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MINUTES OF A PUBLIC MEETING HELI IN DOMINION HALL, VANCOUVER,
BRITICH COLUMBIA, ON TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE £3, 1914.

R e e s T S e T e G Gew SRS e W

Mayor T. 5. Baxter in the Chsir.

Meeting called to order at 8 P. M.

MAYOERE BAXTER spoke a&s follows:

ledies and pentlemen if you will come to order now - we
have an immense asudience here. The evening is long - we have
some business to transact which we will try to get through
88 gpeedily as possible. This meeting hss been cslled, &s
you €11 know, for the purpose of protesting sgainst eny further
immigration. I hope it will be conducted in the moet orderly
aﬁﬂ decorous ménner, beceuse without thet we wesken our cause.
If we citizens of Vancouver cannot meet together and tslk
&%ur*a-anrious question in & serious and level-headed ménner
we weaken our csuge in the eyes of those not here 2nd not
nedr to the heart of the metter. Therefore I am poing to

eppeil to everybody in the eudience, speakers and listeners,

~ that this meeting be of the most orderly, and that the speeches

be not of a charascter to touch our hearts to the extent of
making us go too hipgh into the e£ir. The question before us
this evening, &8s you know, is brougsht about by the fasct that
there lies in the harbor & ship loaded with people from
India who are wenting to come into our country.

Now ee Mayor of the City of Vancouver I went to speak
plainly even though I may be eriticised for so doing+ There
&re men enough in the City of Vancouver today for 2ll the work
thet 1s offering today (applause) snd to cpare, snd I say
that we don't went eny more workmen from anywhere at the

present* Yielding to representations @long that line ¢ ome
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monthe ago, the Dominion Covermment peesed en Order-in-Council

forbidding any artisans to come in from enywhere. Now that
Order is s8till in force, is 8till being enforced, so that
when people try to maske out thet we are hitting sgeinst one
nationality under that Order it ies not the csse. ¥We ore
hitting ageinst every nationality, ené for the reasons I

heve just stateds We 8ll know there =2re more men in the

¢ity than there are jobs for, and as Mayor I sm continually
ocalled upon in regard to this. The eity is doing more work
today than we would be doing excent that we wish to give

88 much work as is possible &t this time. Yow whet sre we
going to do if we are struppling now to keep those employed
who are here, hundreds more sre dumped in. Ve i wish to
fece the matter fairly, snd we dom't want thew, snd wewnt to
sey that just as herd as we can sey it. Ve have called

this meeting for the purpose of you as citizens becking up

the authorities, because I believe that you believe a8 I do
thet the authorities om our Paeific Coget and our Member in
Parlisment and our citizens are united on thet one guestion -~
that we don't went this immigration in the Province of British
Columbia (hear, heer). HNow I am not going to teke un eny more
of your time, but I am going to call upon ¥r. Stevens to s&y

g few words.

MR. He H. STEVENS:

ir. Mayor, ladies anc gentlemen, it is not sltogether
& pleasant or congenial task thet faces me or that faces you
tonight, beceuse I take it thet the subject which we have
under our cousideration is onelin which every citizen of
British Columbia, and as I always state, every citizen of
Canade, is vitally interested. 1 could apnroach thie
question from numerous sftandpointe, but I shell try in the
briefest possible manner to get before you some of the fucts

in connection with this troublesome problem. In the first
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a8 I see it 8nd as I find it, and then will desl with the
local situation &8s it existe in the city &t the present time.
1 wish, however, first to thank the Mayor for celling this
meeting together. I think he has done a very wise thing and
especially in thet this meeting is gathered topether todey
without eny political significance, in so fer as party politice
is concerned this is & non-politicel guestion (anplause)
& non-party question. I sm not before you as 2 member of &ny
political party. I am before you as xxmemkmxxm the representative
in the Dominion House of the people of this city and as & Cenadian
citizen (hear, heer) and Mre Msyor I feel that we must get
away‘antirely from meking this guestion & party political
guestion, becsuese I kmow thie, that of the men in British
Columbia, practically all sre & unit on this »roblem, no
metter what their opinions are (applause). There may be & few
exceptions, but these exceptions simply demonstrate the wisdom
of the attitude of the mesjority of the people of this Province.
Very briefly, what we face in British Columbia and in
Cansda today is this - whether or no the ci¥ilization which
finds its hipghest exenplification in Angle-Sexon British rule
ghsll or shall not prevail in the Dominion of Ceneda. That is
very briefly, the guestion. Beczuse in so far as immigration
from Asia is concerned I hold, after the most gareful study -
I am ebsolutely convinced efter the most sesrching inquiry, that
we cannot allow indiscriminete 1mmigrat10n from the Orient and
hope to build up & Nation in Canade on the foundations upon
which we have commenced our national life (applause). In
laying down that principle I cast no aspersions upon the
civilization of Asisa, but I impress upon you this solemn fect,
thaet these two civilizations &re sbsolutely &nd enfirely
distinet in every importsnt feature (spplause). It is not &
question whether in theory or from an academlic st&ndpoint, or
from the standpoint of scholerly study Orientel civilization
is interesting or not 1ntere§tinp -- that ies not the question.

It 1 interesting, &and no mén who hss indulged in & perussl
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of the subject cen ssy otherwise. The guestion 1s will thet
civilizetion or will those brought up through centuries uncer
thet civilizetion essimilete in e setisfactory menner with the
people of this country. That is the gresat problem fecing us

today, snd I hold thet ho immigration ie or can be auccesgeful

where it 1is impossible to ssrsimilete and re&adily aagimileate

} | the immigrapt (prolonged epplause). This is the absolutely

| | fondemental principle of a1l systeme of immigration, and must
i necessarily be go. Let me repeat that, that no claseg of
immigration can be considercd successful unless 17 is capeble
of being aseimilated and sbsorbed by the people of the country
to which it comes and without any detriment to thet country.
Bow there sre meny waye in whichw e can look at this guestion,
the racisl, the social, and the economic side, and I hold that

in every one of these pheses it would be detrimentsl to the

Orientales into this country (applause).

|
=
civilization we hold so dear to &llow &ny lerge influx of
’ In the next plece let me point out to you another very

significant fact (Just pive me your sttention - there is

] a large number that could not get into the Hall &nd they &are
holding &n overflow meeting on the street outside). There is
this other very significent fect, that we must remember in
Canad&. We heve in the neighborhood of 7 1/£ millions of
paéﬁle- We have underteken a gigantic problem 1n C&nada,'the
problem of building up & people which_will do credit to the
highest principles of the civilization from which we come.

The problem of developing her natural resources -the problem of

having & country with the hiph ideals that I htve mentioned
permeating every phase of society. There is no doubt about it
we blunder in many regerdg, but it is our &im to be high &nd
noble. In order to cerry that out it is very important theat
the immigration coming to our shores shell contribute To 1%
rather then hinder it. (Applause).

In the next place we have 1 s8y & limited pooulation of
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about 7 1/2 millions. In the Orient - at our doors - there

 are 800 millions of Asiatics -~ and merk you I care not how

high & velue you place upon their civilizetion - it is distinct
in 81l its features (hear hear) from that which we hold &0
dear. Eight hundred millions - the very le&et tremor Ifrom

that source would unquestionably swemp us by weight of

numbers. Some saswer me in regard to thet question in Eestern
Cenada and in other parts where I have spoken of it by saying
thet we are & virile race - thet if we are wunable to sssimilatle
these people then we have no right to claim & position among
the nations of the world. Why there is no people in existence
that can absorb one, two, three, four, five times their

number, and I ask you this - what would have happened if
immigration from Asis had been allowed through &ll these years
to come through the Western portels into British Columbia?
Cenade today would have been swemped with Orientasls &nd there
would be left today practically not & vestige of the wivili-
zation of which we are so proud (prolonged applause).

It is not so much a question of settling up this country
irrespective of the type of people we have -~ it is not g0 much
& question of doing the common labor of the country, which some
people so wrongfully advence &8 & reéson for the admission of
the Orientals. It is & question of what type of people we
are going to have here in the next generation or in future
generations. It is & question whether or no we are prepared as
Canadian citizens to sacrifice the immediate advantage of
méterial wealth for the peopling of this country. I heartily
agree with you that unfortunsately we have in our midst today
men anxious to forego the privileges of building up our
civilization here and & strong virile nationel life, for the
gsake 0of increasing their wealth by engeging men at s stipend
which makee it impossible for the average working men to live
upon and be decent and respectable (prolonged applsuse). Un-
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fortunatcly I sey there are amongst us men who are willing

to seerifice their country - men who a2re willing to degrade
our netional life - men who sre careless 28 to how their workers
live ~ simply for the sake of increegging their own dividends,
but I do not call them vatriots -- many of them do it unfortu-
netely, but if there ies & man within the hearing of my volice
who indulges in the practice of degrading the lebor conditions
of Canede for the sske of increasing his own wealth -enhé&ncing
his own wealth - let him take thought of what the future holds
for the children of the people of Canada &s & whole (heer,
hear) .

OQur forefethers came in here &nd others came in here &nd
willingly and cheerfully suffered the privations of & rigorous
climete in Bastern Canasda. The history of early Cansdian life is
replete through yesrs, and I might ssy through centuries, with
stories of the hardships suffered by the emigrants from the 01ld
Country who came here and lived &nd died without seeing
comfort, with the hopes that they would develop & country in
which their children could live in perfect liberty and freedom.

What do we find - the immigrante from Asia almost without
! exception seek to come into Csnada and establish themselves in
the large &ndé flourishing centres - picking the plums of
civilizetion. I hold Mr. Cheirmen snd gentlemen thet in no
gingle instance heve the immigrants from Asia ever demonstrated
that they were willing to enter into the frontier life of this
country. (Applasuse). And so I say Mr. Chairmen that this
question is not only & question of whether we like or dislike
men - that is & mere surface issue - it is & question of life
and death for the national life of Canade.(.CHeers). And let
me 88y further the threat has bheen mede, if you refuse to
gllow immigrants to come in here from India, they [Indias) will
bar their doors to you. 1 agk any intelligent man in this
sudience when have we ever ssked the people of Indis to open
their doors to Canadian labor -- never (he&r hear) and further

we are quite willing and setisfied that the Oriental people
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shall shut the door to our labor*: Ve &re not ssking for that
rignt, that privilege, and we pgive you the right to close
your doore if you 80 desire agsinset Cansdien lebor and no one
will question your right to do ®o.

There are many phases I sey to this question. One of the
chief difficulties that 1 have experienced in defending ex-
clusion of Orientel emigrants, is that in the eight other
Provinces of Caneads there seeme to be & genersl sgentiment that
the people of Briti h Columbis are sctuated by selfish motives.
(Cries of "never"). They seem to imegine this is & emell
question and thet we are narrow-minded. I have met thie senti-
ment in sll perts of Canada, but I &leo find thie, thet when the
pléin facts are presented to the Csnadien people - whether in
Ontario, Quebec or &ny other Province, that invariably the good
clear Jjudpgment of the people of the Esstern Provinces swings
ground in support of the preople of British Columbia. That senti-
ment, I ssy, ie changing - the 0ld sentiment is chanping, snd a
new one is taking its place, and while it has been impossibdble
up to the present time to pet eny sctive measures through the
Dominion fouse which would satisfsctorily deal with this
gquestion, it has been simply because of the lack of appre-~
clation of its importance by the people of Esstern Cansde, It
hes not been & political issue. It hes been & question upon
which both perties in the House of Commons heve been very
logth to take any action, and I g8y up to thies present moment
it hes been impossible to secure eny satisfactory or sdequste
legisletion for thet one reeson.

Another retson ie - and it is often advanced and sdvocated -
the question of Imperisal sand internstionsl reletions. It hos

been pointed out that it is not desirable to exclude peonle
coming from & nation friendly to us in the Orient, like China
or Japan, or to exclude people coming from Indie, which is =
country under British rule. The internationsl and the
Imperiel aspect is continually being referred to &8 a resson

why we should not passany restrictive legisletion. I have
s ¥ o



consistently end continuously pointed to this fect, thet while
that might be true, nevertheless it wee impossible to
properly desl with this question without passinpg eome lepgiv-
lation which mipht be temporarily at lesst offensive in any
degree to these people, and if it ie & queat ion of choice
whether our doors &re to be opened or whether we are to give
offence, without intending to do so, if it is to be & choice
of these two evils (ao-célleﬂl then 1 for one am prepered to
take the choice and the position of exclusion, in spite of what
the results might be. (Laurhter end epplause). I hsve 2lweys
8tood, &and I stand today just es firmly a8 1 ever did, on
thet point.

Now I wish to refer, not in any perty sense at gll, but
to & report which has come throuph - I presume from Press
correspondents &t Ottawa - regarding & telegrsm which it is
alleged I sent to Ottews. Now I will not g0 into it in its
entirety, but I went to correct one or two false impressions.
It is stated here that I sent a telegram to Ottawa in which I
asked for militia to be sent to Vancouver to protect us. I never
mede any such reference whatever (laughter) never made senything
approaching that. It is & rumor msde entirely out of whole
cloth. I.8am sorry it is mede - it hss a tendency to show that
there ic s difference of opinion amongst us when as & metter of
fact there is no difference. (Applause). And then it says that
1 sugpgested that the Komepata Maru should be towed out of
Vancouver Harbor. This is absurd - I never mede gny such
suggestion at £ll, and I will fully show you before I pet
throupgh the situation in thet regard. I went to say that this
80 called despatch from Ottawa is absolutely erroneous. I do
not think intentionally so by the loecal papers, but ‘it has been
taken up by them.

: How let me deel briefly with the local situation. We have
in the Immigration Act, which I heve in my hend, & clsuse
(Seetion 38) and I will resd it to you becsuse 1 think it is
very desirable that the people generally should be accurately
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informed on this point:

"The Governor in Council mey, by proclamation or
order whenever he deeme it necessary or expedient -

(a) prohibit the landing in Caneds or at any specified
port of entry in Casnade of any immigrent who hae come to
Cangsda otherwise theén by continuous Journey from the
country of which he is &8 native or naturalized citizen,
and upon & throuph ticket purchesed in that country,

or prepaild in Canade;

(b) prohibit the landing in Cenade of passengers brought

to Caneda by sny Pransportation company which refuses

or neglects to comply with the provisions of this Act;

(¢) prohibit for & stated period, or permenently, the

landing in Cen&da, or the landing at 2ny epecified port

of entry in Cansde, of immigrants belonging to eny

race deemed unsuited to the climate or requirements of

Canad&, or of immigrante of any specified clase, occu-

pation or characters

That is simply & proviso piving to the Governor-Generel
the right to pass &n Order-in-Council. Last fell through the
influence of the British Columbi& members &en Order-in-Council
weg passed prohibiting 21l classes of immigrante of the artisan
or labor class from coming into Zritish Columbia, no metter
whether they came from England, the United Stetes or the
Orient, and in every sense and in connection with every
country that Order-in-Council hes been enforced. Our Hindu
friends left the other side of the ocesn with the deliberate
intention of testing the validity of thet Order-in-Council.
Now they are the only peoﬁle who mham have come to Canada and
claimed right of entry in the fsce of thet Order-in-Council,
Just to illustrate my point, while I was in Ottawa I hsd
frequent epplications from employers of lebor to let in certasin
clagses of labor, - cerpenters, or masons, or smelter men -
urging me to ask the Government to meke &n exception of this
or that, from the United States &nd from other countries. The
Government have refused and I urged them to refuse in every
gingle instance to comply with such a request, holdinp this -
thet if we gave wey on some of these speciel requests then the
value of the whole Order-in-Council would be ruined. 20 then
we heve enforced thies Order-in-Council,irrespective - apsinst all

emigrante - 1irrespective of race or creed or color. On Merch
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clst thie Order-in-Council expired, and the Government, &gain
8t the instipation of the Britliesh Columbia Members, renewed
that Order for the exnress purpose of meeting contingencies
which we thaught. might arises In order to meke my pwn position
perfectly cleer I wish to eay thie, that I do not agree with
the mere passing of this Order-in-Council. I hold, snd I think
I holé it in common with every member from British Columbisa,
that the Government of Can:de - the Parliasment of Canada -
should pass legislation of & distinet and definite type,
excluding Orientals. (Applause). New we have held to that view,
but let me point out to you this - that there are seven members
from British Columbis amnd £14 or 15 ¥rom the rest of Cenads, and
the difficulty we heve been faced with is to try aend efuceate the
peorle of Eestern Cannda and the lMembers of Parlisment to get
our point of view, end I wish to s&y this, that I believe I cé&n
gee & marked change in the feeling of the Members of Parliement
from the other rerte of the Dominion, end from the people of
Bagstern Canade towerds this question, and I &m also convinced
of this - 1 feel elmost oonvinced that next year we shall be
able to get through the House of Commons & me&sure which llli
setisfactorily meet the views of the people of Cananda. (Heer
hear). In order to test the views of the neople &nd pive an
opportunity to work this malter up before next seseion, I
introduced & bill into the House of Commong this year. It is
true it wee introduced late in the sessi on and I had little
hope of it peeping. 1 am not poing to say that I had hope
that it would pass« I fell you frankly I thought it would not,
but I thought the neople of Canedes should know thet we in
British Columbia were golng to etend pat on this question and
they could expect theét next sess ion we wuld make & definite
demand on the House of Commons in the form of a bill toward the
exclusion of the people coming from Asiea. (Applsuse). Now my bill
provided for this end I wish to explein it. It provided for
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the exclusion of 21l immigrante coming from Asia South of
the 50th perallel of letitude. I am not merried to the phrese~
ology of the bill - if anyone can suggest a better - but 1 have
canvassed the ground from every conceivable angle and that bill
was drafted with & view of getting it through the House and
not with & view of meking s feilure because it wes unressonable
dr gave offence. There was & proviso in that bill to the
;iffect'that it should not apply to any people or nation the
i Government of which had e&n agreement with the Government of
Canada to voluntarily restrict its own immigretion, but if they
did not restrict their own immigration eutometically the
bill would spply. The reason for the introduction of that
passage in the bill was to meet this widespread sentiment and
stetements constently mede regarding giving offence to the
nafional pride of these people. We s2id we are not desirous of
hﬂiing your immigration. If you will voluntarily restrict it
than this bill does not apply to you, but on the other hand if
ggu insist upon violating the feelings of the people of Cansda

7@; disregarding this opportunity of restricting your own

i/ft%migration then autometically this bill will apply to you,

Bnd I hold Mr. Chairmen that thet bill would have successfully and

rabaolutely met the situation. I want to say further that if

ény committee of citizens - if any person in British Columbia

chooses to meke sugpestions of & solution of this problem, no

men will be more ple&ésed to receive it then 1, and I cén say

thie, that the Government of Cansde today will be delighted to

receive suggestions that will adequately meet the cese* But it

ie an easy metter to say close the doors - the question ies how are

you going to do so and carry it successfully, carry it in the

face of the ipgnorance of the people of Eastern Canade and the

Mother Land. (Appleuse). I think I have made thet point clear.
‘hese people came from the Orient in direct contravention

0f two Orders-in-Council - the first is 2.C. <&, which provides

that no immiprant coming from eny country - keep thet in ming -
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shall enter Cenada who c(oes not come direct from the land of

his nativity -- you can go down to White Rock and any day you

will find the Imnmipration Officer there turn beck Swedes, CGermens,
Prenchmen who have not come direct to this country- GO to any

port of entry along the boundary #nd you will find the same thing
every dey of the year, and I want you to gresep this question
thoroughly, that it is not &n Order=-in-Council which ie sgainst eny
gpecific people, but sgaeinet sll. That wes one - the next pro-
vides thet no immigrant shell enter Censde during the g¢ix months
between the middle of April end the middle of September or the

end of September, snd that applies to &ll netionalities. In

gpite of these two Orders-in-Council on our statute books, and

&8 we believe sccording to law, this ship left Indie and caéme to
our hesrbor and it hae been proclesimed by our friends from Indie
thet they did it deliberately to test the velidity of that

1aw - not the velidity in law but the validity in gsentiment - they
felt thet it wes possible by coming into this remote dis-

trict thet the sentiment of the rest of the Empire would be So over-
whelmingly against us that we would be compelled 10 &llow them to
come in. Rver since the vessel arriveé the Domigion Government
:l;mtruatad, end today the instructions are standing with the full
concurrence of the Government, to Mr. Malcolm Reid the Immigration
Apent, that the law is to be enforced. Now then the lew has been
enfofced and is being enforced as far es it is possible to do ®o0.
These immiprsnts heve been rejected+ It might be said by some of
our lepul fraternity technically that they have not been officially
rejected - that might be seid, but it is well known t hat in
principle they have been rejected. (Heer heer). The minute,however,
that en order is isesued formslly rejecting them it is the inten-
tion of their Solicitor Mr. Bird to make & habeas corpus &pplice-
tion and to fTorce this thing into the courts, witq whet result?

