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MRIR - pay,  Immigration Branch

Bepactment of the Interior
~ Canada

Vanecouver, B. 8. 23rd. May, 19 14.

| In %ontinuation of my letter of the 21st.
instant, I beg to confirm my wire, subsequent to previous
wires, as folTows:-"May 21st. Your file 879545, sinamec has
"engine disconnected, not in commission until
"Wednesday. Have I your authority hire another
"boat or will you suggest Naval Department

"place one our disposal to meet situation re
"attempt to land Hindus gurreptitiously on West

"Coast Vancouver Island as already stated in
"previous telegrams”

and to aaknawlédg& recelpt of your reply, which reached me
~ at the Customs House, Nanaimo, B.(., Which reads:-

' % "I will take up patrol question immediately '
"with Naval Department and urge them to place
"boat at your disposal.

I wired Mr. Gwyther, of our staff, t&,procséa to Nanaimo,
on 21st. inst., as follows:-

 "ieet me Cusoms House Nanaimo this afternaon'srﬂ
"train® ”

Owing to thé fact that the Winamac was disabled, having
received Ordera from the Customs Department ro proceed with
the installation of the new engine, I proceeded with Inspec-

 -tor Hopkinacn to Nansimo, so as to be on the spot and be
ready to go to Alberni or any point to ¥hich the Komagata

Maru may proceed or was first sighted, and to see that s

rigid patrol was kept. Under separate cover I am writing

you fdlly in connection with the launch Winamac, and to
point out that the dual control is unsatisfactory.
~ On arrival at Nanaimo I received the following wire

from Dr. lilne, dated 21lst. inst.:-

"Send launch at once. Maru with Hindus st
"Quarantine station".

lr. Howard, my assistant, notified Dr. Kilne of my address.

I further wired you a night lettergram on the same :
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evening, a8 follows:-

"Komagata Maru at Quarantine. Hopkinson. Gwyther and
"self leaving by auto for quarantine station. Have
"asked authorities to hold vessel until we arrive.
"Gardner Johnson Vancouver state they are agents for
"vessel and she is going direct to Vancouver'.

end immediately wired Dr. Milne:-

"Hopkinson ,Gwyther and self coming down by auto.
"Launch Winamac out of commission. Gardner Johnson
"gtates vessel coming direct from Quarantine to
"Yancouver". "If she leaves before our arrival
"wire Howardl and advise him to secure assistance local
"opolice to prohibit any person from Boarding of
"landing on or from Komagata lieru until my arrival”.

I further called up by long distance the .
Williams Head Quarantine Station, notifying them that we were
.prooaeding gnd not to give the vessel pretigque until we
gould make arrangements to place officers a&board on
route from Williams Head to Vancouver. '

gollector of Customs Smith, of lNanaimo, agslsted

us 4o his utmost power, and met the "Pringess Patriecia”
on our arrival, and further showed me the following telecgraan

regeived from L. B. Gerard, sub-Collcctor of Cusioms at Pqyrt

Alberni:=-

"Mgy 20th." '
“"Launoch with Hindus went down Cenal to speak vessel with
"Hindus on board at sSca. Private information that
"vagsel may come up canal to try and land passengcrs.
"Wire instructions”.

Below is Mr. Smith's reply, dated 20th:-

"Order vessel to lie in stream and not to land any
"passengers pending instructions from Immigration
"Authorities. Mr. Reid, Immigration Azcont in Vancouver
"has been made acquainted with facts'.
I further called up Mr. Gerrard at LPort Alberni, asking him
to get in touch with Ir. HeL.Good, of Nanaimo, and in view

of the fact that the Komagata Mmru was at Quarantine,

requested the patrol be called off. I received word at a
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later date that Mr. Good had left for homs.

On the <&nd. instant I sent you the following night

lettergram, which I now bex to confirm as follows:-
"Komagata Maru with 376 Hinlus including two women
rarrived at Quarantine last nizht. Dr. Noleson, Quur-
-antine Officer, has declined to issue pretique
"on grounds that ship has not bill of healtnh from
"MoJji, Japan. iHe is taking this uy with the
"Departuent at Ottawa. Will you take up
"situation in oconsultation with his Dopartment in
"vicw of” technical point raised. Imperative that
"Government patrol boat be delogated to Kzep this
"vessel under surveillance in viow of attempt to
"land surreptitiously en route or in herbour at
Vencouver whers I intend if vossible to Keep
"her in strcam and conduact necegsary exanination
"there. 1 am proceeding Vancouver, Please ;
"advige there. Naval patrol boat has not yet
"rep orted for ordsrs.™
We dro?e &ll night by auto, leaving Victoris at 3.20 s.n.
After three hours we reached the outer wharf, and Dr. Wilne.
geveral lmmigration Officers, proceeded by launcii to Quarantine
at Willlams Head, being met en route there by Dr. Nelgon, on
the "Gunhild". This Official, owing to & technical Omissibﬁ
in the oclearance papers from IMjl, Japan, was anxious %o
obtain the Department of Public Health's opinion, from Ottawsa.
He returned, despatching a message, which, tirouzn his cour-
-tesy, I perused, hence my wire as sbove.

