),,77 

தோலங்க/அழிநோய்‌/($)5612177/0 Lupus Erythematosis),/gm# 91pH4/(Myositis),/ 

இரத்தக்குழாய்‌ அழற்சி/((1/250ப///5),/என்பு மென்மையாதல்‌ /(Osteoporosis),/ 

தோள்மூட்டு சவ்வு அழல்‌/கிழிவு/((௩015107 Cuff Tendonitis/Tear)/// 

போன்ற நோய்களுக்கான சிகிச்சைகளை வழங்கி வருகிறார்‌./அவரின்‌(சேவையைப்‌/ | 

பெறவிரும்‌.பினால்‌, உங்கள்‌ குடும்‌ப வைத்தியரினாடாக// 

அவரை/தொடர்பு/கொள்ளவும்‌./ 

தொலைபேசி இலக்கம்‌:/(6477/34/72407//தொலைநகல்‌ இலக்கம்‌:/(647)/54/722 01/— 



Smt Nirothini Pararajasingam 

“Natya Ratna” Smt. Nirothini Pararajasingam, an accomplished Indian classical 

dance performer, Founder ,Artistic Director choreographer and teacher who 

strongly believes in promoting values of Indian culture through Bharathanatyam. 

In 1990, she initiated Nirthya Kalanjali Academy of Fine Arts and in 2009 

launched Niro Dance Creations , a fusion of international dance forms, in 

Toronto, In 2009, she received the Lieutenant Governor Award. Overall, she is 

a creative choreographer who has successfully produced several programs and 

received numerous awards. 

Invocation Dance-Tribute to SUN GOD 

This classical dance represents our prayers to Sun God as found in Tamil 

Litrature ‘Silapathikaaram’. The traditional cultural value and heritage of the first 

celebrations of Tamil begins with offering prayer and tribute to the SUN GOD & 

agriculture during the first day of Tamil Month ‘THAT found in ancient Tamil 

Be ~ Litrature SILAPATHIGAARAM - By Ilangovadigal. His poetic lines “ Gnayiru 
Pottruthum - Gnayiru Pottruthum’ praises Sun God associating the good harvest 

with the help of farmers. 

Participants: 

Swetha Pararajasingam 

-Abina Nimalraj 
Kalvini Ponniah 

-Sharmira Karunagopal 
Nila Thayanathan 

Contemporary Fusion 

This fusion performance consists of various styles of dance incorporated under 

AR. Rahman’s beautiful rhythmic patterns bringing many styles into one. 

Participants: 

Abina Nimalraj 

Kalvini Ponniah 

Sharmira Karunagopal 

Aarthy Premachandran 

Shalini Manivannan 

Piramya Srikanthanathan 
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hat are human ரஹ்‌? On 

a basic level, every single 

person is entitled to funda- 

mental rights - mostly due to the fact _ 

that they are human beings. This is 

not a privilege because a privilege can 

be taken away from you at any time. 

Instead, these are called rights, because 

they should not be taken away from you — 

under any circumstance. We have rights _ 

to protect people from others who want 

to hurt you in any way. We have rights 

so people will get along with each other 

and have peace within themselves and 

those we interact with. Rights exist in 
various forms including natural rights 

or legal rights, in regional, national and _ 
international law. 

In the ancient world, traditional societ- 

ies have mostly had elaborate systems 

of duties like conceptions of justice, po- 

litical legitimacy, and human flourishing 

that sought to realize human dignity, 

and flourishing. Human rights were 

developed during the early Moderate 

period next to the European secular- 

ization of Judeo-Christian ethics. Most 

people know that concepts of 

human rights evolved in the 

West and at the 

same time ear- 

her cultures 

had im- 

a port- 

~ would send men to 

probably the world’s most well-known 

women’s rights activists in world history. 

She was one of the reasons that women 

were allowed to vote because she stood 

up for women’s rights with campaigns 

and speeches. ‘Then, there’s Harriet 

Tubman; she wanted to end slavery 

once and for all because she knew what 

it was like to be suffer- 

ing all day, out in the 

sun, and she was tired 

of seeing slaves get 

beat to death because 

they collapsed or just 

tried to run away. 