The sole object is to drag it on from court to court if necessary,
dreg 1t on through endless litigation, and the result will be that

the immigration suthorities would be compelled to suspend the
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deportation or the rejection of these immigrente until the
case has been settled in court+ Now then there is & certain
cleuse in the Immigration Lew which is &ppealed to by many
people &nd on which they elaim that we have the right to
reject immigrants irrespective of the courts. That is Clause
23 of the Immigration Act. I hold, &nd I think I em perfectly
correct, that this clause when drafted was intended to prevent
the courts from interfering in any sense with immigration mét-
ters. Unfortunately it does not sccomplish thet+ I1f you will
bear with me I will read this clause to you so thet you will
gsee the point:

' "No court or judge or officer thereof shall have

jurisdiction to review, quash, reverse, restirein

or otherwise interfere with any proceedings, decision or

order of the Minister or of zny Board of Enquiry or

officer in charge.”
Now if it stopped there it would be 2ll right -

"had, made or given under the suthority end in
accordance with the provisions of this Act"eecee

eand so on, - in other worde our clever legsl fraternity - the
members of it -~ claim thet the court hes & right to review the
action of the immigration officers eand to decide whether or |
not the sction hes been in accordsnce with the Acte They can-
‘not reverse & decision in sccordence with the Aet, but they cen
gey srbitrarily - your decision is not in accordance with the
Act, we therefore reverse it so that - snd here 1l spesk with
gome hésitancy -- we have on thé Bench in British Columbis today
m o who are willing to pive & decision contrary to the general
public opinion and contrary to what is the clear meaning of that
Act. (Great applause). Some people s&y - why don't you go to
the courts with your case. We are prepered to go to the courts
if we can get a fair court to pgo to. (ﬂpplﬂuse). It is not &
nice thing sometimes to cee® & reflection of thiec kind, but
there i¢ too much at steke = every men knows who 1l& backing
up the cleime of the people who are seeing to invelidate
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M said, the intention of the Aet, and with no other people

thieg Jot= every one of then Enows what the intention of the

Aot As= they all know just as slearvly ap I kunow the intention
of the Act= the intention of The rdoro=in=Jouncil ia Yo restirict
the immigretion, and they know 1V, But there may beo
gome teohmionl loophele through whioh tThey can BqUee=e and
it is that they are meoking to take advantage of,

Wow then if that advantage is taken and permitied
what will de the result. 7The result would be not only
that these immigrants wonld land, but we are told om absolute
authority and it is ourrent in the press that the same infiuences
pack of this present agitation to enter have nother Vessel
Joaded and to come here with exactly the same intention in View,

I contend ¥r, Chairman snd gentlemen, that the progedur: under
whioh the immigrants are seeking cdmission to Canada today

is wnfair and unreasonable (hear hear), There is mot o mombor
w theso immigrants dut wh:t knows perfectly well, as 1 have

b we have & similar trvouble. If we intimate to people of

rmq&ﬂlun or any ethar part= that a certain class of
;8 are not allowed ta come into the country for a specified
m thq do aot oome, and if rejeoted they go dack without

" mg worde During the last few yoars we have rejocted
upwards of 5,000~ deported and rejected= from the British lsles,
'm 1 4o net know of = eingle case appealed to the courts, They
'.,mmu ¢hat they were coming in in contravention of the ‘ot

| and muoh as thoy might feel the hardship they went dback utw
“ I say any appeal to the courts in this matter, Now it has doen

stated by some~ why @0 you not just send this vessel back, Lot
Mo give you the exact position of this vessel, which is well

hﬂn to those who are in the cuse. Thik vessel, which is under

Japanope register, comes into our hama. in 80 far as ths

Yossel iteels ie concermed, and the orew, they are gquite within

the law. They come in our harbor and anchor there and pay their

harbor dues and comply with tho marine laws of the country, and
-14-
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we have no right to eject them. Had these immiprents come upon
& regular Stesmship lLine which had its scheduled esilinge they
knew that long since they would have been on their wey back.
Every day every hoat gwing out takes bsck & very omall percentepe
of the immigrants, snd any rejected immigrant is sent beck on
the line of transportation ofi which they arrived. But in this cease
this is a chartered vessel and for the time being the treasurer
of the vessel is in control of ite movements and ae long ag they
g&y this vessel shall remain in this harbor we &re powerless
to send it out. That is the situstion our Iriends know that
the Iominion Government in Ottawa heve rejected this immigration
they know that the people of British Columbia have rejected the
immigration, they know that according to law they heve no
rignt to enter British Columbia, but they hope by & specious
attack upon the rechnical interpretation of the law to get =
stay in proceedings for three, egix or twelve monthe until the
case can be carried to the Privy Council. In this way they will
inconvenience the Government of the country, put us to trouble
end expense and put us to unnecesssry alarg, but in the meane
time they hope to get entry into the country &nd they will if
this is done be escattered tnroughout the country pending & finsal
settlement of the case-

Le me saoy in conclusion that 1 have e2bsolutely no ill
- feelinge spainet people coming from Asie per onally, but I re-
affirm thet the nationel life of Canada will not permut of any
large degree of immigration from Asie - that it is impossible
for ue to meintein hiph standards of living if we allow to conme
in immigrante of an entirely distinct type of civilization.
It is not & caee of racial pride. It is & case of 2ctual
sociel and economic conditions which it 18 imposeible to maintain
with two systems of living in our country which ce&nnot be
successfully assimilated, and as far as 1 am concerned I intend
to stand abaolutély on &ll occasione on this one great principle
of & white country and & white British Columbia.(Great applause).

- 1B
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HAYOR BAXTHERy

Before I ¢all on the next speaker I have a lelter hore
from Jonathan Rogers, ‘rosident of the Board of Trade of
this city, which I am going to read;

"lear Hr, Nayory

Qwing to & previous enpgagement XX am
unfortunatoly not able to be presont at tha naating
tonight in regard to the Hindu gquoestion, howevory
in hearty support of any steps taken to prcveni
landing of Hindus in Canada."

How I am going to ask Aldorman Voodside to address the meeting,
ALDERNEAY WOODSIDE

Mr, Hayor, ladies and gentlemen, this should have
deon given to a man of ability to=night- I realisge this vhen
I pee the anxious faces hore before me, Jincerity 1o in evory
mants face, I 4o not foel equal to the occasion of
addreseing the audience upon the vital guestion defore ue bhut
I have o resolution which I wish to move and it will be seconded
by my cld friead ¥y, Ralph Smithe

"That wherean the “teamer Komagata HMaru has becn
!uu #n the ‘ort of Vancouver from the 23r: day of Hay until
the proscont date with a shiplosd of uandesirable immigrants
demanding admission into the vominion of Canadag

And whereas it is the united opinion of all

citizons residing on tho "acific Coast of the Dominion
of Canada thut the laflux of Asiatiens is detrimental and hurtful
to the Dest inborests of the Dominion from the standpoint
of eitigenship, labor und moral comditionsg
Bo 1t therefore resolved that this meeting etrongly
urge upon the Dominlior Covermnment the necessity of
supporting the efforts of the Immipration .uthoritiecs
towards the rejoction of the fmmigrants adoard the
Eomagat. Haru and their immodlate deportation, and thaot
stringent legisl.t ieg beo emtoi whereby such immigration
in the future may bo entirely rostricted fronm
admienion 40 the Jominlon.*
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vow ladies and pgentlemen I won't take up & proat deal
of your time., Our friend ¥r, Jtovens has govered the pround
thoroughly, outlined the poliay of the fovernment and
sutlined the disposition of these people in our harbor, Today
we have anchored in the harbor of Vancouver o shipload of S50
men who have come to this country in defiance of our Canadian
laws= we know that, As ¥Mr, Jtevens has said they had the
knowledge before they left home in regard te the laws of
Canada, We have hereo country which we must protect, and
I feol that this resolution presented tonight beforo such an
audience as this is a very gord omen of the intention of ¥he
people of British Columbia in particular to protect our rovince
and protect the vominion of Canada,

Thin question of Asiatie or Oriental immigration is

not entirely a new one with some of ue, TVor the iast twenty

years in the ‘rovinge of Sritish Columbia it has been & fight=
it started here with the labor men some yoars ago and was
garried out without very much success, Ve saw fifteen years
ago our white men driven off the Fraser River and the Skoena
River, we saw our sawmills in all jarts of British Columbia
taken pospession of by the Orientals, We saw our logging
gampe~ phingle~bolt camps=~taken possesgion of, Ve as Canadians
have beor backing off and backing off the map for the last

Yow we have before us people that are determined

fifteen yoars,
to back us 8till further., I feel that it ip time that the

matter be taken up 0 protect the people of this country (hear
hear). Speaking as a representative of the Clity of Vangouver

I want to say that last winter the City of Vancoufor~ to show
the gondition of the labor market= the City of Vancouver took
gare 0f 2, 00 men and the majority of them wers British subjects,
At tha present time we have in the employ

of the eity 600 men more than is really negessary to carry on
the work of the various departments, dut 1t must be done in

order to relleve the conditions that prevall here today.

1
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%o have women snd ohildren absoluniely dutitutg here hecsuse
tholr hushbands and fathers cannot got work, We have 45;0 plications
at the City Hall of marviod men, British subjects in the ity
of Vancouver coming ¢t ove tskugx day aftor day and plending to pget
g day's work, Nere we are with people coming into this ocountry

that have no intorest= that have not bdrought in a dollar, that

have done mothing dut cut wages and hoard up money %o be sent %o
Indda t0 earry on an education among the people over there

of the conditions here, to bring them over- to pay lawyers of
this ocountry, who I am sorry to say I am ashamed of (prolonged
applause ).
gay one lawyer (hear hear),= a man heve in this country that will
undertake to defeat the ohjects for which the lawe of this
gountry were passe! and in defiance of the pleadings of the
working c¢lass of this country whom he protends by the way to be a
friend of- to encourage those people to come in to make further
starvation, further than what I have already said,

Tow then gentleme» we tallk about the conditions we have
here= and we have brought to our attention Imperial reasons,

Wow this is guite » gquestlion for me to handle, dut I must say
this that I have talked in the 0l1d Comntryy «nd invariably the
people there said it was up to the lominion to protect the
f'migration., Tow there is snother question, In the 0ld Countey
I found that the people had a knowledge of conditions in British

The Mayor has onlled my attention to it and I will

Columbia, and in several clities that I visited the very same thing

game up. When ' talked adbout British Columdbia they said we go to
British Columbia and your indkstries are full of Orientals=
there is no chancge for - white man to go there. The very same
thing spplies to women in the 014 Country. They vold me they
d¢id no'! want to send youngy women out here as they had to sompete
gagainet Asiaticp-=the reputation of our country is rapidly poing
down.

' Vow gentlomen I «m not going to take up magh more of your
time, We have 4,0 0 Hindus in the ‘rovince of Britigh Columbia

today and we have 550 more here at our doo®e They are not

knooking as haps hoen sald- they came over hove and sald we are



278

e S

goming in without knolking, It was given out om good suthority
that tThere was another body on the way. Ve know that thousands
of dollars of good British Columdia money are behind this great
blg scheme, Ve know they have the mill industry within their
pOwWer. Vo have conditions before us today and I think it is up
tc us as Cansdiang with the greatest country in tho waed@ whole
wordd, to protect ourmelves and say they will not come ;n
(applaunce),

Now Hr, Mayor, ladies and centlomen Mr, Talph tmith = good
friend of mine will second this motion showine that 1% ig not a

| political guestion, I thank you ladies and gentlemen for your
L attention,

MR, RALYT SMITH;

Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, thero are some
guestions éonnmt-td with this case that are larger than the best
interests of 2ll parties. Parity Government has dome a great deal
for reform= & great deal to strengthen the rorce of representative
government of every desc®iption, I de not think t1at the time has

i arrived when we can d0 wiilout varty governmont. It is the best
| machinery we have, but there are issues that arise, national in
thelr charascter, intensely acute as they af ect the human rage, that
work for the obliteration at any rate temporarily, of party
conpsideration,
fow T always profess whether I really do or not, to respect
the opinions of my opponents.0f course | reppect them best
When they oome closest to my own, I would be foolis» for me %o
» B8y that 7 have common opinions with the good Member for Ottaws im
this eity on general prineiples, bdut I want to say to this large
audienge I came here to-night unsolicited -nd uninvited by any plan
OXcept the roquest of the Mayor when I arrvived. I was so suspicious
that there might be interwoven some llt:ble political partyism
th % I thought I would come and take & look to see what was going



208

- ) -

to happen, I am hore, ladies and gentlemen in favor ol H¥,

Stevens (he mombder of this olty, that no word has been uiterod

by hin tonight that could de construed as having any suspieion
of political partyism whatever (applause) and I heartily

gecond the resolution that has been presented to this audience,
One thing ploases me, however, very mueh tonight, I was eleven

yoars in ‘arliament myself~ I knew the diffioulties of impressing

Bastern men without a Vestern exyerionge, with jJust exnctly vhat

thepe questions meant to the 'acific Coast, Year aftor year I
fought the battles in the Touse and out of it in faver of the

greatest possidle restriction agalnst overy class of Oriental
Iamigration, My good old friend dead and gone, Mr, George
Haxwell, for many years A4id the same thing. Por 20 years this
m has Ilm trying o eduaate the people of the "sst on
the importange of this question 2s 1t stande associated with the
great interosts of the people of the West (hear hear) end I an
pleased tonight to hear my good friend Mr. Stevems say that after
a1l 1t is & matter of oduoation= that they do mot seo things as
ﬂﬁﬂ them= that it is utterly impossidle to get them to

take our viewpoint, One of the meihods of educating those
mzm is to have umanimity on this guestion in British
Columbia (hear hear). One of the methods of getting the

Eastern people to know that we are in carnest is to obliterate
@r the time being on this jarticularx question issues that we
mam inportant so far os potty ssXizien politios are
W (hoar hear), /nother thing I am reminded of in the

/ Bpeech of Mr., Stevens 1s that the law against Orientals today is
J/goodse 1 was a momber of % @ ouse when the reculation that

_Ih f%evens has reforved to in the Immigration Aot was passed,
It was placed there for the very s ecifie purvose that certain
important conditions might arise which have arisen in the

llﬁ' and harbor of Vanaouver, whoreby it wae important for the

Govpmont of this country dy .n Order-in-council to act supremely

ﬁt“@hout the authority of any court in this country (hoar hear).

I am glad to know that my friend vr. Stevens was generous eanowugh
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to admit the interuretation that the Liberals intended %o Do

put on that Section. The law, Fr, Chairman, is adsolutely clear
on the two peointas, These provisions were plaged there yoars afy
plaged there to some extent by my own influence as & represontative

of this 'rovince, Two ihings are clear--that c¢iroumstances

in ropard to this class of immipgration, or any other
fismigration, may arigse in this country that makes 1%

imperative that the ruling of the Coveranor by an (rder-in-Council
gould stand sgainet any judicial consideration (hoar heaw)

and I think you will agree with me that that particular occasion
bas arisen (hear hear), and if it has arisen and the Section of

the L0t ta gleay it is the duty of the Covermment this

resolution oalls upon to yut into operation the lawe already
existing (applause) Tho second ,art of the lav s ospecially
m 0 the Hindus, It was put there to exactly meet thedr
m tht no one could Yo admitted into this country that did
m m direct from the place of their birth, 7That resolution
ﬁ m thers for years=tiat resolutiorn has hoon successful

»‘ - m* that resolution has boon known to the authorities

Vs ' India for years, The men who have uged their influence

1‘ ill m gbout this fmmigration at the pregsent time have Enownm
ap mmoh ag you and 7 know at the present time, ladies and
gentlomen of Canada, sbon' the lwws of this country, and ought
not these laws t¢ bhe honored by all classes of people without
regard to personal intorent (heay hear)? Is it not important
in this comntry that when 2 Oovermment and ‘arlisment has declared

that ctmin things ought to be, whatever may bde the selfish
personal interests of o fow people that ousht %o be the rule and
daw in this country (hear hear) and if we are pood British

subjecte we will respect the law, when 2 ropresentative
government 1in « British country says that things ought to de anad
doclare 1t in siatute every good citisen will be willing anag
anxious to conform %o that delideration (hear hear). ! want to

say to you ladies and gontdomen there is o species of anarchy
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“
in this proposition which would instantly be subdued by the
pedple of this country if we had white people perpetbating the
game thing. The law of this country says certain things must not
be. The law of this country is being defiled and the man wWio

advises it= even at hig own personal interest- is an anarchis®

a f -

i

in spirit (applause), | '“\\\

I think the voice of this meeting will strengthen the
hands of our friend Mr, Stevens., We are 2ll alike when 1% c¢omes
to the interests of the people of this country (hear hear). We
are all alike when we want the white races to have sufficient
opportunity to live { hear hear), We are all alike when We
positively refuse to allow any species of competition
to enter into the labors of white men that will bring about
conditions that will degrade them down to the level of an
Oriental (applause). We are a2ll alike when it comes to maintaining
the standard of British education and British civilization, and
there is no such thing gentlemen as expecting any of these great
results if the white men of this country have to be brought into
serions comvetition with Orientals, As 2 man with public
responsibilities I am sober-minded enough to remember the
difficulties in the way of the Imperial Governmont who have %To
assume the intrdocdocies, the delicate situation of controlling
the people whom they do control, but I want to say this in
answer to that and I say 1t feeling the responsidbility of every
public position in this country-=~Canada has no responsibility with
regard to the management of business in India,--th;t is entirely
an Imperial question (hear hear), No real British subject will
go out of his way To make unnecessary complications but correspond=
ing with the exclusive right of Britain to manage the affairs of
India= corresponding with that right is the exclusive authority
of Canada to pass her own laws (great applause). Let me say to

you, ladies and gentlemen, the strength of real British

-22 -



interosts of the country, Tow sir just whetl we are agking for~

ﬂlﬂwm'nlmm.mmnﬂﬁm'uhm

loyaliy te the Britlsh “rown and flag consists in the
faot thet "mglishmen, iriehmen, Velshmen wnd Jcotsmen and

every other countryman from urope ¢th ¢t comes into this

great coulltry realiges that in this greal pominion ie suthorized
9

by farliament of Britain o gonduct his own dusiness in the 'hut

woe think 1t is = serious danger to this purt of the Dominion

that wo should mot be pormitted to enforce our own regulations,
and the object of this greatl apgonmbly iz to bagk up that .
inteolligent resolution which is ssking the only gsuthority in a
guestion of jurisdiction betwoon -arlisments That ecould dbe
decided by lswyers, The thing is absclutely plain and elear
that if these people are to be kopt out they must be kept out
&m Demjnion aathorities, The Dominden suthority has put the
inery in motlion and tonight we get in bdohind the Homber of

ﬁwm authority at Ottawe to carry it out." (great

| -
|--1|_

mmmg mznmunumnutunmm

MMwmmunmmhtmmmozw
mumh (reads) As there are many standing I am going
hﬂm:mum (Carried)

R

(Meeting concluded)
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MINUTES OF A PURLIC MEETING HELL IN DOMINION HALL, VANCOUVER,
BRITISH COLUMBIA, ON TUESDAY KVENING, JUNE 23, 1914.
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MAYOR BAXTER spoke as follows:

Ledies and gentlemen if you will come to order now - we
heve an immense audience here. The evening is long - we have
some business to transact which we will try to get through
88 speedily as possible. This meeting haes been cslled, &s
you &ll know, for the purpose of proteeting against eény further
immigration. I hope it will be conducted in the most orderly
and decorous mé&nner, because without that we wetken our cause.

