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Dear ¥r Collet,

Beforemy arrlval in Oanada the Mayor of

eVanoourer had oalled a'meet1ng to d1scues the Aeiatio

qneetion at the instance of’the Anto-delatlc Society.

‘Some injudicious speeches were'made and gave rise to the
_feeling amongst the better claes H1ndue who were '

ﬂ gaining blg ‘wages, that foro1ble deportat1on would be ,
attempted. ”hen.lt was arranged thot delegatee should

go to Be11ze the eleétlon wes just belng dBOIde and
the ploticéal partles be1ng 1ntent on oapturlng the
Anti-Asistic labour votes,at once gave. out in the _
Prosl that it was proposed to deport IOOO How 1n _ |
British Columb1a of the 2500 natlves of Ind1a present
there are over 1000 S1khe oni other Hzndus'whoso _ |

savings avorage 35 dollars & mon th or total eay over 35

0000 dollars & month. All theae have come to Canada
leaving their famdlles behind in Indla and W1th the _

object of saving enough in 5 yeare to return to

India and relesse their farms frommmortgagee or bny

 others. Many are sawyers and some are old sold1ers.

There were batches of men who_arr1ved 1n a1deet1tltei.

ﬂoondition they were of inferior physique andfdllﬁweﬁ

1n.the'wake of‘the b1gger-wago-eerners. Tho fOrmer*"
last winter roamed about the streets p1nched by the_

cold and eppeahrg to the sympathies of the whlto man ‘

There was great depression in trade and 1t was antl- ;

cipated that this W1nter some 1000 Hlndua 1n additlon r

to a-large_number of whltemen,would,be out of’omploy-

ment and the case was strongly reprssented to Cttawa,and

 Govt. wasaske#toprovide against this danger. 1 do
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not think the Govt.off1clals ever de51red to deport

the well to do,but nethrtheless the feeling grew

"amonget all the Hindus that e strcng attempt was belng

made to remove them to Hondura?End they eventnally

formed a labour Union to prevent-it. In the meaatlme the

flnanclal difficultims reeultlng from the American de-
pression cleared up - mills were re—sterted and a
revival of business took place and thus the unemployed
whltee ande1ndus got work The Sikh labour union was
therefore ea311y able to orrange to provide funds to
maintein the few members who were out of work,and at
‘the seme time stories were spread about that in British
‘Honduras the condition of out 0ld coolies was miserable

in the extreme,that water was sold to them &bsor§1ng

a considerable part of their pey,and that Yellow Fever .

'and‘moaquitoe had possees1on of ' the conntry Moreover
the dlstance frem Ind1a was much creater than Canada..

The real reason for the crusade against the
novement was that the commun1ty as & whole waemaking
. very blg'wages -4 or 5 times what thexfcould hope to

~get in Br1t1eh Hordursas. They had not gone out of’In—
die to settle but'W1th the sole ob*ect of saving ,
enought monev to return as qulckly as poqq1blo and no

grant of land in Br1tlsh Honduras oou’d therefore have

tempted them. The soldler class, to whom T offerred

20 dollars rls1ng to 40 dollars a month in our pollce

-~ Clear
(12 men) were getting 45 to 60 dolla's a month here,

after pay1n~ their keap,and it was not 11kely therefore h

‘they would be attracted. The cold of the Punjaub in
winter is as severs as the mild climate of'Vanoouver
end the winter here thereforo did not deter them.

' Immedlately I arrived in Canada I tr1ed to dis-
sipate the idea that there'would beany compu131on
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but ongettingto‘?anoouvar,lfound*tf~t1thosauthorities

there could not put me into touch with any unemployed, and

my private e fforts only discovered 3,who were at the same ',

time allowanced by their employed brethren. 1 was ‘told
there might be some in the districts st Vernon and at
Nelson,and so I arranged to go there,but my enquiries

showed that Hindus are sought aftegﬁnthefrﬁitorbhards

~and very few if any are out of work - there were none

here at Vernon. In the surmer the work is reguler end b
this demand for labour in the'wanter is therefore a good

indication that these men will be omployed in the sum-

mer., : N Ll T o N i

I duly received your letter re the embarrasments &3¢

that might be caused by any attempt to alter the labour
laws,and 1 have just received s telegram from India fully

,‘_ doaling'with other dlgfinukties which however,as an
~ o0ld Indian officer I.hadwfh11y~foreseen.

As the men widl not be coming ( and please
notify this as soon as possible so as to cause as little

disappointment to planters who have been deferring

“hiring as porsible) no question erises.

1 am arranging that in'caqe'of any Hindus becoming_

,deat1tuto ,86lected men, (agr1culturalista)passed by a
‘doctor may be after pr371ou3 cormunication with ua,got

x '_ together in batches of 25 to 50 at a txme and sent to ua._"

Sir'ﬂ1lfr1d Laurier assured me,after 1 had had an
o:portunity of-putt1ng the case fully before him,that

Canada would bearpart of the éxponse and I therefore

fear no financial d1ff1culty bear1ng in mind the offer

“‘made by the Colony to contr1bute 30 dollars a head.

I go from here to.Nelson 80 as to leave no stone

- unturned and thence to Cttawa to report,and so on direct

to British Honduras. One good result of my visit is

that the Hindu question in B.C. is solved as far as those
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now in the country go. The Sikh community must be held
to it to keep indigent Hindus off the streets,and this

will AESUALS, 86 it hes in fact already dome, white labour

feeling - ‘as it is now mcreover hoped that India will
1imit the number of‘inooming'Hindns. - -
Apart from the industrial question on the Pacifie
Coast &as between Mhites end ABi&tiOB there is no reason
why theae Hindus should not do very good work here.
Many mills speak strcngly in fav-ur of the better class

amongat them and it is to ‘tha dmatics in T'ann*ouvor that

the present sta'e of act1v1ty of’the'mills and 81lied
industries must be chiafly ssoribed. The railways
want them badly as devalopment is hampered by the grlp
of the Tredes Unicns. Please make full use of this
1otter: ' ' L R - S T g 2 e
Yonrs truly,
' | (ad) i‘).:...Swayne. vt




