CHRONOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF

THE KOMAGATA MARU IN 1914

13 February Baba Gurdit Singh announced prospectus of a charter ship to leave for Canada.
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Baba Gurdit Singh took over the Komagata Maru (Guru Nanak Jahaz) ship.
10:00 A.M. Komagata Maru sailed from Hong Kong.

Komagata Maru reached Shangai, China.

Komagata Maru stopped at Moji, 210 Kilometers from Nagasaki, Japan.
Komagata Maru left Yokohama with a total of 376 passengers (340 Sikhs,

24 Muslims, 12 Hindus).

8:00 A.M. Komagata Maru arrived on South-Western shore of Vancouver Islanad.
Komagata Maru arrived in Victoria and then went to William's Head.

In the early hours Komagata Maru anchored on the far side of the Burrard Inlet
near Pier A (foot of Burrard Street, directly west of Canada Place.)

Some passengers allowed to land.

Board of Inquiry hearings. Passengers represented by Edward J. Bird.

$5 000 cash and $50 000 in pledges was raised at a meeting called by the Khalsa
Diwan Society. Immigration officials were removed from the ship.

Baba Gurdit Singh appealed that authorities send food for the starving
passengers.

A total of 34 "return men" were allowed to land.

Captain Yamamoto asked to move Komagata Maru to a new berth 275 meters up
the inlet.

A mass rally to protest media coverage was held in Vancouver.

Shortage of food, water etc., on the ship.

A test case was brought before Mr. Justice Murphy.

Water was pumped on board.

Meeting of The Board Of Inquiry.

Court of Appeal upheld Justice Murphy's decision.

Food and water transported to the Komagata Maru.

Clearance and Deportation papers prepared.

Canadian police attacked the ship to get forcible possession of it. They were
beaten back by unarmed passengers.

Passengers took over ship. Mutiny on board.

7:00 A.M. Militia of 204 took position just south of Pier A at the Western end
of the C.P.R. dock. Cruiser HMCS Rainbow anchored a few hundred yards south
west of the Komagata Maru. '

5:10 A.M. Komagata Maru pulled away with 354 passengers, escorted by
HMCS Rainbow, towboat Sealion and two launches Winimac and Mary Ellen .
Komagata Maru reached Yokohama.

Komagata Maru left for Kobe.

Komagata Maru arrived in Kobe.

3 September Komagata Maru sailed from Kobe.

19 September Komagata Maru left Singapore.
29 September Komagata Maru reached Budge Budge, near Calcutta, India. 24 men were Killed.
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KOMAGATA MARU

/15TH ANNIVERASRY

On May 23, 1914, 376 British Subjects (12 Hindus, 24 Muslims
and 340 Sikhs) of Indian origin arrived in Vancouver Harbour
aboard the Komagata Maru, seeking to enter Canada. 353 of
the passengers were denied entry and forced to depart on
July 23, 1914. This plaque commemorates the 75th
anniversary of that unfortunate 1ncident of racial

discrimination and reminds Canadians of our commitment to an
open society in which mutual respect and understanding are

honoured, differences are respected, and traditions are

cherished. (82 words)

Z X X X ¥ X X

January 10, 1990




OMAGATA MARU INCIDENT

75TH ANNIVERSAK

Dedicated to the memory of the 376 passengers (340 Sikhs, 24
Muslims, 12 Hindus) who arrived at Burrard Inlet, Vancouver on
May 23, 1914 from the Indian sub-continent on the ship
Komagata Maru (Guru Nanak Jahaz). Due to the racist
immigration policy of the Dominion of Canada, they were forced
to leave on July 23, 1914. The Khalsa Diwan Society pays
respect on the commemoration of this reprehensible incident.

July 23, 19809.
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The Komagata Maru Incident

Komagata Maru is the Japanese name of a Cargo ship. On March 25,
1914 Baba Gurdit Singh chartered this ship for six months at $11,000
Hong Kong per month. [t was renamed Guru Nanak Jahaz, and a saffron
flag was hoisted on it, representing the dignity and glory of the Khalsa.
The Komagata Maru tragic incident is a clear manifestation of the self
respect, honour, determination of the 376 passengers and their challenge
to the exclusion policy of the government of Canada. The passengers
confronted this challenge with self respect and bravery. The Sikh heritage
of dignity and courage are symbolized by this incident.