If we citizens of Vesncouver cannot meet together and talk

over & serious guestion in & serious and level-headed m&nner

we wesken our csuge in the eyes of those not here and not

neér to the heart of the metter. Therefore I am poing to

gppeel to everybody in the sudience, speakers asnd listenere,

that thies meeting be of the most orderly, and that the speeches

be not of a charecter to touch our hearts to the extent of

meking ue go too high into the #ir. The question before us

this evening, 88 you know, is brousht about by the fact thst

there lies in the harbor & ship loaded with people from

Indis who are wanting to come into our country:xxh“ \
Now g8 Msyor of the City of Vancouver 1 went to speak

plainly even though I may be criticised for =20 doing+ There

are men enough in the City of Vancouver today for all the work

that is offering today (epplause) and to cpare, and 1 say

that we don't went &ny more workmen from anywhere at the

present+ Yielding to representations @long that line @ ome

L

o
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months ago, the Dominion Covernment pegsed e&n Order-in-Council
forbidding any artisans to come in from eanywhere. Now that
Order is still in force, is still beinp enforced, so that
when people try to make out thet we are hitting apgeinset one
nationality under that Order it is not the csse. We ore
hitting against every nationality, and for the reecons I
heve just stated. We 811 know there £re more men in the
city than there are jobs for, and as Mayor 1 am continually
called upon in regsrd to this. The city is doing more work
today than we would be doing except that we wish to give
88 much work as is poesible &t this time. Now whet sre we
going to do if we are strupgling now to keep those employed
who are here, hundreds more sre dumped in. Ve mkl wish to
fece the matter feirly, end we don't went them, and we wnt to
say that just as herd as we cen sey 1t. We have cslled
, this meeting for the purpose of you as citizens becking up
the authorities, because I believe that you believe ags I do
that the suthorities on our Pacific Coast and our Member in
Perliament and our citizens sre united on thet one guestion -=
that we don't want this immigration in the Province of British
Columbia (hear, hear). Now I sm not going to teke up any more
of your time, but I am poing to call upon Mr. Stevens to say

g few words.

MR, H. H. STEVENS:

Mr. Mayor, ladies &nd gentlemen, it is not altopether
& pleasant or congenial task thet faces me or that faces you
tonight, becauze I take it that the subject which we have
under our consideration is one in which every citizen of
Britieh Columbia, and as I always state, every citizen of
Cenade, is vitslly interested. 1 could epnroach this
question from numerous standpointe, but I shall try in the
briefest possible manner to get before you some of the facts

in connection with thig troublesome problem. In the first

Place, with your permission, I will touch upon the nroblem
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as I see it and as I find it, eand then will desl with the
locel situation &5 it existe in the city &t the present time.
I wish, however, first to theank the Mayor for caliing this
meeting together. I think he has done & very wise thing &nd
especislly in that this meeting is gathered together today
without sny politicel significance, in so far ss party politice
ie concernad this is & non-politicsl question (snplesuse)
& non-party question. I sm not before you &s & member of any
political perty. 1 am before you 88 ZXmEWREXX® the repregsentetive
in the Dominion House of the people of this city and & & Cenadlean
citizen (hear, heer) &nd Mre+ Msyor 1 feel that we must get
awey entirely from meking this question & party political
question, because I know this, thet of the men in British
Columbia, practically sll &are & unit on this problem, no
métter what their opinions 2re (applause). There may be & few
exceptions, but these exceptions simply demonstrete the wisdom
of the attitude of tﬁe me jority of the people of this Province.
Very briefly, what we face in British Columbis end in
Canada today is this - whether or no the ci¥ilizstion which
finds its hipghest exemplification in Angle-Saxon British rule
ghsll or shall not prevail in the lominion of Cenede. Thet is
very briefly, the question. Because in 8o far ae immigretion
from Asie is concerned 1 hold, after the most sereful study -
1 &ﬁ;abaaluiely convinced efter the most sesrching inguiry, thet
we ceénnot allow indiscriminate immigration from the Orient &nd
hope to build up & Hation in Canade on the foundations upon
which we have commenced our national life (applause). In
laying down that principle I cast no aspersions upon the
civilization of Asis, but 1 impress upon you thie solemn fect,
that these two civilizations &re abeolutely and entirely
distinet in every important feature (spplause). It is not s
guestion whether in theory or from an academic stendpoint, or
from the standpoint of scholarly study Oriental civilization
is interesting or not interesting -- that ig not the question.

It is interesting, &nd no mén who has indulpged in & peruseal




of the subject can say otherwise. The question 1s will that

civilizetion or will those brought up through centuries under
thet civilizetion essimilate in & setisfactory menner with the
people of this country. That is the great problem facing us
today, and I hold thet ho immigration ic or can be esuccesgsful
where it is impossible to aessimilete end readily essimilsate
the immigrant (prolonged epplause). This is the sbsolutely
fundementsl principle of all systems of immigration, and must
necessarily be so. Let me repeat that, that no class of
immigretion c&n be considered agcceasful unless it is capable
of being aseimilated &nd absorbed by the people of the country
to which it comes and without any detriment to th&t country.
Now there &re many weye in whichwe can look at this guestion,
the racisl, the socisl, and the economic side, and I hold that
in every one of these phases it would be detrimental to the
civilization we hold so dear to ellow eny lsrge influx of
Orientals into this country (spplause).

In the next place let me point out to you another very
significant fact (Just give me your attention - there is
& large number that could not get into the Hall anéd they are
holding &n overflow meeting on the street outside). There is
this other very significant fee¢t, that we must remember in
Canada. We have in the neighborhood of 7 1/2 millions of
people- We have undertaken & gigantic problem in Canede, the
problem of building up 2 people which will do credit to the
highest principles of the civilization from which we come.
The problem of developing her natursel resources =-the problem of
having & (ountry with the high 1de&ls that I heve mentioned
permeating every phase of society. There is no doubt about it
we blunder in many regards, but it is our aim to be hiph &nd
noble. In order tﬁ ceérry that out it is very important thet
the immigration coming to our shoree shall contribute to it
rather then hinder it. (Applause).

In the next plece we have I s&y & limited population of

b il fs
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about 7 1/2 millions. In the Orient - &t our doors - there

are 800 millions of Asistics -- and mark you I care not how
high & value you place upon their civilizetion - it is distinct
in 2ll ite features (hear hear) from that which we hold go
dear. Eight hundred millions - the very le&st tremor from

that source would unguestionably ewemp us by weight of

numbers. Some saswer me in regard to that cuestion in Festern
Caneda and in other parts where I have spoken of it by saying
that we are a virile race - thet if we are unsble to sssimilate
these people then we have no right to claim & position &mong
the nations of the world. Why there is no people in existence
that can absorb one, two, three, four, five times their

number, eand I ask you this - what would have happened if
imnigration from Asia hac¢ been allowed through 81l these years
to come through the Western portels into British Columbia?
Cansde today would have been swemped with Orientsls and there
would be left today practicelly not & vestige of the wivilie
zation of which we are so0 proud (prolonged applause).

It is not so much a question of settling up this country
irrespective of the type of preople we have -= it is not £o much
& question of doing the common labor of the country, which some
people 80 wrongfully sdvaence 88 & reason for the admission of
the Orientals. It is & question of what type of people we
are going 1o have here in the next generation or in future
generations. It is & question whether of no we are prep&red &e
Cenadien citizens to sacrifice the immediste sdventage of
m&terial wealth for the peopling of this country. I heartily
agree with you thet unfortunetely we have in our midet today
men anxious to forego the privileges of btuilding up our
civilization here and & strong virile nationsl life, for the
séke of increasing their wealth by engeping men at g stipend
mich makes it impossible for the average working men to live
upon and be decent and respectable (prolonged applsuse). Un-

w B o
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fortunat-ly I sey there &re amonget us men who are willing

to sacrifice their country - men who 2re willing to deprade
our nstional life - men who are carelese a8 to how their workers
live ~ simply for the sake of increesing their own dividends,
but I do not ceall them petriots -- many of them do it unfortu=-
nétely, but if there ig & men within the hearing of my voice
who indulges in the practice of degrading the labor conditionse
0of Canade for the stke of increaeing his own wealth -enhancing
his own wealth - let him teke thought of what the future holds
for the children of the people of Cansda &8 & whole (hear,
hear) .

Our forefathers came in here &nd others came in here &nd
'willingly and cheerfully suffered the privations of & r;gorous
climete in Eastern Canada. The history of early Cansdian life is
replete through yesrs, and I might sey through centuries, with
stories of the herdships suffered by the emigrants from the 014
Country who came here and lived and died without seeing
comfort, with the hopes that they would develop & country in

which their children could live in perfect liberty &nd freedom.
What do we find - the immigrants from Asis almost without
%‘oxnoptian.aaek to come into Csneds and establish themselves in
the large snd flourishing centres - picking the plums of
civilizetion. I hold Mr. Chairmen snd gentlemen thet in no
gingle instance heve the immigrants from Asia ever demonstrated
that they were willing to enter into the frontier life of this
country. (Applause). And so I say Mr. Chairmen that this
question is not only & question of whether we like or dislike
men - that is & mere surface issue - it is & question of life
and death for the national life of Canade.(.CHeers). And let
me say further the threat hae heen mede, if you refuse to
allow immigrants to come in here from Indie, they [Indis) will
bar their doors to you. 1 ask any intelligent man in this
audience when have we ever asked the people of Indis to open
their doore to Cenadlen labor -- never (he&r hear) and further

we are quite willing end satisfied that the Oriental people
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shall shut the door to our labor* We are not esking for that
right, that privilege, and we give you the right to close
yvour @Goors if you so desire ageinst Canedien lebor end no one
will question your right to do so.

There £re many phases I say to this question. One of the
chief difficulties that I have experienced in defending ex-
clusion of Orientel emigrants, is that in the eight other
Provinces of Canads there seeme to be & genersl sentiment thet
the people of Briti-h Columbia ere sctuated by selfish motives.
(Cries of "never"). They seem to imegine this is & small
question and that we ere nerrow-minded. I have met this senti-
ment in 81l parte of Canada, but I also find this, thet when tThe
plain facts are presented to the Canadisn people - whetner in
Ontario, Quebec or &ny other Province, that invariably the good
clear judgment of the people of the Esstern Provinces swings
around in support of the people of British Columbis. That senti-
ment, I say, is changing - the old sentiment is changing, &nd a
new one is taking its place, and while it has been impossible -
up to the present time to get any active measures through the
Dominion House which would satisfsctorily de2l with this
question, it hes been simply because of the lack of appre-
ciation of its importence by the people of Eastern Csnade. It
hes not been & pdlitioal issue- It has been & gquestion upon
which both parties in the House of Commons have been very
loath to take any action, and I say up to this present moment
it hes been impossible to secure any satisfactory or adequate
legieletion for thet one reeson.

Another rescon is - and it is often advanced and sdvocated -
the question of Imperisl and internationsl releations. It hsas

been pointed out that it is not desirable to exclude people
coming from & nation friendly to us in the Orient, like China
or Japan, or to exclude people coming from India, which is &
country under British rule. The internationel and the
Imperiel aspect is continually being referred to &8 a reason

why we should not passsny restrictive legislation. I have
- 7 =



consistently and continuously pointed to this fact, that while

that might be true, nevertheless it wes impossible to
properly desl with this guestion without passing gome lepie-
1atioq_Which might be temporarily at leest offensive in any
degree to these people, and if it is & question of choice
whether our doors sre to be opened or whether we are to give
offence, without intending to do so, if it is to be & choice
of these two evils (so-celled) then I for one am prepared to
teke the choice snd the position of exclusion, in spite of what
the results might be. (Laushter and spplause). I have 2lways
sBtood, and I stend today just s firmly @as I ever did, on
thet point.

Now I wish to refer, not in any party sense at 211, but
to & report which has come through - I presume from Press
correspondents at Ottawa ~ regarding & telegram which it is
alleged I sent to Ottawa. Now I will not go into it in its
entirety, but I want to correct one or two false impressions.
It is stated here that I sent & telegram to Ottawe in which I
ggked for militia to be sent to Vancouver to protect us. I never
méde eny such reference whatever (laughter) never made enything
approaching that. It is & rumor mesde entirely out of whole
cloth. I am sorry it ies made - it has a tendency to show that
there ic a difference of opinion amongst us when a8 & metter of
fect there ie no difference. (Applsuse). And then it says that
1 suggested thet the Komegate Maru should be towed out of
Vencouver Herbor. This is absurd - I never mede any such
sugpestion at a2ll, snd I will fully show you before I get
through the situation in that reperd. I want to sey that this
8o called despatch from Ottawa is absolutely erroneous. I do
not think intentionally so by the locasl papers, but it has been
teken up by them.

Now let me de&l briefly with the local situation. We have
in the Immigr&étion Act, which I heve in my hand, & clsuse
(Section %8) and I will read it to you becsuse I think it is
very desirable that the people generslly should be accurately
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informed on this point:

"The Governor in Council may, by proclamation or
order whenever he deeme it necessary or expedient -

(a) prohibit the lending in Canada or st any specified
port of entry in Canade of any immigrant who has come 10
Cansda otherwise then by continuous Jjourney from the
country of which he is & native or naturalized citizen,

and upon & throuph ticket purchased in that country,
or prepaid in Cansdej

(b) prohibit the landing in Cenade of passengers brought

to Cansda by eny dPransportation company which refuses

or neglecte to comply with the provisions of this Act;

(c) prohibit for & stated period, or permesnentily, the

landing in Cenade, or the landing at ény specified port

of entry in Canade, of immigrants belonging 1o any

race deemed unsuited to the climate or requirements of

Canade, or of immigrante of any specified class, occu-

pation or character-

That is simply a proviso giving to the Governor-General
the right to pass an Order-in-Council. Lest fall throurh tThe
influence of the British Columbis members sn Order-in-Council
was passed prohibiting 211 classes of immigrante of the artisan
or labor class from coming into British Columbis, no metter
whether they'bame from England, the United States or the
Orient, eand in every sense and in connection with every
country that Order-in-Council hes been enforced. Our Hindu
friends left the other side of the ocean with the deliberate
intention of testing the validity of that Order-in-Council.
Bow they are the only people who m=hm heve come to Csnade and
claimed right of entry in the face of that Order-in-Council.
Just to illustrate my point, while I wes in Ottawa I had
frequent epplications from employers of labor to let in certein
classes of labor, - cerpentere, or maesons, or smelter men -
urging me to ask the Government to make en exception of this
or that, from the United States &and from other countries. The
Government have refused and I urged them to refuse in every
eingle instance to comply with such & request, holding this -
thet if we geve way on some of these special requests then the
velue of the whole Order-in-Council would be ruined. So then

we heve enforced this Order-in-Council,irrespective - against all

emiprante - irrespective of race or creed or color. On Msrch



“18t this Order-in-Council expired, and the Government, again
at the instipation of the British Columbia Members, renewed
that Order for the express purpose of meeting contingencies
which we thought might arise+ In order to maske my pwn position
perfectly cleer 1 wish to say thies, thet I do not agree with
the mere passing of this Order-in-Council. I hold, and I think
I hold it in common with every member from British Columbis,
that the Government of Cansda -~ the Perlisment of Cenada -
should pass legislation of & distinet and definite 1ype,
excluding Orientals. (Applause). New we have held to that view,
but let me point out to you this - that there are seven members
from British Columbis amnd 214 or 15 ¥rom the rest of Canads, and
the difficulty we heve been faced with is to try end educate the
people of Eestern Canande snd the Members of Parlisment to get
our point of view, eand I wish to say this, thet I believe I cé&n
gsee & marked change in the feeling of the Members of Parliement
from the other rerts of the Dominion, and from the people of
Eestern Canade towsrds thise question, and I am also convinced
of this - I feel slmost oonvinced that next ye&ar we shall be
able to get through the House of Commons & meeasure which will
getisfactorily meet the viewe of the people of Cenada. (Hear
hear). In order to test the views of the preople &and give an
opportunity to work this matter up before next session, I
introduced & bill into the House of Commons this year. It ie
true it wes introduced laete in the sessi on and I had little
hope of it peseing. 1 am not going to say that I had hope
that it would pass« 1 tell you frankly I thought it would not,
but I thought the people of Canede should know thet we in
British Columbia were poing to gtand pat on this question and
they could expect thet next seseion we would make & definite
demand on the House of Commons in the form of a bill toward the
exclusion of the people coming from Asia. (Appleuse). Now my bill
provided for thie send I wish to explein it. It provided for
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the exclusion of 21l immigrante coming from Asia South of

the 50th perallel of latitude. I am not merried to the phrage-
ology of the bill - if anyone can sugpgest a2 hetter - but 1 have
canvasgsed the ground from every conceiveble angle and that bill
was drafted with & view of getting it through the House and

not with & view of meking & failure becsuse it wee unressonsble

or gave offence. Therec was & proviso in that bill to the

qfefrect that it should not 2 pply to &ny people or nation the

i

|
i
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| Government of which had en asgreement with the Govermment of

