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The position of Indisns oversess has Doon
& source of greet anxiety to the Govermment of Iudle
and the suthorities concerned in dngleond fory & COne-
gidersbleo poriod of time. derly in the proesent
gcentury, the lute ilr. Joseph Chomberlsin, sddrevsing
one of the Colonisl conferences in London, pointed out
the dunger of diseriminsting egsinot His &ejosty's
Indisn subjleots in the ssmo way 68 other ,sistica,.
In 1911 sttention was sgelin drown by Lhe Decretary
of state for Indis, who then wetched over Iudisn in-
toreasts in these getherings of dominion representuilives,
to the resentument which undéue differentietion eguinst
their coumpetriots in othar parts of the Syire wes
ceusing in Indlis,  Bul these representeiions did no®
in eny eppreclable mesgure obviste ihe hardships or
digebilities to which Indisns in some of the Jritish
dominions wore subjects In some parts of the Lmpire,
the situation even doteriorsted. Theoxesult wes cone
timied publiic iritstion in Indle. In 191Y, when the

vopragentetives of the Coverument of Indis were for the
first time vdmitted to tho councils of the Lapire, one

of them, the iight Honourciule Lord Sinhs, thon Sir Ue Pe
divhe, prosented e neuworsndum revieswing the whole ques-

tion for the consideration of hie collesgues from

oversesc. <The monoht wes opyortune in as much as por-
sonal discusslion Letween the vari us pertics concerned

wea foraible. IV wes no les. opportune, &8 public

Oopinion in Ilndla, long sgiteted over ths question, wae
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fupatient for ¢ so.,ution of the problom, compativle

with the self-respeot of & people with sn encient

civilisation and convonant with their sepiretions, bornm

of end fostered by contueot with the west snd quicken-

ed by the psrt which their country wse playing in the

ware. The rosult of ¢ full snd fronk dlescussion was

the so-oslled reciprocity Resolution in which the
Inperiel Conference "sccepted the principle of re-

¢iprocity of treatment bLetween Indie end the lominions,”
(8) The Resolution, though genersl ih ite

scope, wes & salve to Indlon sentiment in eo Lfur sse
it rocognized India’e right to treget the netionals of

the verious dominiong in the sume way a8 hey own
netionsls were tregtod by the Governuonts 0f thoese

countries, Concrete suggestions relsting to the
admisaion of the wives und minor children of Indisns

elready settled in other parts of the Hupire and the
future sdmiesion of indisne co settlers or o students,

tourists and me chantes, conteined in the memorandum,

wore roferred for considerstion to the Governuents
of the Loninions,

(3) <©he naxt stage in the hietory of the question
weas rosched in 1918, whon the Iupe iel Var Crbinet
passed the following rosolutiong~

1, That each com unity of the iritish Commonwealth
should enjoy complete control of the conposition of

its own people by s mosns of restricted faaigretion
from asny othexr dominion:

2 That fecilities chould ve given for visits |
for purposes of comuerce, inocluding teaporary residence

for the purpose of educetion, but not for lebowr or
aon-pervanont settlonent:
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3., Thet Indiang elrecdy domiciled in other
aritish Lominions should bO sllowed to bring in

their wiv and nor children, provided thaet not
moyYe thanagna wi?; snd hoy ahlidrpgn ghould L

sdmitded for overy Indiau,.
pert 1 of the Reso ution disposed effective~

1y of the problem of Tuture famigration for purposen
of permsnent setitlement. Such immigretion {o only

podgible to the extent the sovernaent of the communidy

concerncd is prepered to allow it. In prectice, it hes

mesnt the couplete stoppsge of jamigretion from Indie.

In the case of Consds, this stetement 18 emply confirme
ad by the fsct that the number of resident Indiens hes

sotually diminished from 6000 or 7000 before the out-

break of the war to 1200, which Lo the eotl .ate of the
1ot census. The diminution is pertislly dle %o mie
gratlon to the United Ltetes but largely to returns to

India.
Part 2 deals with the admission of wwists,

atudents ond we chants, for purposes of Lewporsry ro-

sldence; part 3 with the provision -f faeilities for

the entry of the wives and nlnor ghildren of setilers.

