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Here We Are Again

O UR STEADY EFFORTS, during the last thirteen months, for the purpose of

establishing some sort of an informative and interpretive medium,

through

which to bring the people of India and Canada closer together, on every plane
of endeavour, where they happened to contact each other, or wherever their inter-
ests seemed to show tendencies of growth for their mutual benefit and interests, came

to an end, with the close of January, 1930.

During these months we succeeded in

laying the foundation of this work, as far as it was possible for one man with the

germ of the idea, to exert and accom-

plish, with the very limited resources
and means at his disposal. With the
present issue of “India & Canada” a

further and progressive stage of our
work begins.

After carrying on this work, until the
middle of October, we had to leave for
Eastern Canada on an important trip,
which took us right up to the Atlantic
coast. We returned to Vancouver, on
Christmas Eve, after an absence of
sixty-eight cays, with a renewed inspir-
ation and enthusiasm for our wcrk, as
the result of our contact with so many
beautiful souls, wherever we went. The
kindness and courtesy which it was our
good fortune to experience, from those
whom we visited and the staunch
friends of both India and Canada whom
we discovered, in s0 many important
places, was inspiring indeed. This sounds
paradoxical when we know as a matter
of fact that our countrymen in Canada
are receiving anything but fair play, in
many ways, in the name of Canada, and
a part of our duty is involved in bringing
to light those things which need mend-
ing and where education on the both
sides is sorely needed. And, here is the
work that we must keep doing, without
~any thought of success or failure, with
hope and charity as our motto, in the
interests of things that endure rather
than those that perish and destroy.

The sun was shining, as it only shines
on the Pacific Coast, as we neared
Vancouver. The happy day of Christmas
over, our immediate concern became to
find somewhat larger quarters than the
partitioned small room at the back of a
store, where this publication had its
birth in June, 1929. Now, here is our
new place, both ample and comfortable,
for the present at least, and far better
suited to carry on this work more
rrogressively than it was possible to do
in the old place. Here, we are not only
having the fun of writing copy in two
languages, the roots of both of which
o0 to the common origin, Sanskrit, but
have also to find time to set the Indian
type with our own hands, as no one else
in this country knows how to do it. We
want to tell you frankly that this set-
ting of the Punjabee type is a mighty
slow job, for the present time at any
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The snapshot below was
front of the Hart House,
the time of Mr. Andrew’s recent visit
there. From leit to right: (1) Karxtar
Singh: (2) Mr. C. F. Andrews; (3) Mr.
F. J. Moore of Hart House.

fuastIndlta fugea waat
7 e fzafus 3 erdec gatea
et e oms few s ue S
HY UTH 9 ga37a 7w 2 ﬁ-n:r
eI M I8 a fuHET We w
Hg UTdE UH &de ET&T |

W8 TIHS Es(a"}é

UE 3T HUTE T ¥ U85 "€ &
if grace gug Tv9 Ueat mrsT
Tt THUS3 a7 ST T T8mT
a4 979 231 vu fagw s
€sgead & MilgmT 7T I'a miw
st 73 TSt T s3I TS
HTE M3 dasTev uxt3aT g
wTE I 7 SITedt d&3T ev
fiea3Ta™t ug T ot &
8F ST&HATItI G uUg U €9 B
a7 39T 9 &l 3 miHt i<
HITS T a0 usa T madas T
& 0d dHT ¥fgorg 338 =
wHEYT 0& HNT Ova [gasg+t
<Ol wa3at @ vag fgagar
defser3IzeT Ue A3 U Izl
Iy & RIU¥ T3 89T ¥
THQ I TE Us Iy €578 1
s T feae a0t fumser3 €0
ITIITH IgaTa8IT TITIIS
st e vg yvavie © &2 33T
I WIS 0 HTY 99 St 3 |1
gIHT YT ST U Hol Ward3 &7
& eedr U8 AT8 WMal amt <€

FUTg 3 €079 TUS HTST WUST JFIgHNHET I niaraw’t T wWygTrg U
e oI WAt e 0 83 3l fen Snfeufza s 3 ffva uas 0a
3 3 A STE TS gratggret €1 o3I eTUITIT S &TH
femuysaeTUITSI IR AT SR g0 oT I 3t fawasw 3 'gor g
FS TV UT3IwE T TS IU 3T T A st I urstfeaner 'w

HTTHTS &¢ SIAATSUIWHI U U3Tay |

fsousa T <

SHUT e {guT T Il TH IFTHHT STHS THS TS ITHISTI STE W
HtstenE 3@ e UsTaa R I a7 must s sHT S fiw g3
X HTU SBITHSTIIg HA I I e ff'ows eoTM® T ggorss ey
w8 3 A3 373 {¥€9 U °ATS 93X wT ATs' it @a33T g & |
I U I STHE @S TU T AN I ITII HTITT STH & HeT 5T Bare ©
e "ot foeraTsT Il Fo T UgdT UdT UTH I HIUT miNagtaT I



2.

INDIA AND CANADA

o

rate. This will be one explanation if at
any time we happen to be delayed by
some small accident creating a ‘pie”
which will also be our job to straighien
out, before proceeding with the real
work. With experience, however, we
hope to acquire speed, and also if cir-
crmetanecs nermit we w'll train some
one else for this duty. There are some
humorous situations created when you
LY W0 gel Out a publication in two lan-
guages, especially when the editor, pub-
lisher and everything else, has been In
Canada busy for the past eighteen
years trying to pick up and speak the
English language, somewhat at the ex-
pense of his mother tongue, in which
he, now, has also to write. The other
aay, we felt a bit embarrassed, when a

Canadian gentleman, whom we did not'

have the pleasure of meeting or know-
ing before, came in to see us. Immed-
iately, before his arrival, we had been
taiking in the Punjabee language, to a
compatriot of ours. When the conversa-
tion started with the Canadian visitor,
we unconsciously, answered him in the
Punjabee language. He looked at us in
amazement, to hear something which, at
least, sounded to him like mumbling.
The expression of surprise showed, as
if he was thinking that we were utter-
ing some Eastern magic words, to do
him good or evil, as a consequence. We,
however, immediately apologized for
our slip and explained that it had been
caused on account of our long conver-
sation in another language, preceeding
his arrival. We did not make any such
slips on our recent Hastern tour.
While in Toronto, we had the pleas-
ure of spending several weeks with
some old friends and part of the time
with Mr. C. F. Andrews, whom we par-
t:cularly went to see. There are not
many persons who work for the ideal
of international goodwill and inter-rac-
ial peace, so continuously and hard, as
Mr. Andrews  has been doing for the
most part of his useful life. This second
visit of his to Canada, since the Ilast
time when he accompanied Sir Rabin-
dranath Tagore, was very fruitful in-
deed. He addressed many important
meetings in Toronto, notably the one
in Convocation Hall, at the TUniver-
sity of Toronto, when his subject was,
“What is Moving at the Heart of In-
dia.”” He also wrote considerably to the
press, to enlighten the Canadian public
opinicn on India and her leading nat-
ional figures, whom he knows so well.
The picture of a little momentary inci-
deant which occured at the ‘“Arts and
I etters Club” of Toronto, has leit an
impression on cur memory. Some of
the writers and painters of note in Can-
ada, were gathered around a table, at
the lunch time, asking Mr. Andrews
cues.ions about the literary and artistic
movements in India. One of the group
was LMr. Bertram Brooker, who contri-
butes an interesting column to the Dailly
Province of this city, under the head-
ing of ‘“The Seven Arts”. It happened
that at this very time, the first copy ot
Mr. Brooker’s new book entitled ‘““Year
Book of the Arts in Canada’  was
brought into the rcom by the president
cf the McMfillan Co. o¢f Canada, who is
also a member of the Club. Mr. Brook-
er’s new literary baby was passed ar-
ound from one person to another, every-
one congratulating Bert as they address-
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ed the author, for his new venture in
Canadian literature. It was delightful
to be among some of these creative
minds of Canada who seemed to be
happy and proud of this good sized book
which was a brief survey of all the lit-
erary and artistic activities that pervaded
Canada, during the year just ended.
And, here among them was sitting a
Hindu Canadian; also happy to share
their enthusiasm and zeal for Canada.
There are those who have often said
that it was difficult, nay, even impossible
for a Hindu to become a Canadian. And
such a narrow outlook has been the
cause of a great deal of misunderstand-
ing. Men with such an outlook, in our
way of thinking are not fully alive spir-
itually. ‘Canada is capable of inspiring
even an Kast Indian and capable of ma-
king him a true Canadian. This is part of
Our message.

In Toronto, while we were there, a
group banded themselves together in a
Canada India Committee, with the pur-
pose of helping to promote a better ap-
preciation and understanding between
the two countries and people, one having
achieved the final goal of their national
freedom and the other showing very
much earnestness in going after it and
looking forward to its attainment at no
distant date.

In Montreal among many worthy
people whom we had the pleas-
ure of meeting, one notable case was
Dr. Helen R. D. Reid, who had been
hostess to Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, on her
visit to Eastern Canada last year. Dr.
Reid’s interests are many and her useful
life has been spent in social and edu-
cational work of a very high order in
Montreal. We also called on the prince
of Canada’s idealists, Mr. J. R. Dougall,
the veteran editor of the Montreal Wit-
ness, on whose front page appears the
motto of its editor, “To Make Canada a
Land to Love.” We were told that that
was the very time when the sixtieth an-
niversary of Mr. Dougall’s editorship of
the Witness was being celebrated, and
messages of appreciation and goodwill
were pouring in from all over Canada to
this grand old Canadian in his eighty-
ninth year, still hale and hearty at the
oifice on every working day. We per-
sonally tendered our congratulations to
this celebrated and remarkable editor,
who once in his youth had interviewed
Abraham Lincoln.

We paid visits to Hamilton, Ottawa
and other important centres in the
East. We also visited our compatriots
at Calgary and oher points in Alberta
and also Kamloops and Kelowna in the
Okanagan Valley. It was very encourag-
ing and inspiring indeed to us to see
these countrymen of ours working away
at their fruit orchards and fields, which
they have acquired after many years
of labour and where they are now hard
working and industrious farmers of
Canada. Because of our stay with them
and our study of their conditions, we
will be able to explain their case,
through our columns, much better.

S0 lLere we are again in Vancouver,
following up and nursing along our
work yet in its infancy. During the com-
ing year, besides giving our readers, a
correct picture of the Hindus and their
problems in Canada, we will also en-
deavour to give reliahle and correct in-
formation about modern India, her



4

INDIA AND CANADA

leaders and problems. Tt is admitted
on all sides that a rising and growing
young Inia is going to be one of the
- greatest problems as well as a spectacle
of absorbing interest before the people
of the world. We, on account of our
special fitness for this, will endeavour
to serve the cause of truth, in this de-
veloping panorama of modern world
history in the making. Our Hindu Can-
adian readers, will find in our columns,
both in English and Punjabee, interest-
ing information which not only will
concern their welfare and progress in
this great country but will also contain
a story of Canada’s life, problems and
growth which they must learn to appre-
ciate more and more.

We believe in the importance of this
work. It is costing us more than money.
It will continue according to our
strength of means, mind and body. Your
ocoodwill, co-operation and help will
not only be greatly useful but will also
be sincerely appreciated.

*® * * F
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"BRITISH GUIANA AND CANADA

By C. F. ANDREWS

five months of the West 1lodies.

spending the greater part of my
time in Trinidad and British Guiana.
Also, I was able to visit Dutch Guiana
where nearly 40,000 Indiuns are inn res-
idence. Altogether in this part of the
world, there are nearly 350,000 residents
wlhico have come from Norta india to set-
tle in (hese parts. Taey are sturdy agri-
culturists who came ovr originaily in
indenture and are now tLheir own mas-
ters and are making their way rorward
to considerable wealth and prosperity,
owing to their well-known industry and

E HAVE just come back from a tour of

perseverance. In British Guiana itself
there are nearly 130,000 East Indians.
The name ‘East Indian’ is given to

everyone who comes from India in order
to distinguish them from the American
Indians who are to be found in consid-
erable numbers in these parts of the
world. |

The chief occupation 1is rice cultiva-
tion. The flat alluvial land in British
Guiana is probably the most fertile rice
land in this part of the world. [ have
never seen such perfect soil for rice
cultivation. The sugar industry used to
stretch over these lands under the
plantation system but since the beet
cuitivation of sugar in Europe has pro-
gressed, and Cuba under United States
protection has begun an immense sugar
industry of their own, the sugar plan-
tations of these parts of the West In-
dies have very rapidly declined and in
British Guiana probably three out of
four plantations have gone into liquida-
tion, and the land has been sold at an
absurdly low price and is now Dbeing
used by the East Indians for rice culti-
vation. Thus the East Indian settlers
have been able to obtain good rice land
at a very cheap rate and they have done
so well that the rice industry, which is
entirely in their hands, has become the
second largest industry in British Gui-
ana. Indeed, in a few years’ time it will
undoubtedly become the leading indus-
try and take the place of sugar.

