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Challenging 
project set ta 
open Sunday 

With just two days to complete the most chal­
lenging project he's ever undertaken, Iqbal Braich 
admits he's feeling some pressure. 

"Will you have it ready in time for Sunday's 
opening?" he's asked. 

"I don't really have a choice," the site super­
intendent responds good-naturedly, surveying the 1-r-11""'1""'!~~;;_.-

crew of workers who are toiling to finish the final 
touch-ups inside and outside one of Abbotsford's 
most unique buildings, the 1911 Our Sikh Temple 
on South Fraser Way. 

Given official status as a heritage building 
by the Heritage Canada Foundation, the temple 
was the original meeting place of Abbotsford's 
Sikh community, and continued as a focal point 
until 1981 when the present temple was officially L.Ual.:..-JL:.l-------=--'-

opened across the street. ~~L-=-----\~v- rr-:r:- :,~-~~~~ Come to have a look 
A proposal to save the building as a national around before the grand 

heritage site started several years later and even- re-opening of the Gur 
tually it was so designated. However, in order to Sikh Temple are (left 
become serviceable as such, the building required to right, above) Diwan 
extensive renovations, which is where Iqbal and SocietymemberRajinder 
the company he works for, Raiwal Developments, Singh and temple priests 
came in. Sucha Thandi, Iqbal 

"We're the general contractors," he says. "We Singh Toor and Ninder 
started working on this project three years ago and Singh. Meanwhile, 

workers were sweating 
now we have just a few days to finish." in the sunshine for a 

With piles of dirt everywhere, painting to be change Wednesday as 
done, the welding of handrails to be completed, they attempted to finish 
statues to be delivered, and a hundred other details the landscaping. There 
to be sorted out, it's easy to think the task might was a lot to be done 
be impossible, but Iqbal has every confidence his still, but the site super-
workers will get the job done. intendent was confident 

The confidence comes from knowing they've .. it would be ready for 
Continued on page 2 L--..._;__~~_;__.:.___ __ :;:__.:..:__---'--=--'---'-'=------''---'c......;::_;__.:..:...._..:.:.._ _______ •. _---"',•,. ~ Sunday's event. 
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day spa 

Book a nourishing facial & eye treatment 
and RECEIVE FREE a stress relieving 

30 minute back massage! 

604.557.7857 
#100 - 32868 Ventura Ave ., Abbotsford, BC 
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-:l Come try us 
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~ 604.850.2 
! #107 - 32868 Ventura Ave., Abbotsford, BC 
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