(4) The Resolution cefinitely removed the
fesr of on inrush of Indlen gottlors calculated 0

dislocate the ecomomic 1life of the dominions. It procluded

the possibility of even mPornry goupetition by Indiem isbomyt

by sxolusing the lehourer from umong those clagses who
could beo sdmitted for purposes of Temporary residence.

the fesrs which hsd proupled discerimination sgeinst the

Indlsn were thus set at reat, and public opinion 11
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Indis pneturslly clemoured for the romoval OF such

disabilitios 2o 8till eoxisted on Indien settled
in the douinionse. Heciproeity, which merely moeant

reciprocity of restrictions, could ou.y bo tolersted
if it wore followed by the romoval of inoqualities

whors thoy existed. The demsnd for equallily Hocume
ingigtent og o result of Indie's swokened n tionsel

consoiousness u«nd her sscrifices in the wer, 1IUS

syapathetic considerstiion bLeceme imperative in view of
the emergence in Indisn politice of & wovement of
secasasion from the Smpire., Lhe movesent could only
fother strongth by the continuences ¢f the disebili-
ties of Indisng in ather perte of the Lapire.

seperetion could only docome @ live isoue if separsiists
could iovoke these disablilitles ss-illustrations of the
flagrent inccougrulty between Indie's theoredle equality
with other perts of the Zupire, snd the exclusion of

her nationsls reslident in those perts of tho luapire
from the full righte of citizenship.

{(B) At tho Iaperisl Conference which met in
ondon in the summer of 192L, this sspect 0f the
question wus fully dlscunged. The reprovontetives
of the self-govorning dominions reoelised the gravity
0of the situetion in Indis end the fmperiesl importence
of tho fovsue reised. They scoordingly peussed the

followiug resolution;:e

"The 1l perisl Conference, while rosffirmi
the resolution of the Conforonce of 1918, the

each comumunity of the British Commonwealth
should enjoy conplete control of the composition
of ite own populetion by meuns of restyiction on
lomigretion from sny of the other communities,
rocognises that thore 1in an incongrulty between
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the ponltion of Indis a» an equal nemoer of

the sritish dmpire and the oxlstengs of AiSe
abllities upon iSritish Indluwns laowiully domiclled
in some other purts of the mplmes Tho Imperial
Conforence acaordlngly 1o of the opinlon thatl In
tho interents of the solidarity of the iritlsh
Gomaonwealth, 1t Lo desirable that the righis of
sach Indlane to oltisenshlp should be recognineds”

The representatives of Couth Afrioa rosord
thoir inabillity to ageeont thie Resolation in view
of tha exgoptlionsl clreunmstanses ian the greaber

Tha reprosentatives of India, whileo expresse-
ing thaiy sppreciation of the asaeptanod of the
Roaslution rosorded above, fesl bound to place On
vooord thelr profound oonsorn at ihe position of
Indians in Jouth Afyrios and thelr hope that by
tiations Lotween the Govermments of Indla
donth Afelos some woy oun be found to reash

& more satislsotory positlion,

The absteatlon of Jouth  frles from adheronce
%o tho meln recommeniation was due to tho peoulisy prodlem
of Natel, whore the Indian population exaseds ihe Suropean
and whave the Lmedlote and sbsolute applleation of the
prineipie of equalliy oonsaquenily was impractliosblo.
Cho matber was, therefore, left to be settled by direoet
negotiation botwoon the Govormments of Indis and South
Afrian.

{6) The Resolution, like othey wesolutions
passed by the Conferense, was undounbtedly a recomsenda-
tion the adontion of which must depend on the Parlla~
monta and peoplan of the dominions concerned, The
Govormont of Indis felt that the vieslt of an Indian
delegation might help Lo place the matter In ita true
parapeotive and prepare publls oplnlon in ile pominions
for sush laglslative astion as might be necessary Lo
give effest to the teorma of the ronolutlon, m
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propocal was hoartily woloomed by the represontetives
of the Lominlons and Mr, Seetyl vas secordingly
deputed by the Govermment of India to visit the
bominions of Australlas, Hew Joaland and Conada,

(7) In Australis the number of resident
Indlans 1o neaxrly 2000, of wvhom neerly all oxoept
600 or o are In enjoyment both of the Lfederal and
the provinalal votes, The exceptione are to be found
in Yestorn Augtralia and ‘usensland, but a8 & result
of the roprocentations nsde by iy, Jastrl, thely
‘anfranshisement at an osrly date 1s expected, The
only other dloablilty from whioh Indlans vesldent in
that dominion suffored 1o exelusion from the benefite
of the 014 Age Pension Agt, The federal sathorities
have promised to fntroduss the nesessary loglalation to
vesady thiss In Uow Zealand, politiosl rights ave enjoyed
by the 600 Indiane Gonloiled thare on the seme Terms as
by citisena of British birth,

(8) In Cancds thare ars no more than 128 Indlans,
of whom 1100 are to be found in Sritish Columbies The
ront are secattersd all over the oountxy, In Sritlish
Golumbis thoy ave exeluded {rom the provinelal Lrancilse,
and oonsequently, under Zection 30 (1) (g) of the
Dominlon Zegtionn Aat, 10«11l George Ve Chaptor 46 of
18t July, 1920, and Chapter 29 of 4th June, 1021, from
tho dominlon Lfranshlee as well, oxgept Insofar us thay
&0 ooverad by the exooptlion mafe,in the latter hall of
the sestion in the Pominion fote YThe Govermmont of British