Whenever a slave 

ran away, the owner 

go find them and kill 

them. That was a very 

wrong thing to do and 

narrisnan hajd 
13 year old Harrishan Rajakumar 1s 
a Gr & student at Zion Heights Junior High 
School, and a White band member of the Youth 
Leadership Program conducted by Centre for 
Leadership and Innovation. 

_ because of that, Harriet wanted to take 

a stand. 

Humans have to have rights and in 

these cases, the people that go against 

those rights shouldn’t even get to have 

a single right and they will know how it 

feels. Every human should have a right, 

and together they will fight! நதி 
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he year 2013 had been an im: 

portant eventful year for Tami 

in Sri Lanka. Madam Navi 

Jai’s visit to Mullivaikal was the pivotal 
“moment in our history that turned | 

tide in favour of Ealam Tamils. Let 
' welcome the year 2014 with renewed 

hope and optimism. a 

Teachings of Jesus Christ spread 

around the world only after his death, 
and then Christianity became an 
established global religion. The world 

mourned the passing of Mr. Mandela, 
_the icon of forgiveness and reconcilia- 

tion in a post second world war politic 

conflict. His message of reconciliation 

is reverberating globally much effectiv 

ly now than when he was alive. “What 

have I done with the lessons I learnt | 
from Mr. Mandela?” asked President 

Obama, in his speech at Mr, Mande- 
la’s memorial service. As he walked up 

to the podium to deliver his speech, 

he shook hands with the president of | 

Cuba, His Excellency Rahul Castro. It 

was indeed a powerful gesture of trib- 
ute to his mentor Mr. Mandela. 

மெதயுஸ்ததிஷ்பம்‌ 
ME THODISTCHURCH | 
பரிகாரிகண்டல்‌ Parikarikandal 

The question was meant for all the 

political leaders who were in atten-_ 

dance including Sri Lanka’s president. 
Tamils, had been hoodwinked by the — 

dust-collector LLRC report compiled — 

by the government. To begin a genuin: 
reconciliation process, His Excellency 

President Mahinda Rajapakse, has to 
put an end to the war victory celebra- 

tion year after year. And Tamils should 

not be denied the right to remember 

their own lost souls. oS Samuel Lawrence came to Canada in 
_ 1977 and was one of the founding member of 
ச Ealam Tamil Association of Alberta. He 
also served as spokesperson for CTC’s Ottawa 

_ chapter. 

A war is a destructive and horrific — 
event, so, what is there to celebrate — 

about? Canada and its allies comme 
orate November | 1th of every year 

as a “Remembrance Day” in order to” 

instil the message of “never again” in 

the minds of younger citizens of their 

country. South African eminent pers 

ality and Nobel Prize winner, Bishop 

Desmond Tutu, once replied to a CBC. 
journalist when asked as how he could 

forgive the oppressors of his people? — 
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வக்‌ most popu ZS 2 

ப aper, for the past 17 years. I had 

activity. | fs at the end of ae 

es sari was, ட. a 

unidentified armed men stormed the 
__Uthayan offices and shot and killed 
~ Rajaratnam Ranjit, a 25-year-old 
employee, as well as the marketing 

- manager, Bastian Sagayathas. For their 

safety, a policeman at the gate now 

__ provides round-the-clock security, but 

Mrs Subramanium is not impressed. 
‘Even if the police is here, if somebody 

wants to do something ~ somebody 

wants to throw a grenade, he will do 

it because he is determined to do it. 

= Police will only shoot at him after he 

leaves the 2 

On my way to the ன of Mr 

_ Kanamylnathan, the editor, I 
passed a wall with photographs and 

__ newspaper clippings of the two killed 

As a tribute, the bullet staff members. 

holes had not been p olastered over — a 

reminder that the threat of 

still loomed large. 

violence 

For the last five years, 

Kanamylnathan had not left his office, 

even though the war ended in May 

2009. He feels it is unsafe for him to 

venture out of the office compound and 

lives here with his wife. Kanamylnathan 

fears that there might be another 

attempt on his life. He was badly 

injured after what he believed was a 

hit-and-run incident in 2001 and was 

evacuated to Switzerland for treatment, 

where he has permanent residency. 

Despite the pleas of diasporic family 

members to stay away, he returned to 

Jaffna to his role as Uthayan’s editor. 

