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Bassford leaves U FV legacy 
When Dr. Skip 

Bassford agreed to take 
up the presidency of 
the University College 
:of the Fraser Valley 
in 1998, it was because 
he was intrigued by a 
.concept. 
;. Theuniversitycolleg­
es of British Columbia 
:Were unique types of 
i)OSt-secondary institu­
:tions - ones that com­
bined degree-level uni­
versity studies with 
applied disciplines. 
This meant not only of­
;fering trades training, 
upgrading, and career 

'.programs as well as 
bachelor's degrees, but 
integrating an applied 
~us into the univer­
~ programs. 
... When he left 11 years 
fa.ter, handing the pres­
tdency over to Dr. Mark 
Evered, it was as presi­
,uent of the University 
:Of the Fraser Valley. 
" The name may have 
ehanged, but Bassford 
)lopes that his legacy 
will be that the focus 
has not: UFV still offers 
a unique and cutting­
edge combination of 
applied and theoretical 
studies in a university 
environment. 

"When I first came 
here, the group of 
university-college 
presidents was quite 
proud of the new type 
of education that we 
were forging, but we 
felt we needed a way 
~ tell the world about 
1he university-college 
model," he recalls. "It 
,became clear, however, 
that people, especially 
those outside of British 
:Columbian, just didn't 
:'get' the university-col­
lege name." 
. So the focus of his 

:presidency changed 
'frommaking the world 
understand the uni­
i\l'ersity-college model 
,to achieving a name 
'change for UCFV 
while keeping its ap­
plied, comprehensive, 
and regional focus. 

So for at least six of 
his years as president, 
Bassford was a relent­
less campaigner for 
university status. 

The 2005 provin­
cial election came 
and went without the 
hoped-for university 
status. University col­
leges in Kamloops and 
Kelowna were changed 
into universities with­
out a similar prize for 
the Fraser Valley. 

Then, in 2006,'the pro­
vincial government ap­
pointed former c~binet 
minister Geoff Plant to 
lead the Campus 2020 
initiative, tasked with 
reviewing the post­
secondary system and 
making recommenda­
tions about its future. 
, It took until the 
spring of 2008 for the 
provincial government 
to respond, when UCFV 
was the first of five in­
stitutions that Premier 
Gordon Campbell vis­
ited to hestow n n h r<>cr-
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Canada-India Business 
and Economic 
Development, and 
a UFV centre in 
Chandigarh, India, 
which offers UFV's 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration to a 
cohort of Indian stu­
dents. 

"It's important that 
we look at the cultur­
al fabric of our com­
munities and ensure 
that what we're doing 
brings them into our 
embrace. That's why 
I'm proud to note that 
two days before I fm­
ish up here I'll be pre­
siding over the signing 
of an agreement for 
a Mennonite Studies 
centre at UFV." 

Then there was anoth­
er project that required 
plenty of patience: pro­
curing land at the for­
mer Canadian Forces 
Base Chilliwack, now 
the Canada Education 
Park, for a new UFV 
Chilliwack campus. 

"That was a long hard 
process," Bassford re­
calls. "I believe that the 
new Canada Education 
Park will play , a very 
significant role in our 
future." 

UFV is now the larg­
est landowner at the 
Canada Educatfon 
Park and it opened 
its new Trades and 
Technology Centre 
there in 2008. It' hopes 
to eventually relocate 
its entire Chilliwack 
campus to the CEP. 

Another hallmark of 
Bassford's time at UFV 
is the sheer growth 
that the university 
has undergone - more 
than doubling in size 
since he took the helm. 
Much of that can be 
attributed to the bur­
geoning Fraser Valley 
population, making 
it hard to ignore the 
need for growth fund­
ing in this area, but it 
still required constant 
lobbying to achieve the 

boost in student num­
bers. 

With that growth 
came a maturing of 
campus life. Although 
still a commuter cam­
pus for many; UFV 
now boasts a student 
residence, a large ath­
letic centre with two 
gymnasiums and a fit­
ness centre, a student 
pub, and an aerospace 
training centre at the 
Abbotsford interna­
tional airport, all built 
during Bassford's ten­
ure. Several of UFV's 
athletic teams have 
joined the national 
Canada Inter univer­
sity Sport (CIS) league, 
another achievement 
of which the sports­
mad Bassford is par­
ticularly proud. 

On the program­
ming side, during 
Bassford's era UFV 
added a Bachelor of 
Kinesiology; a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts, several 
new trades programs, 
a post-graduate teach­
er education program, 
and the university's 
first master's program, 
an MA in Criminal 
Justice. He says he's 
proud of UFV's contin­
ued focus on teaching, 
but also of how UFV 
has integrated a grow­
ing and significant re­
search component into 

that teaching focus. 
As he looks back on 

more than a decade 
at what started as the 
presidency of UCFV 
and ended as the top 
job at UFV, Bassford 
credits the legend­
ary UFV culture with 
helping him to achieve 
much of what was ac­
complished during his 
time at the helm. 

"The working cli­
mate here was wonder­
ful. There was goodwill 
from the union, the 
administration, and 
the board. To be able 
to come to the end of 
one's career in a posi­
tion of leadership in 
a significantly devel­
oping post-secondary 
institution was a very 
satisfying way to spend 

11 years." 
Bassford and his wife 

Jane Darville are mov­
ing to Toronto after he 
completes his term at 
UFV this month. 

A bursary in their 
name has been estab­
lished. 

To contribute, con­
tact the UFV develop­
ment office at 604-854-
4595 or giving@ufv.ca 


