


V<l 

y 
(l 

nc 

h 

u 
lbeliev&, 
thiSish 
ri&Jttt!Jm 
UCFVand -· Dr. Skip 
literal 

Community shows its support 
for new Inda-Canadian Centre 

at UCFV at Gala event 

The creation of the first-ever Centre for Inda-Canadian 
Studies and Research in North America took a huge step 

forward, thanks to the tremendous support demonstrated at a 
fundraising gala in Abbotsford last year. 

Some 400 guests at the "New Horizons" gala donated 
more than $110,000 during the elegant event, which was 
sponsored primarily by RBC Financial and KPMG. Guests 
also learned more about 
what the new Centre will 
do through several pre­
sentations, including a 
special video production 
donated by CBC televi­
sion. The evening, MC'd 
by actress Veena Sood, 
also featured fine Indian 
cuisine, music, and 
dance. 

"From the beginning of this project the community has 
said they strongly support this idea," said UCFV President 
Skip Bassford. "What we witnessed at the Gala was people 
and organizations from the Lower Mainland and throughout 
the Fraser Valley demonstrating their commitment to make 
this dream a reality. " 

Two raffles during the evening raised $6,390. Top prizes 
included a trip for two to India on Air Canada and a stunning 
diamond bracelet by Lanka Jewels of Mission. 

The gala marked the first six months of fund raising 
efforts to establish the CICSR. 
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■ UCFV began as Fraser 
Valley College in 1974/75. 
It became a university-college 
in 1991, with its first bache­
lor's degree graduates in 1994. 
■ During the 2004/05 acade­
mic year, UCFV welcomed 
more than 10,000 students to 
its campuses. 
■ In the 2004/05 academic 
year, there were 1,934 gradu­
ates from UCFV programs. 
■ UCFV employed 659 
instructional faculty in 
2004/05, including 289 full­
lime and 370 part-time 
instructors. 
■ UCFV has main campuses 
in Abbotsford and Chilliwack, 
a smaller campus in Mission, 
and centres in Hope and 
Agassiz. 

■ UCFV offers a comprehen­
sive range of programs, from 
trades certificates to full 
Bachelor's degrees, Canada's 
first Master's in Criminal 
Justice, and continuing studies 
courses. 
■ Key programs/areas 
include: Criminal Justice, 
History, Geography, Fashion 
Design, Business 
Administration, Agriculture, 
Kinesiology, Social Work, 
Early Childhood 
Education/Child and Youth 
Care, Computer Information 
Systems and Trades. 
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Province commits $1.25 million 
to UCFV's Chair on Canada-India 

Business and Economic Development 

The University College of the Fraser Valley's Centre for 
Inda-Canadian Studies and Research recently received a 
$1.25-million commitment from the provincial govern­

ment for its B.C. Regional Innovation Chair on Canada-India 
Business and Economic Development. 

"Much of what we want to accomplish in the Centre focuses 
on fostering stronger economic ties between Canada and India, 
and this Chair will certainly help us accomplish that," said Dr. 
Skip Bassford, UCFV president. "It is clear that this Chair will 
benefit the ongoing social and economic development, not only 
of the Inda-Canadian community, but also of the community at 
large." 

Now that the provincial gov­
ernment has committed $1.25 
million of support for the Chair 
through the independently 
administered Leading Edge 
Endowment Fund (LEEF), UCFV 
is looking to the community and 
the corporate sector to help 
make the Regional Innovation 
Chair a reality. Under the terms 
of the program, an additional 
$1.25 million must be raised to 
match LEEF's funding before 
UCFV can gain access to the 
LEEF funds. 

Premier Gordon Campbel I 

Premier Gordon Campbell 
announces a $1.25 million 
Leading Edge Endowment 
Fund grant for a Regional 

Innovation Chair on Canada­
India Business and Economic 

Development at UCFV 

said that a research chair focusing on Canada-India business 
links is a good match for the Fraser Valley. "This area has a 
strong, entrepreneurial, business-oriented community with a 
South Asian background," said Premier Campbell. "We know 
that this new research chair will contribute to the future of B.C." 

