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"Right-thinking people know that 
the natives of Hindtlstan . .. should 
not be allowed into the country 
except for circus purposes." 

- The Vancouver Sun, 
June 18, 1914. 

By KIM BOLAN 

A S THE early morning sun-
light eased its way over the 

orth Shore mountains 75 
years ago Monda y, a 

rather weathered steamer full of 
coal and carrying 376 would-be 
Canadians silently cut the seas into 
Burrard Inlet. 

Escorted by immigration skiffs 
and police cruisers, the Komagata 
Maru on its second day in Canad-
ian waters was already a prisoner 
and its passengers' fate deter-
mined. 

But it wasn't until two months 
later-with thousand1s of Vancou-
ver residents waving a hostile 
goodbye from the wood piers of the 
city's waterfront - that the half-
starved Ea t Indians aboard the 
ves el were escorted out to sea by 
Canada's HMS Rainbow. 

Despite being British subjects, 
who should have been entitled to 
enter Canada, and de pite fighting 
hard against legislation that politi-
cians openly admitted was to 
"keep Canada a white man's coun-
try," few aboard the Komagata 
Maru ever touched Canadian soil. 

Because those aboard were 
thought to be anti-British, when 
the ship arrived back in India Brit-
ish police fired upon the group, 
killing and injuring dozens of peo-
ple. 

. "At the time, the politicians 
thought they had a legitimate right 
to discriminate against East 
Indians," said Charan Gill, presi-
dent of the B.C. Organization to 
Fight Racism. 

Both Gill and ancou er lawyer 
and Canadian Sikh Ujjal Do anjh 
were active in starting the Koma-

Racial injustice 
75 years ago 

gata Maru Foundation, one of 
several community organizations 
holding events over the next two 
months to mark the incident. · 

Hardial Atwal was just a toddler 
when his father, Balwant Singh,.a 
priest at the Vancouver Sikh tem-
ple, gave fiery speeches at Vancou-
ver's Dominion Hall about why 
those aboard the Komagata Maru 
should be allowed to tay. 

" It wasn't fair that they wouldn't 
let them in. They wanted all white 
immigrants. All they wanted were 
whites here," said Atwal, the first 
Sikh born in Canada who now lives 
with his family in Duncan. 

His father was one of a group of 
Sikhs who tried to communicate 
with the Komagata Maru passen-
gers using semaphore flags, since 
immigration officials would not let 
anyone, including lawyer J. 
Edward Bird, meet the passen-
gers. 

Richard Bird, a lawyer in Dun-
can, believes his grandfather took 
the unpopular stance at the time of 
defending the East Indians 
because he was a committed socia-
list and attacker of injustice. • Fred (Cyclone) Taylor had just 
led his team, the Vancouver Mil-

lionaires, to the city's first (and 
last) Stanley Cup. Still beaming 
from the historical victory, little 
did he know he was about to 
become involved in another part of 
history. 

"He was the superintendent of 
immigration for the port in 1914 
and of course the ship had arrived 
and caught everybody by sur-
prise ," his son, John Taylor, 
recalled this week from stories his 
famous father told him. 

"It was his job to convey the 
messages, whether they were 
good, bad or indifferent," said 
Taylor, a retired immigration law-
yer and former Conservative MP 
in the government of John Diefen-
baker. 

But he said despite the racism 
that prevailed among the politi-
cians who eventually ordered the 
ship back to India, his father felt 
the East Indians had not been 
treated fairly. 

At 92, shortly before his death, 
Fred Taylor got to meet a frail, 
elderly man who had been one of 
the survivors of the ordeal. 

On a trip from India in Septem-
ber 1976, Giani Kartar Singh put 
his two hands together in front of 

KOMAGAT A MARU: before it was driven away 

him in a typical Punjabi greeting 
when he met Taylor. 

''W 11 sir. How are you? A very 
diffi r nt coming to Canada this 
time, isn ' t it?" asked the spry 
hockey great. 

There was no hostility between 
the two. 

" I have completely forgotten 
that," said Singh. 

"We have all forgotten," Taylor 
replied. 

Rally to mark 
expulsion 

THE KOMAGATA MARU inci-
dent must be remembered to 

make sure such legislated racism 
never happens again, Indo-Canad-
ian community groups say. 

"The Komagata Maru is a sym-
bol of struggle against institution-
alized racism and also against for-
eign colonial power," said Gurnam 
Singh Sanghera, head of the East 
Indian Workers' Association. 

His group, along with the Van-
couver Khalsa Diwan Society and 
other community organizations, is 
planning a rally near Canada 
Place on the Vancouver water-
front July 23 - the day the 
steamer and its passengers were 
escorted to sea at gunpoint after 
being trapped two months in Van-
couver's waters. 

"At the time in Vancouver, Mus-
lims, Hindus and Sikhs united to 
defend the ship," Sanghera said. · 
"So the Komagata Maru also signi-
fies the unity of all the people from 
India." 

The city of Vancouver has 
agreed to install a commemorative 
plaque to mark the historic event. 

The cultural organization Van-
couver Sath has written a play and 
organized a photo exhibition that 
continues through next week in 
the Punjabi market at Main and 
49th. There will also be a perma-
nent marker of the incident at the 
Ross Street Temple, Khalsa 
Diwan spokesman Kanwal Neel 
said. 