In addition to the rice cultivation
there is an immense area in the inter-
ior which is hilly country with very im-
portant rivers running through it, and

on the soll of this interior there are
growing some of the best trees for
timber in the whole world. The timber

industry is at a very early stage in its
development and its future may be im-
mensely important. One of the greatest
and heaviest trees is called the “Green
Heart.”” Its timber is so solid that it
withstands the attacks of any wood in-
sects and it can be used for deccks and
piers in the sea and river fronts without
any sign of rotting owing to fungus
growth. [t can, also, be used as rail-

way tracks for laying down rails with-
out any danger of the wood becoming
rotten and insect eaten. This large
lumber trade will undoubtedly be the
greatest part of the future development
of British Guiana. The country is en-
tirely free for settlers. There are no
Immigration laws preventing anyone
from landing and there is abhsolutely no
sign of colour prejucice. East Indians
have already on the flat lands of the
alluvial coasts built up considerable for-
tunes and several of them own proper-
ty worth more than $100,000 invested in
land but the timber industry is likely
to produce even greater wealth for those
who are capable of conducting this new
enterprise. The climate is not seriously
hot but there is maleria along the river
beds and this has to be carefully guard-
ed against. At the same time the mal-
eria is nothink like so bad as that which
exists in the Panama Zzone. .
With regard to future Immigration
from India, I am personaliy strongly
opposed to any form of Labour Immi-
gration because this implies recruiting,
and recruiting always involves fradu-
lent methods. On the other hand, if
enterprising, young, adventurous men
who are ready to run the rigks and have
a little capital to start with, there could
be hardly a better field for enterprises
than British Guiana presents today. ]
found during my five months in these
parts, the Punjabees were constantly
passing to and fro to Brazil, Cuba, and
the Panama zone, and I was told by
Pundit Jaimini Metha, who came out as
an Arya Samaj preacher, that he found
more than 2,000 Punjabees working at
high wages and hire in the Panama
survey. There were other Punjabees
whom I met wandering through British
Guiana, and their experiences in Bra-
zil, and also in Central America, were
not encouraging. They had suffered very
great harships and did noet know very
often how to get along from one place
to another. It seemed to me to be a sad
thing that such splendid young men
should go wandering about in this hap-
hazard manner instead of settling down
in a country where there was such a
splendid hope of future developments,
especially in the lumber industry. When
I was in British Guiana, I used often to
talk about my visit to British Columbia,
and the KEast Indians were very deeply
interested to hear of their brothers on
that side of America. Jt is of great im-
portance that the Indians in British
Columbia should come into closer touch
with the Indians in British Guiana, and
it will be a pleasure to me if through
this article, which I am privileged to
publish in a paper called “India and
Canada’, some such contact results.
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JIndian A ational (Pongress’ i

For four and forty years this Nat-
ional Congress has laboured for the free-
dom of India. During this period it has
somewhat slowly, but surely, awakened
national consciousness from its long
stupor and built up the national move-

ment. If today we are gatheired here at
a crisis of our destiny, conscious of our
strength as well as of our weakness,
and looking with hope and apprehension
to the;future, it is well that we give first
thought to those who have gone before
us and who spent their lives with
little hope of reward so that those that
followed them may have the joy of ach-
ievement. Many of the giants of old are
not with us and we of a later day, stand-
ing on an eminence of their creation,
may often decry their efforts. That is
the way of the world. But none of you
can forget them or the great work they
did in laying the foundations of a free
India. And none of us can ever forget
that glorious band of men and women
who, without reckoning the consequences,
have laid down their young lives or
spent their bright youth in suffering the
torment in utter protest against a for-
eign domination. Many of their names
even are not known to us. They laboured
and suffered in silence without any ex-
pectation of public applause, and by
their heart’s blood they nursed the ten-
der plant of India’s freedom. While
many of us temporized and compromised,
they stood up and proclaimed a people’s
right to freedom and declared to the
world that India, even in her degrada-
tion, had the spark of life in her, be-
cause she refused to submit to tyranny
and serfdom. Brick by brick has our na-
tional movement been built up, and of-
ten on the prostrate bodies of her mar-
tyred sons has India, advanced. The
giants of old may not be with us but the
courage of old is with us still and India
can yet produce martyrs like Jatindas
and Wizaya.

This is the glorious heritage that we
have inherited and you wish to put me
in charge of it. I know well that I oc-
cupy this honoured place by chance more
than by deliberate design. Your desire
was to choose another—one who towers
above all others in this present day
world of ours — and there could have
been no wiser choice. But fate and he
conspired together and thrust me ag-
ainst your will and mine into this ter-
rible seat of responsibility. Should 1
express my gratitude to you for having
placedme in this dilemma? But I am
grateful indeed for your confidence in
one who strangely lacks it himself.

World in Labour

You will discuss many vital national
problems that face us today and your
decisions may change the course of In-
dian history. But you are not the onlyv
people faced with problems. The whole
world today is one vast question mark
and every country and every people is
in the melting pot. The age of faith,
with the comfort and stability it brings,
is past, and there is questioning about
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everything, however permanent or sac-
red it might have appeared to our fore-
fathers. Everywhere there is doubt and
restlessness and the foundations of the
state and society are in process of
transformation. Old established ideas
of liberty, justice, property and even the
family are being attacked and the out-
come hangs in the balance. We appear
to be in a dissolving period of history
when the world is in labour and out of
her travail will give birth to a new or-
der.

Pandit Jawahirlal Nehru, President
Lahore Congress

European Domination of East Decaying

No one can say what the future will
bring but we may assert with some con-
fidence that Asia and even India will
play a determining part in future world
policy. The brief day of European dom-
ination is already approaching its end.
Europe has ceased to be the centre of
activity and interest. The future lies
with America and Asia. Owing to false
and incomplete history many of us have
been led to think that Europe has al-
ways dominated over the rest of the
world, and Asia has always let the leg-
ions of the West thunder past and has
plunged in thought again. We have for-
gotien that for millennia the legions of
Asia overran Europe and modern Eur-
ope itself largely consists of the descend-
ants of these invaders from Asia. We

have forgotten that it was India that
finally broke the military power of Al-
exander. Thought has undoubtedly been
the glory of Asia and especially of India,
but in the field of action the record of
Asia has been equally great. But none
of us desires that the legions of Asia
or Europe should overrun the contin-
ents again. We have all had enough of
them.

India Today a Part of World Movement

India today is a part of a world
movement. Not only China, Turkey and
Egypt but also Russia and the countries
of the West are taking part in this
movement, and India c¢an not isolate
herself from it. We have our own prob-
lems, difficult and intricate, and we can
not run away from them and take shel-
ter in the wider problems that affect
the world. But if we ignore the world we
do so at our peril. Civilization today,
such as it is, is not the creation or the
monopoly of one people or nation. It
is a composite fabric to which all coun-
tries have contributed and then have
adapted to suit their particular needs.
And if India has a message to give to
the world, as I hope she has, she has
also to receive and learn much from the
messages of other peoples.

Wonderful Stability of India’s
Social Struecture

When everything is changinz it is
well to remember the long course of
Indian history. F'ew things in history are
more amazing than the wonderful stab-
ility of the social structure in India
which withstood the impact of numer-
ous alien influences and thousands of
years of change and conflict. It with-
stood them because it always sought to
absorb them and tolerate them. Its aim
was not to exterminate but to establish
an equilibrium between different cul-
tures. Aryans and non-Ayrans settled
down together recognizing each other’s
right to their culture, and outsiders who
came, like the Parsis, found a welcome
and a place in the social order. With the
coming of the Moslems the equilibrium
was disturbed but India sought to re-
store it, and largely succeeded. Unhap-
pily for us, before we could adjust our
differences, the political structure broke
down, the British came and we fell.

Failure to Build Soeial Structure
on Equality

Great as was the success of India in
evolving a stable society, she failed in
a vital particular, and because she failed
in this, she fell and remains fallen. No
solution was found for the problem of
equality. India deliberately ignored this
and built up her social structure on
inequality, and today we have the tragic
consequences of this policy in the mil-
lions of our people who are suppressed
and have little opportunity for growth.

Problems of Social and Economice
Equality

When Europe fought her wars of re-
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ligion and Christians massacred each

other in the name of the Saviour, In-
dia was tolerant, although, alas! there
is little of this toleration today. Hav-

ing attained some measure of religious
liberty, Europe sought after political
liberty and political and legal equality.
Having attained these also, she finas
that they mean very little without ec-
onomic liberty and equality. And so to-
day politics have ceased to have much
meaning and the most vital question is
that of social and economic equality.

India will also have to find a solu-
tion to this problem and until she does
so her political and social structure
cannot have stability. That solution
need not necessarily follow the example
of any other country. It must, if it has
to endure, be based on the genius of her
people and be an-outcome of her thought
and culture. And when it is found, the
unhappy differences between various
communities, which trouble us today
and keep back our freedom, will auto-
matically disappear.

Communal Fear and Distrust; Appeal
ifor Faith and Generosity

Indeed the real differences have al-
ready largely . gone, but fear of each
other and distrust and suspicion remain
and sow seeds of discord. The problem
before us is not one of removing dif-
ferences. They can well remain side by
side and enrich our many sided culture.
The problem is how to remove fear and
suspicion, and, being intangible, they are
hard to get at. An earnest attempt was
made to do so last year by All Parties
Committee but we must admit with
sorrow that success has not crowned
its efforts. Many of our Muslim and
Sikh friends have strenuously opposed
the solutions suggested and passions
have been roused over mathematical
figures and percentages. Logic and cold
reason are poor weapons to fight fear
and distrust. Only faith and generosity
can overcome them. I can only hope
that the leaders of varied communities
will have this faith and generosity in
ample measure. What shall we gain for
ourselves and for our community if all
of us are slaves in a slave country.
And what can we lose if once we re-
move the shackles from India and can
breathe the air’ of freedom again? Do we
want outsiders, who are not of us and
who have kept us in bondage, to Dbe
protectors of our little rights and priv-
ileges, when they deny us the very
right to freedom? No majority can crush
a determined minority, and no minority
can be sufficiently protected by a little
addition to its seats in a legislature.
et us remember that in the world today
almost everywhere, a very small min-
ority holds wealth and power and dom-
inates over the great majority.

I have no love for bigotry and dog-
matism in religion and I am glad that
they are weakening. Nor do I love com-
munalism in any shape or form. I find
it difficult to appreciate why political
or economic rights should depend on
the membership of a religious group or
community. I can fully understand the
right to freedeom in religion and the
right to one’s culture, and in India
specially, which has always acknowled-
ged and granted these rights, it should
be no difficult matter to ensure their
continuance. But perhaps we may have
to go a step further, much as we may
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deplore it, so that thereby we may root
out the fear and discrust that darken
our horizon today. The politics of a
subject race are largely based on fear
and hatred and we have been too long
under subjection to get rid of them eas-
1ly.

Plea for Generosity on Part of Hindus

I was born a Hindu, but I do not
know how far I am justified in calling

myself one or in speaking on behalf of
Hindus. But birth still counts in this
country and by right of birth 1 shall
venture to submit to the leaders of the
Hindus that it should be their privilege
to take the lead in generosity. Generos-
ity is not only good morals, but is often
good politics and sound expediency. And
it is inconceivable to me that in a free
India the Hindus can ever bs powerless.
So far as I am concerned I would gladly
ask our Muslim and Sikh friends to
take away what they will without pro-
test or argument from me. I know that
the time is coming soon when these la-
bels and appellations will have little
meaning and when our struggle will
be on an economic basis. Meanwhile it
matters little what our mutual arrange-
ments are, provided only that we do not
build up barriers which will come in the
way of our future progress.

March Forward Unfettered to Goal

The time has indeed already come
when the All Parties Report has to be
put aside and we march forward unfet-
tered to our goal. You will remember
the resolution of the last Congress which
fixed a year of grace for the adoption
of the All Parties scheme. That year is
nearly over and the natural issue of that
decision is for this Congress to declare
in favor of Independence and devise
sanctions to achieve it.

Answeyr to Calcutta Resolution Has
Bean C(Clear

That year has not brought Dominion
Status or the All Parties Constitution.
It has brought instead suffering anrd
greater repression of »Hur national and
labor movements, and how many of our
comrades are today forcibly kept away
from us by the alien power. How many
of them suffer exile in foreign countries
and are refused facilities to return to
their motherland. The army of occupa-
tion holds our country in its iron grip
and the whip of the master is ever
ready to come down on the best of us
who dare to raise their heads. The
answer to the Calcutta resolution has
been clear and definite.

British Government’s Offer Vague

Recently there has been a seeming
offer of peace. The Viceroy has stated
on behalf of the British Government that
the leaders of Indian opinion will be
invited to confer with the Government
on the subject of India’s future consti-
tution. The Viceroy meant well and his
language was the language of peace.
But even a Viceroy’s good will and cour-
teous phrases are poor substitutes for
the hard facts that confront us. We have
sufficient experience of the devious
ways of British diplomacy to beware of
it. The offer that the British Govern-

ment made was vague and there was
no commitment or promise of perform-
ance.. Only by the greatest stretch of
imagination could it be interpreted as
a possible response to the Calcutta res-
olution. Many leaders of various politi-
cal parties met together soon after and
considered it. They gave it the most
favourable interpretation for their de-
sired peace and were willing to go half
way to meet it. But in courteous langu-
age they made it clear what the vital
conditions for its acceptance were. Many
of us who believed in independence and
were convinced that the offer was only
a device to lead us astray and create
division in our ranks, suffered Dbitter
anguish and were torn with doubt.
Were we justified in precipitating a
terrible national struggle with all its
inevitable consequences of suffering for
many when there was even an outside
chance of honourable peace? With much
searching of heart we signed that
manifesto and I know not today if we
did right or wrong. Later came the ex-
planations and amplifications in the
British Parliament and elsewhere and
all doubt, if doubt there was, was re-
moved as to the true significance of the
offer. Even so your Working Committee
chose to keep open the door of negotia-
tion and left it to this Congress to take
the final decision.