East Indians in had
From 1904-1908, 5180 East Indians had settled in Canada 90% of

them were Sikhs, according to the statistics provided by McKenzie King,
Labour Commissioner of Canada. Khalsa Diwan Society was established in
Vancouver in 1906. The Sikh community built a Sikh temple in Vancouver
at 1866 - 2nd Ave., West in 1909 at a cost of $25,000, which became a
centre for religious, social, political activities. The immigration of large
numbers of East Indians in Canada, especially in Vancouver, British
Columbia created racial tensions, especially against the Sikhs who looked
more distinctive with their turbans and flowing beards. The early
settlers were very hard working and would accept lower wages compared
to white laborers. From 1906-1909 East Indians along with Chinese and
Japanese were subject to anti-Asian feelings among Canadians. British
Columbia’s state legislature passed several enactments to prohibit East
Indian immigration, and to make Canada a white man’s country.

British Honduras

In 1908 Canadian government attempted to persuade East Indians to
leave Canada and settle at British Honduras. This unhealthy country was

infested with malaria; mosquitos and other insects were very common,
there was even shortage of fresh water. The congregation at the

Vancouver Sikh temple resolved to oppose this government scheme. They
resolved that they would give their lives but would not settle in Honduras.

After a long struggle they were successful, but this made the attitude of
- the Canadian government even more negative towards East Indians.

Orders-in- ncil
. In May 1910 the Canadian government passed two orders—in-council.

1. The sum of $200 was required to be in possession of an immigrant
intending to enter Canada. 2. The minister of interior was authorized to



prohibit entry of travellers unless they came from the country of birth or
citizenship by a continuous journey, and purchased their through tickets
before leaving the country of their birth or citizenship. At that time
Canada and India were parts of British Empire, but residents of both
countries did not have equal rights. There was no problem in possessing
$200 for the East Indians, but as there was no direct sailings from India
and the shipping companies were not issuing through ticket, the East
Indians had difficulty fulfilling the 2nd Order-in-council. This order In
council was enforced strictly by the British government unjustly on its
loyal Indian subjects. |t became Iimpossible for the East Indians to enter
Canada. But after residing in Canada for three years one could get
permanent residence, lead comfortable life, and own land. East Indians
criticized this discriminatory law vehemently and demanded the
government to withdraw the law, but this demand was not accepted.
Japanese and Chinese were given some concessions and as a result of that,
in 1911 alone 2986 Japanese and 1932 Chinese entered Canada. In 1913 a
party of 39 Sikhs sailed from Hong Kong but were detained in Vancouver,
later they were bailed out by Vancouver Sikhs. This case was tried in the
court and the judgment was passed in favour of the Sikhs, and they were
allowed to stay. |t was a big victory for the Sikhs in Canada. Hence, they
started writing letters to their friends, and relatives, inviting them to
come to Canada and were prepared to take responsibility for their landing
and stay. Hundreds of passengers arrived in Calcutta ready to sail for
Canada. They were urging the shipping companies to issue them a through
ticket for continuous journey but were refused on confidential
instructions from the government of India. So these frustrated
passengers continued their efforts from nearby Islands such as Singapore

and Hong Kong.

Ba rdi ingh _Ji

Baba Gurdit Singh was born in 1859 in the village of Sarhali district
Amritsar, Punjab. His father's name was Hukam Singh. From childhood he
was very ambitious and determined person. In 1870 there was drought In
Punjab and his father went to Malaya to earn livelihood. Soon Gurdit Singh
followed his father. In Malaya, he worked for a Chinese merchant for some
time, and with sufficient money, he started his own dairy farm. Later, he
became a contractor Iin Singapore, and he often visited the neighbouring

“1slands on business ventures. In December 1913, on one of his trips to

Hong Kong he had the opportunity of addressing the Hong Kong Sikh temple
celebrating Guru Gobind Singh ji's birth anniversary. Baba Gurdit Singh at
that occasion, paid homage to Guru ji and urged the congregation that our
religion demanded that we should make sacrifice for the independence of
our country. At that Gurpurabh on January 4, 1914 there were hundreds of