All groups hope the anniversary 
will work to unite the Indo-Canad-
ian community, which has been 
split in recent years by political 
r ivalries and opposing views on 
the situation in India's Punjab. 

-Kirn Bolan 
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Activities Planned To Mark The Sad 
Tragedy Of Komagata Maru 

By Umendra Singh hunger, thirst and humiliation. 
Every country ;· has something in On July 23,1914, the Canadian 

its past which it should be ashamed gunboat, HMCS Rainbow, forcibly 
of. · pushed the Komagata Mam out from 

Usually, it has something to do the Vancouver Harbor. When the 
withracistpoliciesorwrongdoneto vessel arrived back in India, the 
a group of people of different race, British Colonial administration 
ethnic or religious background. wanted to arrest the passengers. A 

In Canada's case, the tragedy of riot ensued during which many men 
Komagata Mam is one of the dark were killed while others were ar-
chapters in its history. rested and locked up. 

May 23 marks the 75th anniver- To mark the tragedy of Komagata 
sary of the tragedy and a lot of Mam, the Khalsa Diwan Society 
activities are being planned to has organised a historical gathering 
commemorate the arrival of the at 12.30pm on Sunday, July 23, at 
steamer Komagata Mam in Van- Pier A, west of Canada Place, from 
couver. where the Komagata Mam was 

Earlier this century, Canada had a pushed out of the harbor, to unveil a 
refined policy of how to keep the permanent monument 
colored people, especially Asians · An Akhand Path will be held at the 
from India and China, out of this SikhTemplefromJuly21 toJuly23 
country. In case of Chinese, there and on July 23 a permanent monu-
was an expensive and humiliating ment will be unveiled at 8000 Ross 
head tax. Street at 10am. This will be fol-

. , d for East Indians to arrive in lowed by a historical presentations 
.. , country, they had to travel di- by Professor Hugh Johnston and 
rectly to Canada from their home- Giani K. Singh. 
land, without stopping, which in In honor of those who starved on 
those times was virtually impos-
sible. Otherwise, they were not 
allowed to live in Canada although 
East Indians were as much a part of 
the British Empire as anyone else in 

· Canada. They were all British sub-
jects. BUCKINGHAM 

RESTAURANT 
FISH & CHIPS 
#7 - 3003 KINGSWAY 

(at Rupen) 
Vancouver, B.C. VSR 5J6 

Ph. 435-2353 

board the Komagata Mam, dona-
tions will be made to Food Banks 
across Canada during the week of 
July 9-16 and requests have been 
made to the City of Vancouver and 
the Province ofBC to make July 23, 
1989, the Komagata Maru Day. 

Articles will be published and dis-
tributed in English and Punjabi to 
make people aware of the tragedy 
and an exhibition is being organ-
ised. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for The 
Progressive Inda-Canadian Com-
munity Services Society (P.I.C.S.). 
Mr Charan Gill, said the Society 
will hold an indoor rally at 2pm on 
May 28 at North Delta Secondary 
School at 8270 - 114 th S treet,Del ta, 
to mark the 75th anniversary of the 
tragedy. 

There will be a photo exhibition 
with slide display of historic pic-
tures with a running commentary . 
Everyone is welcome. 

I 

Announce 
for the prac 

"KENNEDY HEIG 
8657 - 120th St. (( 

Appointments 
(English, 

To challenge this racist policy of 
the Canadian government, a group 
of Indians, led by a Sikh, Gurdit 
Singh, decided to charter a boat, 
Komagata Maro, and come directly 
to Canada. A total of 340 Indians ( 
340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims and 12 Hin-
dus) left on board the Komagata 
Mam and arrived in Vancouver on 
May 23, 1914. 

Although everyone on board had 
relatives and friends living and 
working in Canada, immigration 
officials refused to let them land 
except a few who could prove that 
they had previously been living in 
Canada. 
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The Voyage Of Komagata Maru 
By Prof. Kartar Singh MA 

Baba Gurdit Singh of Sarhali, District Amritsar, had 
migrated to Malaya States, now called Malaysia, some 
thirty years before. He had established himself there as a 
merchant. He was iooked up to by his countrymen for his 
age and experience in the East. He learnt that the Cana-
dian Government's Immigration Laws against the Indian 
had been suspended in consequence of the Supreme 
Court's verdict. He knew that in places like Hong Kong 
and Shanghai, there were many people eager to go to the 
country. He decided to helphis countrymen by making 
arrangements to take them there. 

Accordingly, he gave up his lucrative business in 
la t K.ong in the first week of 

January 1914, and began to ma ana ments for 
taking his countrymen to Canada. At first SOIDle shipping 
companies agreed to take Indians to Canada,, but they 
soon withdrew the promise. Thereby the onl <e:ourse left 
to Sikhs in the East was to charter a ship of th ·· r own, at 
any cost and settle the immigration question o~ and for 
all. 

"They trusted the judgment of the Court, 
and believed that there would be no difficu-
lty about getting admission into the coun-
try.,, 

Baba Gurdit Singh wanted to leave nothing to chance. 
Keeping in view the "continuous-voyage" clause in the 
Canadian Immigration Law, he proposed to start direct 
from Calcutta after a ship was chartered. In negotiating 
with different companies in Singapore he had to spend 
about a month there. But the intending immigrants 
wanted to be quick and reach Canada before the Domin-
ion Parliament met and enacted the Immigration Law 
afresh. They must have heard by this time that the 
Governor-General of Canada had, on January 7, 1914, 
issued another order-in-council, identical with the one 
already declared invalid by the Supreme Court, but they 
trusted the judgment of the Court, and believed that there 
would be no difficulty about getting admission into the 
country, or hoped to win their cause legally, as their 
brethren had done before. 

