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UCFV hosts South Asian film festival 
::Ehsaas' means to reflect 

oi-come to realization in 
P,trnjabi and Hindi, and 
that's what the UCFV's 
Q!ntre for Indo-Canadian 
Slµdies invites you to do 
ttY~ttending its first South 
Asian film festival. 
: Four films will be 

shown on consecutive 

1 Wednesdays, starting on 
March 14 . 
. Each film emphasizes 

sl>cial consciousness, and 
f!ileh has significant histori• 
cat and current relevance 
whilehighlighting social 
justice issues. 

"The goal of the festival 
is to raise awareness, initi­
ale dialogue, and encourage 
$derstanding on topics 
that are globally significant 
yet have local relevance," 
said Satwinder Bains, di­
rector of UCFV's Centre for 
Inllo-Canadian Studies. 
: Each film focuses on a 

d;1fferent area of the human 
condition, such as rac-
ism, povertY, and societal 
solidarity. The filmmakers 
show human suffering, · 
courage, and dignity in a 
memorable manner. 
: "The real power of these 

fllms is that they connect 
the audience with people 
who are normally not 
within their sight lines. In 
short, they will make you 
care," said Bains. 

The festival runs every 

Wednesday f:rom March 
14 to April 4. Films will be 
screened starting at 6:30 
p.m. in the lecture theatre 
(room BlOl) at UCFV's 
Abbotsford campus. 
Admission is free and is 
open to the public. 

For information call the 
Centre for Indo-Canadian 
Studies at 604-854-4547. 

DROWNED OUT 
March14 

An epic film that show­
cases the human cost of 
economic development 
by following the lives of 
Jalsindhi villagers as they 
attempt to fight the govern• 
ment's plan to build one 
of the largest dams in the 
world, which will wipe out 
their villages and eradicate 
their way of life. 

Hunger strikes, rallies, 
police brutality, World Bank 
withdrawal of economic 
support, and a six-year 
Supreme Court fight fuel 
their desire to the right of 
life and self-determination. 

A discussion will be 
led by Dr. Hugh Brody, 
Canada Research Chair 
in Aboriginal Studies at 
UCFY. 

RANG DE BASANTI 
March21 

A film anchored in the 
landscape of alienated 
youth, Rang de Basanti 

thoughtfully explores the 
politics of social change 
in contemporary India 
through developing conti­
nuity between anti-colonial 
struggles and post-colonial 
struggles for social justice 
today. 

A discussion will be led 
by UCFV film instructor 
Rajdeep Singh Gill. 

CONTINUOUS JOURNEY,, 
March28 

This film is an inquiry 
into the history of Canada's 
exclusion of the South 
Asians by the Continuous 
Journey Regulation of 1908 

This immigration policy 
served an effective way of 
keeping people from India 
out of Canada until 1948. 
As a direct result, only a 
half-mile from Canadian 
shores, the Komagata 
was surrounded by im­
migration boats and the 
passengers held as virtual 
prisoners on the ship. Thus 
began a dramatic stand-off 
that would escalate over 
the course of two months, 
becoming one of the most 
infamous incidents in 
Canadian history. 

Followed by panel discus­
sion. 

DOR (" ... the string of my 
freedom ... ") 

April 4 
A tale of two women, 

both living in different 
parts of India, their fate 
strung together by one in­
cident that changes both of 
their lives forever. 

The story follows the 
women as one undertakes 
a long journey to save her 

love, and the other dares to 
break the shackles of tradi­
tion and choose life as her 
heart wants it. The film has 
multiple messages deliv­
ered in the subtlest manner. 

Followed by panel discus­
sion. 


