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- o Vancouver,B.C.,
- I - Jan. 2and. 1907,
Copy. ) _

The Under Secretary of State to the India House,

whitehall, S.W., London.
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8Sir,
In continuation of my letter of 291d.0f November

last,I beg to inform you that the condition oI the maln
pody of Hundistani immigrants who have come into British
¢columbia is more satisfaciory than could have been anti-
cipated.0f the 2200 men there are not more than 50 or
60 out of work. Scvme of these have already earned some
money but many of theﬁ.are doubtXess living on the charity
of thelr fellows. The public funds have not been called t
uporn to expend anything upon any ot these men,but private
sharity has dome somewhat to meet exceptional cases of
sickness. The men have fouid work mostly in the timber
mills,in a cement work, cutting wood and clearing land
for;contractors. As they get accustomed to the new blaases
of.labour upon which they are nlaced they are repcrted
tC give every satisfaction. The wages earned vary from
five shillings to six shillings a day. The men who appear
muet gteady and adantable are the Sikhs and Mahommedans
whe have been in the service of the Government,and such
Others as ccme direct from India. Phese are cleanly,
obedient and respectiul,three valuable characteristics
in men emplovea to woril in bodies.

A subject I wculd desire to draw particular at-

tention to is the posgition of such c¢f these men as have



of necessity to be housed in thls ¢ity when they first

£

arrive here and are cut of WCork.

It is almost impossible for such to find lodging,
partly owing to the hostility shown against them by the
‘whole labouring class,to thelr Own caste prejudices
which require separate diet and cocking,and to thelr
total ignorance of the English language. To meet this
want,there has up to the present been made use of a large
wooden house whigh can hold about 60 men; When this was
found insufficient a large tent was pitched for further
accommodation.Fittings and stoves h=d to be put in and.'
arrangements made fer coocking and washing,latrines had
besides to be erected and connections made with the drain-
age and sewer svstem of the city.

These arrangements had to be carried out at short
notice to meet thie requirements of a Municipality hostile
to the recention and retentiocn cf the immigrants,backed
by a large and clamorous element of the Labour Party,who
Opposed any assistaince wnatever to this immigration.rhere
was no official to take charge there were no funds, and
the first burst of a Canadian winter rendered the situ-
ation amost trying one to the strangers whe had reached
these shores. These very considerable difficulties have
been overcome by the enterprise of private individuals
and by the good conduct of the Hundustani immigrants
themselves,but not without sufferings to the latter,and
soue sufferinsgs— bitterness between opposing parties.

AtN the present time therc are some fortvy men in

the



the "Hindughur'"or rent-house ; some Of tnhese are i1l.
These lodgers pay 15 cents a day or $3.00 a month which
kaincludea heating and lighting. The place is 1n charge of
»
one,Herman Singh,a sikh,who Trecelives a gnall sal ary,much
less than he could earn if otherwise employed. Want of
Punds to0 maintain a necessary establislment is the cause
of the building and its environments not being Xept ip a
perfectly satisfactory state of cleanliness,and indeed,
no systematic ccntrol has been exercised. This gtate of
affairs cannot he allowed to continue,as it must result
in action being taken by the Municipal Sanitary author-
jties.Should the "Hindughur" be closed the position of
the Punjabis who are illi oxr out of work would become
very serious if not critical.

It is under tliese circuwiastances that I venture to
again address you.lt seems to me that these Punjabis are
entitled to official recognition and prctection.Hundreds
Of these men have been soldiers in our Ar@ay and wear
meaals for thelr services in the field. Thev are subjects
o our Empire,and are vet denied the rights of citizen-
ship by a large proncrtion of their fellow subjects.They
are orderly and law abiding ; the laws of the country
permlt their eintry and vet their ignorance of the English
language preciudes their equalitv of treatnent in courts
of law owing to the absence of adequate interpretation.
The very landing of these men from the steamer which
carried them here was officially prohibiﬁed by the
Mayor of Vancouver. Food and fuel was refused to¢ be

s01ld thien on another occagion.



If they haee not, tnen steps should
which

tion and agsistance,

be taken hetween the CGovernmentis of Canada and India

will prevent nossinle + pouahles and unfortunate contingen-

cies, I apreal in an earnest manner, that the present

tion. It is not right to throw the hurdens which Govern-

individuals,

reat that tne subject of the restric-

I venture to Suge

+ion and regulation of this particular class of immigratior

It seems to me not only desirable but

be taken up. .

than there is work for, and that only such men should

enter this country as are certain not 10O become charges

vate charity. The nuwapers

unon public funds Or unon pri
"jeates

should he restricted to such as can produce certi:

of emplyment and the class of men be regulated as 1O

phvsical ritness to WoOrk, capahility to witnstand tne
cold elimate of winter, and possession Of gufricient funds

to clothe and rmaintain themselves in an adsquate manner

for a defined period of time,

when the nresent rate of wages Hecomes known throurn

and the Spring comes, a flow of emigratl

such will prohably not ©

out the Punjaub,
e sho

may reasonably he expected;
that ¥s 1if no restriction

of 500 per month at the least,
will be

Ag geveral rallway l1ines

ijs put upon the 1imit.
sa numbers will bhe easlily

in course of construction the

accomodating the mel or

absorbed, but the difficulties of

janding wildl inc»aase,



classes against the Hindustanis will be acaentuated, The

| rates of wages will most undoubtedly £211 as the population

of this great provines”of British Columbia igs only about

350,000 in all, The labouring class form a large pro-

portion of tne voters, and trouhle is certailn t0 ensue

if there is not some 1imit placed 10 maintain a fair

gtaniand of "living" wage, guch trouble as 18 now existing

in California,

The situation will nave to be faced some time oY

the
other andﬁgooner it is taken in hand the more easily the

1ines of gsettlement can be darawn,
I have, etc.,

PALK WARREN,

colocnel late R.A.