It is not only Kanamylnathan’s life that 

is at stake, but the newspaper’s very 

existence. During the embargoes of 

the 1990s, the Colombo government 

restricted fuel, 

items reaching the north and 

medicines and food 

east of Sri 

Lanka, fearing that these would fall into 

the hands of the LTTE. Eventually, 

the ban extended to newsprint, and 

Kanamylnathan’s team had to be 

innovative in seeking out a substitute. 

‘We went into the market to buy any 

paper and printed the newspaper on 

that. This included cardboard, brown 

See page 103 
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Continued from page 101 

paper, even [lined] paper used to make 

exercise books for schoolchildren,’ he 

said, showing me the various coloured 

and textured papers that they had used 

during the ban. 

The newspapers from that time were 

only about ten or so pages long, and 

mostly carried photographs of civilian 

casualties of war. Kanamylnathan 

believes that the real reason for 

including newsprint in the bans was to 

curb the functioning of papers such as 

Uthayan, which was openly critical of 

the government. ‘When they are not 

bothered about the essential items of 

a common man, do you think they are 

bothered about newsprint?’ he said. 

“They don’t want a newspaper to come 

out from Jaffna!’ 

New environment 

I left Uthayan thinking how remarkable 

these stories of resilience were. 

Both Kanamylnathan and Mrs 

Subramanium have neither resources 

nor family connections, but they are 

committed to stay. So, I returned 

to make Paper, a short film about 

the story of Uthayan overcoming 

scarcity and violence to deliver 

news to the people of Jaffna. But 

as I discovered on my return visits, 

people such as Kanamylnathan and 

Mrs Subramanium were not unique. 

Circumstances of the times brought out 

courage and innovation in surprising 

ways. 

J Jegatheeswaran, or ‘Esan’, a 50-year- 

old taxi driver, drove me around 

Jafina. “No petrol, no batteries. 

There was nothing, the usually 

quiet and composed Esan said as 

he described the situation in Jaffna 

during the embargoes, echoing what 

Kanamylnathan had said. He became 

the inspiration for my second video 

portrait, Kerosene. Curfews were 

strictly enforced and without petrol, 

batteries or spare parts, driving taxis, 

or for that matter any car, was a real 

challenge. But then man adapted his 

machine to the new environment. 

Coconut oil, or illupennai, widely found 

in Jaffna, replaced engine oil, and 

kerosene was used instead of petrol. 

Even so, not all cars could be 

converted. It was only the old British 

makes, such as the Morris Oxford 

and Austin Cambridge, that could be 

modified to run on kerosene. These 

older cars could even use spare parts 

fashioned out of scrap iron, and so 

could travel where the newer Japanese 

cars were not able to go. Esan and his 

trusty Morris Oxford had once taken 
20 people to safety. “My Morris Oxford 

was the only car running in the area,’ 

he said. ‘In the nights I had to drive the 

sick and take the women in labour to 

the hospital. It was difficult those days.’ 

These stories of everyday, utilitarian 

aspects of a survivor’s life are in 

fact narratives that drive home the 

nature and experience of war. My 

films, supported by Groundviews, 

a ‘citizen journalism’ website, were 

all shot in Jaffna, where the current 

political chmate and restrictions on the 

media made filming a challenge. So I 

decided to use a smaller camera and a 

‘guerrilla’-style approach to filmmaking, 

keeping a low profile. My visits to 

Jaffna, over a three-month period, 

were serendipitous — the mechanic who 

pioneered the conversion of engines to 

run on kerosene worked next door to 

the house where I stayed, so I was able 

to visit his garage often and film him at 

work. 

When I first met Mrs Subramanium, 

she had told me that death comes 

only once, not twice. I have heard that 

sentiment repeatedly in Jaffna. At its 

core is an acceptance of the dangers 

that comes from living in a conflict 

zone, and a deep-rooted conviction 

to remain there. Despite the fear and 

insecurity that led others to emigrate 

to join the growing ‘Tamil diaspora, 

they chose to remain. I was born in 

Jaffna but grew up in England, since 

the age of six. So for me, my journey in 

making these video portraits felt almost 

like a tribute to those who continue to 

dedicate their lives to Jaffna when so 

many others have left for safe havens 

abroad. இ 

Kannan Arunasalam is an award 

winning documentary filmmaker and narrative 

journalist. He was born in Jaffna, grew up ப 
England, and returned to Sr. Lanka in 2005. 
His work has appeared in The New Yorker, 
The Guardian and broadcast on Aljazeera 
English. His latest documentary short The 

Story of One was awarded the Manuel 
Rwwera-Ortiz Foundation grant prize for best 

documentary, 2013. 

