Sir:-

Roferring to your letter No.325095 of the 5th
'A:lgust last regarding the issue of ticlrets a'l: Hong Kong to
alleged returning Hindus. ' '
In this connection I might say that I am in

'raceipt of a letter from the Superintendent of Immigrat 1611,

Ottawa, dated 15th. Augast s copy of which I enclaso herewith._

The fozm submi‘bted is an amended one and contains more ﬂetail %

whieh did not exist on the old foms. I am encloaing a
copy of this also for your informetion. The quaation
of domieile is still in abeyance and I hope to hear further.
on the subject from the Department in a little while.
The syst em of registering out Hindus has

already been introduced and on the last three outgoing boats
- quite a number have taken advantage and the Hindu colony are
acquainted with the new departure. 3 fully aoprociate
- the fact that the introduction of this system will virtua.lly
‘shut out the returning H.indu traffic until some time has i
elapsed. . .

' In connection with Hindus retuming to this
country from a visit to India, it has been found by us that
your Agent at Hong ¥ong has issued transportation to any Hindu

e fan produce a slip of paper written in English any bearing
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, the man's name, and apparent 1y dat od 31" VMGO‘““’: 315'” 0T t
: A ~some printed rec eipt purpor'ting to have been issued in sema g
S pa.rt of British Columbia to a Hindu whose name does not ”
appear on it, but "Hindu number SO and so" and this is accopted
by your Agent as prima facie evidence of his having been a
rosident of Canada and with no interrogat ion whatsoever as to
-#the documents' authenticity or any further proof that the man
_ N mtitled to come to Canada resulting in, thareby, the issue
_ 7 of tickets to anybody who cen produce the slishtﬁst Qvidance
¥ tangible or otherwise., '
" This state of affairs was brought to your
- attention on two occasions and the slips of pape-r and a few
. other exhibits made over to you bearing the "0.K." of your
Apent, and you acknowledged that the material was very flimsy
and no particular attention was being paid to these men,
This ybu will admit is not fair to our service, inasmuch as
hundreds of men can obta_in such papers, present them to the
Hong Kong Agent and secure passaﬁ'e to Canada. These Gm
_easily obtained from their :E'riends here who would not hesttate
in adopting this method of securing entry for Hindn ;l.mmigrants“ g
finding that a passage can be so easily had,
In the examination of Hindu arrivals every facility
is afforded your Company for the éui ck landing of these men, and
if a stricter examinat ion is instituted and proof demanded in
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ﬁ* Q£thm$ each case will take. In cases heretofore'we have haﬁ

; &Jliﬁaaa of aueh.rasidents, yau ean.readily*understand tha‘lgf; L,:i‘?#

graat d,:l.:ffiaulty in handling these returned man as 3 number ef them
Z:are vary illlterate and 1gnorant and couple& with the faet that |
,they did not provide thsmselves with any papers or documenta to
PIOVE thﬁir regidence here, it was necessary to hold a board qf

inquiry'ln.tan.caaea. Had it been a question.of the re-adm1331on

of chinese I would not on the eviclenae submitted hava admitted. 'bha
mﬂa.aa I have done‘under the actual circumatances. “
If*we'want 1nto the case of each individaal thoroughly
w1th.the view of 1nvestlgat1ng his status as & reburne& Hindu 1t
wouldumaan.that the matter would be held penﬂlng for aumenth.er
more, owing to the number of cases to be dealt with, and as there :
is no accbmcdation.fo; these people eitlher on board or ashore-afte:
their arrival in port we have considered the difficulty and not
gone more fully into the cases, tlus Saving your eompantfurthér

trouble with regard to their keep and lltlvatlon,when.detaineu en

 'your boatgﬁ - You are fully aware of the proceauae of these

f1people that no sooner a.ﬂindu.is aetalned on board his friends and'

the oolony'have recourse to the couris and secure a writ of Habeaa_

;-cprpuaﬁ : The agitation in This I'rovince oun theAa;at;a

1o

we have more or less used discretion in a&mLttlnﬁ these people on

qﬁestion.by the residente here and the MHindus theugelves who are
clamouring for the admission of their W1ves and children have

compelled us to act very carefully in aemsdssrs this matter, and

.....
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- iawa ‘b:l,ckets on the produatlon of such meagre evidence as I hq.?a 3
‘: made gver to you it will be necessary for me to go more fully imto
- each eaae_of'a'returning Hindu and demand evidence satisfactory
,tg myéélf and which I am sure will result in iitigatiog.oWing to
;detentiona |
o I anm quite sure that your Campany is anxaeua te
kﬁep things running SmﬂOtth an&'wlth that view we Lntxeﬁuead th& . 4
system o;f regigtering out Hindus 80 that no cases could arise = e
“.wwhgrejtha company will have issued tr&nﬂportation to Iindus ﬁﬂt". 5 ]
entitled to same, At the same time in the matter of Hindusg
who returned to India prior to the introduction of Tthis Byafam
we would ask you to request your agent!at.H0ng XTong to advise 311
Jindus applying for transportation ag returneu men toforW$rd a
dleclaration stating that they‘have been residents of Canada, glVlH9‘
- the years of their landing in this country, the father's name and
village, the date of their departure from Canadw, and what boat and
port they sailed from. This declaration to be sent“to mﬁ,\and
'_attached to the declaratlon.two coPiea of thelr,photOérapha. Rl
“ rece1pt ef tﬂls declaratlou with yhOquxaph each individual case 3
:w111 be invebtl ated apd JO& wlll be notified whether the party 1s
':' ent1t1eu to re-ente* Canada with an endorsemcnt on the deelaration
"which Will be returned to wviie Iindu in.Hdng-KOBg and he can apply
1:'£éftransportation.
B This is the only way 'that I can see where a check

S cull be kept on these people returning to Canada and thus save both
&
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" grouble if we imbroduce a much stricter examination than we X il o
-~ heretofores . | | B R
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' ' General Passeudger A-ent, Ce e 2y, N .
| cies ~ Vancouver,DeCe - .
| : ',-..L - RO, ) P | .H-;rr i
Cipy for the informalion ol W.DeScott,lsde, L 006999, i
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