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OUR NEW KNIGHTS.

To Premier Borden, Hon., George
IZ. Fuster, Mr. J. A. M. Aikins and
Hon. Adam Beck, of the Ontario leg-
i<lature, congratulations are extended
by The Sun on their entrance into
the distinguished circle of knighis of
the empire whose honors were secur-
ed “with unhatched rapiers and on
carpet consideration.” Mr. Borden's
title was looked for as inevitable, but
some surprise will be manifested at
the selection of Mr. Foster for this
favor. However, the knighthood will
be more valuable to the minister of
trade and commerce than to the pre-
mier. To Sir George Foster the
members of his own party who have
long held an invincible hostility to
him on personal grounds will perhaps
be disposed to show more considera-
tion than they did to the untitled
politician, They will forgive and

fotget his former sing, no doubt, since

he has won recognition from his

govereign.

Why Mr, Aikins, of Winnipeg,
should have been chosen for this
honor from among so many asplrants
it is difficult to perceive unless it is
because of his curious conclusions on
his return last year from Germany
a8 to the existence of an emergency.
That Mr. Beck has bheen created a
knight may be taken as indicating
that he Is still in line for the high
commigsgionership.

What the Canadlan public will de-
gire to know is, why the head of the

f!jll

political machine, the corruptor  of

constituencies and the winner of elec-

tions—IHon, Robert Rogers—has been
overlookecd ?
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well in the case of the Japs, should
be extended to the Hindus, and he
intends at the next session of parlia-
ment to introduce a measure to this
effect.

We confess that we like Mr. Stev-
ens much better in his role of total
exclusionist than in his new presenta-
tion. He then voiced the views of
the great body of British Columbians
on this question, while now he is sim-
ply trying to help his government out
of a nasty situation at the expense
of the people whose interests he was
elected to serve. British Columbians
are opposed to the admission of five
hundred or five Hindus each wvear.
Mr. Stevens' proposal means the crea-
tion and constant increase of a per-
manent Hindu settlement in British
Columbia., It might be long in grow-
ing to proportions that would render
it dangerous to the white population,
but the time would assuredly come
when the whites of the province
would anathemize the indifference or
shortsightedness of the legislators
who had permitted the formation of
the nucleus of a Hindu population.
Mr. Stevens need not be seriously
alraid that total exclusion will lead
to widespread revolt in India. Peo-
ple well acquainted with that part
of the empire say that the agitation
for admission to the colonies is con-
fined to a few irreconcilables, and
that the great body of the people
take little interest in the matter. But
if it were otherwise, there would be
S0 much the more reason why Can-
ada and especially this part of Can-
ada should stand firmly against any
measure which would permit and en-
courage the creation of a permanent

Hindu community in the Dominion.
<3

MR.CMARTIN
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The intelligence #om London that
Mr. Joseph Martin will abandon Brit-
ish politics and return to this prov-
ince to enter public life here, is dis-
turbing. Of course, the fact that
Windermere is authority for the re-
port lays it somewhat open to ques-
tion, but even Windermere may oc-
caslonally be right, and his unquali-
fied statement that Mr. Martin has
placed his resignation in the hands
of the speaker, a statement that
would scarcely be made unless it were
easily susceptible of proof, lends
some degree of likelihood to the
story.

When British Columbia gave Mr.
Martin to the empire it did not want
him back, It gave him to the pub-
lic life of the mother country with
the best good will. It realized that
politics there were In such a state
of agitation that no factor however
aggressive would be likely to add to
the existing disquiet; but it felt sure

that if any single individual could in-
crease the unsettled condition, Mr.

Martin was the man., Canadians had
had s0 much experience of him dur-
ing a quarter of a century that they
estimated him at his true worth. Nor
has Mr. Martin disappointed them since
he has been a member of the mother
of parllaments, He has, in fact, real-
ized thelr highest expectations, He

has not deviated efther from the course |

which he pursued in this country. He
has quarrelled withh his own party
and nmhnrrnﬁaml them as much as
lay*in hig power. Sir Wilfrid Loaur-
fer was nol more an object of Mr,
Martin's ecager attacks while he was
in the Dominion than Mr. Asquith
has been since “Fighting Joe" became

member for Kast St. Panoras. And
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never, therefore, sgecure entrance to
public life, So if he comes, and the
probability is he will come, he will be
welcomed back, not, of course, with a
brass band or any similar violencs ot
demonstration, but quietly as by a
community who percelve that in him
they have one who willl furnish them
with entertainment and add to the
gaiety of life on this distant frontier
of the empire.
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favor. However, the knighthood will
ho more tho of
trade and commenrcae than to the pre-
mioer, To 8Sir George JFoster the
members of his own party who have
long held an hostility to
him on personal grounds will pernaps
bhe digposed to show more consldera-
tifon than they did to the untitled
politiclan,  They will forgive and
foteet hig former sing, no doubt, 8ince

viclunble to ministor

invinecible

he has won recognition from his
sovereign.