Punjabis present, who had been waiting for months to get passage to
Canada. They explained their problems to Baba ji. Baba Gurdit Singh

assured them that they would charter a ship and sail to Canada according
to the laws of the Canadian government. Baba Gurdit Singh came across at

that time a young man named Daljit Singh who was proceeding to U.S.A. for
higher studies. After listening to the problems of Punjabis, Daljit Singh
gave up the idea of higher studies, and became secretary for Baba Gurdit
Singh and later on was appointed secretary of the Komagata Maru. Daljit
Singh corresponded with the Khalsa Diwan Society, Vancouver and sought
their advice about their plan to charter a ship and sail to Canada with
passengers. Khalsa Diwan Society replied in an encouraging manner and
promised to give every assistance in Canada. Baba Gurdit Singh startea

looking for a ship to charter seriously.

Komagata Maruy |
On March 25, 1914 Baba Gurdit Singh chartered Komagata Maru, a

Japanese coal carrying Cargo ship for six months at $11,000 per month.
Keeping necessities and comforts of passengers in minds overall clean up,
repairs and proper furnishings were accomplished. It was inspected and
passed fit for sailing by government engineers. Arrangements for storage
of groceries and water were made. Dr. Raghunath Singh, who was also a
passenger on the ship, was appointed medical officer on the ship. He
purchased medical supplies and equipped the ship with necessary
furnishings for the voyage. Later on unfortunately Dr. Raghunath Singh
became an informer for the Canadian government. It was published that
Komagata Maru would sail on March 30, 1914. After making all
preparations, they had to face a lot of difficulties to get permit to sail.
The police searched Baba ji's room and arrested him also. At last he got a
permit on April 4, 1914. When Daljit Singh gave this good news in the
Sikh temple Hong Kong, everybody exclaimed Sat Siri Akal with great
vigor. The whole congregation offered prayers in front of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib ji, after taking command from Guru ji the ship was renamed Guru

Nanak Jahaz. Bhai Nabh Kanwal Singh was appointed granthi on the ship.
Sri Guru Granth Sahib was taken to the ship in a procession, with the °
singing of hymns accompanied by musical instruments. The saffron Khalsa

flag flying on Guru Nanak Jahaz graced the ship with elegance. With the
final whistle,- the passengers and shore people exclaiming Sat Siri Akal
once again, and the ship started sailing towards the deep sea. Passengers
in the presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib held congregations on the ship and

sang devotional hymns day and night during their voyage.




Shanghai
On 8th April the Komagata Maru reached Shanghai and anchored in the

~river. The passengers paid homage to the beautiful Gurdwara, and held

discussions with local Sikhs. The propaganda of the Ghadir party had been
going on in U.S.A. and Canada; and it had also reached these islands. The
passengers were getting latest publications at every port. Reading and
listening to the literature the passengers started hating the
discriminatory policy of the British government and became pro-
revolutionary. The ship sailed for Moji on 14th April.

Moji kA )
Reaching Moji on April 19, Baba Gurdit Singh paid the next two
instalments of the Charter of the ship. $15000 Japanese Yen worth of
coal was bought and loaded on the Komagata Maru so it could be sold at a
double price in Canada. Here Baba ji had the opportunity of meeting Bhal
Balwant Singh of Khurdpur, the first priest of Khalsa Diwan Society, Sikh
temple, Vancouver. Later Bhai Balwant Singh was hanged in Lahore In
1916 Dby the British government for taking part in the struggle for
independence. His martyrdom will be immortal in Canadian Sikh history.