A large launch, loaded with Hindus, was circling
the vessel all the time, the leader and spokesman of the party
endeavouring to address the passengers of the Komagata Maru
being Hermam Singh, once deported, but who returned to Canads
(YOur Noe 871865 I, ).

I left Interpreter Gwyther, with instructions, to

gtay on the boat and proceed with her to Vancouver, trusting

at the same time that you had been successful at Ottawa in
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having the Naval Departmental boat placed at our dispossal.

Returninz to Vancouver, I received your wire of

29nd., inst. &8s follows: -

"Navael Service arec wiring their aAgent Victorisa
Wto see lilnc: ard if possibls place a boat at
"Department's disposal to guard Komagata liaru.
"iayva suggested to Kilne possibillty of placing
wtwo or thre: Immigration Officers on board
n"Komazats Maru in routz to Vancouver, Quarantine
WoPPicers.boing instructed vaceinate en routs '
"Yancouver".

Purther, immediately prior to lecaving Victoria, received a

wire Prom Assistant Howard as follows; dated 22nd, :=
"Pilot for Komagata Maru left 1Ok boat. Gardner
- nJohnson Co. directed him see you and act und er
~ "your instructions. If you wrc returninz leavs
"ingtructions."”
a8 also another message from Dr. Milnot- .
wKomegata Maru given pratique left 6.45 pm, Ship
wioctor will vaeccinate passengers on way. Fi lot
"gnd Gwyther also two of my officers on Dboard.
"Gamot procure luunch ko accompany”
together with the following wire of same date, 22nd. inst.,
from my own OFfficer, Gwyther:-

"Romarats Marn will cloar today, p.m.. Coming on her
"wi‘cthern and Regrave". ’ H

The necessity of & patrol is evident, as I find
that Nakajime Hirosuke, 29 years of age, Japsnese, member of
the orew, jumped overbosard while the vessel was pasaing a
lighthouse on one of the American islands. The supposition
48 that he is drowned. Officer Bittancourt and son and
three of my officers, went on night duty, and met the ship
before she berthed, givingpthe following sealed letter

addressed to the Captain and Pilot -

"May 22nd.1914. Dear Sirs, I understand from
Magsrs.C.Gardner Johnson & Co. that
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Tthaet you have received instructions to tak: orders
"from myself in all matters coanected with the berthing
"of your wvessgel. It is requested, tharefore, that
"you anchor in the stream at any convenient place

"in the fair way, as far awsay from the dock as
"possible. No one is peruitted to board the vesscl
"unless in possession of an Immigration badge

Tor in uniform,or wntil such time as the medical
examination and other formalities arzs completed.”

This morning at 8 o'clock, & patrol bhoat engazed by
Gafdner Johnson and‘self, took Dr. lionro, other ufficers and
myself, out to the ship. Permission was granted to enter
&the ship at the Gustoms. The feeling here 18 now very strong,
. and I have now, with the cons:nt of Harbour-master Reid,
anchored the ghip within three-quarters of a mile of theh*%
Immigration Wharf and within the police Jurisdiction. |
There 1s no doubt that unless a very careful watch
‘be kenpt and all due vigilunce exercisged, some attempt will be
‘made to carry these mon ashore by their friends here,
The following letter from llessrs., Loleill, Bird,
MbDonald and Darlinrg, Barristcrs, cte., of this city, was
to-day received; -
"Please take notice that we are acting for the
"376 Hindus on board ship and require and claim
"the privilege and right of being oresent on &ll

"eemingtions and boards of inquiry in regard to
"thelr right to enter Canada™

My reply:-

"I beg to acknowledige receipt of ryour communication
"of even date. When Boards of Inquiry arc beirg held
ivou will bo notificd.”

I will notify you of future developments.
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient scrva:nt,

- | Domird on
WeD, Scott, Lsq., DOMINION IMNMIG
supsrintendent of Immizrution,
0 t t L i Ei.- @