Benn’s Speech Carry Us No Further

During the last few days there has
been another discussion of this subject
in the British House of Cow rcne aud
the Secretary for India has endeavoured
to point out that successive British
governments have tried to prove not
only by words but by deeds also, the
sincerity of their faith in regard to In-
dia. We must recognize Mr. Wedge-
wood Benn’s desire to do something for
India and his anxiety to secure the
good will of the Indian people. But his
speech and other speeches made in
parliament carry us no further. “Dom-
inion Status in action,” to which he
drew attention has been a snare for us
and has certainly not reduced the ex-
ploitation of India. The burdens on the
Indian masses are even greater today
because of this “Dominion Status in
action’ and the so-called constitutional
reforms of ten years ago. High Com-
missioners in London, and representa-
tives on the League of Nations, and the
purchase of stores, and Indian Govern-
ors and high officials are no parts ot
our demand. We want to put an end to
the exploitation of India’s poor and to
get the reality of power and not merely
the livery of office.

Mr. Wedgewood Benn has given us a
record of the achievement of the past
decade. He could have added to it by
referring to Martial Law in the Punjab
and Jallianwala Bagh shootinZg and the
repression and exploitation that have
gone on continually during this period
of ““Dominion Status in action.” He has
given us some insight into what more of
Dominion Status may mean to us. It
will mean the shadow of authority to a
handdful of Indians and more repres-
sion and exploitation of the masses.

What Will Congress Do ?

What will this Congress do ? The
conditions for co-operation remain un-
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fulfiedd. Can we co-operate so long as
there is no guarantee that real free-
dom will come to us? Can we co-operate
when our comrades lie in prison and
repression continues? Can we co-oper-
ate until we are assured that real peace
is sought after and not merely a tacti-
cal advantage over us? Peace cannot
come at the point of the bayonet, and
if we are to continue to be dominated
over by an alien people, let us at least
be no consenting parties to it.

Independence—The Only Goal

If the Calcutta resolution holds, we
have but one goal today, that of inde-
pendence. Independence is not only a
happy word in the world today for it
means exclusiveness and isolation. Civ-
ilization has had enough of narrow na-
tionalism and gropes toward a wider
co - operation and inter - dependence
And if we use the word ‘independence’
we do so in no sense hostile to the lar-
ger ideal. Independence for us means
complete freedom from British domina-
tion and British imperialism. Having at-
tained our freedom, I have no doubt
that India will welcome all attempts at
world co-operation and federation and
will even agree to give up part of her
own independence to a larger group of
which she is an equal member.

British Empire—In a State of Unstable
Equilibrium

The British Empire today is not such
a group and cannot be so long as it
dominates over millions of people and
holds large areas of the world’s surface
despite the will of their inhabitants. It
cannot be a true commonwealth so long
as imperialism is its basis and the ex-
ploitation of other races its chief means
of sustenance. The British Empire to-
day is indeed gradually undergoing a
process of political dissolution. It is in
a state of unstable equilibrium. The
Union of South Africa is not a very
happy member of the family, nor is the

-‘sh Free State a willing one. Egypt
drifts away.

Embrace of British Empire—A Danger-
ous Thing

India could never be an equal mem-
ber of the commonwealth unless im-
perialism and all it implies is discarded.
So long as this is not done India’s pos-
ition in the Empire must be one of
subservience and her exploitation will
continue. The embrace of the British
Empire is a dangerous thing. It is not
and cannot be the life giving embrace
of affection, freely given and returned.
And if it is not that it will be, what it
has been in the past, the embrace of
death.

Out of Imperialism and Capitalism
Peace Can Never Come

There is talk of world peace and
pacts have ibeen signed by the nations
of the world. But despite pacts arma-
ments grow and beautiful language is
the only homage that is paid to - the
goddess of peace. Peace can only come
when the causes of war are removed.
S0 long as there is the domination of
one country over another or the ex-

ploitation of one class by another there
will always be attempts to subvert the
existing order and no stable equilibri-
um can endure. Out of imperialism and
capitalism peace can never come. ,And
it is because the British Empire stands
for these and bases itself on the ex-
ploitation of the masses that we can
find no willing place in it. No gain that
may come to us is worth anything un-
less it helps in removing the grievous
burdens on our masses. The weight of
a great empire is heavy to carry and
long our people have endured it. Their
backs are bent down and their spirit
has almost broken. How will they share
in the Commonwealth partnership if the
burden of exploitation continues?

Problems of Vested Interests

Many of the problems we have to
face are the problems of vested inter-
ests, mostly created or encouraged Dby
the British Government. The interests
of the rulers of Indian States, of British
officials and Briish capital and Indian
capital and of the owners of big zam-
indaris are ever thrust before us, and
they clamour for protection. The un-
happy millions who really need protec-
tion are almost voiceless and have few
advocates. So long as the British Em-
pire continues in India, in whatever
shape it may do so. it will strengthen
these vested interests and create more.
And each of them will be a fresh ob-
stacle in our way. Of necessity the Gov-
ernment has to rely on oppression and
the symbol of ifs rule is the secret
service with its despicable and con-
temptible train of agents provocateurs,
informers and approvers.

Conquest of Power—The Real Thing

We have had much controversy about
Independence and Dominion Status and
we have quarrelled about words. But
the real thing is the conquest of power
bv whatever name it may be called. 1
do not think that any form of Dominion
Status applicable to India will give us
real power. A test of this powler would
ba the entire withdrawal of the alien
army of occunation and economic con-
trol. Let us therefore concentrate on
these and the rest will follow easily.

Wanted Fullest Freedom for India

We stand. therefore, today for the
fullest freedom of India. This Congress
has not acknowledged and will not ack-
nowledge the right of the British Parli-
ment to dictate to vs in any way. To it
we make no appeal. But we do appeal to
the Parliament and conscience of the
world, and to them we shall declare, I
hope, that India submits no longer to
“nv foreign domination. Today or tomor-
row we may not be strong enough to
assert our will. We are very conscious
of our weakness and there is no boast-
ing in us or pride of strength. But let
ro one. least of all England, mistake or
under-rate the meaning or strength of
our resolve. Solemnlv, with full know-
ledge of consequences I hope, we shall
take it and there will be no turning
hack. A great nation cannot be thwarted
for long when once its mind is clear
and resolved. If today we fail and to-
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morrow brings no success the day af-
ter will follow and bring achievement.

Weary of Strife and Hunger for Peace

We are weary of strife and hunger
for peace and opportunity to work
constructively for our country. Do we
enjoy the breaking up of our homes and
the sight of our brave young men going
to prison or facing the halter? Does
the worker like going on strike and
losing even his miserable pittance and
starving? He does so by sheer compul-

sion when there is no other way for
him. And we who take this perilous
path of national strife do so because

there is no other way to an honourable
peace. But we long for peace, and the
hand of fellowship will always be
stretched out to all who may care to
grasp it. But behind the hand will be a
body which will not bend to injustice
and a mind that will not surrender on
any vital point.

Time for Determining Our Future
Constitution—Not Yet

With the struggle before us the time
for determining our future constitution
is not yet. For two years or more we
have drawn up constitutions and finally
the All Parties Committee put a crown
to these efforts by drawing up a scheme
of its own which the Congress adopted
for a vear. The labour that went to
the making of this scheme was not
wasted and India has profited by it. But
the year is past and we have to face
new circumstances which reauire action
rather than constitution making. Yet
we cannot ignore the problems that be-
set us and that will make or mar our
struggle and our future constitution.
We have to aim at soziai adjustment
and equilihr»am and 92 overcone the
forces of disruption that have Leen the
bane of India.

Wanted Philosophy of Socialism
I must frankly confess that I am a

socialist and a republican and am no
believer in kings and princes or in the

.order which produces the modern kings

of industry, who have even greater
power over the lives and fortunes of
men than even the kings of old; and
whose methods are as predatory as
those of the old feudal aristocracy. I
recognize however, that it may be pos-
sible for a body constituted as is this
National Congress and in the present
circumstances of the country, to adont
a full socialistic programme. But we
must realize that the philosophyv of soc-
ialism has gradually permeated the en-
tire structure of societv the world over
and almost the only point in dispute is
the pace and the methods of advance
to its full realization. India will have
to go that way too if she seeks to end
her poverty and inequality. though she
may evolve her own methods and mayv
adapt the ideal to the genius of her
race.

The Three Major Problems

We have three major problems—the
minorities, the Indian States, and la-
bour and neasantrv. I have dealt al-
ready with the question of minorities.
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1 shall only repeat that we must give
the fullest assurance by our words and
our deeds that their culture and tradi-
tions will be safe.

The Indian States

The Indian States, even for India, are
the most curious relics of a bygone age.
Their rulers apparentiy still kelieve in
the divine right of kings—puppet kings
though they be—and consider the State
and all it contains to be their personal
property, wnich they can squander at
will. A few of them have some sense
of responsibility and have endeavoured
to serve their people, but most of them
have hardly and redeeming feature. It
is perhaps unjust to blame them for
they are but the products of a vicious
system and it 1s the system that will
ultimately have to go. One of the rulers
has told us frankly that even 1n case
of war be.ween India and England he
will stand for England and fight ag-
ainst his mother country. That is the
measure of their patriotism. And yet
they claim, and their claim finds ac-
ceptance with the British Government,
that they alone can represent their
subjects at any conference and no one
even of their subjects may have any
say. The Indian States cannot live ap-
art from the rest of India and their
rulers must in the course of time go
the way of others who thought Ilike
them. And the only people who have a
right to determine the future of the
states must be the people of those
States. Meanwhile the Congress is per-
fectly willing to confer with such rul-
ers as are prepared to do so and to de-
vise means whereby the transition may
not be too sudden. But in no event can
the people of the States be ignored.

Labour and Peasantry

Our third major prob'em is the big-
gest of all. For India means the peas-
antry and labour and to the exteant thar
we raise them and satisiy their wants
will we succeed in our task. And the
measure of the srength of our national
movement will be the measure cf their
adherence to it. We can only gain them
to our side by espousing their cause
which is really the country’s cause. The
Congress has often expressed its good
will towards them but beyond that it
has not gone. The Congress, it is said,
must hold the balance fairly between
capital and labour and zamindar and
tenant. But the balance has been and is
terribly weighted on one side and to
maitain the ‘*‘status quo” is to maintain
injustice and exploitation. The only way
to right it is to do away with the dom-
ination of any one class over another.
The All India Congress Committee ac-
cepted this ideal of social and econom-
ic change in a resolution it passed some
months ago in Bombay. I hope the Con-
gress will also set its seal on it and
will further draw up a programme oOf
such changes as can be immediately put
in operation. In this programme per-
haps the Congress as a whole cannot
go very far today. But it must keep the
ultimate ideal in view and work for Iit.
The question is not one merely of wag-
es and charity doled out by an employer
or landlord. Paternalism in industry or
in the land is but a form of chariiy

with all its sting and its utter incapac-
ity to root out the evil. The new theory
of trusteeship, which some advocate, is
equally barren. For trusteeship means
that the power for good or evil remains
wih the self-appointed trustee and he
may exercise it as he wills. The sole
trusteeship that can be fair is the
trusteeship of the nation and not of
cne individual or a group. Many Eng-
lishmen honestly consider themselves
the trustees for India, and yet to what
a condition they have reduced their own
country!

We have to decide for whose benefit
inaustry must be run and the land pro-
duce food. Today the abundance that
the land produces is not for the peasant
or the labourer who work on it; and
industry’s chief function is supposed to
be to produce millionaires. However
golden the harvest and heavy the divi-
dends, the mud huts and the hovels and
nakedness of our people testify to the
glory of the British Empire and of our
present social system.

Economie Programme Must Be Based
on Human Outlook

Our . economic programme  maust,
therefore, be based ¢cn a human out-
look and must not sacrifice man to mon-
ey. If an industry cannot be run with-
out starving its workers then the in-
dustry must close down. If the workers
on the land have not enough to eat then
the intermediaries who deprive htem of
their full share must go. The least that
every worker in field or factory is en-
titled to is a minimum wage which will
enable him to live in moderate com-
fort, and human hours of labour which
do not break his strength and spirit.
The All Parties Committee accepted the
principle and included it in their rec-
commendations. I hope the Congress
will also do so and will in addition be
prepared to accept its natural conse-
guences. Further that it will adopt the
well-known demands of labour for a
betier life, and will give every assist-
ance to it to organize itself and prepare
itself for the day when it can control
industry on a co-onerative basis.

Wanted Peasant Proprietorship

But industrial labour is only a small
part of India although it is rapidly be-
coming a force that cannot be ignored.
It is the peasantry that cry loudly and

iteously for relief and our programme
must deal with their present condition.

Real relief can only come by a great
change in the land laws and the basis
of the present system of land tenure.

We have among us many big land own-
ers and we welcome them.  But they
must realize that the
large estates by individuals is a rapidly
disappearing phenomenon all over the
world. Even in countries which are the
strongholds of capitalism, the large es-
tates are being split up and given to
the peasantry who work on them. In

India also we have large areas where
the system of peasant proprietorship
prevails and we shall have to extend

this all over the country. I hope that
In doing so0 we may have the co-opera-

tion of some at least of the big land

owners.
It is not possible for this Congress at

ownership of

i.s annual session to draw up any de-
tailed economic programme. It can only
lay down some general principles and
call upon the All India Congress Com-
miitee to fill in the details in co-opera-
tion with the representatives of the
Trade Union Congress and other org-
anizations which are vitally interestad
in this matter. Indeed I hope that the
co-operation between this Congress and

the Trade Union Congress will grow
and the two organizations will fight
side by side in future struggles. |

All those are piocus ‘hopnes till we

gain power and the real problam, there-
fore, before us is the congues: of power.
We shall not do so by subtle reasoning
or argument or lawyers’ quibbles, but
by the forging of sanctions to enforce
the nation’s will. To that end this Con-
gress must address itself. -

Get Over Weakness and Rise Over
Petty Selves

The past year has been one of pre-
paration for us and we have made every
effort to reorganize and strengthen the
Congress organization. The results have
been considerable and our organization
IS in a better state today than at any
time since the reaction which followed
the non co-operalion movement. But our
weaknesses are many and are apparent
enough. Mutual strife, even within Con-
gress Committees, is unhappily too com-

mon and election squabbles drain all
our streng'h and energy. How can we
fight a great fight if we cannot gat

over this ancient weakness of ours and
rise above our petty selves? I earnes:ly
hope that with our strong programme
oi action before the country our per-
spective will improve and we will not
tolerate this barren and demoralizing
strife.