Canasde to voluntarily restrict its own immigretion, but if they
did not restrict their own immigretion gutometically the
bill would &pply. The reason for the introduction of that
passage in the bill was to meet this widespread gsentiment snd
statements constantly mede regarding giving offence to the
nationel pride of these people. Ve said we ere not desirous of
having your immigration. If you will voluntarily restrict it
then this bill does not apply to you, but on the other hand if
you insist upon violating the feelings of the people of Cenzda
by disregarding this opvortunity of restricting your own
immigration, then autometically this bill will apply to you,
énd 1 hold Mr. Chairmen that that bill would heave successfully and
absolutely met the situation. I want to sy further that if
ény committee of citizens - if any person in British Columbis
chooses to meke sugpestions of & solution of this problem, no
men will be more plecsed to receive it then I, and I cén say
this, that the CGovermment of Cansds today will be delipghted to
receive suggestions that will adequetely meet the cese* But it
is &n easy metter to say close the doors - the question ie how sare
you going to 4o so and cerry it euccesefully, carry it in the
faece of the ignorance of the people of Hsetern Csnade and the
Mother Land. (Appleuse). I think I have mede thet point c¢lear.
;. These people came from the (rient in direct contravention
oit two Orders~-in-Council - the first is .C. £&, wvhich provides
thaf no immigrant coming from eny country = keep that in mind -
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shall enter Censda who (oes not come direct from the land of
his nativity -- you can go down to White Rock @&nd any day you
will find the Imnmigration Officer there turn back Swedes, Cermans,
Prenchmen who have not come direct to thieg country- Go To any
port of entry along the boundary end you will find the same thing
every day of the yea:, and I want you to grasp this question
thoroughly, that it is not &n Order-in-Council which is ageaingt any
specific people, but ageinet sll. That was one - the next pro=
vides thet no immigrant shell enter Cansde during the £ix months
between the middle of April and the middle of September or The
end of September, end that applies to &ll nationalities. In
gpite of these two Orders-in-Council on our statute books, and
88 we believe according to law, this ship left Indis and caéme tO
our harbor and it has been procleimed by our friends from India
thet they did it deliberately to test the velidity of that
law - not the velidity in law but the validity in centiment - they
felt that it was possible by coming into this remote dis-
trict that the sentiment of the rest of the Empire would be so over-
whelmingly against us that we would be compelled to &llow them to
come in. Ever since the veesel arrived the ILomigion Government
instructed, and today the inastructions are standing with the full
concurrence of the Government, to Mr. Mslcolm Reid the Immigration
Agent, that the law is to be enforced. Now then the le&w hae been
enffofced and is being enforced as for &s it ie possible to do so.
These immigrants have been rejected+ It might be said by some af.
our legal fraternity technically that they have not been officially
rejected - that might be said, but it is well known that in
prineciple they have been rejected. (Heosr hear). The minute,however,
that en order is issued formally rejecting them it is the inten-
tion of their Solicitor Mr. Bird to meke & habeas corpus applice-
tion and to force this thing into the courts, with whet result?
The sole object 1#¢ to drag it on from court to court if necessary,
drag it on through endless litipation, and the result will be that
the immigration authorities would be compelled to suspend the
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deportation or the rejection of these immigrants until the
cese has been settled in court: Now then there is & certain
clause in the Immigration Lew which is appealed to by m&ny
people &nd on which they claim that we have the right To
reject immigrants irrespective of the courts. Thaet is Clause
23 of the Immigration Act- I hold, end I think I em perfectly
correct, that this clause when drafted was intended to prevent
the courts from interfering in any sense with immigration mat-
ters. Unfortwately it does not accomplish thate I1f you vill
bear with me I will read this clause to you so that you will
see the point:

"No court or judge or officer thereof shsll have

jurisdiction to review, quash, reverse, restrain

or otherwise interfere with eny proceedings, decigion or

order of the Minister or of 2ny Board of Enquiry or

officer in charge.”™

Now if it stopped there it would be &ll right =

"hed, made or given under the suthority and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act"escse

and so on, - in other words our clever legal fraternity - the
members of it -~ cleim that the court has & right to review the
action of the immigrstion officers &nd to decide whether or

not the action hes been in accordance with the Act- They can-

;#ot reverse & decision in sccordence with the Act, but they can

gey arbitrarily - your decision is not in accordance with the

Aet, we therefore reverse it so that - and here I spesk with
. some hésitancy -- we have on the Bench in British Columbis today

m o who are willing to give & decision contraery to the general

public opinion and contrary to %het is the clear meaning of that

'Aot. (Great spplause). Some people s&y - why don't you po to

the courte with your case. We are prepered to po to the oo urts

if we can get a fair court to go to. (Applause). It is not &
nice thing sometimes to cése & reflection of this kind, but

there is too much at stake - every man knows who is backing
up the c¢leime of the people who &re seeing to invelidate
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this 2¢t= every one of them knows what the intention of the

Act 1= they all know Just as clearly as I Iknow the intention
of the Aat= the ihtention of the Urders~in-Council is to restrict
the Immigration, and they know it, But there may be
some technical loophele through which they can sgueezo and
1t is that they are meoking to take advantage of,

Now then if that advantage is Taken and permittad
what will be the result, The result would be not only
that these immigrants would land, dut we are told on absolute
aunthority and it is ourrent in the press that the same influences

back of this present apitation to enter have nother vessel

loaded and to come here with exactly the same intention in view,
I contend Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, that the procedure under
whigh the immigrants are seeking admission to Canada today

~is unfair and unressonable (hear hear), There ig not o member
m these immigrants dut what knows perfectly well, 2s 1 have
llmn sald, the intention of the Act, and with no other people
i; we have a similar trouble, If we intimate to people of
mwnrthorn or any other part- that a certain class of
/Mmh are not allowed to come into the country Pfor = specified
/ - period ﬂur do not come, and if rejected they go back without
| saying = words During the lagt few years we have rejected |
upwards of 5,000~ deported and rejected= from the British Isles,

)
',

m 1 do not know of - aingle case appealed to the courts, They
ﬂdlnd that they were coming in in contravention of the Act

_.‘:;m mueh as they might feel the hardship they went back withoute

“  as 1 spay any appeal to the courts in this matters Now it has deen
/ stated by some~ why do you not just send this vessel back, Lot

me give you the exact position of t)is vessel, which is well
Imowr: teo those who are in the gase. Thi vessel, which is under
Japanese register, comes intc our harbours In so far as the
vesgol itself is concernmed, and tho Orow, They are quite within
the law, "hey come in our harbor and anghor thore and pay their
harbor dues and comply with tho marine laws of the country, and

-



we have no right to eject them. Had these immigrents come upon
& regular Steemship Line which had its echeduled se2ilings They
knéw that long since they would have been on their wey back.
Every day every bo&t going out tekes bsck & very smell percentage
of the immigrants, and any rejected immigrant ies sent back on
the line of transportation ofi which they arrived. But in this case
this ies & chartered vessel &nd for the time being the treasurer
of the vessel is in control of ite movements and s8¢ long 28 they
gs&y this vessel she&ll remesin in this harbor we &re powerless

to send it out. That is the situstion our friends know that

the Iominion Government in Ottawa have rejected this immigration
the;'know that the people'of British Columbia have rejected the
immigration, they know that according to law they have no

rigat to enter Britiah.Columbia, but they hope by & specious
&ttack upon the rechnicel interpretation of the law to get &
gtay in proceedings for three, gix or twelve months until the
case cen be carried to the Privy Council. In this way they will
inconvenience the Government of the country, put us to trouble
and expense and put us to unnecessary alarg, but in the me&an=
time they hope to get entry into the country eand they will if
this ie done be scattered throughout the country pending a finsel
settlement of the case-

Le me ssy in conclusion thaet 1L have @bsolutely no ill
feelings sgainet people coming from Asie per onally, but I re-
affirm that the nationel life of Canada will not vermut of any
large degree of immigration from Asis - thet it is impossible
for us to maintein hipgh standards of living if we allow to come
in immipgrante of an entirely distinet type of civilization.

It 18 not & cese of racleal pride- It is & case of ectual

8ociel and economic conditions wﬁieh,it 12 imposeible to meintain

with two systems of living in our country which ceénnot be

guccessfully assimilated, and a8 far as I am concerned I intend

to stand absolutely on &£1l occasions on this one great principle

of & white country and & white British Columbia.(Great &pplause).
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MAYOR BAXTER,

Before I ¢all on the next speaker I have a leiter hore
from Jonathan Hogers, . 'rosident of the Board of Trade of

this eity, which I am goling t0o reads
"Deoar NMr, NMayors
Owing to a previous engagoment XI am
unfortunately noet able to be present at the meeting
tonight in regard to the Hindu question. I am, however,
in hearty support of any steps taken to prevent the
landing of Hindus &n Canada."

NHow I am going to ask Aldorman Voodside to address the meeting,
ALDERMAY WOODBIDE;

Mr, Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, this should have
Deen given to =2 man of ability to=-night- I realige this when
I seeo the anxious faces here before mo,. Sincerity is in every
man's face. I do not feel equal to the occasion of
addressing thoe audience upon the vital guestion bdefore us but
I have . resolution which I wish {0 move and it will b seconded
by my old friend Mr, Ralph Smithw

"That whereas the Steameyr Komangata Maru has been
lying #n the ‘ort of Vancouver from the 23r. day of May until
the prescent date with a shipload of undesirable immigrants
demanding admission into the sominion of Canada g

And whereas it is the united opinion of all
eitigens residing on the ‘aeific Coast of the Dominion
of Canada that the influx of Asiatios is detrimental and hurtful
to the best interests of the Vominion from the standpoint
of eitligmenship, labor and moral conditionsg

Be it therefore resmclved that this meeting strongly
urge upon the dominior Govermment the negessity of
supporting the efforts of the Immipgration -uthorities
towards the rejection of the immigrants sbhoard the
Komagate Maru and their immediate deportation, and that
stringent legisl.tion be enancted vheraeby such immigration
in the future may be ontirely restricted from

admispion %0 the Dominion,"



Vow ladies and gentlemen I won't take up a grea: deal
of your time., Our friend Mr, Jteovens has covered the ground
thoroughly, outlined the policy of the Covernment and
outlined the disposition of these people in our harbor, Today
we have anchored in the harbor of Vancouver a shipload of 350
men who have come to this country in defiance of our Canadlan
lawes- we know that, As My, Stovens has said they had the
knowledge before they left home in regard to the laws of
¢anada., We have here - country whioh we must protect, and
I feel that thies resolution presented tonight before such an
audience as this is a very gocd omen of the intention of the
people of British Columbia in particular %o protect our rovince

and protect the Dominion of Canada,

This question of Asiatic or Oriental iImmigration 1is
not entirely a new one with some of us. TFor the last tweniy
years in the 'rovince of British Columbila it has beon a fight=
it started hore with the lador men some years ago and was
garried out without very much success. We saw fifteen years
m our white men driven off the FPraser 1liver and the Skeena
River, we saw our sawmills in 21l parts of British Columbia
taken possession of by the Orientals, Ve saw our logging
gamps= shingle~bolt camps=~takeon possession of, We as Canadians
have beer backing off and backing off the map for the last
fifteon yoars, Yow we have before us people that are determined
to back us etill farther, I feel that 1t is time that the
matter De taken up %0 protect the people of this country (hear
hear). Speaking as & reprosentative of the City of Vancouver
I want %0 say that last winter the City of Vancoufer- to show
the condition of the labor market= the City of Vancouver took
gare 0f 24,00 men and the majority of them were British sudbjects,
At the present time we have in the employ
of the elty 600 men more than 1is roeally necessary to carry on

the work of the various departments, but it must bde done in

order to relieve the conditions that prevall here today.
e & o
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Wo have women and children absolutely destitute here because

their husbands and fathers cannot get work, We have 4§O pplications

at the City 7all of marriod men, British subjects in the City
of Vancouver coming there tmfagx day after day and pleading to get
a day's work, Here we are with people coming into this gountry
thet have no interest= that have not brought in & dollar, that
have done nothing dut cut wages and hoard up money to be sent %o
India to ¢arry on an education among the people over there
of the aonditiana.harn. to bring them over- to pay lawyers of
this country, who I am sorry %o say 1 am ashamed of (prolonged
applause). The Mayor has called my attention tc it and I will
gay one lawyer (hear hear),= 2 man here in this country that will
undertake to defeat the objects for which The lawes of this
gcountry were passed and in defiance of the pleadings of the
working clags of this country whom he pretends by the way to be a
trianaxbrw to encourage those people %o come in GO make further
starvation, further than what I have already said.

How then gentlemen we talk about the gonditions we have

here= and we have brought to our attention Imperial reasons,

m this is gquite - question for me to handle, dut I must say
this that I have talked in the 01d Country and invarlably the
people there said it was up to the Dominion to protect the
irmigration, T"ow there is another question. In the 01ld Country
! found that the people had a knowledge of conditions in British
Columbia, and in several cities that I visited the very same thing
game up. When ' talked about British Columbia they said we go to
British Columbia and your indkstries are full of Orientals—
there is no chance for s white man te go there. The very same
thing applies to women in the 0ld Country. They told me they
did not! want to send young women out here as they had to compete
copainst Asiatice==-the reputation of our country is rapidly going
down.,

Vow gentlemen I sm not going to take up much more of your

time, We have 4,0 0 Hindus in the Province of Britisgh Columbia

today and we have 350 more here at our doows They are not

knooking as hus boen sald- they came over here and said we are
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goming in without knolking. IV was given out on good authority
that there was another dody on the way. Ve know that thousands
of dollare of good British Columbia money are behind this great
big scheme. Ve Rnow they have the mill industry within thelr
power. Ve have conditions before us today and I think it is up
to us as Canasdians with the greatest country in the maxif whole
world, to protect ourselves and say they will not come in
(applause),

Now Mr, Mayor, ladies and gentlemen Mr, Ralph Smith a good

friend of mine will second thie motion showing that it is not a

political gquestion, I thank you ladies and gentlemen for your
attention, '

MR, RALSH SHITHg

Ny, Chairmen, ladies and gentlemen, therc are some
guestions connected with this case thal are larger than the best
interests of all parties, Party Covernment has done & great deal
for reform- o great deal to strongthen the rorce of representative
government of every descPiption, I do not think that the time has

arrived when we can do without party goverameni. It is the best
machinery we have, but there are issues that arise, national in
their oharacter, intensely acute as they af ect the human race, that
work for the obliteration at any rate tmrar-ny; of party
consideration,

Mow I always profess whether I really do or not, %o respect
the oplnions of my opponents.0f course I respect them best

when they come closest to my owm, I would be fooligh for me to

say that T have common opinions with the good Member for Ottawa inm
this oity on general principles, dbut I want to say to this larpge
aundience I came here to-night unsolicited =nd uninvited dy any plan
oxcept the request of the Nayor when I arrived. I was so suspicious
that there might he interwoven some 1little political partyism

th 't I thought I would come and take s look to see what was going



to happen, I am here, ladies and gentlemen in favor of HT,
Stevens the member of this ¢ity, that no word has been uttered
by him tonight that could be construed as having any suspicion
of political partyilsm whatever (applause) and I heartily

second the resolution that has been presented to this aundience,
One thing pleases me, however, very much tonight., 1 was eleven
years in Parliament myself- I knew the difficulties of impressing
Bastern men without & Western experienge, with just exacily what
these questions meant to the Pacific Coast, Year afier year I
fought the battles in the Touse and out of it in favor of the
greatest pﬂglihle restriction against every class of Oriental
immigration, My good old friend dead and gone, HYX, George
Maxwell, for many years did the same thing., For 20 years This
Prwvinn;‘ha; been trying to educate the people of the Zast on
the importance of this quostion as it stands associated with the
great interests of the people of the West (hear hear) and I am
pleased tonight to hear my goeod friend Mr. Stevens say that after
all it is a matter of education= that they do not see things as
we see them= that it is utterly impossible to get them to

take our viewpoint, One of the methods of educating these
gontlemen is to have unanimity on this guestion in British
Columbia (hear hear). One of the methods of getting the

Eastern people to know that we are in earnest is to obliterate
for the time bning on this particulark question issues that we
can;idﬂr important so far ae petty mmXistmm politics are
concorned (hear hear), /inother thing I am reminded of in the
gpeech of Mr., Stevens 1is that the law against Orientals today is
goode i was a member of the llouse when the regulation that

Mr, Stevens has referred to in the Immigration Aot was passed,
It was placed there for the very specifie purpose that certain
important conditions might arise which have arisen in the

¢ity and harbor of Vancouver, whereby it was important for the
Government of this country by an Order-in-Council to act supremely
without the authority of any court in this country (hear hear),

I am glad to know that my friend MNr, Stevens was generous enoush
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to admit the intersretation that the Liberals 1n£ended to be
put on that Section, The law, Nr, Chalrman, 1is absolutely cloar
on the two points. These provisions were placed there yoars ago,
placed there to some extent by my own influence as a represontative
of this rovince, Two thinge are clear=-that ciroumstances

in regard fo this class of immigration, or any other

immigration, may arise in this country that makes 1%
imperative that the ruling of the Governor by an Jrder~in=-Council
gould stand againet any judicial consideration (hear hear)
and I think you will agree with me that that partiounlar occagion
hag aripen (hear hear), and if it has arisen and the Section of
the ict is cleoar it is the duty of the Covernment this
resolution calls upon to put into operation the laws already
existing (applause) The second part of the law is especially
applicadle to the Windus, It was put there to emactily meet thelr
ggin, that no one could be admitted into this country that did
not come direct from the place of their birth, That resclution
haf been there for years-that resolution has been successful
th#;yinru— that resolution has becn known to the aunthorities

'ig*lnﬂia for years, The men who have used their influence

fa bring about this immigration at the present time have known

'ag much as you and I know at the present time, ladies and

gentlemen of Canada, abou' the laws of this country, and cught

/’ ! not these laws to be honored by all classes of people without

regard to personal interest (hear hear)? Ig 1t not important
in this country that when a Covernment and ‘arliament has declared
that cortain things ought to be, vhatever may be the selfish

personal interests of a few people that ought to be the rule and

daw in thie country (hear hear) and if we are good British

subjeocts we will respect the law, when a representative
government in British country says that things ought to be and
declare 1t in statute every good citigen will bde willing and
anxious to conform teo that delideration (hear hear)., I want to

say to you ladies and gent@emen there 1ls o specles of anarchy
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in this proposition which would instantly be subduod by the
pedple of this country if we had white people perpetpaiing the
game thing. The law of this country says cortain things must not
be. The law of this country is being defied and the man who
advises it= even at his own personal interest= is an anarchist
in spirit (applause), |
I think the voilce of this ha;tingwill strongthen tﬁa
hands of our friend Mr, Stevens, We are 211 alike when it comes
to the interests of the people of this country (hear hear), We
are all alike when we want the white races to have gpufficient
opportunity to live ( hear hear). We are all alike when we
positively refuse to allow any species of compotition
to enter into the labors of white men that will bring about
gonditions that will degrade them down %o the level of an
oriental (applause). Ve are all alike when it cOmes to maintaining
the standard of British education and British civilization, and
there is no such thing geontlemen as expecting any of these great
rosults if the white men of this country have %o be brought into
serions comuetition with Orientals, As & man with public
responsibilities I am sober-minded enough to remember the
difficulties in the way of the Ifmperial Govermment who have %o
assume the intricdoles, the delicate situation of controlling
tgﬁ people whom they do control, but I want To say this in
//Zhi'urto that and I say it feeling the responsiblility of every
Vs public position in this country-=Canada has no rogponsibility with
} repgard to the management of bdusiness in Indla,-=that is entirely
,;?;n Imperial question (hear hear), No real British subject will
f/fgﬁ po out of his way to make unnecessary complications dut correspond
;/f?; ing with the exclusive right of Britain to manage the affairs of
/ | Indis- corresponding with that right is the exolusive authority

of Canads %o pass her own laws (graat appleause). Let me say to

you, ladies and gontlemen, the strength of real British
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loyalty to the British Crown and flag consiste in the
fact that “nglishmen, Irishmen, Velshmen and Scotsmen and
every other countrym-n from “urcpe th t comes into this
great coulltry realizes that in this great Dominion 1is anthoriged
by faviiament of Britain to conduct his own business in the best
interosts of the country. Wow sir just whet we are esking for-
wo think it is o seriouns danger to this part of the oominion
that we should not be permitted to enforee our own regulations,
and the object of thisg grent assemdly 1s teo back up that
intelligent resolution which is asking the only authority in a
guestion of jurisdiction betweon “arliaments that could be
| decided by lawyers, The thing is absolutely plain and clear
i that if these people ars to be kept out they must be kept out
hﬁi‘ho mioa anthoritiens, 7The Dominion suthority has put the
machinery in motion and tonight we get in behind the Nember of
ih'i;l ¢ity and we say= "Use your influence and we are with yom _
to got the suthority at Ottaws to carry it oubs® (great applause)s

MAYOR BAXTRR; Ladies and gentlemen as there was considerable
| #m when this resolution wag vead in the firet place I will g
/gm it again (reads) As there are many stbanding I am going

7
/' to ask for a show of hands (Carried)

¥y . (Meeting concluded)




?' .