Yokohama
On 28th April Komagata Maru reached Yokohama the second port of

Japan, where 14 more passengers boarded the ship. There were 376
passengers at that time on board, out of which were 340 Sikhs, 24
Muslims and 12 Hindus. Among them were two ladies and two children,
Balwant Singh, six year old son of Baba Gurdit Singh was- one of the
children. '

On 2nd May Komagata Maru started sailing towards Canada by
crossing the Pacific Ocean. In the evening of May 21 Komagata Maru
arrived at the harbour in Victoria, the capital of British Columbia, Canada.
The Canadian immigration patrol boats encircled all around the ship.
Friends and relatives of the passengers who had come to welcome them,
but they were not allowed to go near the ship. On the morning of May 23,
after sailing for seventy miles Komagata Maru anchored on the far side of
Burrard Inlet, opposite Vancouver. The iImmigration department put

Canadian police on a very tight watch around the ship. East Indians from

far and wide had assembled at the harbour in large numbers to welcome
the passengers but were disappointed when none of the passengers were
allowed to disembark or communicate with the shore people. After a long
and tiring voyage the passengers became apprehensive and sad. The
officials visited the ship very often, harassed the passengers and provided




distorted information to the media. The captain of the ship, T. Yamamoto
and medical officer Dr. Raghunath Singh collaborated with the authorities
and were allowed to go ashore at any time. The Canadian government in
consultation with the British government in India had made up their mind
before the arrival of the ship not to allow it to dock at the Vancouver
harbour. All the passengers were British subjects, each had $200.00 on
them and fulfilled the immigration conditions. It was a strange irony that
Canada and India were parts of British Empire and the same Union Jack
-~ was flying in both the countries; yet the subjects of the same king were
openly discriminated. According to the immigration law, merchants,
preachers, students and tourists could land in Canada. As Baba Gurdit
Singh had come as a merchant to sell coal, he tried to land on that clause,
but was refused. The Sikhs of Vancouver were prepared to deposit any
bonds of any amount for the passengers, but were helpless due to the
discriminatory policy of Canadian government.

Hopkinson
Hopkinson was an immigration inspector and also a spy for the

British, Indian and Canadian governments. He could speak Punjabi language
very well and he had worked with Punjab police. He would easily accept
bribery . One day he visited the ship and proposed to Baba Gurdit Singh
that if he would pay $2000 cash he could arrange to get the passengers
landed but the deal should remain between Baba Gurdit Singh and
Hopkinson. Baba Gurdit Singh refused to keep the deal confidential from
the passengers. He left the ship in anger and gave threats of reprisals. He
was a very corrupt and vicious officer. He tried to sow seeds of discord
among passengers. One passenger named Munshi Singh was entraped in his
craftiness, and got him to apply for landing in Canada. During the trial
Munshi Singh gave harmful statements, as a result the court decided
against his landing and ordered him to leave Canada.

On the basis of this decision, immigration department gave notice to
Komagata Maru to Canada. Hopkinson always tried to do harm to the East
Indian community living in Vancouver by his ill designs. Sometimes he
would go to Punjabi meetings in disguise and report to the Canadian
government of the outcome. East Indians were very much fed up of him.
Bhai Mewa Singh Lapoke shot Hopkinson on October 21; Hopkinson died In
the court for his misconduct and misdeeds. Bhai Mewa Singh was hanged
on January 11, 1915, and became the first Canadian Sikh martyr; he
exemplified the proud heritage and culture of the Sikhs . The president of
Khalsa Diwan Society, Vancouver, Bhai Bhag Singh was killed in the
congregation by a government tout Bela Singh on September 5, 1914.
Though Bela Singh was caught red-handed, he was tried and freed. Bela




Singh returned to India and was rewarded for spying. In 1943 Babhar Hari
Singh killed Bela Singh.

Instalment

It was essential to pay the two months charter instalment of
$22000, by June 4, 1914. Baba Gurdit Singh had planned to pay it after
selling coal from the ship. As the Canadian government did not allow him
to land, he wanted to sue the immigration department for their
oppressive injustice and damage. With the help of Khalsa Diwan Society,
Vancouver, a capable lawyer J.E. Bird was hired, but during the hearings of
the case Baba Gurdit Singh was not allowed even once to see him . Mr. Bird
fought the case without knowing the full particulars and circumstances.
As the passengers were mis-treated, Baba Gurdit Singh felt he was not In
a position to pay the instalment of the ship. Hence, Baba Gurdit Singh
started correspondence with Bhai Balwant Singh. The officials helped in
exchanging the letters after they were bribed. On June 3, a special
congregation was held at Sikh temple, the head office of Khalsa Diwan
Society, Vancouver, over seven hundred attended, and they contributed
$5000 cash and pledged $50,000 at that hard time. At that meeting
Komagata Maru shore committee was struck. Baba Gurdit Singh
transferred the charter of the ship to Sardar Bhag Singh and Mr. Hassan
Rahim whose committee paid the instalment of the charter. |