The Programme

What can this programme be? Our
choice is limited, not by ocur own con-
sti"ution, which we can changs at our
will, but by facts and circumstances.
Article 1 of our constitution lays down
that our mehods must be legitimate
and peaceful. Legitimate I hope, they
will always be, for we must not sully
the great cause for which we stand by
any deed that will bring dishonour to
it and that we may ourselves regret
later. Peaccful I should like them to be
for the methods of peace ars mors de-
sirable and more endurirg than thosg?
of violence. Violence too often bhrings
reaction and demoralization in its train
and in our country specially it mav 12ad
to disruption. It is perfectly true that
organized violence rules the world today -
and it may be that we could profit bv
its us2a. But we have not the material
or training for organized violence ani
individual or sporadic violence 1is g
contession of despair. The great major-
ity of us I take it, judge the issue not
on moral but on practical grounds. and
if we reject the way of violence it is
because it promises no substantial re-
sults. But if this Congress or the na‘ion
at any future time comes to the con-
clusion that methods of vioclence will
rid us of slavery then I have no doubt
that it will adopt them. Vielence is bad
but slavery is far worse. L.et us also -
remember that the gtreat apostle of
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that
refuse to

non-violence has himself told us
it is better to fight than to
fight out of cowardice.

Wanted Peaceful Mass Movement

Any great movemen: for liberation to- .

day must necessarily be a mass move-
ment and mass movements must essen-
tially be peaceful, except in times of or-
ganized revolt. Whether we have the
non co-operation of a decade ago or the
modern industrial wweapon of the gen-
eral strike, the basis is peaceful organ-
ization and peaceful action, And if the
principal movement is a peaceful one
contemporaneous attempts at sporadic
violence can only distratct attention and
weaken it. It is not possible to carry on

at one and the same time the two
movements side by side. We have to
choose and strictly to abide by our

choice. What the choice of this Congress
is likely to ke? I have no doubt, it can
only choose a peaceful mass movement.

Basic Idea Must Be N.C.O.
Should we the programme
and tactics of the non co-operation
movement? Not necessarily, but the
basic idea must remain. Programmes
and tactics must be made to fit in with
cireumstances and it 1s neither easy
nor desirable for this Congress at this
stage to determine them in detail. That
should be the work of its executive, all
India Congress Committee. But the
principles have to be fixed.

The old programme was one of the
three boycotts—councils, law courts and
schools leading up to refusal of service
in the army and non-payment of taxes.
When the national struggle is at its
height I fail to see how it will be pos-
sible for any person engaged in it to
continue in the courts or the schools.
But still I think that it will be unwise
to declare a boycotit of the courts and
schools at this stage.

repeat

Boycott Of Legislatures

The boycott of the legislative councils
has led to much heated debate in the
past and this Congress itself has been
rent in twain over it. We need not re-
vive that controversy for the circum-
stances today are entirely different. 1
feel that the step the Congress took
some years ago to permit Congressmen
to enter the Councils was an inevitable
step and I am not prepared to say that
some good has not resulted from it. But
we have exhausted that good and there
is no middle course left today between
boycott and full co-operation. All of us
know the demoralisation that these
sham legislatures have brought our
ranks and how many of our good men,
their committees and commissions lure
away. Our workers are limited in num-
ber and we can have no mass move-
ment unless they concentrate on it and
turn their backs to the palatial Council
chambers of our legislatures. And if we
declare for Independence how can we
enter the Councils and carry on our
humdrum and profitless activities there.
No programme of policy can be laid
down for ever, nor can this Congress
bind the country or even itself to pur-
sue one line of action indifinitely. But
today I would respectfully urge the

Congress that the only policy in regard
to the Councils is a complete boycott
of them. The All-India Congress Com-
mittee, recommended this course in
July last and the time has come to give
effect to it. |

Non-Payment of Taxes and General
Strike

This boycott will only be a means to
an end. It wil release energy and div-
ert attention to the real struggle which
must take the shape of non payment of
taxes and, where possible, within the
co-operation of the labour movement,
general strikes. But non-payment of
taxes must be well organized in a spec-
ific area, and for this purpose the Con-
gress should authorize the All India
Congress Committee to take the neces-
sary action wherever and whenever it
considers desirable.

Constrretive Programme Does Not
Carry Swiftly Enough

I have not so far referred to the con-
structive programme of the Congress.
This should certainly continue but the
experience of the last few years shows
us that by itself it does not carry us
swiftly enough. It prepares the ground
for future action and ten years silent
work is bearing fruit today. In partic-
ular we shall, I hope, continue our boy-
cott of foreign cloth and the boycott of
British goods.

Wanted Programme of Political and
Economic Boyeott

Our programme must, therefore, be
one of political and economic boycott.
It is not possible for us, so long as we
are not actually independent, and not
even then completely, to boycott anoth-
er country wholly or to sever all con-
nection with it. But our endeavour
must be to reduce all points of contact
with the British Government and to re-
ly on ourselves.

Repudiate Pablic Debts

We must make it clear thar India wil
not accept respoasibility for all the
debts that England has piled on her.
The Gaya Congress repudiateid liability
to pay these debts and we must repeat
this repudiation and stand by such of
India’s public debt as has been used for
purposes, beneficial to India and we are
prepared to admit and pay back. But
we wholly deny all liability to pay back
the vast sums which have been raised
so that India may be held in subiection
and her burdens may be increased. In
particular the poverty stricken people
of India cannot agree to shoulder the
burden of the wars fornght bv Enegland to
extend her domain and consolidate her
position in India. Nor can they accept
the many concessions lavishly bestowed
without even proper compensation on
foreien exploiters.

I have not referred so far to the In-
dians overseas and I do not propose to
say much ahout them. This is not from
anv. want of fellow feeling with our
brethren in KEast Africa or South Africa
or Fiii or elsewhere, who are bravely
struggling against great odds. But their
fate will be decided in the plains of

Where tireless
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India, and the struggle we are launch-
ing into is as much for them as for our-
selves.

For this struggle we want efficient
machinery. Our Congress constitution
and organization have become too ar-
chaic and slow moving and are ill suit-
ed to times of crisis. The times of
great demonstrations are past. We
want quiet and irresistible action now
and this can only be brought about by
strictest discipline in our ranks. Our
resolutions must be passed in order to
be acted upon. The Congress will gain
in strength, however, small its actual
membership may become if it acts in a
disciplined way. Small determined min-
orities have changed the fate of nations.
Mobs and crowds can do little. Freedom
itself involves restraint and discipline
and each one of us will have to subor-
dinate himself to the larger good.

The Congress represents no small
minority in the country, and though
many may be too weak to join it or to
work for it, they look to it with hope
and longing to bring them deliverance.
Ever since the Calcutta resolution the
country has waited with anxious expec-
tation for this great day when this
Congress meets. None of us can say what
and when we can achieve. We cannot
command Ssuccess. But success often
comes to those who dare and act; it
seldom goes to the timid who are ever
afraid of the consequences. We play for
high stakes; and if we seek to achieve
great things it can only be through
great dangers. Whether we succeed soon
or late, none but ourselves can stop us
from high endeavour and from writing
a noble page in our country’s long and
splendid history.

Join Open Conspiracy to Free
This Country
We have conspiracy cases going on in
various parts of the country. They are
ever with us. But the time has gone
for secret conspiracy. We have now an
Open Conspiracy to free this country

from foreign rule and you, comrades,
and all our countrymen and country-
women are invited to join it. But the

rewards that are in store for you are
suffering and prison and it may be
death. But you shall also have the sat-
isfaction that you have done your little
bit for India, the ancient, but ever
young, and have helped a little in the
liberation of humanity from its present

bondage.
W ® E $

A PRAYER

Where the mind is without fear and the

the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken
up into fragments by narrow domes-
tic walls;

Where words come out from the depth
of truth;

striving stretches its
arms toward perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way into the dreary
desert sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by thee
into the ever-widening thought and
action—

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father,
let my countrv awake.

—TAGORE in “Gitanjali”
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THIS NUMBER

In this issue, we have endeavoured to
present, the problems of India from dif-
ferent points of view. The presiduential
aaaress of Mr. Jawahar Lal Nehru, at
the last Indian National Congress, very
meagre exiracts from which have, only,
appeared in the Canadian press, repre-
sents the argument, mentality and the
outlook of the revolutionary India, now
emerging. The Liberals or the Moderates
as they are called, are represented in Sir
Pheraze Sethna’s statement. There are
other articles throwing light upon the
posi.ion of both of these groups of op-
inion. India and Dominion Status by
Major D. Graham Pole, a member of the
British House of Commons gives a brief
history of the political change and rep-
resents the outlook of the governing par-
ty in Britain. Besides these articles ab-
cut India, which we place before our
Canadian readers, to help them grasp the
significance of the spirit of the struggle,
now going on in political India, there is
some matier, making part of our twen-
ty pages, pertaining to the difficulties
and the problems of those from India,
now settled in Canada and some wish-
ing to visit the Dominion, but are being
unjustly barred — the case of Mr. Bhag
Singh in point. To these matters which
affect some of us who are here and the
reaction of which in India is anything
but desirable as far as Canada is con-
cerned, we not only specially draw the
attention of our Canadian readers to, but
ask their active interest and sympathy.

* * S

A PAGE FROM CANADIAN HISTORY

The recent news from India, about the
Indian National Congress, has served
one extira good purpose, as far as some
of our compatriots, now, settled in
Canada are concerned. This we discov-
ered, when we were speaking to a
group, on ‘‘Some Hvents from Canadian
Hisory.” As we were describing the
history of the “Family Pact’” and the
times of William Lyon Mackenzie, our
audience sensed an historical parallel
and the questions that followed our ad-
dress, convinced us that it was the In-
dian National Congress news that had
created in them a special interest to
know more about Canadian history and
this is the extra good purpose to which
we referred before. We have decided to
meet this demand and interest by pub-
lising in the Punjabee, in each of our is-
«11es, starting with April, the life story
of William Lyon Mackenzie, one of
the makers and heroes of Canadian
his‘ory, and the grandfather of Hon.
William Lyon Mackenzie King, the
present Prime Minister of Canada.

INDIA AND CANADA

THE ALL INDIA WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE

Mrs. Kamala Chattopadhyaya, whose
picture appears below, is the organizing
secretary of the All India Women’s Con-
ference, which held its annual session
on Januray 20-23, at Bombay, under the
presdiency of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, the
well known poetess and national leader
who visited Eas:ern Canada and the Un-
ited States last year. The conference
discussed many matters of vital import-
ance to the women of India and passed
many resolutions covering the problems
of education, social reform, legislation
and government as effecting the women
of India. Mrs. Chattopadhyaya, the ener-
gelic, aggressive and talented organizing
secrefary of the Conference, besides her
very active interest in that important
body, is, also, a very procminent worker

in the Youth League, comprising
the youth of the land, of  which
organization we hear SO much

in the press dispatches from India. ‘She
presided at the session of the League
held at Ahmedabad in December,

-

Mrs. Kamala Chattopachyaya

LETTERS TO A FRIEND

All those who had the opportunity of
meeting or hearing, Sir Rabindranath
Tagore and Mr. C. F. Andrews,
they were here a year ago, have a plea-
sure in store for them in ‘“‘Letters to a
Friend,” edited by C. F. Andrews and
published by CGeorge Allen and Unwin,
Ltd. These letters were written by
the poet while in Europe and America,
to Mr. C. F. Andrews in India. They are
full of deep reflections on international
problems and give one an intimate peep
into the many phases of Indian life and
culture.

b *® * es

TO OUR CONTEMPORARIES IN INDIA

We wish to request those of our con-
temporaries in India, to whom ‘““India &
Canada” is being mailed, to kindly place
us on their exchange list if they have
not already done so.

when

CANADA GOES AFTER INDIAN TRADE

Mr. H. R. Poussstte, the former Can-
adian Trade Commissioner in India,
whom we had the pleasure of meeting
in the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associ-
ation office at Toronto, while he was
hurrying away to catch a train, to keep
his appointment to deliver an address
on ‘“India’s Trade With Canada,” has
been carrying on a sustained and ag-
gressive propaganda all over Canada for
many months in the interests of Cana-
da’s greater trade with India, Canada’s
industrial growth and prosperity to
which references have been made in the
speeches from the Throne at Ottawa, has
been phenomenal. The resnonse to these
for a greater trade with India ap-
peals, under favouralble and prosperous
conditions prevalent in the Industrial
Canada, has been quite remariable. The.
proposal of a direct steamship service
between the two countries which was
also siressed by Mr. C. F. Andrews, last
year, has already become a practical
possibiiity, the government of Canada
already having called for tenders for
the building of two boats to ply between
Canada and India. The following editor-

ial which appeared under the heading
of “Canada  and India,’ . In - the
Vancouver Sun, whose enterprising

proprietor had paid an extended visi. to
India, last year, perhaps is an exypres-
sion of the spirit of the aggressive for-
eign trade idea, now, making headway in
a prosperocus Canada:—

“The sooner India gets from beneath
the trade dominance of England and
Europe and looks for business across the
Pacific to Canada and TUnited Stales,
the sooner will her prosperity grow and
~a sooner will her standards of living
rise,

“The first step towards that desirable

ena should be the exchange of capable
trade commissioners between Canada
and India.