Therefore the intending immigrants wired to him at 
Singapore on January 29, urging him not to go to Cal-
cutta, but to come and start a vessel d_irect from Hong 
Kong to Vancouver. He reached Hong Kong accord-
ingly. 

Guru Nanak Jahaz 
After trying many Chinese companies at Hong Kong, 

he chartered, on March 24, 1914 a ship named the S.S. 
Kamagata Maru from a Japanese Company for 6 
months at $11,000 dollars a month. The ship was 
renamed the Guru Nanak Jahaz. The hire was to be paid 
in installments, the last one being due after two months 
from the commencement of the charter. It was clearly 
stated in the charter that the ship would be taken to 
Canada. 

Baba Gurdit Singh issued tickets to a large number of 
the intending immigrants; but many of them were not 
able to pay their fare, and executed notes for the amounts 
payable, as is evident from the fact that noted for nearly 
24,000 dollars, executed by various passengers on this 
account were found afterwards in the ship. As recorded 
in the Report of Enquiry Committee appointed by the 
Government, "Majority of them were poor men who 
had saved but little and many had sacrificed all they had 
in the way of saving to pay their expenditure incurred by 
the voyage. There is also evidence to prove that many 
gave up regular service and appointments in which they 
were receiving good pay in Hong Kong, Shanghai, and 
elsewhere to embark on this disastrous voyage. 

The ship was to start on the 27th March 1914, but on 
the 25th the Baba Sahib was arrested by the Hong Kong 
police and put in confinement without any charges being 
brought against him. Most of the intending passengers 

Kom11tgata ,Mtuu On A rrival In Vancouver May 23, 1914 

were frightened away. Only 165 out of 500 or more were 
ready to start. When, after a great deal of trouble, the case 
was withdrawn, the Governor refused to sign the 
ance certificate. The Baba sahib strongly protested to the 
Governor against this illegal detention, and represented 
that he was being put to a great loss. The acting Gover-
nor, who turned out to be an old friend of Baba Gurdit 
Singh, admitted in an interview that he had detained the 
ship because he had, six days before, wired for instruc-
tions to the Canadian Government at Ottawa and the 
Indian authorities in London, and was expecting their 
reply. After waiting in vain for a reply, the Governor 
allowed the ship to start on April 4, 1914. He also 
promised to move the Governments of Canada and India 
to help the Baba Sahib. 

"The progress of the Komagata Maru was 
reported in British Colombian papers as "a 
mounting Oriental invasion" of Canada. 

The ship proceeded to Shanghai where it halted for 
five days and took in 111 new passengers. From 
Shanghai the ship proceeded to Moji , where 86 mote 
passengers were taken on board. At Yokohama 14 new 
passengers were added. From Y okihama the ship pro-
ceeded to Canada with 3 76 men, out of whom only 25 
were Muhammedans and the rest were Sikhs. 

The progress of the Komagata Maru was reported in 
British Colombian papers as a "mounting Oriental inva-
sion" of Canada. The ship touched the shores of Canada 
on May 21, and anchored off Victoria. A thorough 
checking of the steamer was done at the Victoria Qua-
rantine Station, and it proceeded on and reached Van-
couver on May 23. Here the tussle began. 

The Canadian Immigration authorities held up the 
ship at some distance from the coast, and placed it under 
a strong guard in launch boats. Only the ship's doctor 
and its Japanese captain were admitted, as they had 
established secret wrongful contacts with the authorities · 
against the Baba Sahib. The other passengers, in spite of 
repeated. protests, were not allowed to land. 

Ship Held In Sea 
If the coastal authorities had decided to proceed 

strictly according to law, they should have allowed Baba 
Gurdit Singh and his personal staff to disembark as 
non-immigrants, for he was a merchant who had come 
with his ship to touch the coast temporarily. Then·. they 
should have put the remaining passengers in the Immi-
gration shed and held a regular enquiry into each indi-
vidual case, to see if the person _could be accepted as an 

immigrant under the immigration Law in force at the 
time. The ship should have been released. But nothing ot 
the sort was done. The attitude of the Immigration offic-
ers of Canada may be gathered from the following 
recorded words of one of them: 
"The Hindus on board the ship came to this country 
deliberately, attempting to force their presence on a 
people who do not wish them". 

From the l~t.Juneonwards the Immigration authori-
ties began to take one passenger after another to the coast 
and leisurely examined each case before a Board of 
Enquiry. This was done simply to cause delay. The 
authorities were informed by the Japanese captain of the 
ship that Baba Gurdit Singh had to pay the last instal-
lment of his ship rent by the 4th June, failing which he 
would lose his ship and incur an enormous loss. They 
decided, therefore, to see to it that he be put to all that 
loss. 

It may be stated here that, as a result of the above said 
examination of each case by the Enquiry Board, 23 
passengers who could prove their Canadian domicile 
were allowed to land. 

The Immigration authorities refused to let Baba Gur-
dit Singh sell his cargo and realize money thereby, or to 
correspond with his countrymen on the coast who had 
formed a committee to help his. Even his legal adviser 
was not allowed to go on board the ship. 

