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KHALSA DIWAN SOCIETY 

February 1, 1971. 

Dr. R.F. Sharp 

• 
HEAD OFFICE : SIKH TEMPLE 

XINHXW:DJXI~~DNUEX 8000 Ross St. 
VANCOUVER i, B. C. 

District Superintendent of Schools 
Van couver School Board 
1595 West 10th Avenue 
Vancouver 9, B.C. 

Dear Dr. Sharp: 

VICTORIA. B.C. 

Since July 1970 the problem of East Indian children's educati on has b ecome 
an increasingly i mportant concern to us. It was brough t t o o u r att e nt ion 
by school officials that a significant number of thes e children ar e 
underachieving. According to Mr. Art Messenge r, Spe cial Co~nsellor, a bout 
one-third of the East Indian ch i ldren do qu ite poorly. This i s based 
on difficulties with the English l anguag e and cultural f actors. 

In our meeting with school o fficials , groups wh ich work with t he children, 
and the community members, it bec ame obvious that a s y stematic a ppro ach would 
be required to meet the e du caLLona l ne eds of thes e childr e n. 

At our last mee ting of Tuesday, J anuary L9, 19 71 , which was a tend e d by Dr. 
Stewart Martin and Mrs. Voll ands, among oth ers , i t was felt that the pro po s al 
prepar e d by Mr. Gyan Nath should b e cons idered for acc e ptanc e . Our Socie ty 
has considered and approv e d th e a bove p roposal a nd it i s of the opi n i~n that 
implemen~ation of this proposal would h a ve a far reachi ng effec t o n th e 
educational needs of not only the Ea st lndia n c hildr e n bu t also t h e chil dren 
of other cultural background s . 

We also rea lize tha t there should b e an o pportun ity for Ed uca o rs a nd other 
professional people, whos e work brings them i n co nt a c t with o u r c h ildr e n and 
Commun i ty, to know more about the East Indian c u lture . To this end the Centr e 
f or Cont i nuing Educat i on (U.B.C.) work i ng wi th the East Ind ia n Community, i s 
presenting four Seminar Se ssions at the Sikh Temple on March 3, 10, 17, a n d 24 , 
respectively. 

We appreciate tha t the Sc hoo l Board is 3w r e o f th E> 1·, l u i- a i o n .d pro h 11 ms o f tt., 
immigrant children. Thi s is ·hown by Sf l · C i,.1 l rlu cd i nn prog.·amr sand 
particularly by the new Canad ian cla s ses whi c h are av ai 1 ~1bl , i n th - City of 
Vancouver. To gain acquaintance with such programmes, i t will be helpful if 
Mr. Gyan Nath, Point Grey Secondary School, is given the opportunity to visit 
these classes and d i scuss the valuable work tha t i s presently be i ng don e . 

: ............... Co n ti nued 
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To - Dr. R.F. Sharp February 1, 1971. 

In order to discuss our proposal to meet the educational needs o\ the East 
Indian children, I would appreciate the opportunity to meet you and the 
Board C?'f School Trustees at your convenience. Two copies of the abov e 
proposal are enclosed. 

We would like to extend our thanks to the School Offic i als, who have very 
kindly worked with us at our meetings. 

MSG/ml 

Yours very truly, 

M.S. Gill 
Chairman, Education Committee 
Khalsa Diwan Society 
8000 Ross Street 

1dr1couv c r 1- , B.C. 

COPIES TO: Mrs. Olive Johnson 
School Trustee 

Mrs. C. Vollands 
Special EdJcation Co-ordinator 
Vancouver School Board 
Vancouver, B.C. 

2605 West 37th Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Mr. Fritz K. Bowers 
Chairman 
Vancouver School Board 
4047 West 38th Ave., 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Mr. Frederick N.A. Rowell 
Chairman 
Education & Student Services Committee 
2935 West 35th Ave., 
Vancouver ·, B.C. 

Dr. Stewart Martin 
Director of Elementary School Instruction 
Vancouver School Board 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Mr. Art Messenger 
Special Counsellor 

Miss Marjorie M. Smith 
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