Hardships
The passengers ran out of the provisions and some were dying of

hunger and thirst; but no hardships were suffered by the captain and the
crew. The passengers did not have anything to eat and drink for four days.
In the hot summer weather the passengers had become miserable due to
scarcity of water. The Canadian government was not only discriminatory
but had become inhuman. Curiosity seekers were always present at the

harbour at all times to see the plight of the passengers.

Assistance

The adverse news of the misery of the passengers also reached the
Vancouver Sikh temple. At last, the congregation decided that they must
provide groceries and water to the passengers at any cost. The necessary
provisions were purchased secretly and barrels of water were made ready.

Arrangements were made with a fire boat and Sardar Harman Singh Jhanda

‘with two other helpers were successfully carried provisions to the ship in

the darkness. The police arrested these volunteers but released them on
bail after a week. The Khalsa Diwan Society and the United India league

called a meeting at Dominion Hall on Sunday, June 21 to discuss the
oppression and cruelty done to the passengers of the ship. White
Canadians along with East Indians were present in the meeting who



criticized openly the discriminatory policies of the Canadian government.
The news of keeping passengers starved, prisoned on the ship and other
maltreatments were published in the papers all over the world. All the
-~ political parties passed resolutions, urging the Canadian government to
treat passengers favourably. As a result of that, passengers were allowed
provisions under strict official supervision. The co-charterers were
reimbursed for the purchase of provisions.

sea Lion

- On the night of July 18, watchmen on the Komagata Maru observed
that a tug boat was swiftly moving towards the ship. The Sea lion, a tug
boat came very close to the Komagata Maru with 150 to 200 armed men on
board. It had planned to push the Komagata Maru towards the deep sea.
When the tug came next to the ship it tied a thick rope and started
pulling. The passengers were taken by surprise by this strategy. They had
no means of defending themselves, but the brave, clever passengers
started using coal brought from Moji for selling as their defensive
weapons. They threw heaps of coal at the Sea Lion . The police fired back
heavily with rifles and poured hot water on them with water hoses. The

 battle lasted for some time and quite a few people were injured on both
sides. lronically, it was the first time the British Navy attacked British

subjects in history. They were the subjects of the British Empire and
should have had equal rights. The East Indian passengers eventually were
successful in sending away the Canadian police and the war cry "Sat Sri
Akal" was echoed in pitch darkness. This news of driving away of
Canadian police by hungry, thirsty and unarmed passengers spread like
wild fire. The immigration department requested the Federal government
in Ottawa for military assistance and informed them that passengers
were revolting. Within two days armed reinforcements arrived In
Vancouver. The military preparations were undergoing at government
levels. The East Indians in Vancouver and on the ship were prepared to
face the big challenge with courage and determination.

Bainbow

On the morning of July 21, HMCS Rainbow, a Canadian Navy Cruiser
was anchored in the Burrard inlet with its guns pointing towards
Komagata Maru . A naval officer of Rainbow sent a message to Baba Gurdit
Singh that either they should leave Vancouver harbour within two hours or
they will be fired upon and destroyed. The passengers accepted the
challenge bravely. Baba Gurdit Singh replied that they were not prepared
to leave without provisions. If the Canadian government was ready to
provide food and -water, they could leave at any time. It was much better
to die as martyrs here, than die of hunger and thirst during the voyage.

After the two hour ultimatum one could hear mourning music played by the



band on the Rainbow. All the passengers of the Komagata Maru gathered as
a congregation in front of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The Granthi offered
prayers and read the command from Siri Guru Granth Sahib; the passengers
were ready to become martyrs. The militia started pouring hot water on
the passengers and got into firing position, pointing guns towards them.
The commanding officer of the Cruiser observed the determination and
courage of the passengers, and informed the Canadian government that by
attacking Komagata Maru, they would be killing innocent passengers along
with thirty to forty Japanese crew members. When all scare tactics
failed the cruiser was moved away from Komagata Maru.