Indian Government Unhelpful 
At the end of May, the provisions ran dry and the 

passengers began to starve; but, in spite of protests from 
Baba Gurdit singh, the Immigration department would 

"But beyond acknowledging the receipt of 
the Diwan's representation, the Govern-
ment of India gave no assurance of help." 

not help him, nor allow him to go to the shore and make 
his own arrangements. He had to wire to the King 
Emperor in London and the Governor-General of Can-
ada at Ottawa, before he was allowed relief on that score. 
He also wired to the Chief Khalsa Diwan, Amritsar, to 
move the Indian Government for aid. But beyond 
acknowledging the receipt of the Diwan's representation, 
the Government of India gave no assurance of help. 

The next instalment will be published in 
next issue. 
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What's 
Happening 

BY 
PROMOD PURI 

B.C. Govt. Refuses To 
Recognise Komagata Maru 

"The simple answer is nothing" wereadamantnottoallowtheenter-
was certainly an unconcerned and prising Indians who had chartered 
ill-mannered reply from B.C. Tour- the Japanese steamer. 
ism Minister, Bill Reid, when he The defiant Punjabis refused to 
was asked in the legislature on May leave the V ancouvershoreand drove 
23 about government plans to rec- off a midnight, 150-member strong 
ognize the infamous Komagata police raid. 
Mam tragedy. After a dramatic two-month stand 

New DemocratMLA, Moe Sihota, off, the Canadian government de-
who posed the question to the Min- ployed its war ship "Rainbow" to 
ister, was shocked that the ruling push the Komagata Mam with its 
Socredgovernmenthasrejectedout- Indian passengers out into the open 
of-hand any plans to acknowledge sea. 
the disgraceful treatment of the · The Indians were not allowed into 
Indian passengers aboard the Canada because the government had 
Komagata Mam ship 75 years ago. a whites-only immigration policy. 

The 1914 Komagata Maru inci- And upon their return to India 
dent remains one of the most ex- they were considered anti-British. 
traordinary shameful · events in The colonial police fired upon the 
Canadian ethnic history. returningpassengers,killingandip-

At the Vancouver Harbor on may juring several of them. 
25 that year, 376 Indians, mostly The Komagata Maru incident is a 
Sikhs, on the Japanese steamer touchingchapterofourenterprising 
Komagata Mam, challenged the history in Canada. It exposed the 
racist Canadian immigration pol- racist immigration policies of the 
icy. Canadian government, who in order 

The Indians entered the Canadian to totally block the Indian migra-
shore legally as British subjects and tion, promulgated an absurd rule 
demanded to be accepted as immi- that these British subjects have to 
grants. travel non-stop thousands of miles 

Among the passengers in the ship to enter Canada. 
were many ex-British army person- The two-month saga of the Indi-
nel, their family members and other ans at the Vancouver Harbor left a 
loyalists to the Raj. However, the permanent scar of racism against 
Canadian immigration authorities Asian immigrants. 

THE LINK 
The Vancouver Sun in a recent ar-

ticle "Racial injustice 75 years ago" 
by reporter Kim Bolan, quotes that 
the Sun in its June 18, 1914 edition 
expressed its racist thinking in the 
following words: 

"Right-thinking people know that 
the natives of Hindustan ... should 
not be allowed into the country 
except/or circus purposes." 

Will the Sun newspaper apologise 
for its derogatory remarks? Perhaps 
not, in the name of freedom of speech 
and expression. 

And so far as the provincial re-
sponse is concerned, its official no 
torecognizetheeventis"compound-
ing the injustice and bigotry that 
was carried out by the Canadian 
government against the passengers 
of the Komagata Maru," said Sihota 
in a statement. 

"The Indo-Canadian community 
is simply seeking an acknowledge-
ment of that injustice-a commemo-
rative that will act as a reminder that 
this kind of racism must never hap-
pen again. 

"Instead, the Socreds have insulted 
this community by uncategorically 
rejecting any kind of acknowledge-
ment," said Sihota. 

Whereas the provincial govern-
ment must be condemned for its in-
different and unsympathetic feel-
ings toward the Indo-Canadian com-
munity, the City of Vancouver must 
be acclaimed for its reported deci-
sion to install a commemorative 
plaque to mark the historic event. 
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Sihota inciting Sikhs, premier says 
By GARY MASON 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Premier Bill Vander 
Zalm accused New Democrat MLA Moe 
Sihota Tuesday of inciting tensions in 
B.C.'s Sikh communit . 

The charge followed a fierce and 
sometimes bitter debate in the legisla-
ture between the two over provincial 

Vander Z~lm staying, B2 
funding for a commemorative plaque in 
honor of the 75th anniversary of the 
Ko magata Maru ' landing in B.C. 
waters. 

The boat, filled with Ea t Indian refu-
gee , wa turned back by B.C. authori-
ties, said Sihota, an Indo-Canadian him-
self, marking a "tragic" event in the 
province' and the country's history. 

Sihota told the legislature he wa 
appalled the government had decided 
not to allot funds for a plaque. 

That prompted Vander Zalm to accuse 

Komagata Maru. 
plaque debated 
Sihota of making the statements simply 
to get them on the record so he could dis-
tribute copies of the debate to members 

·of the Indo-Canadian community. 
"I'm satisfied that's what you have in 

mind. I would suggest that you're using 
your position, your heritage and this 
assembly abusively," Vander Zalm told 
the legislature. 