Parm Bains, head of the endowment committee for the 
Centre for Inda-Canadian Studies and Research, emphasized 
that the new research chair wi ll strengthen Canada's ties with an 
emerging economic giant. 

"India has the second-fastest growing economy in the 
world, and by 2020, it will be one of the five biggest economies 
worldwide," he said. "The research chair housed in this lndo­
Canadian centre at UCFV will help build strong relationships 
and deepen our understanding of the ties between our two 
countries." 

* Participate in fun activities and workshops 
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Centre for lndo-Canadian 
Studies and Research 

Educating Our Youth 
When Parm Bains, chair of UCFV's campaign for the Centre for 

Inda-Canadian Studies and Research, contacted Lucky Janda for a 
donation, Janda didn't hesitate to agree. "This was an opportunity 

to contribute to a great cause," says Janda, a venture capitalist who is 
involved in businesses around the world. "I asked him how much they 
wanted and he said $50,000. I said fine and wrote the cheque. I see lt as 
an investment in the future; education is our future and the community's 
future and that's what this Centre is all about." 

The Centre for Inda-Canadian Studies 
and Research at the University College of 
the Fraser Valley will offer students a 
chance to study in India through a univer­
sity exchange program and will also foster 
economic ties between Canada and India. 

"I think it's a great step forward for the 
Inda-Canadian community," says Janda. 
"Whether they're looking to do business in 
India or looking to get education in India 
or exposure to Indian culture, this Centre 
will better prepare individuals to be suc­
cessful in their endeavors. I don't think 
anybody else is doing anything like this." 

Janda, who immigrated to B.C. from 
Punjab as a teenager, sees the Centre's 
proposed university exchange program as 
an ideal way to give young Inda-Canadians 
a chance to explore their cultural roots 
while working towards a degree. "I would 
love my children to go to university in 
India for a year, especially if the credits 
they earn there will count towards their 

degrees here." 
Janda hopes more people will take the 

time to learn how the Centre will contribute 
to the Inda-Canadian community's eco­
nomic growth. "I think that as people learn 
what this Centre will bring to the commu­
nity, they will recognize that it has the 
potential to really help many people get to 
the next level, not only in terms of higher 
education but in business. 

"You don't have to have a degree in 
business to see that Inda-Canadians are in 
a unique position to benefit from the fact 
that India is poised to be one of the world's 
top five economies within 15 years. After 
all , our roots are in India. The resources 
that the Centre will offer will give people in 
our community an extra edge." 

Janda says he can think of few causes 
more worthy of the community's support. 
"We should contribute as much as we pos­
sibly can ," he says. "It's money well 
spent." 
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At the University College 
of the Fraser Valley 
(lJCFV) e are committed 
to establishing a Centre for 
lndo-Canadian Studies 
and Research. Why? In the 
Fraser Valley e have the 
highest proportion of Inda­
Canadian people of any 
metropolitan area in 
Canada. This initiative is 
supported by the commu­
nity and by UCFV because 
it makes sense. 

The official campaign to 
establish the CICSR at 
UCFV began In the fall of 
2003, and conti111Jes to 
this day. 
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Cpt. (retired) Dave "We've always emphasized to our 
Kandal, children and our grandchildren of 

. the need of higher education. 
Chair, Abbotsford Education is not a burden zt's some­
Airport Auth0nty, thing you should desire. We're ve1y 

& Ruby Kandal proud to have an intiative lzke this 
Homemaker Centre in our local community " 

"Next in importance to freedom and justice is 
popular education, without which neither freedom 
nor justice can be permanently maintained." 

James A. Garfield 

Mona Uppal 
Reti red Teacher 

"The Centre will provide 
opportunity to all students to 
enhance their knowledge and 
understanding which will lead 
to cooperation, harmony, peace 
and stronger ties between 
India and Canada, and the 
people of the local community 

"ft is very exciting to see 
that people from all walks of 
life are involved in this project. 
It was a real privilege to meet 
UCFV president Dr. Baseford 
I was amazed at his enthusi­

asm, commitment and tremendous effort to make it a success­
ful project. 