The article was originally published August 2011 

in Himalmag.com. Reprinted with permassion. 
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டவ sunny afternoon 

321௦6 after lunch. We 

| tly but quickly as though they 

that the rest of the day would 

bananas after a delicious 
etables curries and string 

girls and boys, we patiently 
d for the teacher. — : 

call d me, Amma. Most of the 

en here call me that.” 
Fest san) 

தண்ட ee 

cher embodied a kind of 

engt that was full of kindness and 

arity. Everything she did for the 

request, they sang, danced 
formed a witty drama. The 

1 was about a rich man and his 
who had difficulty hearing. The 

an, played by one of the girls, 
: s servant who is also played by 

a th girls, to fulfil certain duties 

by the time he arrives 

his way from Canada. 
When the servant 

all laughed from our 

gus 

The servant was 

played by Shanthy, a 

aspires to be a Tamil 

teacher one day. 

“She grabbed my 

hand when she called 

me Amma. That 

moment I knew there 
was something special 
about this girl.” The 

teacher explained. 

“She used to beg for money. One day, 
she fell asleep on a bus. And after 6 

hours the bus brought her here.” 

Shanthy thanked us on behalf of the 

children for spending the day with 
them. She expressed it as though they 
have gained something. But truly, we 

gained far more. When the children 

gathered around us, they asked us if 

we would dance, sing or recite a poem. 

I was reluctant to and emphasized my 
inability to sing, © 

“Acca, put your fear aside.” They said. 

“We were all scared to dance and sing 

_ with this son who is on 

mixes up his duties we 

multi-talented girl who 

>. a] 

at first but we learned through our 

teacher that there is nothing to be 

scared of. You can do anything.” 

It was amazing to witness the many 

talents of the children. Shanthy 

wasnt too different from the rest of 

the children who either did not have 

parents or had parents who were 

incapable of taking care of them. She 

stood out because of her story and 

because of the way she encouraged 

other children. 

“| hope she will take 

over this place. I know 

she'll do an excellent 

job.” 

My family and | 

walked away knowing 

that we will visit again. 

And I hoped that I 

will see Shanthy aas a 

teacher at Sivanantha 

Thapovanam. இ 

Dela Muhundarajah 1s a volunteer with 

CTC and recently visited her birth place of 

Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 
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n the Tamil community, one often 

associates individuals suffering 

from mental health issues with the 

word “veesar” (crazy). However, mental 

illness is a complex issue that takes 

many different forms. This makes it 

especially difficult to pinpoint a specific 

definition. Mental health affects various 

different facets of one’s life such as how 

we think, how we act, and how we in- 

tegrate with our families and society. At 

times, individuals may not even know 

they are suffering from a mental illness, 

or may refuse to acknowledge this issue. 

We all have bad days and it is easy for 

someone to be upset over something. 

However, for people who are experi- 

encing a very common mental illness 

like depression, a ‘bad day’ could be 

very difficult to experience. Symptoms 

of depression can include but are not 

limited to isolation, sudden change in 

behavior, holding back or becoming 

less socially active, eating disorders and 

sleeping disorders. Another difference 

between being upset and serious de- 

pression is the longevity and severity of 

the changes. Unfortunately, these issues 

are often deemed taboo and are not 

openly talked about within the Tam- 

il-Canadian community. circumstan ue a pote satially be fright-_ 

ening to them. This particular mental 

health issue was brought to the ‘Tamil 

community's attention through the 

movie [henali staring Kamal Hassan. 

Kamal Hassan played the charac- 

ter [henali, a man who suffers from 

irrational phobias thereby limiting his 

ability to lead a normal life. 

Panic disorders and 

post traumatic stress 

disorder (PTSD) is 

also another com- 

mon mental illness. 