“The 325,000,000 people of India are
practically restricted to trade with Eng-
land. India trade is just as much of an
English monopoly today as it was in the
cdays of the East India Company. So far
as India trade is concerned, the Empire
simply does not exist.

“The word ‘“British” in an Indian
specification does not by any siretch of
the imagination include Canada. Cana-
da’s imperial connections mean nothing,
where India is concerned. This Domin-
ion might just as well he Cuba or Green-
land.”

In many ways Canada, also, treats and
regards India as if she was a Cuba or
Greenland and even worse. We, a hand-
ful of East Indians, who have struggled
for many years to adapt ourselyes to the
life and acquire the understanding of
Canada will, always, be happy to see
greater contacts betweasn our mother-

land and our adopted land.
st o3 2 *

CANADA-INDIA COMMITTEE
Dr. L. A. Davis, 559 Sherbourne street,
Toronto, is the secretary of Canada-
India Committee, Toronto, which came
to be organized as the result o¢f Mr.
Andrew’s lectures in December last. The
Committee aims to be of heln in the’
promotion of better understaindine an
grenier’ appreciation between the people
of Canada and India. AIl thosd interest-
ed in the work of the Committee. picase

communicate with Dr. l.. A, Davis,
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patch appeared in most of the

Canadian papers which gives a
brietf picture of an East Indian who has
i1sen to a very high position in the in-
dustry of this province. Mr. Kapoor
singh who was born a British subiject,
has shown every quality of characzier,
mind and ®©ody, which is the heritage
of a Canadian handed down by
the early pioneers to the succeeding
generations. Mr. Kapoor Singh, has
struggled as an immigrant in a way
few struggle. He has made a tremendous
success in the lumber industry, employs
hundreds of men, is highly cultured,
and has a great stake in this
province. With all his accomplishments,
he can not vote in the province of Bri-
tish Columlia, because he was born a
Britishh subject in British India. Such
treatment is neither British nor
Canadian. Canadians are not treated
like that in India and India needs all
the consideration from this most British
province in Canada. R Why should Can-
ada treat an East Indian-Canadian who
has adopted Canada and has fulfilled
all the requirements of true Canadian-
ism, in such a way. If the British
Canaaians in this province, some parts
of which are said to be a duplication of
England as far as tHe modes, living,
manners and the psychology of the pop-
ulation is concerned, wish India to re-

main in the British Empire, something
should ke done to rectify this state of
atffars. Here is the Canadian Prass dis-
patch referred to:—

TI—IE following Canadian Press dis-

DUNCAN, B.C., Dec. 31.—Twenty-
three years ago a young East Indian
arrived in Canada and for several
years tried with indifferent success
to make a living on a northern On-
taria homstead. His funds wera so
low that he was forced to seek oc-
casional jobs' on the road gangs, and
he thought that he had found af-
fluence when given a regular job on
a section gang building the electric
lines between Toronto and New-

market.

Kapoor Singh was the young East
Indian’s name, and today he can
afford to look back on those early
days with a smile, for he has made
progress since then. He is now one
of the largest independent logging
and lumber mill operators on Van-
couver Island, which, incidentally, is
the most important timber section in
all Canada. '

Kapoor Singh is now contemplat-
ing the construction of a new saw-
mill with a capacity of 75,000 feet of
lumber daily, to cut timber off land
recently acquired from the Canadian
Pacific Railway. He already owns
and operates a mill in the Sooke dis-
trict, near Victoria. While some of
his employees are Hindus, he also
engages Huropeans, Japanese and
Chinese.

MR. KAPOOR SINGH

=1 =

An Idealist Uiew of Life

“An Idealist View of Life,” was the
title of the Hibbert Lectures this year
which Professor Radhakrishnan of Cal-
cutta University, delivered last month
at the University College, London. Prof-
essor Radhakrishnan also had the hon-
or of being chosen the Upton Lecturer
in 1926, when he delivered that series
at the Manchester College, Oxford and
later were printed in that remarkable
little book of only 133 pages entitled
“The Hindu View of Life,” which covers
sO much ground in such a masterly way,
to help those anxious to grasp the es-
sentials of the Hindu civilization and
religion. No doubt, “The Idealist View
of Life,” when printed will make an
excellent companion volume to “The
Hindu View of Life.”” Mr. C.E M. Joad,
in a special article, in the London Spec-
tator, of February 15th, reviewing the
Hibbert Lectures, says in part that “they
have attracted the largest gathering

which has been seen at any public lec-

tures on a philosophical subject since
the War.

“For the size of the audience the per-
sonality of the lecturer is in part re-
sponsible. Professor Radhakrishnan is
a past master of the technique of lec-
wuring. He is extremely fluent, and his
lectures, delivered entirely without
notes, flow in a stream of perfectly
turned sentences, which would put most
English speakers to shame. His style
is vivid and arresting, made picturesque
with apt illustration and metaphor, and
crystallizing into epigrammatic phrases
which result not from a forced colloca-
tion of ideas, but from the drive of his
thought seeking logical expression .‘It
takes centuries of history to make . a
little tradition’; ‘it takes centuries of
tradition to make a little thought’, is
good example of his manner; and there
was an excellent definition of the mil-

i

lennium as a time when ‘all the heads
will be hard and all the pillows soft.’

“The lecturer began with an analysis
of the decline of organized religion in
the modern world. The story of warring
Churches and irreconcilable ecclesias-
tics, of dwindling congregations and
public apathy is sufficiently familiar,
and there is no need to repeat it here.
What was new' was the lecturer’s insis-
tence on the fact that the phenomena
with which we are familiar are not
peculiar to this country; they are not
even peculiar to the Christian religion;:
they belong to an age rather than to a
creed, and could be paralleled from a
survey of DMohammedanism, Hinduism,
or of any of the great religions of the
world.

“For the present position science is
partly responsible. It is not that science
is hostile to the spiritual truths of re-
ligion; to these it is and must remain
irrevelant; but it has completely de-
stroyed the traditional conceptions of
the physical universe upon the basis of
which the great religions were Dbuilt
up, and with which they are inextricab-
ly entangled. Hence, traditional Dbeliefs
are no longer able to command the re-
spect of educated men. They have with-
ered in the environment created by mo-
dern knowledge, and been replaced by a

wistful agnosticism.”
s

Dr. Cousins’ Lecture Tour

Dr. Cousins, who was one of the group
around Yates and AE who initiated the
Irish Literary and Dramatic Revival of
thirly years ago, has been in India for
the past thirteen years, very closely
connected with some National education-
al institutions and also in close personal
association with the foremost Indian
artists, philosophers and publicists. For
a year he was professor of literature in
one of the Japanese Universities. His
experience and understanding of the
cultures of both the hemispheres, in the
East and as well as the West, is rich.
himself being the author of nineteen vol-
umes of verse which have been highly
praised. Dr. Cousins made a tour across
the United States in the spring of 1929
and gave over one hundred lectures un-
der the auspices of cultural organiza-
tions, including thirteen Universities.
His lectures gave his audiences much
intellectual and aesthetic pleasure. and
they dealt mostly with the cultural and
artistic movements in modern India. In
October 1930, Dr. Cousins in answer to
many requests, iIs coming to America
for another lecture tour. We hope that
some Canadian organizations will invite
Dr. Cousins to visit the Dominion on this
tour. Mr. K. L. Motwani, M A.. 3 East
Market street, Iowa City, is in charge of
Dr Cousin’s tour and making engage-

ments.
Books Received

“The Case for India’, by John S. Hoy-
land. J. M. Dent & Sons Limited,
London and Toronto. 4s 6d.

“India in Bondage, Her Right to Free-
dom Among the Great Nations.,” by J.
T. Sunderland. The Lewis Copeland
Co., 119 West 57th St., New York. $4.00.

“Uncle Sham,” by Kanhaya Lal Gauba.

Claude Kendal, 70 Fifth Avenue. New
York. $3.00.
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incidents Which HHav; Helped to Widen The Anglo-Indian Breach

IKE a straw which shows which
way the wind blows, there are
happenings in every country

which especially become the focus-
sing point for people, from which
to make deductions, as to the

policy and the spirit that gives rise to
them. India, at present, being the cen-
tre of attenion, on account of the rising
tide of her people’s revolutionary move-
ment, we propose to narrate in this
short account, a few out of a great mass
of happenings which have deeply and
profoundly effected the attitude of her
people in the past two years.

“The relegation of Indian publicists
to the status of witnesses before the
body which would frame the new con-
stitution for their country was a blun-
der of the first magnitude.” said Sir
Stanley Reed, a former editor of the
“Times of India,” the premier British
daily of India, in a letter to the London
Times, just before the declaration of
independence by the Indian National
Congress, a body which has worked
steadily for the past forty-four years for
the advancement of the National cause
through constitutional and legitimate
means. Among those who have given
their whole lives for the work of the
Congress, are many names possessing
great devotion, ability, learning and
statesmanship who would have occu-
pied the highest positions in other
countries, had they been born outside
of India and had their labours and ac-
complishments been at the disposal of
the world at large. They laboured pat-
iently and through their sacrifices, have
built up the national movement, which
is virile, well tried through difficulties
and struggles, resolute and sensitive to
the political world thought currents of
the past and the present, and has a

powerful press as its ally. That one
blunder of excluding Indian represen-
tation from that assembly of ‘“God’s

Englishmen (to use Mr. Baldwin’s name
for the Simon Commission) followed by
others in carrying on the spirit that was
implied in that action, has '‘brought un-
areamt of things to the surface and
the happenings as a result have hard-
ened the determination of the people to
start on new and untried paths. The
breach created by the happenings of the
past two years has already widened to
a point most disconcerting and difficult
for those saddled with the responsibility
of mending it. We are going to try to
knit together the story of a few events
so that our readers may be able to
grasp the spirit and the significance of
the revolt to which the people are
urning their faces.

The Simon Commission proceeded to
India two years ago. Mr. Arnold Ward,
an ex-Unionist member of the House ot
Commons, who has just returned to
England after an extended trip to In-
dia, has been writing a series of artic-
les in the Spectator on the “Indian Leg-
islators.” In describing the types of
men who opposed the Simon Commis-
sion and why they opposed, Mr. Ward
goes on to say when describing Mr.
Jayakar, a
Assembly.
his words

“Of all Indian
carry most

politicans,
conviction to

member of the Legislative

English ears. I have listened to many
of his speeches and can not find any
fault wich them. They are reasonable,
sagacious, clear and firm. In all the es-
sentials of public life, he is fully up to
the standard of a British cabinet minis-
ter. When after some wavering, he fin-
ally joined the boycott of the Commis-
sion, because their offer seemed to him
to carry with it no real equality. His
adhesion to the ranks of the boycot-
ters, closed the ranks of ‘political India’
against Sir John Simon and his col-
leagues.” The commission on its tour
throughout India met with the united
resistance of all political parties. Huge
demonstrations took place, during which
some of the most respected and tried
leaders of the people, including NMr.
Jawahar Lal Nehru, the president of
the Indian National Congress this Yyear,
received severe blows at the hands of
the police and one of the most influen-
tial and greatest leaders of modern In-
dia, Lala Lajpat Rai, according to the
testimony of his physician, succumbed
as the result of having been hit by a
British police officer while standing in
the front row of an immense gathering.
The waves of indignation arose, as they
had never risen before for many years.
Repression followed which grew greater
and greater. There are several thousand
political prisoners today rotting in the
jails of British India, whose amnesty
was one of the conditions asked by the
leaders of the people when they in an-
swer to the Viceroy’s announcement of
October last, agreed to attend the Round
Table Conference in London and sub-
sequently modified their acceptance of
the conference, when this amnesty was
not realized and also as a result of the
disillusionment created by what came
out in the House of Commons debate.
The situation would have been mended
at this stage, as there seemed to be ev-
ery prospect of it but for the reckless
way in which, both the die-hard Tories
and the Liberals showed their hands
in the debate both in the House of
Commons and Lords. It seems to us
that these “God’s Englishmen” in the
House of Commons tried to make party
politics out of the very serious situation
in India and it is hard for Indians to
accept the idea when they are told that
these same gentlemen at Westminster
are to be the final judges of their fu-
ture destiny on account of their super-
ior knowledge, understanding, and the
sense of responsibility. India fully
knows these gentlemen and their inter-
ests. “It is well that people in this
country should be roused,” said the
L.ondon Times in a recent editorial on
India, ‘“but it is altogether too cynical
a view' of democracy which supposes
that they can only be roused by the
misuse of India for party purposes at
home.”

It was at Lahore that Lala Lajpat Rai
died a year ago as the result of police
blows. It was also at Lahore that soon
after this a hunger strike began among
the political nrisoners, who demanded
changes in their treatment which were
long overdue and were eventually won
as we will see in a moment.