MINUTES OF A PURLIC MERTING HELL IN DOMINION HALL, VANCOUVER,
BRITISH COLUMBIA, ON TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1914.

----—-—-----—- ———

Mayor T. 8. Baxter in the Chsir.

MAYOR BAXTER spoke as follows:

Laedies and gentlemen if you will come to order now - we
f&ave an immense audience here. The evening is long - we have
'some business to tremnsect which we will try to get through

/' l’é 8peedily &8s poseible. This meeting has been cslled, &s
zpu.all know, ior the purpose of protesting sgainst sny further
immigration. I hope it will be conducted in the most orderly
end decorous manner, becsuse without thet we weaken our cause.

fif‘wn citizens of Vancouver cennot meet together and talk
_Egnr1a gerious question in & serious and level-headed menner

f:;I"O weeken our ceuse in the eyes of those not here 2nd not

/' meer to the heert of the metter. Therefore I am going to

appetl to everybody in the sudience, speakers and listeners,

that this meeting be of the most orderly, and that the 8peeches

be not of a character to touch our hearts to the extent of \
makin? us pgo too high into the &ir. The question before us
thie eveninp, as you know, is brought about by the fact thatx

there liee in the herbor & ehip loaded with people from

.~ Indie who are wenting to come into our country.

Now g8 Mayor of the City of Vancouver I want to speak H
fplainly even though I mey be criticised for so doing: Thére
é6re men enough in the City of Vancouver today for all the work
that is offering today (epplause) snd to cpare, end I aaj.
that we don't went any more workmen from anywhere at the

present+ Yielding to representations slong that line © ome
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months ago, the Dominion Covernment pessed &n Order-in-Council

forbidding eny artisans to come in from enywhere. Now thet

Order is still in force, is 8till being enforced, so that

when people try to maske out thet we are nitting apainst one

nationality under thet Order it ie not the cese. ¥e ere

hitting apgeinst every nationality, snd for the reesgons I

heve just stated. we 811 know there 2re more men in the

oity than there are Jobs for, aud &s Mayor 1 am continually

called upon in regard Lo this. The city ie doing more work

ﬁmday than we would be doing except that we wish to give

aa.mu&h WOork &g is possible &t this time. Now whet &re we

/éping to do if we are struggling now to keep those employed

»ﬁhﬂ.ara here, huandreds more are dumped in. Ve &kit wish to

fece the matter feirly, snd we don't want then, aund we wnt to

,/- B8y thet just os herd as we cean 8&y 1t. We have cslled

:5-thia:maet1ng for the purpose of you 88 citizens becking up

.ﬁg ﬁha authorities, because I believe thst you believe as I do

a'.that the suthorities on our Pacific Coast and our Member in
Parliament &nd our citizens sre united on that one qguestion -~
that we don't want this immigration in the Province of Britien
Golumhia (hear, hear). Now I am not foing to teke up say more
ot‘your time, but I am gpoing to call upon Xr. 3tevens to say

& few words.

MR. Ho H., STEVENS:

Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, it is not sltopether
& pleasant or conpeniel task thet foces me or that faces you
tonight, beceuse I take it thet the subject which we have
under our consideration is one in which every citizen of
Britieh Columbia, and sg I always state, every citizen orf
Canade, is vitelly interested. 1 coulé approach this
question from numerous standpointe, but I ghell try in the
briefest possible manner to get before you some of the facots

in connection with this troublesome problem. In the first

place, with your peymission. 1 will toueh unon tha nrahlem



eg I see it end a8 I find it, and then will deel with the

locel situstion &g it exiete in the city &t the present time.

1 wish, however, first to thank the Mayor for celling this

meeting together. 1 think he heg done & Vvery wise thing and
especislly in that this meeting is gethered together today

without any political sipnificance, in go far as party politice

is concerned this is & non-politicel queotion (anplause)

& non-perty gquestion. I sm not before you a8 & member of &ny
politicel party. 1 &m before you as axmemkexxs the representetive
in the Dominion House of the people of this city and seg a Canadian

citizen (heer, heer) snd Mre Mayor I feel that we must pet

. awty entirely from meking this question & party political

guestion, because I lmow this, that of the men in British

Columbis, practically zl1l are & unit on this problem, no

metter whet their ovinions ere (applause). There may be & few

?o:noptiona, but these exceptions simply demonstrate the wisdom

" of the attitude of the msjority of the people of this Province.

Very bdbriefly, what we face in British Columbis and in
Canada today is this - whether or no the ci¥ilization which
finds its highest exemplification in Angle-Saxon British rule
ghsll or shell not prevail in the lominion of Censds. That is
very briefly, the question. Beceuse in so far as immigration
from Asie ie concerned I hold, sfter the most sereful study -
1 am 2bso lutely convinced after the most searching inquiry, that
we cennot &£llow indiscriminate immigration from the Orient and
hope to build up & Netion in Canade on the foundations upon
which we heve commenced our netionsl life (epplause). In
leying down that principle I cast no aspersions upon the
civilizetion of Agie, but I impress upon you this solemn fect,
that these two civilizetions sre sbsolutely and entirely
distinet in every important feature (eappléuse). It is not @
question whether in theory or from sn academic stendpoint, or
from the etandpoint of scholarly study Orientel civilization
ig interesting or not interesting -- that ie not the question.

It 18 interesting, and no mén who has indulged in & peruael

- - ‘r'
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of the subject cen ssy otherwigse. The guestion is will thet
eivilization or will those brousht up throuph centuries under
that civilization essimilate in & satisfactory menner with the
people of this country. That is the great problem fecing us
today, and I hold thet ho immipration ie or can be successiul
where it is imposeible to sesimilete and rea&adily sssimilzate
the immigrant (prolonged applause). This is the absolutely
fundamental vprincinle of 81l syetems of immigration, &and must
necessarily be 2o0. Let me repeat that, that no class of
immigration can be considered successful unless it is capeble
of being assimilated ﬁnﬁ sbesorbed by the people of the country
to which it comes and without any detriment to thet country.
Kow there &vYe many weye in which e c&n look &8t this guestion,
the racisl, the socisl, &nd the economic side, and I hold that
in every one of these rhages it would be detrimental to the
civilization we hold 30 dear to ellow any lsrge influx of
Orientals into this country (zpplause).

In the next pleéce let me point out to you another very
significant fact (Just give me your attention - there is
& large number thet could not get into the idell snd they are
holding &n overflow meeting on the street outside). There is
this other very significent fect, thet we muet remember in
Cenade. We heve in the neighborhood of 7 1/2 millions of
people. ¥We have underteéken o gigantic problem ia Canade, the
problem of building ur & veonle which will do e¢redit to the
highest principles of the civilization from which we come.
The problem of developing her natursl resources -the problem of
having & ountry with the high idezls thet I heve montioned
verme&ting every phase of society. There is no doubt about it
we blunder in meny regarde, but it ie our &im to be hiph ané
noble. In order to ceé&rry that out it is very important thet
the immigration coming to our shores shull contribute to it
rather than hinder it. (Applause).

In the next plece we heve 1 sgy & limited porulation of
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about 7 1/2 millions. In the Orient - at our doors - there

are 800 millions of Asistics -- and merk you I cere not how
high & velue you place upon their civilization - it is distinct
in all its features (he&r hear) from that which we hold so
dear. Eight hundred millions - the very least tremor from

that source would unquestionably ewomp us by weight of

numbers. Some saswer me in repgard to thet ouestion in Festern
Caneda and in other perts where I have spoken of it by seying
thet we are & virile rece - thet if we are wunsble to sssimilate
these people then we have no right to cleim & position among
the nations of the world. why there is no people in existence
that ce&n absorb one, two, three, four, five times their

number, end I ask you this - what would have happened if
immigration from Asia hac¢ been allowed through ull these years
to come through the Western portesls into British Columbia?
Censda today would have been swemped with Orientsls &nd there
would be left today practicelly not & vestige of the wivili-
zetion of which we are 80 proud (prolonged applause).

It is not s0 much a question of settling up this country
irrespective of the type of people we have -=- it is not #o much
& question of doing the common labor of the country, which some
people 80 wrongfully sdvance 88 & resson for the sdmission of
the Orientals. It is & question of what type of people we
ére golng 1o have here in the next generastion or in future
generations. It is & question whether or no we are preptired as
Canadian citizens to sscrifice the immediste sdventage of
méterial wealth for the peopling of this country. I heartily
agree with you thet unfortunstely we have in our midst today
men snxious to forepo the privileges of building up our
civilization here and & strong virile national life, for the
sake of increasing their weslth by engeging men at a stipend
wich makes it impossible for the averape working men to live
upon end be decent and respectable (prolonged applsuse). Un-

ol



fortunatcly I sey there &re amongst us men who are willlng

to sscrifice their country - men who &re willing to degrade
our nstional life - men who are carelese a8 to how their workers
live ~ simply for the sake of incressing their own dividends,
but I do not c&ll them patriots -~ many of them do it unfortu-
neétely, but if there ig & man within the hearing of my voice
who incdulges in the practice of degrading the labor conditions
of Caneds for the sake of increasing his own wealth -enh&ncing
his own wealth - let him take thought of what the future holds
for the children of the people of Cansda &8s & whole (hear,
hear) .

Our forefathers came in here e&nd others came in here and
willingly &and cheerfully suffered the privations of & ripgorous
climete in Rastern Canad&a. The history of earxrly Cansgdian life is
replete through years, eénd I might sey through centuries, with
stories of the herdships suffered by the emigrants from the 01d
Country who came here &nd lived &nd died without seeing
comfort, with the hopes that they would develop & country in
which their children could live in perfect iiberty and freedom.
What do we find - the immigrants from Asis almost without
exception seek to come into Csnade and establish themselves in
the lerge &nd flourishing centres - picking the plums of
civilizetion. 1 holé Mr. Chairmen and gentlemen thet in no
single instance have the immigrants from Asia ever demonstrated
that they were willing to enter into the frontier life of this
country. (Appleuse). And so I say Mr. Chairmen that this
question iec not only & question of whether we like or dislike
men - theat is & mere surface issue - it is &8 question of life
and death for the netionasl life of Canads.(.CHeers). And let
me 84y further the threat hae bheen mede, if you refuse to
allow Immigrants to come in here from India, they (India) will
bar thelr doors 1o you. I ask eny intelligent men in this
eudience when heve we ever asked the people of Indies to open
their doore to Canadisn lebor -- never (hesr hear) and further

we are quite willing end satisfied thet the Orientsl peonle
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shaell shut the door to our labor* Ve are not seking for that
right, that privilege, and we pive you the right to close
your doore if you so desire eagainet Canadien l&bor &nd no one
will question your right to do so.

There e¢re many phases I say to this question. One of the
chief difficulties that 1 hove experiencef in defending ex-
clusion of Orientsl emiprsnte, ie that in the eight other
Provinces of Cenade there seemg to be & general sentiment thet
the people of Briti h Columbia &re cctusted by selfish motives.
(Cries of "never"). They sveem to imegine this ie 2 smsll
guegtion and thet we &re nerrow-minded. I have met this senti-
ment in s8ll perte of Cenada, but I gleo find thie, thet when the
plein facts are presented to the Ceénadien people - whether in
Ontario, GQuebec or eny other ’rovince, that invariably the good
clegr Jjudgment of the people of the Hastern rFrovinces swings
around in support of the people of British Columbisa. That senti-
ment, I say, is changing - the 0ld sentiment is chanpging, and a
new one is taking its place, and while it has been impossible
up to the present time to get &ny nctive mee&sures through the
Dominion House which would satisfsctorily deal with this
question, it has been simply beceuse of the leck of @ppre-~
ciation of its importance by the people of Eastern Cenada, It
hes not been &8 political issue. It has been & guestion upon
which both perties in the House of Commons have been very
logth to take any action, and I say up to this present moment
it hes been imposeible to secure eny satisfsctory or asdequate
legisletion for thet one recson.

Another reteon i - and it ie often advanced and sdvocated -
the question of Imperisl and internstional reletions. It hss

been pointed out that it is not desirable to exclude preople
coming from & nation friendly to ue in the Orient, like China
or Japan, or to exclude people coming from Indis, which is =
country under British rule. The internationsl snd the
Imperial aepect is continuslly being referred to ss & resson

why we should not pasefay restrictive lepislation. I heve
. 1
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consistently ang continuously pointed to this fact, thet while
that might be true, nevertheless it wee impossible to
properly deel with thie question without paseing some lepic-
lation which mipht be temporarily at leest offensive in any
degree to these people, and if it 18 o question of choice
whether our doors &re to be opened or whether we are to gpive
offence, without intending to do po, 1f it is to be a choice
of these two evils (so-called) then I for one &m prepered to
teke the choice and the position of exclusion, in spite of what
the results might be. (Laushter end epvlause). I have elways
8tood, and I stand today just as firmly a8 1 ever did, on
thet point.

How I wish to refer, not in eny party sense &t a2ll, but
to a report which has come throuph - I presume from Press
correspondents at Ottawa - reparding & telegranm which it is
alleged I sent to Ottews. HNow I will not go into it in its
eatirety, but I want to correct one or two falee impressions.
it is stated here that I sent & telegram to Ottawa in which I
88kzed for militia to be sent to Vancouver to protect us. * 1 never
mede any such reference whatever (laughter) never mede enything
approaching that. It is 2 rumor made eatirely out of whole
cloth., I am sorry it ie mede - it has & tendency to 2how that
there ic a ¢ fference of opinion emongst us when &8s & matter of
fact there is no difference. (Applause). And then it says that
1 sugpested thet the XKomepste Maru should be towed out qf
Vancouver Harbor. This ic sbsurd - I never mede sny such
Suggestion at ell, and I will fully show you before I pet
throuph the situation in that regerds I want to say that this
20 celled despateh from Ottaws ie absolutely erroneous. I do
not think intentionally so by the local papers, but it has been
token up by them.

low let me deel briefly with the local situation. We have
in the Immigration Act, which I heve in my hand, a clause
(Section &8) and I will resd it io you becsuse I think it is
very desirable that the people generelly should be accurstely
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informed on this point:

"Phe Covernor in Council mey, by proclamation or
order whenever he deems it necessgary or expedient -

(a) prohibit the lending in Cenads or &t any specified
port of entry in Cenade of any immigrant who hae come 10
Cansda otherwise then by continuous Journey from the
country of which he is & native or neturalized citizen,

and upon & throuph ticket purchased in that country,
or prepaid in Canade;

(b) prohibit the landing in Canuda of passengers brought

to Caneda by sny Pransportation compeny which refuses

or neglecte to comply with the provisions of this Act;

(¢) prohibit for & stated period, or permenently, the

lanéing in Cenade, or the landing at any specifieé port

of entry in Censde, of immigrante belonging to any

race deemed unsuited to the climate or requiremente of

Canade, or of immigrants of sny specified cle&ss, occu-

pation or character.