Many individuals in 

the Tamil-Canadian 

community suffer 

from PTSD as a result 

of experiencing war 

in Sri Lanka. PTSD 

can last up to 10-15 

Meeraah Mahaan is a member of the 
Communications Commitee of CANTYD, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to youth 
empowerment in the ‘Tamal-Canadian 
community 

years after someone has experienced 

a traumatic event. PTSD can also 

be developed through sub-conscious 

means such as seeing, smelling, hearing 

something can trigger flashbacks which 

can lead to PTSD issues. 

Media portrayals of mental health are 

See page 113 
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also problematic. ‘The media often only 

talks about mental health and mental 

issues when things go wrong, such as 

suicides. However, the media fails to ad- 

dress the mental health issues of those 

living seemingly normal healthy lives. 

Movies and television have a tendency 

to exaggerate mental health issues into 

inaccurate perceptions of mental health 

issues, further confusing the public and 

fuelling more stereotypes. 

Unfortunately, it is common for ‘Tamils 

to shun an entire family when one 

member of the family has been iden- 

tified with a mental health disorder or 

issue. ‘This has a serious effect because 

it limits a family’s ability to seek ap- 

propriate help and puts an emotional 

strain on the family due to isolation. 

If one member of a family has been 

diagnosed with a mental illness, the rest 

circle of family and friends. 

*As part of its commitment to com- 

munity outreach, Can TYD hosts 

monthly Community Forum to discuss 

various issues of importance to the 

Tamil Canadian Community. The 

above noted observations were made 

during an especially thought-provoking 

discussion on June | 1th, 2013, concern- 

ing perceptions of mental health and 

Canada’s Tamil community. GanTYD 

staff, youth and parents took part in this 

discussion to exchange perspectives on 

this issue. நந 

ee Shan Thayia 

Sandidate-Markham Unionville 
29 1111-1121 01/11/1611 ௮2219191-11191/] 
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nightsticks and shooting them. That 
_ day changed Mandela forever and 
உ from that point on he organized several 

— prote , the most memorable one 

was the Science Campaign’ in June 
1952. This த was created to 

eliminate the laws 

against blacks. On 

June 22nd, Nelson 

Mandela gave a 
speech in front of 

10,000 people, his 
great speech ignited 

hope into listeners’ 
hearts that one 

day South Africa 

would be united and 
free. During this 

campaign Mandela, 

other ANG leaders 

and protesters were 

put in jail for two 
ays 

After being released 

from prison, 

Mandela plan 

was to combine 
Africans and any 
other political 

party or race to ibs back against 

_ the government. This plan was called 

- the ‘Freedom Charter.’ ‘Thousands 

attended the Freedom Charter read 
aloud. 

1955 the final document 
of the Freedom Charter was presented 
to the Congress of People. This day 

yecame ‘Freedom Day’ in South 
\frica. However, the issue kept on 

getting worse, as the government was 
tightening the laws Ss blacks ata 

rapid ee 

In September 1955, he went back 

home, after being away for 15 years. 

There he, was arrested for high treason 

and put into jail. ‘This trial went on 

for five years and during the course, 

Mandela's first wife had left him and he 

married another lady, Winnie. During 

this period another group called Pan- 

Africanist Congress was starting to rise. 

The ANC and PAC were competitors, 

but believed in the same thing. 

Mandela finally got his verdict, that he 

was not guilty. 

Released from the jail, Mandela 

traveled everywhere in South Africa 

under the radar and also out of the 

country to gather 

supporters. He 

traveled to Tanzania, 

Ghana; Morocco; 

where he learned 

guerilla warfare 

tactics, London and 

also Ethiopia to have 

arms training. When 

he arrived back in 

South Africa, he met 

with the ANG, but on 

his way back to his 

house he was stopped 

and taken to a police station. He had 

yet another trial and found guilty of 

leaving the country with no passport 

and encouraging workers to strike and 

as a consequence he was sentenced 

5-year imprisonment. 