Vander Zalm said instead of govern-
ment funding a plaque, Sihota should 
make a personal contribution to have 
one made. He said it shouldn't always be 
government that funds memorials. 

Sihota said it was important for the 
government to recognize "that an injus-
tice occurred 75 years ago and to estab-
lish some type of commemorative , 
swearing that it would never happen 

again." 
Sihota said he would mail out Vander 

Zalm's comments to the Indo-Canadian 
community so they understood who they 
were dealing with when they wrote to 
the premier requesting "about $2,000" 
for a commemorative. 

Outside the legislature, Vander Zalm 
called Sihota's comments and decision 
to mail out copies of the debate "despic-
able." 

"He's trying to incite ill will from that 
community against the government," 
said V ander Zalm. 

"It's a bunch of garbage for someone 
to stand up there and say otherwise with 
a view to get on the record and circulat-
ing it to one particular group because 
that causes ill-feelings within the 
groups." 

Sihota, meantime, said he found 
Vander Zalm's remarks offensive. 

"I think he's totally out of touch with 
reality." 

THI! LINK 

VANDER ZALM 

SIHOTA 
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The offensive statement by the 
government backbencher not only 
shocked the Chinese-Canadian 

) community, but other freedom-lov-
ing British Columbians, including 
many in his own multi-racial riding 

ment' s flat refusal to recognise the demonstrated his motives are based 
Komagata Maru tragedy simply more on reasons than race. 

What's 
Happening. 

BY 
PROMOD PURI :,ijf --""'I : ~;r~?r'.jlj1;Ei;~ 

L---,----~-.~..,...,_,.==-___,,.,.....,-,=---,..--------.......,......~,--~ .. · during the~ academic pursuits they 

Socred MLA Seeks Expulsion also absorb and feel the freedom. 
which this country rightly boasts 

Of Ch·1nese Students about. To restrict their democratic 
activities is to kill their feelings. 

After noticing a very sympathetic part in a rebellion or a revolution in 
public response to several peaceful theirowncountry,"saidFtaserwhile 
rallies by Chinese students along repeating his suggestion outside the 
with the Chinese community in legislature later. 
Vancouver recently, and prime He in a way suggested that thepriv-
minister Brian Muroney' s promise ilege of holding peaceful demon-
to extend visas for Chinese students strations is limited to Canadians 
in Canada, the Vancouver South only. 
SocredMLA,RussFraser,mustnow "If you're a citizen of Canada and 
be feeling somewhat embarrassed you live here and you want to have 
with his statement in the B.C. Leg- a march around or a demonstration, 
islature May 30 that Chinese stu- that'sfine.Butwhenyou'revisiting 
dents in Canada should be sent home our country as a guest and going to 
if they publicly demonstrate against our universities as a guest, then you 
their own government. don't have the privileges of citizen-
Fraser strongly suggested to the ship that the rest of us do and you 're 

government that students from notentitled,in my view, to attack or 
China studying in Canadian institu- defame our reputation in any way," 
tions should be told they can't hold according to Russ Fraser. 
demonstrations in this democratic Seeking freedom and democracy 
country and, if they don't listen, for Chinese masses certainly does 
they should be sent home. not defame the Canadian reputation 
"I don't think visiting students ofanationwherethereisfreedomof 

should use Canada as a base to take speech and expression. 

Russ Fraser's "insensitivity" did 
not get any support even from his 
own party, and that explains that he 
did not pursued his offensive sug-
gestion. Otherwise, he must have 
realized that he made a fool of 
himself. 

.- ... 
B.C. Premier Bill Vander Zalm 

and the rest of his party colleagues 
must realize that MLA Moe Sihota 
is a very respectable and admired 
member of the Indo-Canadian 
community. For us he's more than a 
mere politician belonging to the 
opposition N.D.P. He's the pride of 
the community, a "bright jewel'' 
giving a shining example of our 
presence in this multi-racial Cana-
dian society. 
The Premier's accusation in the 

B.C. legislature June 14 that Moe 
Sihota is using his position and 
heritage to cash in on the govern-

1 

shows V ander Zalm 's ability to Ad . . I 
"stoop that.low" and which should : _ VertlSlnQ n : 
not be tolerated by the community. • Th L • k 
When it com~s to matters of public : e In : 
interest Moe Sihota has clearly : Ph. 876-9300 : 

• 
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Big Rally In Memory 
of Komagata Maru 

More than 500 people attended a 
rally held at the North Delta Senior 
Secondary School in memory of the 
376 Komagata Maru passengers 
who were unfairly detained in Van-· 
couver harbour from May 21 to July 
23, 1914. . 
The rally was organised by the 

Progressive Indo-Canadian Com-
munity Services Society (P.1.C.S.). 
A photo exhibition by Vancouver 
Sath and a slide presentation by 
Ajmer Rode were the highlights. 

not successful in their bid to enter 
Canada, they made an enormous 
impact. In face of great provoca-
tion, these passengers showed re-
markable unity and tenacity. In the 
end, however, they were escorted 
out of Canadian waters by a gun-
boat, Prof. Johnston said. 
A spokesman for P.I.C.S., Mr. 