"Members of the Inda-Canadian community are to be com­
mended for their spirit, enthusiasm, monetaty contributions 
and sincere efforts to make it a success. I would encourage all 
to donate to this project whatever they can. " 

,. Rajinder 
·/ ·.. Lally 
1/ Lally Farms 

· When Rajinder Lally first came to 
Canada more than 30 years ago, the 24-
year-old was looking far a brighter future 
than he might have had back in India. 
Upon arriving he found work in a sawmill 

. in Merrit, B.C., doing manual labour. 
It was difficult work, he says, but he 

~- ,wanted to go into business far himsett 
~ nd was prepared to do anything to 

ake that a reality. Lally worked for two 
ears and saved up enough to buy a 

small farm in the Fraser VaHey. Another 
two years later, he bought more land and 
was able to leave his job at the mill. 
Today he owns 2 50 acres of farmland, 
employs 400 workers during the busy · • ' 
season and is one of B.C.'s largest'pro­
ducers of blueberries. 

"Canada is a land of rea 
ty," he says, addin 
couldn · 

ia. "But w 
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COnfinUlng the Campaign 
lortheGICSR: 
Find out mom about Canadas 
only Centre for lndo­
Canadian Studi8s and 
ResearcHncludlng how 
you can /'/elp-:by calling 
604-854-4566. or check the 
web$ite: mm:uco:ca/icn. 

Tony Singh President, Fruiticana 

"With the announcement of plans to open a Centre for !ndo­
Canadian Studies and Research, the University College of the 
Fraser Valley has taken an initiative that is unique in North 
America and has shown its committment to the Inda-Canadian 
community. That means a great deal to our community and to 
Canada as a nation. For our youth a Centre like this will off er 
the best of both worlds - a university that will provide a solid 
foundation on which to build for their future and a centre that 
will help them retain ties to their heritage. " 

Douglas 
MacAdams, o.c. 
Barrister 
"Education is a key to a 
quality life for individual 
Canadians and for Canada 
as a country. 
Inda-Canadians are an 
increasingly important com­
ponent of our Canadian 
mosaic. All Canadians will 
benefit by enabling and 
encouraging additional con­
tributions by !ndo­
Canadians to the Canadian 
economy and to Canadian 
cultural and social life. 

Having this centre means that our Inda-Canadian friends and 
neighbours will have a high profile recognition of their contri­
bution to the larger community. ft also means that all 
Canadians will have a tool for enabling and encouraging 
additional contributions by Inda-Canadians to Canada. " 
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. opportunilet 
"Somebo6t flelped us and it's up to us now to 

encourage our youth to further themselves, to elevate 
their thinking," says Balbir, who bas two daughters 
and one son. "A university is a great place far that." 

"We want our children to stay connected to our her· 
• Our childfen, themselves wont to know about 

" soys Avtar, the father of two boys. 
the people that are helping put this 

.... ond when they asked for our support we did­
n't JW1$1tote/~ Balbir. "It's something that is impor­
ldllt to us, our dnldren and the community. Its going 
to help people here and in Indio. Everyone in the 
community sllOlil get involved and give whatever 
they con." 
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CICSR: 
What it means to me. 
It is because of the importance of maintaining 
India's heritage and culture that I realize just 
how important it is to support the Centre 
for Inda Canadian Studies and Research 
(CICSR) . As a third year history student, 
I realize the many advantages and 
opportunities this Centre can provide to 
both the Inda-Canadian community, 
and the larger community as a whole. 
The creation of the Centre will play a 
key role in promoting Sikh history in 
British Columbia and the role that 
Sikhs have played in Canada's history. 
Not only wil i the Centre provide an 
insight into the history, but it will 
also play an important role in 
bringing contemporary issues into 
focus. Furthermore, I look forward 
to seeing how the Centre will inte-
grate and promote positive youth 
involvement. Indeed, the Centre will 
not only reach the population of 
South Asians in B.C, but also the 
larger population. The Centre, while 
working together with the larger com­
munity, will encourage all people to 
become aware of the South Asian com­
munity, its culture, and its many intrica­
cies. It is because of these, among many 
other reasons, that the Centre needs the 
support of both the Inda-Canadian community, 
and the larger B.C community. 

Sharanjit Kaur Poonian is studying at UCFV towards 
a BA. She is a third year History major and English 
extended minor. She also works as a researcher for 
the CICSR at the UCFV 
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