See page 119 
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ae Nelson Mandela’s time in jail, 

another group just like ANC and PAC 

were emerging led by a man named 

Steve Biko. Biko lead many protests 
while Mandela was in jail. Mandela’s 

wife, Winnie was part of a few of 

A the protests. In 1979, Mandela won 

‘the Nehru Award for ‘International 

Understanding” The 1980’s were a 
“violent time in South Africa, many 
i] people died and many more were 

injured, but during this time support for 

| Nelson Mandela was finally becoming 

worldwide. London was a huge support 

qi as well even though the past years were 

“behind the government. 

்‌:.. 1989, the president Botha had 
_a stroke and left office. 1: W. de Klerk 

. took this position and this was one 

of the turning points in the journey 

: to freedom. President Klerk knew 

_ apartheid (a former social system in 

~ South Africa in which black people and 

people from other racial groups did not 

i have the same political and economic 

rights as white people and were forced 

_ to live separately from white people- 

we 

ontinue. 

y prisoners 
n reasons one 

On Foes 
Klerk entered 

day all = ue 
political leaders 

eC ACTOSs Me ce 

w South Africa. 
Sadly, violence was still a problem 
in South Africa a d Mandela oe 

an election to vote ina Be new 

constitution. This decision won both 

Klerk and Nelson. the 14 oe Prize’ in 

December oe 1993. 

April 27th, 1994, was ie ‘ilecion Day. 
The parties were led by Klerk of course 

and the opposition was the ANC, 

led by Mandela. It was very tough 

campaigning because many citizens 

didn’t know how to read or write. The 

ANC trained 100,000 people to talk to 

these citizens and it all worked out in 

the end. Nelson Mandela was elected 

as the president of South Africa. 

Five years had come and gone and 

Mandela decided to end his presidency 

but this was not enough for him. 

Mandela continued to be part of the 

change not only in his country but 

across the world. Mandela worked 

hard and fought against HIV/Aids in 

his final stretch of his life. And that 

is what we salute him for, his hard 

work, inspiration and optimism. We 

will cherish him for all the work he 

has done to end apartheid in South 

Africa and he will be remembered for 

centuries to come. இ 

Ahillan Mangko 1s a grade nine student at 
Bill Grothers Secondary School and a Green 
Band member of the Youth Leadership program 

conducted by The Center for Leadership and 
Innovation. 
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அச்சமும்‌ நாணமும்‌ கூழ்ந்தாலும்‌ 
மோகக்‌ கிறக்கத்தில்‌ நடுங்கும்‌ காதலர்கள்‌. 
அலைகளின்‌ ஓயாத முறையீடு. 

உயிர்‌ தப்பி நிலம்‌ விட்டுப்‌ பறக்கிற 
அவசரமும்‌ அவலமும்‌ இருவருக்கும்‌ 

நமது அறச்ச்ற்றத்தின்‌ தீப்பொறி 
கடலில்‌ வரைந்த நேர்கோட்டில்‌ நடந்து 

திசை பிறழாது தப்பித்து 
ஹேக்‌ பட்டினத்துக்கு வந்தபோது 
காலைச்‌ சூரியனும்‌ மாலைச்‌ சூரியனும்‌ 
ஒன்றென ஒளிர்ந்த காலம்‌ 

“கொளுஹதவத்தின்‌ துன்வெனியாமட்ட” என 
இசையே என்‌ தாலாட்டு 

உனக்கு சுபா பிறந்தபோது 
அவளது அழுகையைக்‌ கேட்டேன்‌ 
உனது கண்ணீரைப்‌ பார்த்தேன்‌ 

ZA சுனீலா அபயசேகா 1959-2013 

"நிலத்தையும்‌ காலத்தையும்‌ வென்ற 
ஆகாயத்‌ தாமரைகள்‌ போல அலைந்தாலும்‌ 
“சிறகுகள்‌ வலிமை பெற்றன. 

- அன்பைப்‌ பிழிந்தெடுத்த உயிர்‌ உனக்கு 
குடலும்‌ காடும்‌ வெளியும்‌ எம்மைப்‌ பிரித்திருந்தா6 
"இணைக்க என எப்போதும்‌ இருந்தன 
கனவுகள்‌. 

“மகன்‌, என்ன ஆளையே காணோம்‌ 

குரல்‌ கேட்க முடியவில்லை 
படமாவது அனுப்பு” என 

நீ அவ்வப்போது அனுப்பும்‌ ஒரு மின்னஞ்சல்‌ 
- விடுப்பார்வம்‌ கொப்பளிக்கும்‌ 

- தொலைபேசி வரிச்செய்தி. 
- வாழ்வோ குறுகியது 

| , எதை அறிந்தோம்‌? 