Solumbia to whom Mre Jeatrl made renresentationa, while
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convinced ol tho logle, falrnees and force of the clalm,
axprensed Thongelves wa unable to prouloe any meassurs of
Yolief until they had ascorvtained thw yoveiptlion with
which any sueh proposal was tn meet at the hands of
Parllasent, They Telt that thelr hands were tled by
populsy prejudlee and the foar of ssitation smong Lebhouy
girclos. Mr, Santel spéotlally interviewsd the leadazs of

Labour organisations in Vancouver to ascertaln thete
attitads, and waz soswred by them that Lfar Lfrom oppouing,
thay woul@ oupport any measure of emsnsipation calaulated
£0 benefit the "hlndu" whom they regardied as & laweadbiding
and loyal conrado,

in a nemorandum saluitted to Mre Oliver, the
rossons for esrly oonforment of the politisal and muniolpal
franohles Wwove exhaustively set forths Thoy would beay
 resspitulation for mutatro mutandls; they arvly with
ogual foroe to the questlion of the federal franchlse ia
“iaiae

1, Sober political thought in indla 1o convinced
that Indle will be bast able to realise her highest
destiny «s & momber of the Byitlah Commonwoslth of
Hatlons, It will bs nesloss howevar, 1 nos dangorousn,
to Ignore that & vory powerful scotlon is striving for
ecomplete separatlion. Continuance or dloablilities of
Indiang sottlod in other parte of tiw anpire tends to nake
the quostion of veparation o more and nors iiving 1ssue.

LA Lt woakens the Influnence of thows who wish to
roteln her within the mnire,

3y It helps to keap allve the foollng of Littarness
anong Lhose Indlans who are dlreotly affacted by the



disabilitlies, and prevente their belng aeeimilated into
'* the politionl and sconomie body of the sountyy of thelr

domalallos
& The old argument thet Indlane gannot olalm oule

gido thelr own countyy rights whish are denied to then at
home, '8 no longer vallids She recent political rolormo
in Indla have conferred the vote on aevery individual who
puys the very moderste sum of thlrteen shillings and 6ix
_ pensg per annum se land tax to the Government, LvVery one
; of the Indlans resident 1ln IHritish Colambla wouli, 1f he
I wora In Indla, probably be entitled to the Volss
- Be In Austrslis ln thyee out of the flve Itates
and in the whola of New Zealand, romident Indlane enjoy
the franohise., In Austyalis more than 1200 out of the
2000 Indianc seitlad there, and abhout 500 Indians in
How Jesland have the vote. In nolther of these dominions
has tholyr asdmisslon to politloal eguality with the white
mhﬂﬁn vosn a soures of ambarrassement to ths Governe
ment op Lyaught with Mur'ta the nommal politisal 1ife
of the sountry, British Columbia could follow safely
in the footeteps of New Zsuth Walen, Vietoria or Couth
JAuspralis or New Loalsnd, ’
6+ Thore 1o no justifisation for putting the Indlan
on the same lovel s8 & Chinaman or Japanese, He 19 a British
sabjoot and i¢ therefore antitled to hetter treatment than
allens, ‘

Te Indls shayed to the full in the perils and
gaorifiges of the ware ller self-respect demands thut her
Mﬂcnala phould enjoy the same privilegne ar any other
alane of s lajenty's nubjectn. Gha has demonatrated

'r
I.
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her fitness to bo trested a8 an egual partner of the
dritish Commonwenlth in the stoym and atlyress oL Wule
Is 1t ressonable that she should be denled equality in
the privileges of noace?

Since the above was written, Infomution hus
been recelved that notlioce has been glven of & resolution
in the Indlan legislature "recomsenting to the Governor
Ganeral In Council thut & pollcy of ctrist retalistion
and reoiproslity of troatment should be Lollowed by the
Govermmont of Indla towarde the self-governlng Dominlons
of the British Japlre.” The advooaten of this resoslution
would only ba atrengthencd by inlefinitely postponing the
conferment of the rights of citiszemship on Indlans, The
Govermment of Indla have so fay succoasfully recsisted
prossure %o pase retullatory legislstlon, Thay recognise
that the best lntervets of the Japlre will not be served
by retaliations They heve worked conolstently Ior a
gettlomont of differancon on ithe banis of mutual undere
gtaniing and good will, It is of vital importance that
they should be helped in tholr enieavor by the Governmente
of the Dominiona, 7The beat way to heln then to to ensure
that the dtsabilitliens of reslient Indlane are quiskly
ronoved. The step o necessaxy in tho Interenta of poode
fellowship among the component parts of the Britannio
Comamonwealth as woll as 1te sollidarity.

0ttaws,
Jeptenbor 2, 19382,