That is simply & proviso piving to the Governor-Genersl
the ripght to pass &n Order-in-Council. Last fell through tThe
influence of the British Columbig memberse =m Order-in-Council
weg passed prohibiting 2ll classee of immigrantes of the artisan
or labor class from coming into Eritish Columbia, no metter
whether they came from England, the United States or the
Orient, eand in every sense and in connection with every
country that Order-in-Council hes been enforced. Our Hindu
friends left the other side of the ocean with the deliberate
intention of testing the validity of that Order-in-~-Council.
Bow they are the only people who mkm have come to Csnada snd
cleimed ripght of entry in the fece of thet Order-in~Counecil,
Just to illustrete my point, while I wes in Ottawa I had
frequent epplications from employerz of lebor to let in certein
classes of labor, - cerpentere, or maeons, or smelter men -
urging me to sek the Government to make &n exception of this
or that, from the United States &nd from other countries. The
Government heave refused anéd I urged them to refuse in avarj
gingle instence to comply with such & request, holding this -
thet 1 we gave wey oﬁ some Oof these epecial regquests then the
volue of the whole Order-in-Council would be ruined. S0 then
we heve enforced this Order-in-Council,irrespective - sapgsinst all

emigrante - irrespective of rece or creed or color. On Msrch
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‘18t this Order-in-Council expired, and the Government, &gain
&t the instigation of the British Columbia Members, renewed
that Order for the exnress purpose of meeting contingencies
which we thought might arice+ In order to maeke my pwn poeition
perfectly cleer I wish to say thie, thet I do not spgree with
the mere pussing of this Order-in-Council. I hold, @and I think
I holé it in common with every member from British Columbia,
that the Government of Can:da - the Parliasment of Canada -
should pees legislation of &« distinet and definite iype,
excluding Orientals. (Applause). New we have held to that view,
but let me point out to you this - that there are seven members
from British Columbis and 214 or 15 from the rest of Canade, &nd
the difficulty we heve been feced with is to try snd educate the
people of Bantern Cannde and the lembers of Parlisment to get
our point of view, end I wiech to sey this, thet I believe I c&n
gee & marked cnange in the fealing of the lMembere of Parliement
from the other verts of the lominion, and from the people of
Eestern Cenzsde towards thie question, and I am alee convinced
of this - I feel slmost oonvinced that next ye&r we shall be
gble to get through the House of Commons & measure which will
gatinfactorily meet the views of the people of Canada. (Heer
hesr). In order to test the views of the people &né give an
opportunity to work this matter up before next seesion, I
introduced & bill into the House of Commons this year. It is
true it woe introduced late in the session and I had little
hope of it peesing. 1 am not poing to say that 1 had hope
that it would pass« I tell you frankly I thought it would not,
but I thoupht the people of Cansde should know thet we in
Britieh Columbia were poing to etand pat on this question and
they could expect thet next seseion we wuld make & definite
demand on the House of Commons in the form of a bill toward the
exclusion of the peovle coming from Asia. (Applasuse). Now my bill
provided for thies end I wish to explein ite It provided for
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the exclusion of 2ll immigrante coming from Asia South of
the O50th parallel of latitude. I am not married to the phrzse-

ology of the bill - if anyone cen supgest a better - but I have

o&nvaesaéfthe ground Irom every conceiveble angle snd that bill

wag drafted wilh & view of getting it throuph the ‘House &nd

'nnt with & view of making ¢ feilure becaunse it wee unressonable

d;x: gave offence« There was 2 provieo in that bill to the

s, effect that it should not £ pply to &ny people or nation the

il

g,

-

' Government of which hed &n agreement with the Governmment of

Canada to voluntarily restrict its own immigretion, but if they

- 8id not restrict their own immigration automatically the

bill would sprly. The reason for the introduction of that
passage in the bill was to meet this widespread sentiment snd
statements consteantly mede regarding giving offence to the
netiontl pride of these people. Ve said we are not desirous of
having your immigretion. If you will voluntarily restrict it
then this b1ll does not spply to you, but on the other hand if
you insist upon violating the feelings of the people of Canads
by disregarding this opportunity of restricting your own
immigration, then autometically this bill will apply to you,
énd 1 hold Mre. Chairmen that that bill would have succeasfully and
ebsolutely met the aituat:}on. 1 want to sty further tlhat if
ény comnittee of-citizarm - if sny person in British Columbis
chooses to meke suppestions of & solution of this problem, no
men will bhe more plessed to receive it then I, and I c&n say
thie, that the Govermnment of Cansde today will be delipghted to
receive suggestions that will adequately meet the cese* But it
is an easy metter to say close the doors - the question is how sare
you pgoing to do &9 and carry it #ucaesﬂfully, carry it in the
fece of the ignorence of the peoﬁ‘h of Eastern Cansde and the
Mother Land. (Appleuse). 1 think;’ I have made thet point clear.
These people came from the Urient in direct contravention
of two Orders-in-Council - the :t'il;‘,.rat is P.C. 2&, which provides
thet no immigrent coming from nuﬁ;ﬁI country - keep that in mind ~
é 111 -
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shall enter Censda who (oes not come direct from the land ol

his nativity -- you can go down to thite Rock &nd any d&y you
will find the Immigration Officer there turn back Swedes, Cermens ,
Prenchmen who have not come direct to thie country+ Go To any
port of entry along the boundary end you will find the same thing
every day of the year, and I went you to graep this queetion
thoroughly, thet it is not en Order-in-Council which 18 gpainst eny
specific people, btut spainet ell. That wae one - the next pro-
v:_ldca thet no immigrant shell enter Canede during the six months
between the middle of April end the middle of September or the

end of September, and that epplies to &ll nationalities. In

spite of these two Orders-in-Council on our statute books, and

&n. we believe asccording to law, this ship left Indis &and came tO
our harbor &né it hee been procleimed by our friends from Indis
thet they did it deliberately to test the velidity of that

law - not the velidity in law but the validity in sentiment - they
felt that it wes possible by coming into this remote dis-

triect thaet the esentiment of the rest of the Fmpire would be sSo over-
whelmingly sgainst us that we would be compelled to &llow them to
come in. Ever since the vessel arrived the Domigion Govermment
instructed, and today the instructions &re standing with the full
concurrence of the Government, to Mr. Malcolm Reid the Immigration
Apent, that the law is to be enforced. Now then the léw has been

enfofced and is being enforced as fer s it is possible to do s0.
These immigrants heve been rejected+ It might be seid by some of
our legal fraternity technicelly thet they have not been officially
rejected - that might be seid, but it is well known Tt hat in
primiple they have been rejected. (Hear he&r). The minute,however,
that en order ie issued formally rejecting them it ig the inten-
~tion of their Solicitor Mr. Bird to make & haobeas corpus applice-
tion and to force this thing into the courts, with what recult?

. The ﬂ@le object ig to dreg it on from court to court if necessary,
drag 1t on through endless litigation, end the result will be that
the immigretion suthorities would be compelled to suspend the

e 1R -
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deportation or the rejection of these immigrents until the
case has been settled in court+ Now then there ies & certain
claeuse in the Immigration Law which ie appealed to by meny
people and on which they cloim that we heve the right to
reject immigrants irrespective of the courts. Thet is Clause
23 of the Immigration Acte I hold, snd I think I &m verfectly
correct, that this clause when drafted weas intended To prevent
the courts from 1ﬁtarfer1ng in any sense with immigration mat-
ters. Unfortunately it does not accomplish that- £ you vd 11
bear with me I will read this clsuse to you so that you will
see the point:

"No court or judge or officer thereof shsll have

jurisdiction to review, quash, reverse, resirein

or otherwise interfere with any proceedings, decision or

order of the Minister or of eny Boerd of Inquiry or

officer in charge.”
How 1f it stopped there it would be &ll right -~

"had, mede or given under the suthority and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act"esees

end 80 on, - in other worde our clever legsl fraternity - The
membere of it - cleim that the court hes & right to review the
action of the immigrastion officers and to decide whether or
not the sction has been in accordsnce with the Acte They can-
not reverse & decision in accordence with the Act, but they can
gey arbitrerily - your decision is not in accordsace with the
Act, we therefore reverse it so that - &nd here 1 spesk with
gome hésitency -- we have on the Bench in British Columbis todaey
m o who are willing to give & decision contrary to the general
public opinion and contrary to whet is the clear meaning of that
Acte (Great apnlause). Some people s&y - why don't you po to
the courts with your case. We are prepared to po to the courts
if we can get a fair court to go to. (Appléuse). It is not &
nice thing sometimes to cés® & reflection of thie kind, but
there ie too much at stske - every men knowe who is backing
up the cleime of the people who &re seeing to invelidate

- 18 /s
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| thie 20t~ every one of them knmows what the intention of the
Agt fs= thay all know Just as olearly as ! know the intention
of the set~ the intention of the rders-in-Jomncil is Yo restried
the immigration, and they Imow 1%, But there may be
pome tsohmioal loophole through which they can sgqueese and

‘ £t is thot they are peoking to take advantage of,

- Fow then if that advantage is faken and permitted
what will be the result. “he »esult would be not only
that theso immigrents would land, but we are told on absolute
anthority and it is emrrvent im the press that the seme influences
back of this present agitation to emter have nother vessel
- m and to come here with em.citly the same intention in view,
e gontond My, Chairman and gentlemen, that the procedur: under
, m the immigrants are posking sdmission to Canada today
: 1"*_ ﬂm and unreasonabls (hear hear), There ie met s member
“ . Wﬂ immigrants dut whot kunows porfectly well, as ! have
m sadd, the intention of the Aet, and with no other people
ﬁ m a similar troudble, If we intimate to people of
pe=Northern or any other part= that o certsin clase of

ants sre mot allowed to come into the cowntry for a specified
104 they 4o not come, and i rejeated they go dack without
o Ing » words During the last few yoars we have rejocted
Wpwards of 5,000= deported and rejected= from the British Isles,
s " not know of » single case sppealed to the courts, They
 Pealizea that they were coming in in contwavomtion of the let
 end muoh se they might foel the hardship they went dack withoute

L/f i pay any appeal o the courts in thiec matter, NWow it has heon
L7 Fa !
| A_(/f stated by some~ why do you not Just cvend this vessel baok, Lot

Me give you the omagt pomition of this veesel, which is well

Enown 1o those who are in the ease. Thdk vessel, whieh is under

Japsnose reginter, comes Into our havbouwr, In so far ng the

Yossel iteolf 1s concorned, and the orow, they are guite within

the Jaw, They come in our harbor and anchor there and pay thelr
‘harbor dues and comply with the merine lawe of the country, and
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we have no right to eject them. Had these immigrante come upon
& reguler Steemship Line which had ite scheduled seilings they
knew that long since they would have been on their wey back.
Every day every boat going out takes back & very small percentage
of the immigrents, snd any rejected immigrent is sent beck on

the line of transportstion offi wvhich they arrived. But in this cese
thies is 8 chartered vessel &nd for the time beinp the tressurer
of the vessel is in control of ite movements and s¢ long 2 they
séy this vessel shell remein in this harbor we are powerless

to send it out: That is the situstion our friends know that

the Lominion Government in Ottawe have rejected this immipgration
they know that the people of British Columbis have rejectedé the
immigration, they know that according to law they have no

rignt to enter British Columbia, but they hope by & specious
eéttack upon the rechnicel interpretation of the law to get a
etay in proceedings for three, £ix or twelve months until the
cése cen ve cearried to the Privy Council. In this way they will
inconvenience the Government of the country, put us to trouble
end expense and put us to unnecessary elerg, but in the mesn-
time they hope to get entry into the country &nd they will if
this is done be scsttered tn roughout the country pending & fineal
settlement of the cese-

Le me s£y in conclusion that L have ebsolutely no ill
feelinge ep&inget people coming from Asie per onally, but I re-
affirm that the nationegl life of Caneda will not permut of any
large degree oi immipgretion from Asiea - thet it is impossible
for us to meintein high standarde of living if we allow to come
in imnmigrants of en entirely distinet type of civilization.

It ie not # cuge of racial pride« 1t is & cese ofecctunl

sociel and economic conditions which it is impossidble to maintaein

with two eysteme of living in our country wRich c&nnot be

succevsfully esgimilated, and &8 fer as 1 sm concerned I intend

to stond absolutely on 81l occasione on this one great principle

of & white country and & white British Columbia.(Great &pplause).
s X8 =
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HAYOR BAXTERg

i Before I ¢all on the nex! spoaker I have & lelter hore
from 'Jmthnn ogeors, 'rsident of the Roard of Trade of
Shis oity, whieh I am going to read;
"Dear Hr, Mayors
Owing to a previous engagement xI am

unfortunatoly not able to de presont at the meoting
tonight in ropard %0 the Nindu gquestion, I uz howevor

in hearty suppor: of any steps taken to provent the
landing of fll.iuu dn Canada,"

How I am goling to ask Aldorman Voodside to addvoss the moeoting,
ARDERMAY WOODBIDRE:

Hr, Nayor, ladics und gentlemen, this should have
boen glven to a man of ability to-night~ I realize this when
I mee the anxious faces here Defore me, Jincerity is in evory
mants face, I do not foel egual to the occasion of |
addressing the sudiemce upon the vital guestion defore we dut
I have o resolution which I wish to move and it will Be seconded
by my old friend Wr, 2alph Smithe

"That vhereas thoe %teamer Eomagata Maru has Ddeon
lying #n the “ort of Vancouver from the 28y  day of May watil
the preseont date with a shipload of undesirablo lmmipwants
M admission into the vominion of Canadag

And whereas it is the uwnited opiniom of all
gitisens residing on the racific Coasmt of the Dominion
of Canada that the influx of Asiatics is dotrimental and hurtfu
to the Dest intorests of the somimion from the standpoint
of eitisenship, labor und mor:l comaitionsg

Bo 1%t therefore resolved that this meeting strongly
urge upon the Lominior Covermmont th- negonsity of
supporting the efforts of the Immigvation mthorities
towarde the rejection of the immigrants adoard the
Zonagat. Maru and their immediate deportation, and that
stringent legisl.tion Do enacted wherody suek immigration
in the futurec may bde entirely restrioted £rom
admispion ¢0 the Hominion,"
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vow ladies and gentleomen I wom't take wp & cront deoal

of your time, OCur friond Yr, “tovens has govered the pround

thoroughly, outlined the policy of the Sovermment and
sutlined the disgopition of these eople in our harbor. Today

we have anohored in the larhor of Veanocouver o shipload of 30O
men who have come %o this countrey in defiance of our Canadian
laws~> wo Xnow that, As My, Stevens has sald they had the
mmowledge defore thoy left home in regard to the laws of

Uanada. Ve have hero  country which weo must protest, and

I feel that this resolution presented tonight Defore suoh an
audience as this is a vory gocd omen of the intention of The
people of British Columdie in partioular to protect our rovinoe
and protect the vominion of Canada,

Thic question of Asiatie or Oriental immigration in
not entirely a new one with some of ws, Tor the last twenty
years in the 'rovines of British Colwmbia it has boon o fighte
4t started here with the labor men some yoars ago and was
garried out without vory mmoh success, We saw fifteon yoars
mmiﬁ--u griven off the Praser tiver and the “heena
River, we saw our sawmills in .11 jarts of British Columbia
taken possession of by the Orientals, Ve saw our logging
campp~ shingle-bolt campe=token posgession of, Ve as Canadiane
have Deer dacking off and bDacking off the map for the last
fifteon yoars, Now we have bDefore us people that are detormined
$0 back us still further, I foel that it im time that the
mtter Do taken up $0 protect the seople of this country (hear
hear)s Speaking as a representaiive of the Uity of Vaneouver
I want to say that lapt winter the City of Vancoufer= to show
the oondition of the labor markot= the "ity of Vancouver jook
gare 0f 2, 00 men and the majority of them were Britiph subjects,
At the prosent time we have in the employ
of the ¢ity GO0 men more than ls really netessary to carry on
the work of the various departments, bdut it wust De done in
order to velliove the vonditions that prevail here today.

«17=
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e have womon and children abdsoluioly destitute here bosamuse

thedr haebands and fathers cavnot got work, We have 400 splications

at the Jity 7all of marviod men, British subjects in the Uity

of Yancouver coming thore imfapx day afior day and plonding to get
- 8 day's work, Nero we m with people coming inte thig country

that have no interest= that have not Browght in & dollar, that
h done mothimg dut ent wages and heard up meney to be sent %0
“hmnumnmm the people over there
} ¢he conditions here, to dring them over- to pay lawyer: of
m. who I am porry o say I am sshamed of (yrolonged
@)s 7The Mayor has onlled my attention to it amd ¥ will
ﬁlm Mw).-n-lnuh this countyy that will
@ to defoat the odjects for which the laws of this
*“-mmhmutmmnmnm
g¢lass of this country whom he pretends by the way tc be a
ﬂ“ to encowrage ‘hope m‘a to come in to make further
wation, farther tham what I have alrveady said.
mmmnmmm gonditions wo have
- . and we nave Browght to our attention Imporial reasons,

 New thds is quite » guestion for me to handle, dut I mmst say
ghds thet I have talked in the 01d Comntry -nd invariably the
hhﬂhmnu»utumumtmm
’I”‘-Wﬂm Tow there 1s another question, In the 014 Countwy
1 fowns that the poople had & kunowledge of conditioms in Dritish
m snd in several eities that I visited the very same thing
ﬂlm Thex ' talked abeut Dritish Columbia they said we go to
-uu}-n Solumbis and your indRetries are full of Orientals-
there is mo ehanes for o white wan to go there, The very same
thing «oplies to women 4n the 0ld Countyy, They told me thay
414 ne: want te semd young vomen out here as they had to compete
gagsinst ‘slatiop==the royutation of our comntry is rapidly going

Iy 4 ;_ ;
: B 1 [ i1,
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Tow pentlomen I um not! goliag te take uy mueh more of your
Sdme, vo have 4,0 0 Hindus in the Provinee of British Colwsdia
and we have 55 more here at our dooWs They are not
ummml-twmmmmmnm




=19
goming in without knobking, 1t was given out on good authority

that there was another body on the way. Ve know that thousands
of dollavs of good British Columbis money are dehind this great

blg scheme, Ve know they have the mill industry within their
power. Ve have eonditions bhefore us today and I think it is wp
t0 ue as Canadians with the greoatest country in thoe waelf whole

§ worldd, te protect curselves and eay they will not come in
(applaune),

dow Er, Mayor, ladios and gentlomen Mr, Talph Jmith o good
friond of mine will second this motion showing that 4t ip not =
politioal quostion, 1 thank you ladies and gentlemen for your

ER, RALSE SMITH

Hr, OChalwman, ladies and gentlomen, there are some
questions connected with this case that are larger than the Dest
interenta of all parties, rarty Covernment has domo & grest deal
# reform~ o great deal to strengthen the force of representative
- government of every dese¥iption, I do not thimk tmat the time has
arrived whon we caa do wlthout party goverzment, It is the best
maghinery wo have, dut there are lssues that ardse, matiomal inm
 thelr character, intemsely acute as they af eot the Muman wage, that
| m for the obliterstion at uny mte temporarily, of sarty |
considoration,

Tow T always profoss mi-e’érhar i really do or mot, to respect
the opinioms of my cppoments.0f course ! respect thom best
when they come closest to my own, I would bo foclis» for me %o
say that T have common copinions with the good Member for Ottawa im
this oity on genewral prineiples, dut I want to say to this laree
audienge I came here to-might wnsolicited ~md uninvited dy sny plan
oxgapt the roquest of the Yayor when 1 arrived. I was so suspicious
that there might be interwoven some little political partyiom
th .t I thought I would como end take a look to see what was going

Ll
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0 haypen, i1 an heore, ladier and gentlomen in favor of WY,
Stovensg the momber of this 0ity, that ne word has beon uttered
by hin tonight that counld be construed as having any suspioion
of volitical partylsm whatever (applause) and 7 heartily

setond the resolution that hag beon preseonted (o thipg andiente,
One thing pleases me, "owover, vory mueh tondght, I was ecleven
yoars in ‘arliamert nyoelf=- I know the diffloulties of impressing
Eastern men ﬂihost & Yestern experienge, with just exactly what
Shepe questiions moant to the 'scific Coast, Year aftor year I
ﬂ-ht the battles in the Touse and out of 1t in favor of the
greatont possidle restrigtion agninst every elase of Oriental
m-uu. ¥y good old friend dead and gone, Mr, George
Naxwell, for many years 414 the same thing., Por 20 years this
Provinee has been trying to edugnte the people of the “ast on
the importange of this question as it stands sssoolated with the
grent interests of the people of the West (hear heaw) snd I am
pleased tonight to hear my good friend Mr. Stevens say that after
all 1t 1s o matter of oduoation= thet they do not see things as
Wo so¢ them= that it is utterly imposaidle to geot them to

take our viewpoint, One of the methods of educating thcﬁ
gontlemon is to have unaninity on this gquestion in British
Golumbia (hear hesr), Omne of the methods of gotting the

Eastorn people to know that we sre im earmost iz to oblitorate
for the time being on this jartionlarx question issues that we
eonsider inportant ao for al'- potty peXistes politics are
eongerned (hoar hear), /nother thing I sm rominded of in the
Bpoech of Nr, Stovens s that the law apgainst Orientals today o
Bo08e I wms & member of ¢ ¢ Vouse whon the resulation that

Nr., Stevens has reforrpd to in the Immigretion Aot was passed,

1% was placed there for the very o ecifio purpose that certain
inportant conditions might sripe whioch have arisen in the

0ty and Nerbor of Vancouver, whereby 1t wae important foy the
Govermmant of this comntry By .»n Orderein-council to act supremoly
without the authority of any court in this country (hear hear),

1 am glag to Jmow that my friond Yr. Stevsns e -

f



MINUTES OF A PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN DOMINION HALL, VANCOUVER,
BRITISH COLUMBIA, ON TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1914.