Charan Gill, said: "It is our duty to 
remember history as well as to 
educateourchildren.""Weareproud 
' \~ ,... .. _ .. ~,.. ..... t -ya,~ ... 4',_ - - -# : .ll .- ..;_ -~ - - --
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Premier determined to lead to election 
By GARY MASON 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Premier Bill 
Vander Zalm hopes the question i 
now behind him. 

That is, he hopes people will stop 
asking him whether he's going to be 
leading the Socreds into the next 
provincial election. 

Over the last few months, Vander 
Zalm has been followed by the ques-
tion everywhere he's gone. Depend-
ing on his mood, he either played coy 
- suggesting his future was up in the 
air - or would say he was going to 
run in the next election and the elec-
tion after that, which few believed. 

But Vander Zalm watchers seem 
to agree that the controversial pre-
mier ha made up his mind - he's 
staying. 

On the weekend, Vander Zalm 
told a Social Credit annual general 
meeting in Williams Lake he would 
be leading the party into the next 
election and for another five years 
after that. 

Asked Tuesday if it was - as 
observers are suggesting - the final 
word on whether he was staying or 
going, Vander Zalm said yes, it is the 
final word and he hopes everyone 
accepts that. 

"I always had it in mind to go the 
next election . .. I never had any 
personal doubts. I just felt that as a 
premier you don't go talking about 
those sorts of things, you gotta leave 
them guessing," Vander Zalm said. 

" But frankly , everybody was 
guessing I was going to quit and the 
media was playing it up as though I 
wa going to quit so I thought I'd bet-

ter straighten it out (in William 
Lake)." 

Tonight, the Socred caucus will be 
holding a special meeting to discus , 
among other items on the agenda, 
the latest Decima poll com mi -
sioned by the Socred party. Vander 
Zalm said he's seen it and it's "all 
good news." 

The premier, who once said he 
didn't believe in polls, admitted that 
even discouraging poll results would 
not change his mind about remain-
ing as leader. 

''I've never even thought of what it 
is that could change my mind. I sup-
pose i fl had a heart attack . . . . But I 
intend to proceed to victory." 

NDP's Sihota inciting Sikhs, premier says 
By GARY MASON 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Premier Bill 
Vander Zalm accused New Demo-
crat MLA Moe Sihota Tuesday of 
inciting tensions in B.C.'s Sikh 
community. 

The charge followed a fierce and 
sometimes bitter debate in the 
legislature between the two over 
provincial funding for a commemo-
rative plaque in honor of the 75th 
anniversary of the Komagata 
Maru's landing in B.C. waters. 

The vessel, filled with East 
Indian refugees, was turned back 
by B.C. authorities, said Sihota, an 
Indo-Canadian himself, marking a 

"tragic" event in the province's 
and the country's history. 

Sihota told the legislature he was 
appalled the government had 
decided not to allot funds for a 
plaque. 

That prompted Vander Zalm to 
accuse Sihota of making the state-
ments simply to get them on the 
record so he could distribute copies 
of the debate to members of the 
Indo-Canadian community. 

"I'm satisfied that's what you 
have in mind. I would suggest that 
you're using your position, your 
heritage and this assembly abusi-
vely," Vander Zalm told the house. 

Sihota said it was important for 

the government to recognize "that 
an injustice occurred 75 years ago 
and to establish some type of com-
memorative, swearing that it would 
never happen again." 

Sihota said he would mail out 
Vander Zalln's comments to the 
lndo-Canadian community so they 
understood who they were dealing 
with when they wrote to the pre-
mier requesting "about $2,000" for 
a commemorative. 

Outside the legislature, Vander 
Zalm called Sihota's comments and 
decision to mail out copies of the 
debate "despicable." 

"He's trying to incite ill will 
from that community." 
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Premier Asked To Change His 
. . . 

Stance On Komagata Maru Tragedy 
LetterfromKhalsaDiwanSociety at the insensitivity your Govern-. Government commemorate the in-

of Vancouver to B.C. Premier Bill · menthasshowninthecommemora- cident. We subsequently followed 
Vander 2:alm on the issue of tion of the 75th anniversary of the this meeting with another letter on 
Komagata Maru incident. KOMAGATAMARUINCIDENT. April 16, 1989 requesting three 

June 16, 1989 
Premier Bill Vander Zalm, 
Premier of British Columbia, 
Legislative Building, 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8V 1X4 
Dear Premier V ander Zalm, 
Our society along with the rest of 

the Sikh community across Canada 
are deeply concerned and shocked 

We had made a request to you and items: 
the Government of British Colom- 1) Proclaim July 23, 1989 to be 
biainwritingonMarch23, 1989to KOMAGATA MARU Day (copy 
unveil a monument commemorat- · of proclaimation was attached). 
ing this reprehensible incident. This · 2) The Province of British Colum-
request was followed by a meeting bia unveil a permanent monument 
withrepresentativesofdifferentSikh on this historic day. 
societiesonyourvisittoGwuNanak 3) You attend the historical gath-
Sikh Temple, Surrey on April 26, eringonJuly23,atPierA(westof 
1989. You assured them at that time CanadaPlace)asan honouredguesL 
that you will certainly have the After reading the debates of the 

· Legislative Assembly of May 23, 
1989 I was shocked at Hon. Mr. 
Reid's response to Mr. Sihota's · 
simple question on the commemo-

. rative recognition of the 
KOMAGATAMARUincident We 
followed this unfairresponse by the 
Government with a letter to Hon. 
Bil1ReidonMay25, 1989. Wehave 
yet to receive a reply from him. 