The government paid but Ilittle at-

tention and tried to ignore the demands
of the prisoners. Some of these prisoners
were being tried in the courts and as
the hunger strike went on enfeebling
these youngmen, it was impossible even
to bring them to the court room. After
a period of hunger strike which in his
case extended over 63 days, Jatindran-
ath Das, one of the principal strikers in
the Lahore jail, died at the age of 25,
under tragic circumstances. He died
slowly as has been related by Mr. Jay-
akar in the Legislative Assembly. ‘‘He
died inch by inch: one hand gone par-
alysed for want of sustenance, another
hand gone atrophied for want of nour-
ishment, one foot gone, another foot
gone and the last of nature’s gifts, eye-
sight gone; the fire of those orbs
slowly quenched inch by inch, not by
the sudden and merciful death of the
guillotine, but with the slowness with
which nature builds or destroys.” From
the friend as well as foe came testimony
to the truly heroic mould of this youth.
The government brought wup a Dbill,
called the Hunger Strike Bill, the pur-
pose of which was to enable it to con-
duct trials of the hunger strikers even
in their absence. India was roused to a
man at the death of Jadindranath Das
and in the face of universal indignation
and protest the government after all
relented. The bill was recalled and pro-
vision made to appoint a committee to
investigate the condition of political
prisoners in the jails and reforms ask-
ed for by the hunger sirikers followed.
The death of Das left a deep impression
of the callousness of the government
policy and it was at this same city La-
hore that the Indian National Congress
was to meet at the Christmas week.
Another event happened which has had
a very serious effect in embittering and
stiffening the attitude of the people
which has culminated in the active
Complete Independence movement.
While in England and America the
harvest of new books on India both pro
and con was on, due to the ‘pending
constitutional changes, Mr. Ramananda
Chatterji, one of the most highly re-
spected and the veteran editor of the
Modern Review, Calcutta, after publish-
ing several chapters serially' in his mag-
azine, brought out a book called ‘““India
in Bondage,” by Dr. J. T. Sunderland,
born in England and a well known Am-
erican student of Indian affairs. a8 & 3
America would know the true India,
they can not have a better guide than
Dr Sunderland. I regard this book as
among the best informed, most just, and
most trustworthy that has come from
any pen,” said Sir Rabindranath Tagore,
after reading this book. The first edi-
tion of “India in Bondage,” published
in Calcutta was sold out and the second
edition was on sale when a case was
brought against the publisher. The book
which has since been published in New
York by the Lewis Copeland Co., is a
scientific work by a specialist and like
that of Tagore’s testimony has brought

highest praise to the author. Some of
the passages considered objectionable
in the book were from the writings of

_British statesmen including Hon Ram-

say MacDonald, the present prime min-
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ister of England. Mr. Ramananda Chat-
terji is one universally respected, ‘most
cautious and careful publicist in India.
The effect of the supression of this
boek which placed India’s case fairly
and squarely and in view of the facts
that so many other books on India have
appeared with special bias of one kind
or another against India’s cause and can
be bought at any bookshop, and no sup-
pression or censorship has been applied
to them, has been a very serious cause
indesd in creating suspicion as to the
British attitude towards India. We will
give a quotation from Bhagwan Das,,
M.A. D. Litt, a scholar of the highest
repute both in the learning of the West
and the East whose whole life has
been devoted to the cause of truth, and
to show the serious effect the suppres-
sion of this book has been on the minds
of the intelligencia of India, here is
what Bhagwan Das wrote in the Hindu-
stan Review. “The government is wag-
ing war impartially on old men and on
learning too, as it is on ardent patriot-
ism and on youths, whom it would cher-

ish with true heartedness, if it were a
true hearted government. Ramananda
Chatterji, grown white-haired in public
service of high quality, service by

righteous education through his worthy

journals, spreading sound information
and patriotic sentiment has been fined
and sentenced to prison in default, for
coing such public service. A wiser and
true hearted government would have
honoured Ramananda Chatterji, and
persuaded him to accept the task of a
privy councillor, and taken counsel with
him diligently on how to make the
cecuntry happler. This government fines
him and threatens him with jail and
proscribes a book from which it should
have taken lessons and gathered wis-
com.”

We could cite case after case to show
a continucus policy in action the spirit
of which has unfortunately brought the
Anglo-Indian relations to a point where
drifting apart is becoming a crystalized
policy and for the pursuit of which a
large number of men are even ready to
cie. The Indian National Congress rep-
resents this force and some of its most

talented and powerful leaders have come
to this present attitude from the ardent
loyalists, as they once were, like Gandhi.
It is the most powerful body of opinion
in India and has to be reckoned with at
every step.

Exclusion of Bhag Singh From Canada Mill Continues

Yes, there is an upheaval in India
just now. Her heart is heavy with the
insults offered to her children every-
wvinere. And here is the way Canada in-
S:8:8 In not correcting a' bilunder macde
128t July when Mr. Bhag Singh. an M.A.
siuden: at the Berkeley University, who
wished to pay a visit to Canada during
the summer holidays was, refused ad-
m'ssion by a Canadian Immigration In-
spector at White Rock. Bhaz Singh an-
pealed to Ottawa, the appeal was dis-

missed and he had to leave for Berkeley

after waiting twenty-two days at the
border. We published a long a~count of
the whole matter giving photographic
reproductions of the documents, and
regulations which were misapplied in
this case. As wiz intend to print the
whole case in a pamphlet so that it
will be available to all interested in
justice and fairplay, we want to bring
the matter up to date in this article—
~no.her appeal of Bhag Singh having
been rejected recently. Before describ-
ing this phase of the matter, we would
like to quote a summary of the case
from 2on editorial which appeared in
the “Winnipeg Tribune”, under the
hea ing of *“Brothers from India”:—

“In August, 1928, a young Indian
student, Mr. Bhag Singh. B.A., of Pun-
jab TUniversity, entered the niversity
of California, at Berkeley, with the ob-
lect of takng his M.A. and Ph.D. de-
grees. Lest June, during the summer
recess, Mr. Singh set out from Berke-
lev: on 'a short visit to some Indian
friends living in British Columbia. He
had a passport and $70 in his pocket.
And a return ticket to Berkeley.

Mr. Singh was stopped at White Rock,
B.C., by the immigration officials, and
an order for his deportation was -im-
mediately issued. Mr. Singh entered an
appeal against this ruling, paid the
necessary costs in connection therewith,
and retired to Seattle to await the de-

c¢'sion of Ottawa. In due time he was
notified that his appeal had been dis-
m:ssed and that he would ‘“not be per-
mitted (o enter Canada.”

A second appeal was launched by the
student’s friends in Canada. They were
informed that the following documents
would be necessary to reopen the case:
(1) A letter from the United States im-

BHAG SINGH, B.A.

migration authorities, stating that Bhag
Singh would be admitted back again;
(2) a letter from the University of Cal-
ifornia as to the student’s status and
his intention to join next semester; (3)
a cash bond of $2,000. In due course
these documents were forthcoming. Nev-
erthless, the second appeal, like the
first, was rejected.

This succession of blunders probably
came about unconsciously in the ordin-
ary course of routine, due to officials
who have not the capacity to discrim-
inate where Asiatics are concerned. But
the fact remains that it is easier for a
British subkject from India to enter an
American university than it is for him
to enter Canada as a bona fide tourist.
If a Canadian ever experienced all this
humiliation in India a c¢ry would be
raised which would be heard from the
Pacific to the Atlantic. It is to be hoped
that the experience of Bhag Singh will
not be lost upon the immigration de-
partment. There is need for reform
somewhere.”

A friend of Mr. Bhag Singh was told
by the local division Immigration Com-
missioner, that Bhag Singh if he still
desired to visit Canada, should apply in
writing direct to him. Bhag Singh ac-
cordingly applied in November last, to
the Division Commissioner at Vancouver,
for permission for a temporary visit to
Canada. He attached to his application
a letter from the United States Immigra-
tion Department, telling Bhag Singh
that there would be no difficulty as far
as his re-entry to the United States was
concerned and also a copy of a letter
from the University of California certi-
fying the bona fide of Bhag Singh’s
student status there. Both of these docu-
ments are printed in full at the end of
this article and here is the reply Bhag
Singh received from Division Commis-
sioner of Immigration, Vancouver, advis-
ing him of the dismissal of his latest
request:— =

Bhag Singh,
P.O. Box b8,
Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Sir:—

Referring to your letter of the 25rd
Nov. in which you make application f-r
temporary visit to Canada, which appli-
cation has been submitted to the De-
partment, I am now in receipt of their
reply thereto informing me that as you
were rejected at White Rack, B.C. in
June last, to which you appealed. vour
temporary entry to Canada cannot be
favourably considered.

Yours truly,
A. E. SKINNER
Division Commissioner

We East Indians have no franchise
in British Columbia and, therefore, lack
the influence and connection to enable
us to, request a member of the Dominion
Parliament to ask a question in the
House now sitting why this high-handed
method is being used to refuse Bhag
singh admission to visit Canada. Will
some Jjustice-loving M.P. do this for us?
We will gladly send him all the facts of
the case. This will be a seorvice render-
ed both to Canada and India.

The documents which Bhag Sinch at-
tached to his application are as fol-
lows :—

(Please turn to Page 19)
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INDIA AND DOMINION STATUS

By MAJOR D. GRAHAM POLE, M.P.

“The changing East” is no meaning-
less phrase. Within the lifetime of some
still with us, Japan, for instance, has
changed entirely from being an HEastern
nation with Eastern traditions into a
first class power with her whole outlook
based on Western ideas. This change is
not confined to Japan; China, India
and other Eastern nations have waked
up from their slumber of centuries and
they also demand their ‘“place in the
sun.”

The immediate definite and active
change in outlook, as far as India is
concerned, can be traced directly to
the Russo-Japanese War, in which for
the first time they saw an Eastern na-
tion meeting a Western nation in a mod-
ern war with modern weapons and com-
ing out victorious. That victory had its
repercussions throughout the whole of
the Eastern world. Every Indian felt
that he, to a certain extent, shared in
Japan’s victory. The piesent movement
was started in 1885 by Mr. A. Ord Hume,
a retired Indian Civil Servant, with the
founding of the Indian National Cong-
ress. He looked forward to the time in
the not far distant future when India
would take her place again as one of
the great nations of the world in a pos-
ition of equality and not as a dependent
or subordinate race.

A further and greater impetus was
given by the Great War—a war for self-
determination. And this, as Mr. Lloyd
George said, was not confined to Wes-
tern countries alone, but applied equally
to tropical countries. India joined in
that war. Indians were brought overseas
and flung into the arena to fight on
equal terms with and against white
men and this they did with great credit
to themselves and their country.

I think we hardly realize at what a
fascinating period of the world’s his-
tory wike are living. A new era is upon
us and changes come about with start-
ling suddeness. These changes, howev-
er, can often be forseen by those who
care to look below the surface. There
is an irresistible tale of freedom, liberty

and self-determination sweeping over
the whole globe. It is for us to see
that we do not try to stem that tide,

but rather lead it into the right chan-
nels. The attitude of some of our die-
hards in this connection makes one
think of the old conundrum of what
would happen if an irresistible force
met an immovable object!

Equality of Indians and Europeans in
India is, of course, nothing new—as far
as declarations go. As a nation we are
good at making declarations. Queen Vic-
toria, when she assumed the title of
Empress of India in 1857, proclaimed to

Indians that:—

“It is our further will that, so far
as may be, our subjects, of what-
ever race or creed, be freely and
impartially admitted to office in
our service, the duties of which
they may be qualified by their ed-
ucation, ability, and integrity duly
to discharge. In their prosperity will
be our strength:; in their content-
ment our security; and in their
gratitude our best reward.”

No Practical Attempt

But there was no attempt to give
that Proclamation practical effect. In-
deed, Lord Curzon, when Viceroy, stated
in a public speech that there would al-
ways be a ‘“corps d’elite” of white men
in India.

The late Lord Lytton, when Viceroy
in India, dealing with official promises
in an official dispatch to the Secretary
of State for India wrote on May 2,
1878:p

‘“We all know that these expecta-
tions never can, or will, be fulfilled.
We have had to choose between pro-
hibiting them and cheating them;
we have chosen the least straight-
forward course..........

“Since I am writing confidentially,
I do not hesitate to say that both
the Governments of England and of
India appear to me, up to the pres-
ent moment, unable to answer sat-
isfactorily the charge of having ta-
ken every means in their power of
breaking to the heart the words of

promise they had uttered to the
ear.”’ |
India’s charter of freedom was con-

tained first in the declaration of the
Coalition Government made by the Sec-
retary of State for India, Mr. Montagmn,
in the House of Commons in August,
1917. This statement referred wo:.—

““T’he gradual development of self-
governing institutions, with a view
to the progressive realization of re-
sponsibile government in India as
an integral part of the British Em-
pire.”

No party dissented from that declar-
ation. It was, moreover, given in more
definite terms when the Duke of Con-
naught, representing the King Emperor
at the inauguration of the new Indian
Legislatures at Delhi in 1921, remark-
ed:—

“For years, it may be for genera-
tions, patriotic and 1loyal Indians
have dreamed of Swaraj for their
motherland. Today you have the be-
ginnings of Swaraj (self-govern-
ment) within my Empire, and wid-
est scope and ample opportunity for
progress to the liberty which my
other Dominions enjoy.”

During the Second Reading of the
Government of India Bill of 1919, Sir
Donald MacLean, M.P., the then leader
of the Independent Liberals in the
House of Commons, said that:—

“I would say to those honourable
friends of mine who are afraid of
the future of India within the circle
of the British Dominion across the
seas this one thing: If we wish to
retain India within the British Em-
pire, we must not be afraid of de-
velopment and change.”

These words are even more true to-
day.
It was left to Lord Reading as Vice-

roy to whittle down the terms of the
various declarations made to India as to
her place as a free and equal partner
in the British Commonwealth of Na-
tions. The Home Member of his Exec-
utive Council (the Cabinet of the Gov-
ernment of India), speaking for the
Government of India said in the Indian
Legislative Assembly that:—

“If you analyse the term, ‘full
Dominion Self-Government,” you will
see that it is of somewhat wider

5 A0 1 | A R LA | I say there is
some difference of substance, be-
cause responsible Gofernment is

not necessarily incompatible with a
legislature with limited or restrict-
ed powers. It may be that full Do-
minion self-government is the log-
ical outcome of responsible Govern-
ment, but it is a further and a
final step.”