P, s S e P e s P S S]] e e S

Mayor T. S. Baxter in the Chsir.

Meeting called to order at 8 P. M.

MAYOR BAXTER spoke as follows:

Ladies and gentlemen if you will come to order now - we
heve an immense audience here. The evening is long - we have
some business to transsct which we will try to get through
as speedily as possible. This meeting hss been cslled, as
you &8ll1l know, for the purpose of protesting egainst eny further
immigration. I hope it will be conducted in the most orderly
and decorous ménner, because without that we weegken our csause.
If we citizens of Vancouver cannot meet together and talk
over & serious question in & serious and level-headed m&nner
we weaken our cause in the eyes of those not here 2nd not
near to the heart of the metter. Therefore I am going to
appeel to everybody in the sudience, speakers and listeners,
thet this meeting be of the most orderly, and that the speeches
be not of a charscter to touch our hearts to the extent of
meéking us go too high into the gir. The question before us
this evening, as you know, is brougsht about by the fact that
there lies in the haerbor & ship loaded with people from
India who are wanting to come into our country.

Now es Mayor of the City of Vancouver I want to speak
ﬁl&inly even though I may be criticised for so doing. There
are men enough in the City of Vancouver today for all the work
that is offering today (epplause) and to cpare, and I sav
tﬁat we don't went any more workmen from anywhere at the

-ﬁresent- Yielding to representations @long that line s ome

o o o
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months &ago, the Dominion Government paesed en Order-in-Council
forbidding any artisans to come in from enywhere. Now that
Order is still in force, is still being enforced, so that
when people try to make out that we are hitting apainst one
nationality under that Order it is not the case. We ere
hitting against every nationality, and for the reasons I
have just stated. We all know there £re more men in the
city Than there are jobs for, and as Mayor I am continually
called upon in regard to this. The city ies doing more work
today than we would be doing except that we wish to give
88 much work s is possible at this time. Now whet sre we
going to do if we are struggling now to keep those employed
who are here, hundreds more sre dumped in. Ve ikl wish to
fece the matter feirly, snd we don't went them, snd we went to
sey that just &s herd as we can sey it. We have cslled
tﬁ;a meeting for the purpose of you as citizens becking up
the authorities, because I believe that you believe &8 I do
| tﬁat the authorities on our Pacific Coast and our Member in
r;hrliament and our citizens are united on that one question --
f%hﬂt*we don't went this immigretion in the Province of British
;{ Columbia (hear, heer). Now I am not going to teke up any more
f? of your time, but I am going to ecall upon Mr. Stevens to say

a few words. ]

MR. H. H. STEVENS:
Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, it is not altogether

a pleasant or congenial task that faces me or thet faces you |
ﬁﬁnight, because I take it that the subject which we have
funder our consideration is one in which every citizen of
H'British Columbia, and as 1 always state, every citizen of
Caneda, is vitally interested. 1 could approach this
question from numerous standpoints, but I shall try in the

briefest possible manner to get before you some of the facts

in connection with this troublesome problem. In the first

place, with your permission, I will touch upon the problem

L2



ags I see it and as I find it, and then will deasl with the
local situetion &s it existe in the city &t the present time.
I wish, however, first to thank the Mayor for celling this
meeting together. I think he has done a2 very wise thing and
especielly in thet this meeting is gathered togetner today
without any political siegnificeance, in so far as party politice
ie concerned this is & non-noliticel question (applause)
& non-party gquestion. I sm not before you &s & member of &ny
politicel perty. I em before you as =zxmamkmxxa the representetive
in the Dominion House of the people of this city and ag & Canadian
citizen (heer, hear) and Mre Mayor 1 feel that we must get
awey entirely from meking this question & perty political
guestion, becsuse I know this, thet of the men in British
Columbia, practicslly all sre & unit on this problem, no
métter whet their opinions &re (applause). There may be & few
exceptions, but these exceptions simply demonstrate the wisdom
of the attitude of the majority of the peonle of this Province.
Very briefly, what we face in British Columbis &nd in
Cansda today is this - whether or no the ci¥ilization which
finds its highest exemplification in Angle-Saxon British rule
shall or shsll not prevail in the DLominion of Caneds. Thet is
very briefly, the question. Beczuse in so far as immigrstion
from Asis is concerned I hold, after the most vereful study -
I am gbso lutely convinced efter the most searching ingquiry, that
we ceénnot £llow indiscriminate immigretion from the Orient and
hope to build up & Nation in Canade on the foundatione upon
which we heve commenced our national life (applause). In
laying down that principle I cast no sspersions upon the
civilization of Asis, but I impress upon you this solemn fact,
that these two civilizations are absolutely and entirely
distinct in every important feature (applause). It is not a
question whether in theory or from an academic eteandpoint, or
from the staendpoint of scholarly study Oriental civilizstion
ig interesting or not 1nteréﬁting ~-- that is not the guestion.

It 49 interesting, &2nd no man who has indulpged in & perusel
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of the subject cen sey otherwise. The question is will thet

civilizetion or will those brought up through centuries under
thet civilizetion essimilate in e satisfactory manner with the
people of this country. That is the great problem fecing Uus
today, and I hold that #o immigration ie or can be successful
where it is impossible to assimilete and reaedily essimilatve
the immigrant (prolonged spplause). This is the abhsolutely
fundamental principle of all systems oif immigration, and must
necessarily be so. Let me repeat that, that no class of
immigretion ecen be considered suceessful unless it is capable
of being sssimilated and absorbed by the people of the country
to which it comes and without any detriment to th&d country.
Now there are many waye in whichwe can look at this guestion,
the racisl, the sociel, end the economic side, and I hold that
in every one of these phases it would be detrimental to the
civilization we hold so dear to ellow any large influx of
Orientals into this country (avpplause).

In the next place let me point out to you another very
significant fact (Just give me your attention - there 1s
& large number thet could not get into the Hall and they are
holding an overflow meeting on the street outside). There is
this other very significent fect, that we must remember in
Canada. We have in the neighborhood of 7 1/2 millions of
people- We have undertaken & gigantic problem in Canada, the
nroblem of building up a people which will do credit to the
hiphest principles of the civilization from which we come.
The problem of developing her natural Tresources -~the problem of
having a country with the hipgh ideals that I heve mentioned
permeating every phase of sociely. There is no doudbt about it
we blunder in meny regerds, but it is our aim to be high &and
noble. In order to cerry that out it is very important thet
the immigration coming to our shores shall contribute to it
rather then hinder it. (Applause).

In the next place we have I say a limited population of

& ALl



about 7 1/2 millions. In the Orient - at our doors - there

are 800 millions of Asiatices -~ and merk you I care not how
high & value you place upon their civilizaetion - it is distinct®
in 2ll its features (hear hear) from that which we hold so
dear. Eight hundred millions - the very le&éest tremor from

that source would unguestionably sweamp us by weight of

numbers. Some saswer me in regard to that question in Esstern

Cenada and in other perts where I have spoken of it by saying

that we are & virile rece - that if we are wuneble to assimilate

these people then we have no right to claim & position among
the nations of the world. Why there is no people in existence
that can absorb one, two, three, four, five times their
number, and I ask you this - what would have happened if
imnigration from Asia hacé been allowed through all these years
to come through the Western portals into British Columbis?
Canada today would have been swemped with Orienteals and tThere
would be left today practicelly not & vestige of the wivili-
zetion of which we are so proud (prolonged applause).

It is not so much a question of settling up this country
irrespective of the type of people we have -= it is not so much
& question of doing the common labor of the country, which some
people so wrongfully advance as & reason for the admission of
the Orientals. It is & question of what type of people we
are going to have here in the next generation or in future
generations. It is & question whether or. no we are prepered as
Canadian citizens to sacrifice the immediate advantage of
méterial weslth for the peopling of this country. I heartily
agree with you thet unfortunetely we have in our midst today
men anxious to forego the privileges of building up our
civilization here and & strong virile national life, for the
gake of increasing their wealth by angaging men at a stipend
vhich makes it impossible for the average working man to live
upon eand be decent and respectable (prolonged applause). Un-
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fortunatcly I sey there ere amongst us men who are willing

to sacrifice their country = men who gre willing to degrade
our national life - men who are careless as to how their workers -
live - simply for the sake of increesing thelir own dividends,
but I éo not cell them petriots -- many of them do it unfortu-
netely, but if there is & men within the hearing of my voice
who indulges in the practice of degrading the labor conditions
of Canﬁda for the sake of increasing his own wealth -enhancing
his own wealth - let him take thought of what the future holds
for the children of the people of Canada as & whole (hear,
hear) .

Our forefathers came in here and others came in here &nd
willingly snd cheerfully suffered the privations of & rigorous
climete in Eestern Canada. The history of early Cangdian life 1is
replete through years, end I might sey through centuries, with
gtories of thelgardahips suffered by the emigrants from the 0ld
Country who ceme here and lived and died without seeing _
comfort, with the hopes that they would develop & country 1in
which their children could live in perfect liberty and freedom.
What do we find - the immigrants from Asis almost without
exception seek to come into Csnada snd establish themselves in
the large ené flourishing centres - picking the plums of
civilizetion. I hold Mr. Chairman and gentlemen that in no
single instance have the immigrants from Asia ever demonstrated
that they were willing to enter into the frontier life of this
country. (Avpplause). And so I say Mr. Chairman that this
guestion is not only & question of whether we like or dislike
men - that is & mere surface issue - it is & question of life
and death for the national life of Canada.(.CHeers). And let
me say further the threat has been made, if you refuse to
allow immigrents to come in here from India, they [India) will
bar their doors to you. I ask any intelligent man in this
- audience when have we ever asked the people of Indis to open
their doore to Canadian lebor -- never (he&r hear) and further

we are quite willing and satisfied that the Orientsl people



shell shut the door to our labor* We are not sgking for that
right, that privilege, and we give you the right to close
your doors if you so desire apainst Cenadien lebor &nd no one
will question your right to do so.

There £re many phases I say to this question. One of the
chief difficulties that I have experienced in defending ex-
clusion of Orientel emigrants, is thet in the eight other
Provinces of Cenads there seeme to be & general sentiment thet
the people of Britich Columbia are actuated by selfish motives.
(Cries of "never"). They seem to imagine this is & small
question and thet we are narrow-minded. I have met this senti-
ment in sll perts of Cenada, but I also find this, thet when the
plain facts are presented to the Canadien people - whether in
Ontario, Quebec or eny other Province, thatv invariably the good
clear judgment of the people of the Eastern Provinces swings
ground in support of the people of British Columbis. Thatl senti~
ment, I say, is changing - the old sentiment is cheanging, and a
new one is taking its place, and while it has been impossible
up to the present time to get eny active me&sures through the
Dominion House which would satisfsctorily deal with this
question, it has been simply because of the lack of appre-
ciation of its importence by the people of Eastern Csnesde. It
hes not been & politicel issue+ It has been & question upon
which both parties in the House of Commons have been very
loeth to take esny action, and I say up to this present moment
it hes been imposeible to secure eny satisfactory or adequate
legicletion for thet one reeson.

snother reason is - and it is often advanced and advocated -
the question of Imperisl and internationsal reletions. It hes

been pointed out that it is not desirable to exclude people
coming from & nation friendly to ue in the Orient, like China
or Japan, or to exclude people coming from India, which is s

country under British rule. The international and the
Imperiel aspect is continually being referred To &s a reéson

why we should not pass@ay restrictive legislation. I have
o 1 X



consistently and continuously pointed to this fact, thet while

that might be true, nevertheless it wee impoesible to
properly deal with this question without passing some legic~-
lation which might be temporarily at leest offensive in any
degree to these people, and if it is & question of cholce
whether our doors gre to be opened or whether we are to give
offence, without intending to do so, if it is to be & choilce
of these two evils (so-celled) then I for one em prepered to
teke the choice and the position of exclusion, in spite of what
the results might be. (Lauphter and spplause). I have alweyse
stood, and I stand today just as firmly @&s 1 ever did, on
thet point.

Now I wish to refer, not in any perty sense &t 2ll, but
to & report which has come through - I presume from Press
correspondents at Ottawa - regarding & telegram which it is
alleged I sent to Ottawa. Now I will not go into it in its
entirety, but I want to correct one or two false impressions.
It is stated here that I sent & telegram to Ottawa in which I
esked for militia to be sent to Vancouver to protect us. I never
made any such reference whetever (laughter) never made anything
approaching that. It is & rumor made entirely out of whole
cloth. I am sorry it is msde - it has a tendency to show that
there ic a difference of opinion samongst us when &s & matter of
fect there is no difference. (Appleause). And then it seys that
I suggested that the Komagata Maru should be towed out of
Vancouver Harbor. This is eabsurd - I never made any such
sugegestion at all, and I will fully show you before I pet
through the situation in that regerd. I want to say that this
so called despatch from Ottawa is absolutely erroneous. I do
not think intentionally so by the local papers, but it has been
taken up by them.

Now let me deg&l briefly with the local situation. We have
in the Immigration Act, which I heve in my hand, a clsuse
(Section 38) and I will fead it to you becsuse I think it is
very desirable that the people generally should be accurately

w B -



informed on this point:

"The Governor in Council may, by proclamation oOr
order whenever he deems it necessary or expedient =

(a) prohibit the landing in Canada or at any specified
port of entry in Cenade of any immigrant who hag come to
Cansda otherwise then by continuous journey from the
country of which he is & native or naturalized citizen,
and upon & through ticket purchased in that country,

or prepaid in Canada;
(b) prohibit the landing in Cenada of passengers broughtv

to Caneda by any pransportation company which refuses
or neglects to comply with the provisions of this Ac%;

(¢) prohibit for & stated period, or permenently, the
landing in Cenada, or the landing at any specified port
of entry in Canade, of immigrants belonging to any

race deemed unsuited to the climate or requirements of
Canade, or of immigrants of any specified class, occu-
pation or character:’

That is simply & proviso giving to the Governor-General
the right to pass e&n Order-in-Council. Lest fell through the
influence of the British Columbis members en Order-in-Council
was passed prohibiting 211 classes of immigrants of the artisan

or labor cless from coming into British Columbia, no metter

whether they ceme from England, the United States or the
Orient, and in every sense and in connection with every

country that Order-in-Council has been enforced. Our Hindu
friends left the other side of the oceen with the deliberate
intention of testing the velidity of that Order-in-Council.

Now they are the only people who wkm have come to Canade and
claimed right of entry in the face of that Order-in-Council.
Just to illustrate my vpoint, while I wes in Ottawa I had
frequent epplications from employers of labor to let in certain
classes of labor, - cearpenters, or masons, or smelter men -
urging me to ask the Government to make e&n exception of This

or that, from the United States and from other countries. The
Government have refused and I urged them to refuse 1in every
single instance to comply with such a request, holding this =
thet if we gaeve wey on some of these special requests then the
velue of the whole Order-in-Council would be ruined. So then
we have enforced this Order-in-Council,irrespective - against all

emigrante - irrespective of race or creed or color. On Merch
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“1st this Order-in-Council expired, and the Govermment, agein
at the instipetion of the British Columbisa Members, renewed
that Order for the express purpose of meeting contingencies
which we thought might arise- In order to meke my Ppwn pogition
perfectly clear I wish to say this, that I do not agree with
the mere passing of this Order-in-Council. 1 hold, and I think
I hold it in common with every member from British Columbis,
that the Government of Cansde - the Perliament of Canada -
should pess legislation of & distinet and definite type,
excluding Orientals. (Applause). New we have held to that view,
but let me point out to you this - that there are seven members
from British Columbie end 214 or 15 ¥rom the rest of Canads, and
the difficulty we have been faced with is to try and educate the
people of Eastern Cansde and the Members of Parliament to get
our point of view, and I wish to say this, that I believe I cé&n
see & marked change in the feeling of the Members of Parliement
from the other nerts of the Dominion, and from the people of
Rastern Cansda towards this question, and I am also convinced
of this - I feel almost oconvinced that next year we shall be
gble to get through the House of Commons & measure which will
gatisfectorily meet the views of the people of Canada. (Hear
hear). In order to test the views of the people and give an
opportunity to work this ma¥ter up before next session, 1
introduced & bill into the House of Commons this year. It is
true it was introduced late in the sessl on and I had little
hope of it peseing. I am not going To Bay that I hed hope
that 1t would pees. I tell you frankly I thought it would not,
but I thought the people of Canede should know that we in
Britieh Columbis were poing to stand pet on this question and
they could expect that next session we would make & definite
demand on the House of Commons in the form of a bill toward the
exclusion of the people coming from Asia. (Applause). Now my bill
provided for this and I wish to explein it. It provided for
v 30w
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the exclusion of all immigrants coming from Asia South of

the 50th parallel of latitude. I am not merried to the phrase-
ology of the bill - if anyone can suggest & better -~ but I have
cenvassed the ground from every conceivable engle a&nd that bill
was drafted with & view of getting it through the House and
not with & view of making s failure because it wee unressoneble
or gave offence. Therc was & proviso in that bill to the
effect that it should not apply to any people or nation the
Government of which had an sgreement with the Govermment of
Canade to voluntarily restrict its own immigretion, but if they
did not restrict their own immigration sutometically the

bill would apply. The reason for the introduction of that
passage in the bill was to meet this widespread sentiment snd
statements constently mede regarding giving offence to the

nﬁfional pride of these people. We seid we are not desirous of

'hﬁving your immigration. If you will voluntarily restriet it

then this bill does not spply to you, but on the other hand if

you insist upon violating the feelings of the people of Cenads
h%*disregarding this opportunity of restrieting your own
1?migration, then autometieslly this bill will apply %o you,

gnd I hold Mr. Cheirmen thet that bill would have successfully and
a'jbsolutely met the situation. I want to say further that if

aﬁy committee of citizens -~ if any person in British Columbie
chooses to make sugegestions of & solution of this problem, no

men will be more pleased to receive it then I, and I e&n say

ﬁhis, that the Government of Canade todey will be delighted to
receive suggestions that will sdequetely meet the cese* But it

ie an easy matter to say close the doors - the question is how are

_you going to Co so and carry it successfully, ecarry it in the

ihce 0f the ignorénce of the people of Eestern Cesnads and the

y
Mother Land. (Appleuse). I think I have made thet point clear.

Theee peoprle ceme from the Orient in direct contravention
of two Orders-in-~Couneil - the first is P.C. b, which provides
thet no immigrant coming from any country - Keep thaet in mind -

i



shall enter Canada who does not come direct from the land of

his nativity -- you can po down to White Rock and any day you

will find the Immigretion Officer there turn back Swedes, Germens,
| Prenchmen who have not come direct to this country- Go to any
port of entry along the boundary end you will find the same thing

/i every day of the year, and I went you to grasp this question

f thoroughly, that it is not en Order-in-Council which is szgeinst any
specific people, but against sll. Thet was one - the next pro-

'v:ides thet no immigrant shell enter Cancsde during the six months

between the middle of April and the middle of September or the

end of September, and that applies to all netionalities: In
spite of these two Orders~in-Council on our statute books, and
88 we believe according to law, this ship left Indis and came to
?‘ér harbor and it hes been proclaimed by our friends from Indisa

;bhat they did it deliberately to test the validity of that

?4-5-1§w - not the validity in law but the validity in sentiment -~ they
’?{\ felt that it waes possible by coming into this remote dis-

f {&'ict that the sentiment of the rest of the Empire would be sSo over-
!;ﬁglmingly sgoinst us that we would be compelled to &llow them to
éﬁﬁe in. Ever since the vessel arrived the Domigion Govermment
ihtmcted, end today the instructions are standing with the full

/fq;xrmurrence of the Government, to Mr. Malcolm Reid the Immigration
Egiént, that the law is to be enforced. Now then the lew has been

;5';'?9#!0:8336 and is being enforced as far s it ie possible to do so.