நாம்‌ தவறி வீழ்ந்த நீர்ச்சுனைகள்‌ 
காதலின்‌ பளிங்குகள்‌ அல்ல 

“கவிதையும்‌ இசையும்‌ சுதந்திரமும்‌ 
- பிரிக்கப்பட முடியாதவை 
தீயை மிதிக்கலாம்‌ 

- காற்றை எதிர்க்கலாம்‌ 
- வாழ்க்கையை இழக்க முடியாது- 

இந்த ஆண்டு மறுபடியும்‌ 

- ஹேக்‌ நகரில்‌ சந்தித்தபோது 
நான்‌ சொல்லாமல்‌ சொன்னது பிரியாவிடை 
உன்னிடமோ 
புன்முறுவலும்‌ ஒரு கண்ணீர்த்துளியும்‌. 

-கவிஞர்‌ சேரன்‌ 
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Markham Convention Centre 
3 
| 
| 
ந 
| 
| 

2901 Markham Rd, Scarborough, ON 

North East Corner Of Markham Rd And McNicoll Ave. 

Now Booking For 2014! 
For More Information Please Call: 

Giri: 416.428.3333 Jom US 

in the 



- Life insurance -° Critical Illness - Disability - Travel Insurance 

BY. (அ 7171211171 10/8: 1111-1101) பதத a =p) திய 218) 

85 பப்‌ பிட்ட Has GOOHS ப கட்டணத்தில்‌ | 
BRIGHT VISION FINANCIAL 

Securing ee Future காப்புறுதி பெற்றுத்‌ தரப்படும்‌ 

முன்னணி காப்புறுதி நிறுவனங்களிடமிருந்து 
உங்களுக்கு ஏற்ற காப்புறுதியைப்‌ பெற்றிட 
மற்றும்‌ எமது நிறுவனத்தில்‌ காப்புறுதி 

FREE முகவர்களாக இணைந்து வாழ்க்கையில்‌ 
மேம்பட இன்றே அழையுங்கள்‌. 

Varna Kanapathipillai, B.Sc.(Eng.) ர 

416.844.7390 | 
416.623.4937 ரி 416. 623. 4937 80 Nashdene Road, Unit B28, Scarborough ட 

Remax Realtron Realty Inc., No.1 in Canada! (- 

Sep 15, 2013 முதல்‌ April 15, 2014 வரை 

நீங்கள்‌ என்‌ மூலமாக வீரு வாங்கீனாலோ விற்றாலோ 

உங்களுக்கான Legal Fees 100% இலவசம்‌! 

Direct: 416.844.7390 
Email: vkanapat@yahoo.ca 

Office: 416.289.3333 / Fax: 416.321.0413 

885 Progress Ave., Suite #209 Scarborough, ON M1H 3G 



I whisper to my friends about this person 
Who is planning to reveal our identity 
We wonder what to do 

They leave, few minutes after 
They leave, looking at us with same pity 
He points a finger 
“Tm going to tell” 

Seconds after they leave 
We run, we run 

‘Towards the main road 

My friends run faster 

Into an oblivion 

I'm left alone 

I run past empty streets 

Shut doors 

y father wakes me up in the morning 
“There’s some riot on the streets, 

you have to leave” 
4 “Where would I go” - Burned cars, bicycles and shoes 

“Go to a stadium” Lots of shoes 

“Why a stadium?” : : : : : 
“Because there'll be others and you can mingle; be invisible” People with pink big stones hanging around 

if ரர But they dont stop me 

We sit on the stands, sixth level 

‘There are thousands of others 

த்தி But nothing in the middle, no arena 

i Just people and more people 

1 run, I run 

I see a lit building to the left 
There are kids playing 

I go out to find air Happiness and cheer 

I find people handing out big stones 
They say go and attack and kill Then : 

Fy Never learnt to refuse, I take a few There is a pot on the street 
They are pink and round and heavy and hard In the midde 