Our pride and historical heritage 
in British Columbia was hurt even 
more when after the debate of the 
Legislative Assembly of June 13, 
1989 you accused Mr. Sihota for 
inciting tensions in B.C. Sikh com-
munity. On the contrary, we have 
been asking your government to . 

. commemorate this dark event in 
· Canadian history in a positive man-

ner for the last three months, but 
your refusal is inciting tensions. 
Your government's refusal to the 
requests made by various Indo-
Canadian organi7.ations to place a 
commemorative plaque definitely 
shows your intentions. Our society 
which has been in existence since 
1906 and with a membership of 
over 20,000 had~ three simple 
requests as outlined above. But your 
Government overlooked our re-
quests and· decided to grant the 
Komagata Marn Foundation of 
Canada "a fly by night" organiza-
tion which has a membership of 
only a handful ( 
nitel does NOT represent the Indo-
canadian community) the task of 
preparing a video. 

The KOMAGATA MARU inci-
dent of 1914 finds justices done by 
the then Dominion of Canada, the 
Province of British Columbia, and 
the City of Vancouver. There is 
written documentation in the ar-
chives substantiating these facts. We 
urge you to reconsider your stand . 
and join the other levels of govern-
ment in commemorating the tragic 
incident 

The Sikhs of British Columbia 
1 h_ave cQntributed positively to this 
, province, and Canada for over 90 
. years. Ourrequestissimplytocom-
memorateourroots and existence in 

• Canada. Our society being the first 
· Indo-Canadian society in Canada 
· has been given the unique honour to 

,-, coordinate the commemoration of 
·_ the KOMAGATA MARU incident 
· by over 100 Sikh societies across 
Canada.. We have taken positive 
steps as donations will be made to 
Food Bariks across Canada during 
the week of July 9 - 16, 1989 in rec-

, ognition of the starvation and the 
, humiliation that the passengers had 
to go through in Vancouver. 

As a goodwill gesture we feel that 
it is imperitive that you meet our 
three requests outlined above. Please 
respond to our genuine requests at 
your earliest as our advertising 
deadline is 10 days. 

Yours truly, 
Bikar Singh Dhillon, 
· President 
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Premier brought ugly tone to debate 
VICTORIA 

T HE QUESTION before the 
legislature wa - a simple 
one. Should B.C. put up a 
memorial to the episode 75 

years ago when a shipload of peo-
ple was detained two months in 
appalling conditions in Vancouver 
harbor? · 

It was not a partisan question. 
Socred Stephen Rogers spoke elo-
quently about the so-called Koma-
gata Maru incident last month, 
calling it "a day of national and 
provincial disgrace." New Demo-
crats have been persistent but 
polite in urging a memorial to that 
dark day. 

But a debate on the Komagata 
Maru memorial turned bitterly 
partisan Tuesday afternoon in the 
legislature and, before it ended, 
things had gotten quite ugly. 

New Democrat Moe Sihota 
began by asking whether the 
government would reconsider it 
earlier stand against funding the 
memorial: "It is not a very expen-
sive request, but it is a significant 
and meaningful one." Bill Reid, 
the cabinet minister in charge of 
multiculturalism, indicated there 
would be no change and Mr. Sihota 
turned up the heat: "This is one 
i sue about which every individual 

V A U G H N 

of Indo-Canadian per ua ion feels 
passionately about." 

Provoked by Mr. Sihota's com-
ments, Premier Bill Vander Zalm 
entered the debate: "For that 
member to stand up and suggest 
that something that happened 
before any of us in the house here 
were born is an event that we must, 
as people here today, somehow 
assume responsiblity for , I would 
suggest is an insult and simply an 
attempt by that member to make 
politics out of a very serious 
issue ... . I wo·uld suggest that 
you're using your position, your 
heritage and this assembly abusi-
el ." 
Hi heritage. Yes, as many peo-

ple are aware, Mr. Sihota is an 
Indo-Canadian, a member of the 

ame race as those poor people on 
the Komagata Maru. 

The premier wasn' t finished 
making racial allusions. He was 
quite familiar with the Indo-Can• 
adian community, he told the legis-
lature, and it wasn't like "them" to 
be asking for a government hand-
out: "They are a wonderfully hard-
working independent people who 
do not turn to government at every 
turn . ... That's why I don't believe 
the maj ority of them are N DP, 
frankly, I think very few are, only a 
few lost ones . . . maybe Mr. Mem-
ber you should consider setting the 
e~ample by contributing perso-
nally and asking others to do 
likewise." 

Mr. Sihota tried to maintain his 
control - "Does the premier 
understand that he and I can't 
change history, but that he and I 
can show that we have learned 
from the lessons of history?" - but 
he was haken by the accusation 
that he was motivated by race, not 
reason. 

The Socred weren' t helping 
cool things down. Cabinet minister 
Elwood Veitch: "Where's your 
muck rake?" Cabinet minister 
Tony Brummet: "You're trying to 
make it into a racist issue." The 
premier again: "Are you part of 
this harmony that B.C. and Canada 

is noted for, or are you simply 
attempting to incite a little bit of 
friction among the various cultural 
groups in this province'?" 

