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REPORT OF KOMAGAT
MARU INVESTIGATION

o

—

Committee Brings Out Many
Interesting Facts Concern-
ing Expedition of Sikhs
to Vancouver

—

The report of the Komagata Maru
Committee of Inquiry, the findings of
wiiicah formed the final chapter in lhe
story of tho futile attemnpt of 476 IKast
indians to enter Canada via Vancouver
in May, 1914, has just come to hand, to-
gether with a copy of the Government
of Indla’s resolution on it. The report
of the committee is a most exhaustive
one, dealing with the matter from the
time when Gurdit Singh arrived in Hong
‘Kong to induce his fellow-countrymen
to make an offort to defeat the immi-
graticn laws of Canada until the leader
of the expedition made his escape with
considerable money belonging to the ill-
fated immigrants subsequent to the riot
at Budge Budge as a resalt of which 26
wera killed and 35 injurz21. Tha in-
vestigating colnmiittee consisted of Hon,
Sir W. Vincent, resident, Hon, Sir
Bijoy Chand Mahtab, Hon. P. J. Fagan,
IHon. Sardar Daljit Singih and Mr. H.
Walrasleyv.,

Held Tweuty-seven Sittings.

In order to obtain the evidence on
which the report is based thie committee
held 27 sittings, examined 201 wit-
nesses, visited tha SS. Komagata Maru,

and scene of the Budge Budgze riot, and |

have scrutinized scores of documents
which have thrown much light on the
subject, The committee first went into
the causes which led to tihe expedition
to Canada and, in short, they fonund that
the leader Gurdit Singh was the prime
mover in tha attempt to enter Canada.
To the lEast Indians was paintzd a
glowing picture of high wages and pros-
perily in Canada and theéy were induced

to pool enough money to charter the |

Komagata Maru, The committee lays
emphasis on the fact that Gurdit Singh
was well aware that it would be neces-
gary to fight the immigration authori-
ties when 1eaching Canada, 2s he col-
lected mioney from his prospective pas-
sengers beiore leaving Hong Kong. The
report then traces the movements of the
Japanesa steamer from the time she left
Hong Kong until she returned to Cal-
cutta,

Regarding Gundit Singh, the leader of
the expedition, the report reads: *‘“Tho
cnly information we have regardiag his
previous character is that he was a na-
tive of the Amritsar distriet and a man
of no great status there, although he
owned a few acres of land, He emi-
grated from India soma 256 or 30 years

| ago, and for some tlme carried on busi-

ness as a contractor in Singapore and
the Malay States. We are informed
that In 1909 he returned to British In-
dia and was in 1912 before the criminal
courts when ho was bound over to keep
the peacp, but we have not been able to
verify this statement, In 1913 ho re-
lurned to Singapore. - No satisfactory
evidence hasg been produced befsire us as
to his pecuninry position, but It does
not appear that when he went to Hongr
Kong In January, 1914, he was possessed
of any considerable wealth, He Was,
howaover, o person of strong character
and succeaded 1n a short time in acquir-
Ing great Influence over his fellow-
countrymen in llong Kong."

Lauds Canadian Governmant,

This story is a familiar one to eiti-
zens of Vancouver to whom thy sight of
the stoamor lying at anchor in the inlet
for many days booumnue n veritable eyo-

|
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the gufferings on the voyage, and the
disputes as to food and the dilscovery ol
the worthless nature of the promises
made by Gurdit Singh had engendered
very bitter feelings against him. The
facts, however, were that whatever the

feelings of the passengers towards Gur-

dit Singh were when they first arrived
at Vancouver, he had subsequently re-
gained the whole of his influence over
them, . . This influence was further
strengthened by Gurdit Singh's success-
ful endeavors to obtain large sums of
money out of the British consul at Kobe.

“When the Komagata Maru arrived at
Calcutta, therefore, the Government of-
ficers, 'who had expected to find a large
number of destitute passengers on
board, the majority of whom were vio-
lently hostile to Gurdit Singh, found in-
stead that he had at this time most of
the passengers completely under his
control; that many of them had been ex-
cited to a state of serious disaffection
to the Government and as it turned out
that a considerable number of them
were armed and prepared to go to al-
most any length in their opposition %o
the authorities. It seems to us prob-
able that if the real facts had been be-
fore the Government, #he measures
taken would have been of a different
character but in the circumstances and
having regard to the information of the
local Government as to the position of
affairs on the ship, we do not think we
should be justified in coming to the
conclusion that the measures taken
were, save in one respect, unsuitable, It
is every desirable for obvious reasons
to avoid the use of for » as far as pos-
sible,. and the Government had every
reason to hope and believe that, with
a small body of police to assist, thers
would be no difficulty in inducing the

emmigrants to accept. the arrangements
made for them.” ‘

Gurdit's Close Adherents.

Frequent references are made by the
committee to the close adherents of Gur-
dit Singh and they give the names of
13 of these, Of the number two have
not been accounted for, one left the ship
in Japan on the returr voyvage, two it
is believed are dead, and the rest are
prisoners in the Kalighat Gaol. Most of
these men appear to be violent and dan-
gerous characters and ready to go at
any length in support of Gurdit Singh.
On the other hand, the committee con-

_siders that the majority of the rest of

the passengers are in themselves harm-
lesgs, They do not justify their conduct
at Budge Budge, as it is clear that a
large number of them must have joined
in the attack on the police, but the com-
mittee thinks that they are in many
ways much to be pitied. The commit-
tee then deals with the cases of several
individuals of the party of emigrants
rointing out those who took a more ac-
tive part in aiding Gurdit Singh in his
attempt to defeat the Canadian emigra-
tion authorities.

Name No Witnesses.

In conclusion the committea points
out that they have deliberately - ab-
stained from citing the source of evi-
dence recorded in support of each of its
findings it being in their estimation un-
necessary, Moreover this evidence would
cover 1000 pages of printed matter.
“Finally,” reads the report, “in many
cases it would be most undesirable to
publish the names of those from whom
weé have received information in the
coursea of this inquiry. We also desire
to make it clear that in respect of many
of the points that have arisen for con-
sideration in our investigation, the evi-
dence before us has necessarily been
very meagre. Indeed many of these
points could not ba . fully elucidated
without prolonged enqguiries in China,
Japan and Vancouver, and the opinion
igs expressed in this report that such
points are only tenative and based on
such information as we are able to ob-
tain.* Appended to the report which {s
in book form & a =Ketch of the scene
of the riot at Budge Budge together
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