்‌ ர returned to my seat Round and red and cooked 

Show the stones to my friends 
Now we’re worried 

Unknown-ness and uneasiness form 

Thinking it’s a ball, 
1 try to kick 
But it doesn’t move 

I see a tall man show up 
Everyone cheers Suddenly flames erupt around it 

Us too Simmering rice inside 

I somehow know him White foam boils and outwards 

Is he God? : : 
: The children still playing 

Two young persons in the front row look at me Happy and cheerful 
“Aren't you Tamils?” = 

Tm shocked. How'd they know? : I look up : 
“We are from the city” Sky, red and burning 

“We live in a Muslim area” 
“I'm mostly your man” 
I make up reasons 

ட்‌ To assimilate and to be part of “them” 
; Then I ask beggingly 

“You won't tell others, right?” 
He hesitates, looks at me with pity 

“ae Then says a 
, “Yes, I ge = = Senthi lan 

Something you can’t take away: 
My traditions 
My rights to observe 
My respect 
My will to live 
And celebrate 



www.edwardjones.com 

s Change. 
Are You Prepared? 

When you stop and look back at what’s happened 

in the markets, it’s easy to realize how quickly 

things can change. That’s why we should schedule 

some time to discuss how the market can impact 

your financial goals. We can also conduct a free 

portfolio review to help you decide if you should 

make changes to your investments and talk about 

opportunities to be had. 

Raj Thavaratnasingham 

Financial Advisor 

168 Bennett Road 

West Hill, ON M1E 3Y3 

416-282-2199 

Edward Jones 
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

iM Kean) el=) ates Ot-larelel tela) 

பய பவனி 2211-1619 ஜல] are 
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ரளி: 416. 256. 3838 : 



(6) Investments 

Canada’s Investment Company 

For more information, talk to your financial advisor or visit www.ci.com. 
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Ypank youl 

Thank you for supporting 

Canadian Tamil Congress 

கனடிய தமிழர்‌ பேரவைக்கான 

உங்கள்‌ ஆதரவுக்கு நனறி 

Ambika Jewelers 

Canadian Tamil Alumni Association (C'TA) 

Canadian Tamil Medical Association (C'TMA) 

Centre City Pharmacy & Clinic 

Centre for Leadership and Pnnovation (0411) 

Dr. C.P. Giri Dentistry 

Dr. 11182௦ & Associates 

Dr. Mathangi Arun - Optometrist 

Edward Jones ~ Raj Thavaratnasingham 

Friends of Christeen Seevaratnam 

Friends of Dr. Vadivelu Santhakumar 

Friends of Kasthuri and Noel 

Friends of Meikandathevan Mohanachandran 

Friends of Minnal Senthilkumaran 

Friends of Mirriam & Timothy Ponniah 

Friends of Raveena Ratnasingam 

Genie Media Inc. 

Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital Foundation 

Innovative Detailing Services Inc. 

Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association 

Markham Tamil Organization (MTO) 

Print Fast 

RJ Multi Litho Ine. 

Road Runner Courier Service Inc. 

Selvadurai Uhanarajah - Petro Canada 

Tamil Acadamy for the Advancement of Science (TAAS) 

Tamil National Alliance (TNA) Canada 

The Law Office of Gary Anandasangaree 

‘The Law Office of Nathan Sritharan 

The Law Offices of Yaso Sinnadurai 

‘Transnational Government of ‘Tamil Eelam (TG'TE) 

United Steel Workers - District 6 

Yalini Enterprises Inc 

York Region District School Board & Friends of Juanita Nathan 



Chapel 
வூழ்த்க்க்க Ridge 
He ee, PT வ எட்ட 

்‌ & CREMATION CENTRE 
in both 

are proud to support 

Canadian 
Tamil Congress 

SAIN AAMT SESAME SN RSE TERR Se பதித ததக somenemnin rae 

Family owned by Christeen Vilosanan 
4 

Eric & Susanne Seevaratnam Sivatharman 

Tappenden 416-258-6759 416-993-0826 

GTA’s largest 

8911 Woodbine Ave., Markham info@chapelridgefh.com j chapel with 

(4 blocks north of Hwy 7) www.chapelridgefh.com parking for 

hundreds 

905-305-8508 of cars. 

டா 
A caring part of our community 
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