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Indo-Canadian studies centre opens 
Project at the 

University College 
of the Fraser Valley 

began as way of 
increasing classes 
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ABBOTSFORD - Construc­
tion dust is sifting on to table­
tops and shelves, and painters 
are cursing a blue streak in a 
corner office, but Satwinder 
Bains sits unperturbed, her 
navy-blue suit still immaculate. 

T his suite of half-painted 
offices and meeting rooms on 
the campus of University Col­
lege of the Fraser Valley, in 
Abbotsford, had to be ready by 
this morning to receive its first 
guests as the new Centre for 
Indo-Canadian Studies. While 
decorators and cleaners rushed 
to meet the deadline, Bains, who 
is the director, and D. J. Sandhu, 
who runs an overseas compo­
nent of the centre in Chandi­
garh, India are all smiles. They 
can afford to relax a little: the 
hard work of establishing the 
centre is behind them. 

What began more than two 
years ago as a local initiative to 
increase the number of Indo­
Canadian classes on the UCFV 
curriculum, has turned into a 
project of regional and interna­
tional significance. 

'½.t first, all we were trying to 
do was start some classes with 
Indian content," Bains says, in 
t h e unmistakably patrician 
a ccent of her hill-station 
upbringing, in Simla. 

Bains, who teaches social 
work, lists the subject areas she 
was interested in seeing devel­
oped at the university: geogra­
phy, history, ph,ilosophy, lan­
guage, literature, social work 
and business. 

There ai;e 10,000 students at 
UCFV, about one-quarter of 
them of Indian descent, which is 
slightly higher than the commu­
nity population in Abbotsford, 
according to Bains. The UCFV's 
research department has found 
that the Fraser Valley has the 
highest proportion of Indo­
Canadians of any metropolitan 
area in Canada. 

Two years later, the school 
offers 16 courses with Indo­
Canadian content, and Bains 
says she hopes to see the num­
ber rise to 24, the level at which 
students could declare a minor 
concentration in Indo-Canadian 
studies. . 

The process of developing 
new classes also led directly to 
the school's bid to create a cen­
tre for Indo-Canadian studies 
with a permanent research chair. 
Bains and her team applied for 
endowment funding through the 
provincial government's Lead­
ing Edge Endowment Fund, a 
principal goal of which is to 
attract international-calibre aca­
demics to B.C. 

The favoured field is trade 
deve lopment, according to 
Bains, who explains that the pro­
gram views academics as eco­
nomic engines. 
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D.J. Sandhu (left in top photo) and Satwinder Bains at the new 
Centre for lndo-Canadlan Studies and Research at the 
University College of the Fraser Valley. The project Is aimed at 
UCFV students such as Kultar Kanda (bottom photo), pictured 
here In a study area near the new centre. · 

The provincial government 
agreed to provide $1.25 million 
in permanent endowment if the 
s chool provided an equal 
amount. There was just one 
catch: it couldn't be money the 
university had already raised. 

So Bains and her board got to 
work. In just over a year, they 
had collected more than enough 
- $1.4 million. The single 
largest donation was $50,000 
from Richmond developer 
Lucky Janda, who came to Cana­
da from Punjab as a teenager. 

A key player in the centre's 
operations will be the high-pro­
file academic who occupies the 
new research chair. A national 
search was conducted and a can­
didate selected. Bains said she 
had hoped to announce the win­
ner this weekend, but the 

appointment has not yet been 
confirmed by the provincial gov­
ernment. 

The Abbotsford centre, in 
addition to providing an acade­
mic home for the incoming pro­
fessor, and a focus for the uni­
versity's Indo-Canadian courses, 
will also develop a variety of 
seminars, round tables and com­
munity meetings dealing with 
immigration and integration 
issues, as well as Indo-Canadian 
trade. 

"The question for us is how to 
use the social capital of immi­
grants ," Sandhu says. "How 
should they be settled here to 
Canada's advantage." 

Bains stresses the key goal of 
stimulating trade between Cana­
da and India. 

"It is an important part of our 

mission here to build bridges in 
terms of India-Canada trade," 
she says. "Canada is far behind 
in its trade with India. It seems 
as if Canadian businesses 
haven't had a real impetus so far 
to go and look at opportunities 
there. 

"This is definitely something 
we will be addressing. 

"If we fall any more behind [in 
our trade dealings with India] 
we will be left behind. Perma­
ne,ntly." 

Sandhu, who is a business pro­
fessor at UCFV, and formerly the 
chair of its Business Adminis­
tration program, has spent the 
last two years working to create 
a UCFV degree program in 
India, now under the aegis of the 
Centre for Indo-Canadian Stud­
ies. 

That initiative took wing last 
month when the first 17 Indian 
undergraduate students were 
admitted to UCFV's four-year 
degree program at a private uni­
versity in Chandigarh. 

Because the business adminis­
tration degree is identical to the 
one offered in Abbotsford, the 
Chandigarh students are free to 
spend any portion of·their four 
years in Canada. 

Sandhu said his research indi­
cates the Indian economy is 
crippled by its lack of well­
trained middle managers, and 
the UCFV degree is aimed 
directly at that shortage. 

The Chandigarh program is 
conducted entirely in English, 

·and all of its first 17 students 
have some family connection to 
Canada. 

Sandhu has also been devel­
oping a relationship with one of 
India's best-known public uni­
versities, Panjab University, 
where he was instrumental in 
2004 in forging a memorandum 
of agreement between Panjab 
and UCFY. 

A Panjab professor has agreed 
to build a mirror version of the 
Centre for Indo-Canadian Stud­
ies there, exploring similar 
issues from an Indian perspec­
tive. 

"Panjab is considered one of 
the top 10 universities in India," 
Sandhu explained, "so this is a 
huge coup for UCFY." 

An agricultural university in 
Ludhiana, in the Punjab, has also 
approached the Centre for assis­
tance in arranging for a transfer 
of Canadian dairy technology. 

Sandhu, who settled in Cana­
da in 1977 after an international 
childhood, said the fact that 100 
million Indians - one-third of 
the country's population - are 
between six and 16 years of age, 
will have a significant impact on 
the shape of the world's econo­
my in decades to come. 

"Everything we do now to 
build bridges to that fu ture 
economy is going to bring enor­
mous benefits," he said. 

"That is our future market, sit­
ting there. This is our chance to 
introduce ourselves." 

mscott@png.canwest.com 
The Centre for Indo-Canadian 

Studies celebrates its official 
opening today with an open 
house from 1 to 5 p.m. The Centre 
is housed in Building F, just off 
McKenzie Rd., on the eastern 
edge of the campus in Abbotsford. 