Why Mr. Atkins, of Winnipeg,
should have heen chogsen for thisg

honor from among o many asplrants
it is difficult to perceive unless it Is
because of his curious conclusions on
1a st from Germany

his return vear

as to the existence of an emergoncy.

That Mr. Beck has been created a
knight may be taken as indicating
that he is still in line for the high

commissionership.

What the Canadian public will de-
gire to know is, why the hnud,;_?f the
political machine, the corruptor of
constituencies and the winner of ¢lec-
tions—IHon. Robert Rogers—has been

overlooked ?
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Whi it is undoubtedly the ﬂul}’i
of the Dominion immigration author-
ities to avoid as far as possible embar-
rassing the imperial government in
their handling of the problem which
has been created by the attempt of
Gurdit Singh and his associates: to
force the Hindu passengers of the
Komagata Maru on this province, it
is still more their duty to make it
clear that under no circumstances will
they be allowed to land and take up
their residence here. There has been
a disposition shown by the govern- |
ment to dally with the question so
far. MT. Borden, it is true, has said
that the Hindus will not be permitted
to land, but neither Mr. Borden nor
any of his associates appear to have
_great confidence in the inviolability of
their order-in-council to cover the
-case, and their attitude in this re-
spect has naturally inspired those act-
ing on behalf of the Hindus with the
hope that a way will be found to
overcome the obstacles to the cntry
of these people, Sobh
At no time has the government
adopted a decisive tone in referring
to the question of Hindu immigration,
and the Hindus have every justifica-
tion if they believe that a little
stronger pressure is all that is re-
quired to gain their object. This be-
llef must be strengthened the
loose and unauthorized proposals of
Mr. H. H. Stevens, the Vancouver
representative in the Dominion
house. Mr. Stevens last yvear was a
“no surrender'” exclusionist. Nothing
would satisfy him but the erection
of barriers which would entirely pre-
vent the residence of Asiatics among
us, He found fault with the Le-
mieux act because it opened the gate
cven to the slight extent of admitting
some five hundred Japanese vearly,
and criticised the former
Laurier government for not standing
out for a total
Great Britain entered into her al-
llance with Japan. But for fome rea-
gon Mr. Stevens has changed his opin-
ion, and he now thinks that the Le-
mieux arrangement, having worked
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would searcely he made uniess it were §

caslly susceptible of proof, lends
some degres of lkellhood to the
sLory.

When Britlsh Columbia gave Mr.

Muartin to the emplire it did not want

him back, It gave him to the pub-
lic life of the mother country with
the best good will, It realized that
politics there were In such a slate
of agitation that no factor however
agrressive would be likely to add to
the exlisting disquiet: but it felt sure

that If any sgingle intli*.'iu_rlun_l conld In-
crease the unsettled condition, Mr. |
Martin was the man., Canadians had
had 80 much experience of him dur-
ing a quarter of a century that they
Nor
has Mr, Martin disappointed them since

estimated him at his true worth,

he has been a member of the mother
of parliaments. e has, in fact, real-
jzed He
has not deviated either from the course
which he pursued in this country. He
has with own party
and embarrassed them 2as much as
laysin his power. Sir Wilfrid lL.aur-
fer was not object of Mr.
Martin’s eager attacks while he was
in the Dominion than Mr., Asquith
has been since “Fighting Joe” became
member for East St. Pancras. And
in the short four years that Mr. Mar-
tin has been the representative of that

thelr highest expectations,
his

quarrelled

more Al

constituency he has made himself felt
at Westminster; so much so that the
whips of the great parties had to en-
ter into ‘a league with the speaker
for his suppression. In fact Mr. Mar-

tin succeeded so well in the employ-
ment of his favorite tactics that he
threatened the house of commons
with demoralization. He came near
teaching Mr. Asquith, as he :had pre-
viously come near teaching Sir Wil-
frid Laurier, that he was one to be
reckoned with if his wishes for the
conduct of the party were not con-
sulted and his advice not deferred to.
He failed in England as he failed in
Canada in his ambition to rule or dis-
rupt the party, but it seems to have
required there as it did here very re-
pressive measures and action equiva-
lent to reading Mr, Martin out of the
ranks.

It can thus be seen that Mr. Mar-
tin's career in imperial politics, short
though it has been, has been distinct-
If he missed power and
influence he gained notoriety and
caused trouble. Like a wise man,
too, he understands when he has
completed his task. He perceives
that his work Is done. The combi-
nation of forces against him is tunli
strong for him and it is useless for
him to try to make headway against
a plot for his eliminationy, He cannot
get a word in edgeways in the house:
the speaker overlooks him and the
whips ignore him. as Winder-
mere tells us, he has decided to with-
draw; to shake the dust of the imper-
lal parliament off his boot soles and
come back to British Columbia,

This would be a serious outlook for
us were Mr, Martin taken as seriously
here as he is in East St. Pancras. In
that event he might be instrumental
In giving a continuance of life to the
McBride government. But luckily he
I8 regarded in this province now as a
jest, politically. The public like to
hear him rail on the platform., and
flock to hear him. But he does not
influence thelr votes and he
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