_ﬁﬁéae immigrants have been rejectede It might be said by some of
x’f;our-legal fraternity technically that they have not been officially
rejected -~ that might be said, but it is well known t hat in

Principle they have been rejected. (Hear hear). The minute, however,

t_hat gn order is issued formally rejecting them it is the inten~
tion ef their Solicitor Mr. Bird to make & haheas corpus applica-
tion and to force this thing into the courts, with what result?

The sole objeet 1is to drag it on from court to court if necessary,

drag it on through endless litigation, and the result will be that

the. immigration suthorities would be compelled to suspend the
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deportation or the rejection of these immigrants until The
case hes been settled in court+ Now then there ies & cerfain
clause in the Immigration Law which is appealed to by mény
people and on which they claim that we have the right to
reject immigrants irrespective of the courts. That is Clause
23 of the Immigration Act. I hold, and I think I em perfectly
correct, that this clause when drafted was intended to prevent
the courts from interfering in eny sense with immigration mat-
ters. Unfortwately it does not accomplish thate I1f you will
bear with me I will read this clsuse to you so that you will
see the point:

"No court or judge or officer thereof shell have

jurisdietion to review, quash, reverse, restrein

or otherwise interfere with any proceedings, decision or

order of the Minister or of eany Bogrd of Enquiry or

officer in charge.”

Now if it stopped there it would be &all right -

"had, made or given under the suthority and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act"asese

and so on, - in other words our clever legal fraternity - tThe
members of it - c¢leim thet the court has & right to review the
action of the immigration officers and to decide whether or
not the sction has been in zccordance with the Act. They can-
not reverse a decision in accordence with the Act, but they can
fqhy erbitrarily -~ your decision is not in accordence with the
Act, we therefore reverse it so that - and here I spegk with
some heésitency -- we have on the Bench in British Columbis today
men who are willing to give & decision contrary to the genersal
public opinion and contrary to whaet is the clear meaning of that
Act. (Great applause). Some people sey - why don't you go to
the courts with your case« We are prepered to po to the courts
if we can gat a fair court to go to. (Applause). It is not &
nice thing sometimes to cas®é a reflection of this kind, but
there ie too much at stake - every man knows who is backing
up the claims of the people who &re seeing to invalidate

- 1%
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this rct= every one of them knows what the intention of the

Act is= they 2ll know just as clearly as I know the intention
of the Act= the ihtention of The "rders=in=Council is to restrilav
the immigration, and they know 1T, But there may be
some technical loophole through which tThey can squeezé and
it is that they are seeking to take advantage of.

Wow then if that advantage is taken and permitted
wﬁat will be the result. The result would be not only
tﬁat these immigrants would land, but we are told on absolute
gﬁthority and it is current in the press that the same influences
back of this present agitation to enter have ;nathér vescel
loaded and to come here with exactly the same intention in Vview,
I contend Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, that The proaedgre under
whioch the immigrants are seeking admission to Canada tnaay
is unfair and unreasonable (hear hear). There is no% %%ﬁﬁmber
*ayong these immigrants but what knows perfectly well, gglﬁﬂﬁava
already said, the intention of the Act, and with no atﬁ;;jpeeple
? |

ﬂo we have 2 similar trouble. If we intimate ©O peopld_bf%

f

Europe~Northern or any other part- that a certain 01&5# of
J i

1 [
% [

| period they do not come, and if rejected they go back %ithouth L
saying a2 word, During the last few years we have rejécted )
 w'quarﬂs of 5,000~ deported and rejected= from the British Isleqi
:anﬂ I do not know of a single case appealed to the courts, They
realized that they were ebming in in contravention of %he Act |
and much as they might feel the hardship they went back without—
'gs I say any appeal to the courts in this matter. Now it has been
Istated by some= why do you not just send this vessel back, Let
me give you the exact popition of this vessel, which is well
rnown to those who are in the case. This vessel, which is under
Japanese reglister, comes into our harbour. In so far as the
Vessgl itself is concerned, and the orew, they are quite within

the law. They come in our harbor and anchor there and pay theilr

harbor dueeg ard comply with the marine laws of the country, and

immigrants are not allowed to come into the country for afﬁpsoified
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we have no right to eject them: Had these immigrants come upon
& regular Steamship Line which haed its echeduled geilings they
knew that long since they would have been on their wey back.
Every day every boat going out tekes beck & very smeall percentage
of the immigrants, and any rejected immigrant ie sent back on
the line of transportation off which they srrived- But in this case
this is a chartered vessel £nd for the time being the treasurer
0f the vessel is in control of its movements and as long as they
s&y this vessel shall remain in this harbor we are powerless

to send it out. That is the situetion our friends know that

the Dominion Government in Ottawe hsve rejected this immigration
they know that the people of British Columbis have rejected the
immigration, they know that according to law they have no

rignt to enter British Columbia, but they hope by & specious
attack upon the rechnicel interpretetion of the law to get a
stay in proceedings for three, six or twelve monthe until the
cése can be carried to-the Privy Council. In this way they will
inconvenience the Government of the country, put us to trouble
end expense and put us to unnecessary glerg, but in the mean-
time they hope to get entry into the country and they will if
this is done be scattered throughout the country pending a final
settlement of the case-

Le me s8y in conelusion thet L heve ebsolutely no ill
feelinge &@gainst people coming from Asis per onally, but I re-
affirm thet the nationel life of Cansda will not permut of any
lerge degree of immigration from Asis - that it is impoesible
for us to maintain high standards of living if we allow to come
in jmmigrants of sn entirely distinct type of civilization.

It 18 not & case of racial pride. It is & case ofactual

gociel and economic conditions which it is lmposeible to maintein

with two systeme of living in our country which cennot be

successfully assimilated, and as far as I am concerned I intend

to stand absolutely on all occasions on this one great principle

of & white country and & white British Columbia.(Great applause).
o 18 %
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WAYOR BAXTERS

Before I ¢all on the next speaker 1 have a letter neore
from Jonathan Rogers, ‘recsident of the Board of Trade of

this eity, which I am golng to reads

"Dear Mr, Mayor:
Owing to a previous engagemenw zlI am

unfortunately not able to be present at the meeting
tonight in regard to the Hindu question, I am, however,
in hearty support of any steps taken to prevent the
landing of Hindus &n Canada."

Now I am going to ask Alderman Woodside ©o address the meeting,

ALDERMAY WOODSIDE:

Mr, Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, this should have
been given to & man of ability to-night- I realize this when
I see the anxious faces here before mé. Sincerity is in every
man's face, I do not feel equal to the occasion of
addressing the audience upon the vital question before us dbutb
I have = resolution which I wiesh to move and it will be seconded
by my old friend Mr, Ralph Smith=

"That whereas the Steamer Komagata Maru has been
lying #n the Port of Vancouver from the 23rd day of HMay until
the present date with a shipload of undesirable immigrants

demanding admission into the Dominion of Canadaj

And whereas it is the united opinion of all

citizens residing on the Pagific Coast of the Dominion

of Canada that the influx of Asiastiocs is detrimental and hurtful
to the best interests of the Dominion from the standpoint
of citizenship, labor and moral conditionsg;

Be it therefore resolved that this meeting strongly
urge upon the Dominion Government the necessity of
supporting the efforts of the Immigration anthorities
towards the rejection of the immigrants aboard the
Komagata Maru and their imm;ﬁiate deportation, and thav
stringent legislation be enacted whereby such immigration
in the future may be entirely restricted from

admission to the Dominion,"

_16_
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wow ladies and gentlemen I won't take up a areat deal
of your time. Our friend Mr. Stevens has covered the ground
thoroughly, outlined the polioy of the Government and
outlined the disposition of these people in our harbor. Today
we have anchored in the harbor of Vancouver & shipload of 350
men who have come to this country in defiance of our Canadian
laws- we know that. As Mr, Stevens has saild they had the
xnowledze before they left home in regard UO the laws of
Canada. We have here - country which Wwe must protect, &and
I feel that this resolution presented tonight before such an
audience as this is a very good omen of The intention of the
people of British Columbia in particular to protect our ‘rovince
and protect the Dominion of Canada,

This question of Asiatic or Oriental immigration 1is
not entirely a new one with some of us. For the last twentiy |
years in the Province of British columbia it has been a fight-
$+ started here with the labor men some years ago and was
carried out without very much success, We saw fifteen years
ago our white men driven off the Fraser River and the Skeena
River, we saw our sawmills in all parts of British Columbia
taken possession of by the Orientals. We saw our logging
camps= shingle-bolt camps~taken possession of., We as Canadians
have been backing off and backing off the map for the last
fifteen years. Now we have before us people that are determined
to back us still further. I feel that it is time that the
matter be taken up to protect the people of this country (hear
hear). Speaking as a representative of the City of Vancouver
I want to say that last winter the City of Vancoufer- to show

the condition of the labor market-= the City of Vancouver took

gare of 2,000 men and the majority of them were British subjects,

At the present time we have in the employ

of the city 600 men more than is really necessary to carry on
the work of the various departments, but it must be done in
order to relieve the conditions that prevail here today.



343

] 3

We have women and children absolutely destitute here because
their husbands and fathers cannot get work, We have 4§0 spplications
at the City Hall of married men, British subjects in the City
of Vancouver coming there tmimyx day after day and pleading to gev
a day's work. Here we are with people coming into this country
that have no interest= that have not brought in & dollar, that
have done nothing dbut cut wages and hoard up money to be sent To
India to carry on an education among the people over tThere
of the conditions here, to bring them over- to pay lawyers of
this country, who I am sorry to say I am ashameﬁ of (prolonged
applause ). The Mayor has called my attention to it and I will
gay one lawyer (hear hear),= & man here iun this country that will
undertake to defeat the objects for which the laws of tThis
country were passed and in defiance of the pleadings of the
working class of this country whom he pretends by the way to be a
friend of- to encourage those veople to come in to make further
atar#ation, further than what I have already said.

Now then gentlemen we talk about the conditions we have
ha#éF and we have brought to our attention Imperial reasons,

Now this is quite 2 question for me to handle, but I must say

;ﬂhis that I have talked in the 01d Country and invariably the
peqple there said it was up to the Dominion to protect the

_iﬁhigratién. "ow there 1s another question, In the 0ld Country

/

_/I’found that the people had a knowledge of conditions in British

_{éolumbia, and in several cities that I visited the very same thing

/
{

/

/

came up. When 1 talked about British Columbisg they said we go to

Briftish Columbia and your indiistries are full of Orientalg=

ﬁ%ere is no c¢hance for a white man to go there. The very same
Ehing agglies to women in the 0ld Country. They told me they
did not want to send young women out here as they had to compete
gagainst Asiatics==the reputation of our country is rapidly going
down.

Now gentlemen I am not going to take up much more of your
time, We have 4,000 Hindus in the “rovince of British Columbia

today and we have 350 more here at our dooPe They are not

Knocklng as has been saild- they came over here and said we are
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ooming in without knotking., It was given out on good authoriiy
that there was another body on the way. We know that thousandes
of dollars of good British Columbia money are behind this great
big scheme. We know they have the mill industry within theilr
power., We have conditions before us today and I think it is up
to us as Canadians with the greatest country in the wazxig whole
world, to protect ourselves and say they will not come 1in

(applause),

Now Mr, Mayor, ladies and gentlemen Mr, Ralph Smith a good
friend of mine will second this motion showing that it is not a
pdiitioal question, I thank you ladies and gentlemen for your

attention.

MR, RALPH SMITH.

Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, there are some
questions connected with this case that are larger than the best
interests of all parties. Party CGovernment has done a great deal
for reform- a great deal to strengthen the force of representative
government of every description., I do not think that the time has
arrived when we can do without party government. It is the best
machinery we have, but there are issues that arise, national in
their oharacter, intensely acute as they af ect the human race, that
work for the obliteration at any rate temporarily, of party
consideration,

Now I always profess whether I really do or not, to respect
The opinions of my opponents.0f course I respect them best
when they come c¢losest %o my own. I would be foolish for me to
say that I have common opinions with the good Member for Ottawa im
this oity on general principles, but I want to say to this large
audlence I came here to-night unsolicited and uninvited by any plan
except the request of the Mayor when I arrived. I was so suspicious

that there might be interwoven some little political partyism

/]
th-t I thought I would oome and take a look to seec what wae going
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to happen, I am here, ladies and ecentlemen in favor of Mr,
Stevens the member of this city, that no word has Dbeen uttered
by him tonight that could be construed as having any suspicion
of political partyism whatever (applause) and I heartily

second the resolution that has been presented U0 this audience,
One thing pleases me, however, very much tonight¥. I was eleven
years in Parliament myself- I knew the difficulties of impressing
BEastern men without a Western experience, with jus® exactly what
these questions meant to the Pacific Coast. Year after year 1
fought the battles in the THouse and out of 1% in favor of the
greatest pngsible restriction against every class of Oriental
immigration, My good old friend dead and gone, Mr. George
Maxzwell, for many years did the same thing. For 20 years this
Province has been trying to educate the people of the Hast on
the importance of this question as it stands associated with the
great interests of the people of the West (hear hear) and I am
pleased tonight to hear my good friend Mr. Stevens say that after
all it is a matter of education= that they do not see things as
we see them~ that @t is utterly impossible to get them %o

take our viedeint. One of the methods of educating tThese
gentlemen is to have unanimity on this question in British
Columbia (hear hear). One of the methods of getting the

Bastern people to know that we are in earnest is to obliterate
for the time being on this particularx gquestion issues that we
consider important so far as petty maXimims politics are
concerned (hear hear). Another thing I am reminded of in the
gspeech of Mr, Stevens is that the law against Orientals today is
g00d, I was a2 member of the House when the regulation that

Mr, Stevens has referred to in the Immigration Act was passed.
It was placed there for the very specifio purpose that certain
important conditions might arise which have arisen in the

¢ity and harbor of Vanocouver, whereby it wa.s important for the

Government of this country by an Order=-in-Council to act supremely
without the authority of any court in this country (hear hear).

I am glad to know that my friend Mr, Stevens was generous enough



to admit the interpretation that the Liberals intended to Dbe
put on that Section., The law, Mr. Chairman, is absolutely clear
on the two pointes., These provisions were placed there years ago,
placed there to some extent by my own influence as a representative
of this “rovince., Two things are clear~~that circumstances

in regard to this olass of Immigration, or any other

immigration, may arise in this country that makes it
imperative that the ruling of the Covernor by an Order-in-Council
could stand against any judicial consideration (hear hear)
and I Think you will agree with me that that particular occasion
has arisen (hear hear), and if it has arisen and the Section of
the A0t is oclear it is the duty of the Government this
resolution calls upon to put into operation the laws already
existing (applause) The second part of the law is especially
applicable to the Hindus. It was put there to exactly meet their
case, that no one could be admitted into this country that did
not come direct from the place of their birth. That resolution
has been there for years—that resolution has been successful
for years— that resolution has been known to the authorities
in India for years, The men who have used their influence
to bring about this immigration at the present time have known
as much as you and I know at the present time, ladies and
gﬁntleman of Canada, about the lwws of this country, and ought
nét these laws to be honored by all classes of people without
regard o personal interest (hear hear)? Is it not important
in this country that when a Government and Parliament has declared
?hat certain things ought to be, whatever may be the selfish
peorsonal interests of a few people that ought to be the rule and

iﬁw in this country (hear hear) and if we are good British

“gubjects we will respect the law, when a representative

government 1in British countiry says that things ought to dbe and
declare it in statute every good ocitizen will be willing and a
anxious to conform to that deliberation (hear hear). I want to

say to you ladies and gontdemon there is a species of anarchy
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in this proposition which would instantly be subdued by the
pedple of this country if we had white people perpetvating the
game thing, The law of this country Says gertein things must nov
be, The law of this country is being defied and the man who

advises it= even at his own personal interest= is an anarchiset

e

in spirit (applause). *~m\

I think the voice of this meeting will strengthen the
hands of our friend Mr, Stevens, Ve are 11 alike when it ocomes
to the interests of the peonlo of this couniry (hoar hear), We
are all slike when we want the white races to have sufficient
opportunity to live ( hear hear), Ve are all glike when we
'n#ﬁititaly rafnna to allow any species of compotition '
tnfﬁntcr'inta the leobors of white men that will bring about
q’ﬁiltinna that will degrade them down to the level of an
muntnl (applause)}. We are all allke when it comes to maintaining

;f'thgyiﬁandtrd of British education and British civilization, and

;;1
‘j/‘ there is no guch thing gentlemen as expecting any of these groat
B

/ . N I

Trﬁﬁﬂith if the white men of this country have to be brought into
/ i :
=q .ﬁ&?iﬂﬂﬁ competition with Orientals, As & man with public

oy i -
L\%Lrﬁgpqnaibilitiaa I am sober-minded enough to remember the

s -

XA ﬁ#ifiaﬂltien-in the way of the Imperial Government who have %0

AN\
4
q

‘assume the 1ntrlhiﬂiﬁﬂ, the delicate situation of controlling

' the people whom they do control, but I want to say this in

"'-.h-h-m“"
- .

answer to that and I say it feeling the responsibility of every
g public position in thisg counntry-=Canada hae no responsibility with

£ regard to the managoment of business in India,==that 1is entirely

an Imperial question (hear hear), No real British subject will

go out of his way to make unnecegsary complications but correspond=
ing with the exclusive right of Britain to manage the affairs of
India= corresponding with that right is the exclusive authority

of Canada to pass her own laws (great applause). Let me say to

you, ladies and gentlemen, the strength of real British

-20-
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loyalty to the British Crown and flag consists in the

faet that Znglishmen, Irishmen, Velshmen and Scotsmen and

every dfner countryman from F“urope th:.t comes into this

great coulltry realizes that in this great Dominion is authorized
by Parliament of Britain to oconduct his own business 1in tThe bes#
interests of the country. Now sir just whgt we are asking fore=
we think it is a serious danger to this part of the Dominion
that we should not be permitted to enforce our own regulations,
and the object of this great assembly is to back up that
intelligent resolution which is asking the only authority in a
question of jurisdiction betweon ’rarliaments that could be
decided by lawyers. The thing is absolutely plain and clear
that if these people are to_be kept out they must be kept out

by the Dominion authorities, The Dominion authority has put the
machinery in motion and tonight we get in behind the Member of
this c¢city and we say~- "Use your influence and we are with you

to get the authority at Ottawa to carry it out." (great applause).

/HAYOR BAXTER:; Ladies and gentlemen as there was consideradble

S,
S

7 fnnise when This resolution was read in the first place I will

' read it again (reads) As there are many standing I am going

fa ask for a show of hands (Carried)

(Meeting concluded)