Return
Baba Gurdit Singh received a telegram from the Federal government

through immigration department asking Komagata Maru to leave. Baba
Gurdit Singh replied that they would depart if the following conditions

were met: |
1. Provisions such as groceries and water to be supplied for return

voyage from Vancouver to Hong Kong.
2. All shore East Indians should be given permission to see the

passengers on the ship.
3. The passengers should be given assurance that there would be no
trouble or harassment during the voyage.
The government was forced to accept the conditions.
On July 22 provisions were loaded. It was a day of first and last

union with friends and relatives on the ship after two months of virtual

imprisonment undergoing hardships. Only 34 passengers were allowed to
immigrate , but the rest were not allowed to even step on Canadian soll.

At 5 a.m. July 23, the Komagata Maru sailed under the escort of Rainbow
after anchoring for two months in the Burrard inlet. At the time of sailing
there were 5000 white Canadian gathered at the harbour as spectators to

see the final episode. The Komagata Maru reached Yokohama on August 16
after sailing through very rough sea. The British agent in Yokohama

informed in writing that the ship was not allowed to proceed to Hong Kong
even though they were given a permit in Vancouver. As 165 passengers had
started their voyage in Hong Kong they wanted to disembark there also.

The passengers had to encounter insincere policy of the government once
again. On August 21 the ship anchored at Kobe. Several East Indian

families were living comfortably there, they welcomed all the passengers
in a cordial manner. After sailing from Kobe Komagata Maru reached
Singapore inlet on September 16, there it had to anchor three miles away
from the harbour. The gun boats were assigned to watch Komagata Maru.
Baba Gurdit Singh and some passengers wanted to disembark in connection
with their business, but British government agents would not allow




them. On September 19, Komagata Maru sailed for Calcutta. The
passengers were feeling very optimistic. Reaching their mother land
(India) the national leaders would listen to their woes and deliver justice.
On September 26 the Komagata Maru, seventy miles from Calcutta sailed
at its normal speed, when a white officer on a gun boat suddenly stopped
the ship by signal. The ship anchored for the night at Kalpi. Next day on
September 27, at 8 a.m. a gun boat anchored besides Komagata Maru.
British and Indian soldiers from the boat embarked the ship with thumping
noise and started searching the passengers. They searched for a full day,
by September 28 they had not found anything objectionable.

Bu B
On the morning of 29th September the ship was ordered to. sail. The

passengers were in happy mood, in the hope to be free from six months of
prison at sea. Baba Gurdit Singh had also sent telegrams to several high
officials. Passengers were expecting a big welcome, proclamation of
their bravery and justice. The distressed passengers could not foresee the
devious planning of the government. The ship had only reached Budge
Budge, sixteen miles from Calcutta at its normal speed, when it was once
again stopped by the officials. The police officers asked the passengers
to disembark and were told that they would be transported to Punjab by
the evening train. None of the passengers had wanted to go to Punjab. The
government had pre-planned to send them by force. When the police noted
that the passengers would not obey their orders, they started using force
and dragged them from the ship. Baba Gurdit Singh carried Sri Guru Granth
Sahib on his head and placed it on the platform, and the passengers
gathered around Siri Guru Granth Sahib. The officials were keeping a very
strict watch and ordered the passengers to get on the train. As the
passengers were hungry for the last two days and their baggage was still
on the ship, Baba Gurdit Singh informed the officials that they wanted to
go to Calcutta. He also pleaded that If the government could not allow all
the passengers to proceed to Calcutta, at least five sikhs should be
permitted to carry Siri Guru Granth Sahib to Calcutta Gurdwara with
dignity. The ruthless officials even rejected that request.