This led immediately to a feeling akin
to despair in the minds of the Indians.
Again promises made to the ear were
being broken to the heart.

The first Labour Government found
it necessary to set up the Indian Re-
forms Inquiry Committee (the Muddi-

man Committee) to inquire into the
working of the Reforms. The Prime
Minister, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, ap-

pealed to India in these terms:—

“We know of the serious condi-

tion of affairs in India, and we’ want
to improve it. As Lord Oliver says,
without equivocation, Dominion Sta-
tus for India is the idea and the
ideal of the Labour Government. If
I may say so to our Indian friends:
Do your bit for British Democracy;
keep your faith in a British Gov-
ernment.
“An inquiry is being held by the
Government, which means that in-
quiry to be a serious one. We do
not mean it to be an expedient for
wasting and losing time. We mean
that the inquiry shall produce re-
sults which will be a basis for con-
sideration of the Indian Constitu-
tion and its whbrking, and its possi-
bilities, which we hope will help
Indians to co-operate on the way
towards the creation of a system
which is self-government.”

Labour and Tory Government

Before that Committe had reported,
however, the Labour Government had
been replaced by Tory Government: the
doctrine of continuity of policy was for-
gotten; and the promise of the Prime
Minister was never redeemed. Nothing
happened; and India was again given
reason to believe that she could place no
reliance on British promises.

Things went from bad to worse. Lord
Birkenhead made every mistake possible
in the setting up of the Indian Statutory
Commission (the Simon Commission.)
Speaking in the House of Lords as Sec-
retary of State for India, in connection
with the Commission, he said that they
would go out to India as ‘‘a jury”, and
twice in the course of that speech, which
I heard, he referred to the Indians as
“natives”’—quite oblivious of the fact
that that the word had been banned by
the Government of India many years be-
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fore, it having in India the same conno-
tation as ‘‘nigger.”

In spite of all that any of us who have
been trying to make a better understand-
ing between England and India could
say or do, the Indian National Congress
passed a resolution, at its meeting iIin
December, 1928, that unless Great Brit-
ain gave India Dominion Status by De-
cember 31, 1929, they would declare and
work for Independence outside the Brit-
ish Commonwealth of Nations. The steps
to be taken would be “civil disobedience”
non-payment of taxes, etc,, etc.

Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, realised the
serious position and the necessity of res-
toring in India faith in the promises and
intentions of the British pecople. Lord
Irwin was a member of the late Con-
servative Cabinet Lefore his anpointment
as Viceroy of India, and this gave his ad-

vice—coinciding as it did with the
views of the Labour Cabinet—all the
more weight. He is the ‘“man on the

spot,” who, according to all Tory doc-
trine, ought to be trusted and upheld.

Lord Irwin drew up a declaration
which was approved by the Labour Cab-
inet, res:iating the intentions of Brit-
ain, that “it is implicit in the declara-
tion of 1917 that the natural issue of
India’s constitutional progress, as there
contemplated, is the attainment of Dom-
inion status.”

At the same time Sir John Simon,
chairman of the Statutory Commission,
wrote to the Prime Minister:—

e B It seems clear that
we canno: afford to ignore the re-
actions of the presence of the (In-
dian) States on the problem we are
studying in British India........ It
seems to us that what would be re-
quired would be the setting up of
some sort of conference after the
Reéports of the Statutory Commis-
sion and the Indian Central Com-
mittee have been made, considered
and published, and their work has
been completed, and that in this
conference, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment would meet both representa-
tives of British India and represen-
tatives of the States (not necessar-
ily always together) for the purpose
of seeking the greatest possible
measure of agreement for the final
proposals which it would later be the
duty of His Majesty’s Government
to submit to Parliament.” ‘

To this not only the Labour Govern-
ment, but also the Conservative and
Liberal leaders gave their cordial as-
sent. This was the “Round Table Con-
ference’” that Indians for years have de-
manded, and they saw a new spirit and
were prepared to meet us half way.

Recent Press Attack

The recent Press atack, it should be
noted, was made not on this innovation
but on the declarartion that Dominion
Qtatus as the goal of Briish policy for
India wwas implicit in the Montagu Dec-
laration of 1917. In the course of this
attack the ‘“Morning Post” and the
“Daily Mail” abandoned their talk of
our being trustees for the voiceless and
down-trodden millions of India, and
showed the real nature of their “inter-

THE NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION

The following statement which Sir Sethna delivered in dissolving
the session of the National Liberal Federation, in brief,

covers the position of the Federation in regard to
the Dominion Status for India

I am strongly of opinion that if Dom-
inion status is conceded without delay
England’s moral claim to the mainten-
ance of her connection with India will
be unassailable. National independence
is really a wild c¢ry and an impractic-
able proposition.

Ireland, with all her long and bitter
struggle, has not been able to win com-
plete and undiluted independence, nor is

HON. SIR PHEROZE SETHNA
who presided over the National Liberal

Federation, at Madras, on the New
Year, holds a very prominet position in
the financial and commercial life of
Bombay. He is the general manager oi
the Sun Life Insurance Co. of Canada,
for India.

it possible for India to do so, particular-
ly if England is wflling to raise her
without delay to the status of a Dom-
inion. It is no use speculating about
and building hopes on what may hap-
pen in the distant, very distant future.

Those who think that national inde-
pendence can be won by acts of viol-
ence are really rendering a disservice
to the cause they have 80 much at heart.
Indpendence will never come by such
means. If independence comes at all at
some remote date it may come through
Dominion status should unfortunately
the relations between Great Britain and
the dominions become so transformed
or when the present equilibruim of the
world’s forces becomes so unstable that
each Dominion thinks and feels that
there is no alternative left for it but to
become independent.

If the advocates of national indepen-
dence would think calmly and take
long views they would, in the interests
of their own cause, not pursue what is
and must be a chimera as long as the
present conditions exist, but agree to
join forces with those who, with super-
ilor insight and practical commonsense,
would be content with the achievment
of Dominion status.

Golden Opportunity

We made common cause with our
Swarajist friends in the matter of boy-

cott of the Simon Commission with per-

fect success. We hope we had also
made common cause with them in the
matter of attending the proposed Round
Table Conference. They have suddenly
veered round and the Congress is there-
fore throwing awjay a golden opportuni-
ty in refusing to send te its represen-

est” in India. Said the “Morning Post’:
“If the British Government really does
contemplate this folly of ‘Dominion
Status’, it had beter begin to raise a
relief fund for the Anglo-Indian popula-
tion”. Whilst the Daily Mail was even
more plainspoken: ‘““The people of Great
Britain stand to sacrifice a capital of
some £ 1,200,000,000 by Dominion Home
Rule in India. There is, further, the cer-
tain loss of the considerable sum now
paid in this country by the Indian Gov-
ernment in pensions to retired Civil
Servants and officers.” No argument
and no proof was offered for this pal-
pably absurd and untrue statement.

Mr. Baldwin. in the Indian Debate in
the House of Commons on November 7,
1929, left no doubt as to the Conserva-
tive party position:—

“Can there be any doub: whatever,
in any quarter of the House, that
the position of an India with full,
responsible Government in the Em-
.pire, when attained, and whatever
form it may take so far as the inter-
nal Government of India is
concerned, must be one of equality

with the other States in the
pire ?”’

Em-

This was exactly the corrective re-
quired for the irresponsible statements
made by Lord Birkenhead two days be-
fore in the House of Lords. Mr. Lloyd
George’s speech was merely mischiev-
ous to embarrass the Government. Mr.
Wedgewood Benn refused to add to or
subtract from the Viceroy’s statement.
Everything can come up at the Round
Table Conference to be held next year.
The Simon Commission Report may be
discussed, but so also may the Nehru
Report and the Butler Committee Re-
port on the Indian States. The Indian
States may be represented, both Prin-
ces and peoples, and the various politi-
cal bodies in India and the various re-
ligions and interests can also have their
representation to meet the Government
here and so “promote the full co-opera-
tion of all parties and interests in the
solution of the Indian problem as a
whole.”” That is the great thing that the
Labour Government, with the cordial
co-operation of the Viceroy, has hrougt
about. '
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tatives. We may have had cause in the
past to doubt the promises made by the
British Government, but today the posi-
tion is altered. There are some of us
here present who have had opportunities
within the last few months of personal
contact with Mr. Wedgewood Benn, the
present Labour Secretary of State for
India. We realize that he is thoroughly
sincere and in right earnest to advance
India politically to the fullest extent he
can go to and we also know that he
can count upon the support of the ma-
jority of the Cabinet.

In the face of this adopt the resolu-
tions such as the Congress prcposes to
do today is to court certain disaster.
Whilst we feel no hesitation in con-
demning the Congress resoiution we
must once again warn the British Gov-
ernment that it cannot afford to delay
any longer the grant of Dominion sta-
tus. Their duty at present is to concil-
iate India to the fullest measure that
may be possible.

Response to Demand

England is great. She is mighty. She
is powerfui, let her stoop to conquer
the heart of India by the immediate
grant of full responsible government and
Dominion status. Such a full and whole-
hearted response to the demand and
the wishes of India will enormously
strengthen the British connection, cut
the ground from under the feet of those
who seek to break that connection and
in every way improve the relations be-
tween the British and Indian people.
The t{ime has gone by when Britain can
dictate to India as to the quantiy and
quality of self-ogevrnment that it could

dole out.

I only hope that the British Govern-
ment, in the words of the late Mr. Gok-
hale, does not stand considering hesti-
tating, receding and debating within
itself to grant or not to grant while
the opportunity rushes past it, never to
return.

* %k ok 3k
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INDIA
Thou who dost charm the heart of the
world,
Thou land gleaming with the golden

glory of the sun,
Thou mother of our fathers and mothers
The soles of whose feet are washed by
the waters of the blue sea, |
Whose green skirts are fluttered by the
breeze,

Whose forehead, the Himalayas, is kiss-
ed by the skies,

Who wearest the diamond diadem of the
SNNIOWS ;

It was in thy firmament that the first
day dawned,

It was in thy hermitages that the first
hymns were sung.

Words of wisdom, religion, poetry, his-
tory first

Were preached in thy forest temples.

Thou art blessed, the eternal dispenser
of good,

Thou dost distribute food from land to
land.

The Ganges and the Jumna are the
milk of mercy flowing from thy
breasts.

—Rabindranath Tagore.

THEPLACE OFMODERATES INMODERN INDIA

“There were other views, than those
expressed by the extremists,” said Sir
Francis Younghusband, in an interview

in Toronto last month. “The Moderates
had passed their resolutions and ex-
pressed their convictions, but this side
of the story had not received such great
publicity,”” he declared.

We have given the point of view of
the moderates in the words of Hon.
Sir Pheroze Sethna, on page fifteen of
this issue, under the heading of the Na-
tional Liberal Federation, two hundred of
whose delegates, met at Madras during
the Christmas week, to consider the
very serious issues which were be-
fore the people of India. In the present
day India, the moderates represent a
very small section of opinion and,
therefore, much attention has not been
given in the press to their doings, while
the proceedings of the Indian National
Congress, the dominant political party
in the country, with the greatest follow-
ing, has received the most attention as
it well deserves. Our purpose in this
small account is to give to our Canad-
ian readers some idea of the position
of the so-called moderate group of pol-
itical opinion in India and a glimpse of
their leaders. The Canadians having ab-
olished the titles, several years ago, will
be in a position to appreciate the posi-
tion of the moderates in India in that
respect and will fully grasp the follow-
ing comment of the “New Burma.” “The
[.iberal Federation, it must be frankly
stated, is suffering from too many
“Sirs’’ or belted knights at the head.”
There is, however, another type of the
moderates, which the (Canadians have
known, in the person of Hon. Srinivasa
Shastri, who over seven years ago, in
1922, came to Canada as the represen-
tative of the government of India, and
eloquently pleaded, both with the gov-
ernment and the representative audi-
ences in Canada, from city to city, that
Canada should extend the citizenship
rights to a handful of his compatriots,
now resident in Canada. His pleas were
as moderate and reasonable as eloquent,
but disappointed he had to return and
report that he had received no encour-
agement from Canada, about his mis-
sion—the things being the same today,
seven years after his visit, as they were
then, with the exception of the spirit
that has recently been shown by Cana-
da in barring Mr. Bhag Singh, an M.A.
student at Berkeley University, {rom
paying a temporary visit to the Domin-
ion. Naturally, under the circumstances,
the party in India which stands for the
achievement of power, to enable India
to protect her vital interests, and retali-
ate against any country, according to
its treatment of India, is bound to
receive the widest hearing as the In-
dian National Congress does. Mr. Shas-
tri’s mission to Canada, barren of any
results, was ridiculed by the Swarajist
section of the press, as are regarded
mere pleadings on any other question.
No more, pleadings but action seems to
be the spirit of the day in India today.
Mr. Shastri represents the finest type of
the moderates. We could not do better
than quote that part of Mr. C. F. And-

rew’s long article in the “New Republic”
of Feb. 26th, headed “What Next in
India,”” which gives an analysis of the
present position of the moderates, in
India:—

“As a practical issue, we can place
little stress at such a crisis as this on
the Moderates, who recently met in Ma-
dras and passed resolutions along the
old constitutional lines, with petitions
to the British Parliament. The chief
leaders in this small intellectual group
are among my close personal friends,
and mentally I have a strong sympathy
with their own temperamental attitude
of caution in a period of rapid change.
Yet they themselves, perhaps, would be
the foremost to acknowledge that their
exhortation carries very little weight
outside the quiet circle of a few like-
minded individuals. It does not reach the
masses. There is no corporate public
opinion behind it. They have never once
attempted to ride the storm as Mahatma
Gandhi has so often done. Their intel-
lectual outlook, together with their
power of seeing the other side as clear-
ly as their own, has made them hesitate
too long.