The passengers were becoming agitated due to hunger and thirst In
the hot weather. The British and Punjabi soldiers were keeping a strict
watch. It was evening, and the Granthi had lead the evening prayers.
‘Before the final prayers were offered, there was firing on the passengers.
There was confusion in the darkness and gun shots could be heard during
the night. [f any passenger tried to escape, he was either hung upside
down or shot dead. According to government sources 24 passengers were
Kiled and 23 injured. Independent reporters differ with those numbers
and estimated higher casualties. Most of the passengers were arrested.




The police put some of the passengers on the train to Punjab and the rest
were imprisoned for several years on the pretext of revolution. Baba
Gurdit Singh was imprisoned, but he later escaped, and then he
surrendered at Nankana Sahib on November 16, 1921 after remaining In
hiding for seven years. He was set free on February 28, 1922. He was
arrested several times later in connection with India’'s independence
movements. He was a devoted and dedicated Gursikh. During the ill fated
voyage of the Komagata Maru there were five Akhand Paths and two
Sadharan Paths completed. Baba Gurdit Singh left for eternal abode on July
24 1954. Baba Gurdit Singh's personality and effort has a distinct place
in the Canadian and Sikh history. From 1908 to 1962 the. government of
Canada wanted to keep Canada a white man's country, but from 1963
onward changes were brought about in immigration laws. At present there

are several hundred thousand East Indians of which 80% are Sikhs and they

reside in different parts of Canada. The Komagata Maru incident though

took place seventy five years ago. Today in 1989 there Is no open
discrimination but still some discreet discrimination exists. We pray to

Almighty God that in the times to come every person may live comfortably
and happily without any discrimination of colour, race and religion In our

prosperous Canada.

Original in Punjabi By: Swarnjit Kaur Neel

July, 19809.
Richmond, B.C. Canada
Translated By: Gurdial Singh Neel
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PROCLAMATION TO COMMEMORATE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE KOMAGATA MARU INCIDENT

WHEREAS the Komagata Maru, after an historic voyage, arrived 1in
Vancouver harbour on May 21, 1914 but was forced to leave on
July 23, 1914 as a result of a discriminatory act by the
government of Canada;

CONVINCED that the 376 British subjects from India, passengers on
Komagata Maru, were treated differently compared with the white
subjects of the British Empire;

AFFIRMING that the City of Vancouver now practises non-racist
policies and treats its citizens with equality without '
discrimination based on race, ethnic or national origin, colour,
religion; and recognizes the multicultural character of our city;

. NOTING that the injustice did occur seventy-five years ago in our
' harbour but believing we have taken positive steps in harmonizing
race relations since then; '

REINFORCING the belief in human dignity, fundamental justice and
egquality for all;

THEREFORE now, I, Gordon Campbell, Mayor of City of Vancouver, do
hereby proclaim July 23, 1989, Komagata Maru Day and call upon

all citizens of Vancouver to commemorate in mutual understanding
and respect the 75th anniversary of this reprehensible incident

in crder to build a more positive race relations climate in our
CLLY .




Ofttice of the Mayor

The Corporation of the District of
BURNABY

BRITISH COLUMBIA
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roclamation

COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE KOMAGATA MARU INCIDENT

the Komagata Maru arrived 1in Vancouver Harbour on May 21,
1914, after a historic voyage; and

the Komagata Maru had a passenger list made up of of three
hundred and seventy-six British subjects from 1India,
consisting of Sikhs, Muslims, and Hindus; and

due to protests and dockside demonstrations by local Canadian
residents, the Canadian Government  bowed to these
discriminatory demands and forced the Komagata Maru to leave
on July 23, 1914, without allowing the three hundred and
seventy-six British subjects from India to disembark; and

the Municipality of Burnaby is a multi-cultural society with
equality for all, regardless of race, colour or creed, and
has firm policies in place to recognize and protect the
fundamental rights of our citizens; and

although the Komagata Maru incident happened seventy-five
years ago, it should stand as a reminder that we must
reinforce our belief in the rights of all to enjoy equality,
human dignity, and justice;

NOW THEREFORE I, WILLIAM J. COPELAND, MAYOR OF BURNABY

DO HEREBY DECLARE July 23, 1989 as
Raomagata Maru Day

in the Municipallty of Burnaby.