“Therefore, in its present hurricane
temper, the vast illiterate population of
India, now articulate for the first time,
pays them little attention. The crowd
passes them by and sweeps along to
Chowpati Beach in Bombay, or to the
open sands in Madras, or to the burning
ghat at Calcufita. where Jatindranath
Das’ body was burned in the presence
of a multitude that no one could num-
ber. His self-imposed martyrdom, after
a hunger strike which ended in death on
the sixty-third day, has done more to
drive the.masses of India forward into
a cyclone of whirling revolution than all
the work which the Moderates have
done through years of patient constitu-
tional reform to prevent it.

There is a close parallel betweesn this
attitude of the Moderates in India and
the pathetic figure of Kerensky in the
early days of the Russian Revolution.
It may be that things will not move so
fast in India as they did in Russia dur-
ing the autumn of 1917; for there is an
essential conservatism in the village
life which cannot easily be overcome:
but after having personally passed
through the exciting days of the non-
co-operation movement, in 19521, it
woutld by no means be difficult for me
to imagine what would happen, with
the political barometer so low, if the
storm swept round again.

“To say all this is not at all to dep-
reciate the ultimate steadying value of
the Moderates or to underestimate their
moral courage. But the pace at which
things are moving in India is too strong
for them and they are left behind be-
wildered. In the non-co-operation move-
ment of 1921, I witnessed the very same
thing happening. They knew in their
heart of hearts that they had no appeal
that could reach the masses, and so
they wisely kept aloof until the tyranny
of mob excitement was overpast.

“Yet while they thus hold back and
hesitate to take the plung along with
Gandhi, whom they love and admire
with all their hearts, they find them-



INDIA AND CANADA

17

selves being carried forward irresistibly
on the tide of events far beyond their
depth. Wi hear them speaking at their
own Madras conference with an urgen-
cy almost of despair, insisting that the
Labor government shall quicken its pace
before it is too late. They have issued tho
following appeal:

We firmly believe that the only
rallying c¢ry which can unite Hindus,
Mohammeadans, Christians, §Silkhs,
Parsis, the Europeans, the proper-
tied classes and the laboring classes,
can be Dominion status, not as a
distant goal or ideal, but as an ob-
ject capable of achievement within
the shortest possible limit of time.
Thosz of us who believe in the peace-
tul evolution of India, cannot but
deplore that any action of the peo-
ple of this country should raise the
cry of independence and involve
our future in turmoil and confusion.
Believing that the Labor government
and Lord Irwin are in real earnest
in seeking an acceptable scolution of
the constitutionan problem, we
should be guilty of utter short-
sightedness and lack of sta‘esman-
ship if we fail to scize the oppor-
tunity that has been extended to us.

““Such an appeal would have been
eminencly reasonable if it had been
made earlier, when Pundit Motilal Nehru
had Just issued, as chairman. the All-
Parties Report on Dominion status. But
that rare opportunity was lost by a
( onservative government in Great Brit-
ain at a critical moment when Lord
EBirkenhead was Secretary of Sta‘e for
India. These reactionary forces in both
Houses of Parliament always rally
whenever any forward step in Indian
policy iIs suggested, and they are to be
found in all political parties. It is the
knowledge of this fact that paralyzes
the Moderates and makes them hopeless.
At the present time, for instance, Lord
Reading and Mr. Lloyd George are
watching every sign of movement for-
ward with a view to crying halt. There-
fore the intellectuals in India are sadly
aware that there is hardly and more
chance of their own moderate program’s
being accepted in London than of the
extremists. It is not unlikely that they
will be driven, by reaction in England,
cither to seek shelter again under
Gandhi’s banner, or else to stand aloof
from the political struggle.”

“When we come to the National Con-
egress it is clear, to those who under-
stand the innner situation, that Mahat-
ma Gandhi has by no means lost his
control. Yet the ever-increasing impat-
ience of the younger leaders, who were
the rank and file of the non-co-opera-
tion movement of 1921, makes him con-
stantly defer to their demands and ad-
vance somewhat further than he would
wish on his own account to go. His mor-
al authority is wunchallenged. But he
himself is sensiftive to the new atmos-
phere of Young India which he breathes
in with every breath. His deep affection
for Pundit Jawahar l.al Nehru is also
carrying him along with the rapid cur-
rent of the times. He has passtd his
sixtieth year; but he is amazingly young
at heart, and a daring course has its
own attraction for him.”

CANADIANIZATION OF THE HINDU

The tfollowing article appeared in the “Witness and Homestead,”
' Montreal, in its issue of October 16th, 1929

ARTER SINGH is a Canadian. He
K is more of a Canadian than most
we did not have any choice in the mat-
ter. He is also a Sikh. Every Sikh we
ever knew had Singh to his name. It
means lion, but though at the wrong
end, seems to be about the same as Mr.
It would be more distinctive to call
him Mr. Kartar than Mr. Singh. We do
noc know what Kartar Singh looks like,
but what Sikhs we have Lknown have
been of more majestic countenance,
loftier bearing and more contemplative
and religious in mien than the ordinary
westerner as we have him all about us.
We do not know what his religion is,
but, according to his own showing, his
enterprise and purpose are Christian,
namely to devote his life and powers to
the reconciliation of his own people
wich ours. His personal experience “of
the truth and error involved in the
problem on both sides, as his paper
India and Canada pu:s it, ““‘compelled us

to make up our mind to devote our life,

if necessary, to prepare for, and then
throw light upon this baseless tangle,
which has grown up between the two
otherwise loveable and charming peo-
ples, capable of giving each other much
hat is of importance and vaiue.” It is
irom his neat monthly publication cal-
led “‘India and Canada” that we get all
we know about him and his difficult
DUTDOBR.; . 4 csvidiesss

This excellently produced third num-
ber of India and Canada reveals great
editorial capacity. In a sirain of inti-
mate detail and bonhomies we are
brought into sympathy with the enter-
prise; how! it began in a boarded-off
back room of a Vancouver furniture
store; how the Punjabee section of the
present number could not be got out be-
cause the type for it had not arrived
from London; how more room will be
needed when the press for that section
has to be set up. The story is reminis-
cent of how, within a dozen miles of

the same spot, some sixty-five years
ago, one McClure brought the (first

nrinting press up from the shore of the

I'raser into the woods where now
stands New Westminster, planning to
make that the <capital of continental

British Columbia. That was iong be-
fore Vancouver or the Pacific Railway
was thought of. Every page of this lit-
tle magazine is of great interest: no
space 1s lost. The theme throughout is

the “‘Canadianization” of the East In-
dian immigrants.
A sample of the process reads like

a story book. Kapoor Singh, whose ad-
cdress is Kapoor, BC., is the head of a
lumbering plant occupying some two
square miles of space. Born forty-three
vears ago in a little Punjab village, his
first impelling ambition was to learn
English. For this he had to walk to a
reighboring village where a very labor-
lous private teacher was able, among
other things, to teach English effectively.
Then to a high school at some dis-
tance and thence with some companions
to a business college at Calcutta. This

of us, because he chose to be and

was as though a British Columbia lad
should induce some neighbors of his
age to accompany him to Montreal or
Toronto to learn shorthand, or book-
keeping. At Calcutta, a seaport, he
heard about Canada, and resolved to
push his fortune in that British coun-
try. He went home to say goodbye to
his folk; then back to Calcutta. There
was no ship sailing for Canada; so he
took one for San Francisco, got im-
mediately into railway work, and, as
interpreter, became leader of a gang of
workmen that grew and grew. ‘“When
Uncle Sam got busy,” says our editor,
“electing a president—a job which re-
quired the full attention of the whcle
nation, the way they do it in that land
of the Stars and Stripes,” Kapoor told
his gang of forty that they would bet-
ter go to the farms as they had t~ go
on, whatever happened in politics. From
one ranch to another they found work
and made good; then back to contract
work the gang soon became a hundred
strong. But there was still the lure of
Canada, and Kapoor made his way to
Victoria, ‘““as all good people do when
they have finished working hard.” But
he had not so finished.

An Indian Canadian.

Having got to where he meant to be-
long, he discarded his turban and his
beard. He must have done this with
grief as he looked majestic with them
now on. New Ontario was opening
then; and he took up land there and
worked hard clearing and breaking it,
determined to be a Canadian; though
the cold of that country was new to
him. But he got a call back to British
Columbia where some of his country-
men were starting a lumber enterprise
and wanted him. That place was soon
worked out, and a company was formad
to work on a much larger scale on
Vancouver Island. The plant at present
employs 392 men; Canadians 73, Chin-
ese 181, KEast Indians 97, Japanecse 41.
Those seventy-three Canadians can
vote, but he, with a very big stake in
the country, cannot. Such is the law
there. He is, however, spoken of by all
with whom he does business, with the
most cordial respect.

More such stories are promised. From
the same remote spot on the same
branch of the Indus came also Hira
Singh, who, in 1912, built the Sikh tem-
ple at Victoria, also, as we understand
the modest reference, Kartar Singh who,
in 1909, foundel, in his home town, a
National school which has become im-
portant. | -

We could fill columns with interest-
ing matter out of “India and Canada.’”
Pages are given to Romain Rolland,
who has likewise devoted his life to the
task of reconciliation among men. There
are some (Canadian reviews of “Uncle
Sham,” a brilliant travesty by Kauhava
lal Ganba, an eminent Indian journalist,
upon Miss Mayo’s disagreeable work,
Mother India.”
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EXCLUSION OF BHAG SINGH
STILL CONTINUES

(Continued from Page 13)

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Immigration Service
District No. 30.
Mr. Bhag Singh,
P.O. Box 58,
Berkeley, (Calif.

November 21st, 1929
Sir:

Your letter of the 16th inst. advised
of your intention to proceed to Canada
for temporary stay of not more than 6
months and thereafter return to the
United States and re-enter the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, Calif., in
which institution you are a registered
student. You are under the impressicn
that re.urn permit should be obtained.

Under outstanding instructions which
are quoted herewith, you will observe
that re-entry permit will not be re-
quired provided your travels are limit-
ed to certain countries; that your ab-
sence from the United States does not
exceed six months and that you are and
have been a bonafide student and upon
return to this country are re-entering
the approved educatian institution which
you attended.

“Executive Order of July 12, 1926, No.
2850, . 0L “Documents required of Ali-
ens Entering the United States’” under
the capition “Immigrants” provides am-
ong other things that ‘“Aliens who have
previously been admitted legally into
the United States, have departed there-
from and returned within six months,
not having proceeded to countries other
than Canada, New Foundland, St. Pierre,
Micuelon, Bermuda, Mesico, Cuba and
other islands included in the Bahamas
and Greater Antilles groups, are not
required to present pass ports, visas or
permits to re-enter.”

In order to give practical effect to the
foregoing provision of the Erecutive
Order in behalf of the Aliens admitted
as non quota students under section
U (e) of the Immigration Act of 1924,
it is proper that they should be re-ad-
mitted to the United States under the
conditions stated in that portion of the
Executive Order above quoted, provided
that upon the return to the United States

they are proved oherwise admissable
and established to the satisfaction
the appropriate immigration officials

that they have not terminated their con-

nection with the school to which they
were afmitted or to which they may
have thereafter transferred with the
sanction of the bureau and that they

are returning to continue their studies
therein. In order that the bureau mav b2
in a position to keep a proper record of
aliens reacdmitted a notice should be
forwarded to the bureau advising that
alien students have returned to the
Tnited States under the provisions of
this General Order.”

In proceeding to ‘Canada it 1is sug-
cested that you have available your
British passport (for identification pur-
peses), written consent from the Univer-
sity of California to your re-entering
that institution unon vour re‘urn to.the
Tnited States, and this communication.
Kindly inform the immigration official
in charge of the border point where you

of

will proceed from this country of your
intention to depart and of your re.urn
here, stating as near as possible the
date of each.

It would seem advisable also for you
to inform the Canadian immigration of-
ficials of your purpose to enter their
country. If you are to leave the United
States coast, you would address the
Compiroller of Immigration, Vancouver,
B.C.

Respectiully,
Signed,
Acting Commissioner,
P.B.J:F.A.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Office of the Recorder of
the Faculties
Berkeley |
November 14, 1929
To Whom it May Concern:

This will certify that Bhag Singh 11
1S a graduate student in good standing
at the present time at he University of
California, having previously attended

for the academic 'year 1928-29. Mr.
Singh has signified his intention to
proceed to Canada at the close of the
current semester in December of this

yvear and later to return o the Univer-
sity to resume his studies.

Provided Mr. Singh continues through
the remainder of the current semester
to maintain the standard of schelar-
ship which has characterided his work
in previous semesters he would be en-
titled to return to the Universtiy at the

beginning of any later semester or ses-
sion. Attest:
Signed,
Recordzar of th:s Faculties.
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New SIKH TEMPILE, STOCKTON, Cal.,, which has been built by the Califcrnia Sikhs at a cost of $30,000 to

replace the o¢ld iwoodgn structure built in 1914, was opened on January 5th, 1930, when besides some very
prominent lecturers, including Swami Yogananda, most of the Hindu population of Califernia, were present.