By this point the chairman of the 
debate, deputy speaker Austin 
Pelton, was practically begging the 
members to stop: "I think that with 
the best of motives from both sides 
we have embarked on a very rocky 
road ... things can be said, could 
be said, or maybe have been said 
that are really not appropriate." · 

Unfortunately neither side 
heeded the warning, and the 
debate continued in an intemper• 
ate vein for another half hour. 

Neither the Socreds nor the New 
Democrats distinguished them-
selves Tuesday afternoon, but BiH 
Vander Zalm bears a special 
responsibility for the ugly tone. 
He, the premier, the representa-
tive of us all, brought up the sub-
ject of race. . 

Mr. Sihota is, indeed, an Indo-
Canadian, the first to be elected to 
a legislature in this country. The 
fact of his race has often been 
pointed to with pride, but no one 
has ever accused Mr. Sihota of 
being motivated by race. No mem• 
ber of the legislature has even 
mentioned his race in a negati e 
way. No one has been willing to 
stoop that low. Until 
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Maru opportunity to assert their 
,leadership on the community. 

Whereas the Khalsa Diwan Soci-
1ety, which already existed in the 
year 1914, was seeking its rightful 
,recognition that it organized the 
much- needed support to the suffer-
ing passengers of the Komagata 
Mam ship, these handful individu-
als, who are experts in forming in-
stant organisations, were more inter-

K ested in extracting grants from vari-O mag at a Maru ouslevelsofgovernments. 
These individuals proved a big 

CO mm.em O rat,· On Beg ·, n S embarassment for the entire Indo-
Canadian community both in the 

· It was in early January this year from British soldiers resulting in B.C.Legislature, whereMoeSihota 
when Inda-Canadian activist and a several deaths. . fought for the provincial recogni-
researcher in Canadian Sikh move- To commemorate the event lion of the injuSlice done 75 years 
ment, Charan Gill, reminded the Ch~an Gill wrote to major Indo- ago, and in meetings with the Van-
community of the 75th anniversary Canadianreligiousandsocialgroups couver City council which is mak-
of the Komagata Maro tragedy, and of B.C. that, "we believe this inci- ing a proclamation and installiog a 
motivated various organisations and dent should not be forgotten. The memorial plaque to mark the trag-
individuals to come up with plans to Indo-Canadian community and-its edy · 
commemorate this important but sad friends should make fellow Canadi- Fortunately these handful of 
event of our history in Canada. ans aware of this historic incident "leaders" couldnotmake muchdent 

The1914incidentoftheKomagata andeducateindividuals onthehard- in dividing the community which 
_ Maru ship, which left a permanent ships of immigration and the reality has acknowledged the Khalsa Diwan 

scar of racism on the Canadian rul- of our fortunate position here · in Society to take up the leading role in 
ers, involved 376 Indian passen- Canada". observing the 75th anniversary of 
gers, all British subjects, who were Charan Gill's appeal got an in- the Komagata Mam tragedy. 
entitled to enter Canada legally. stant response, and soon commu- Meanwhile, The Link has learnt 
However, they were not allowed nity mobilisation began as how to that the provincial government has 

. into Canada because the govern- plan various activities to mark the either given or is on the verge of 
ment had a "whites-only" immigra- event giving thousands of dollars to one 
tion policy. After two months of As expected during various com- newly-born non-representative 
humiliation, the Indians were forced munity deliberations a handful of group to perform some activities 
into the open sea, and upon their perenial vested interest "leaders" concerning the Komagata Maru 
.. ""tnm to India they faced bullets mo·ved in to take up the Komagata incident. This-has produced a lot of 

resentment against this group and 
the B.C. government which has 
ignored well established and larger 
organisations. The grant seems to 
be given surreptitiously and with-
out consultation with community 
leaders. 

Meanwhile joining the com-
memoration is the Komagata Maru 
Historical Society, which claims on 
its letterhead the support of about 15 
leading Indo-Canadian associations 
and societies. Among the member 
organisations listed are the Akali 
Singh Sikh Society of Skeena Gurd-
wara, Vishwa Hindu Parishad of 
Burnaby Hindu Temple, Punjabi 
Market Association, Fiji Canada 
Association, Gujarati Society, B.C. 
Muslim Association and the Hindi-
Punjabi Seniors' Group. 

The Komagata Maru Historical 
Society, which has registered itself 

under the Society's Act of B.C., is 
seeking an umbrella-organisation 
status to undertake various activi-
ties commemorating the 75th anni-
versary of the incident. 

JUL V 15-31, 1989 
Vancouver." 

Among its declared objectives, 
the Komagata Maru Historical 
Society seeks "to commemorate the 
shameful and tragic event of the 
Komagata Mam ship in the Cana-
dian history, to keep its memory 
alive, and to transmit it to future 
generations; 

" to demand from the Canadian 
government a formal and unquali-
fied recognition that a gross injus-
tice was done to the passengers on 
Komagata Mam, and to seek ways 
for an honourable redress; 

"to celebrate the perseverance and 
growth of the community in Canada 
whose roots go back to the Indian 
sub-continent, the many achieve-
ments it has made in the many dec-
ades, and its contributions toward 
the . enrichment of the Canadian 
society." 

In one of its guiding principles 
the society, while recognising the 
importance of self-esteem and col-
lective dignity for the community, 
promises that it will not seek any 
funds from any level of government 
in Canada. It will rely on the com-
munity's own resources to carry out 
its many activities. 

The society plans· "to mobilize a 
campaign demanding that a perma-
nent place be secured in the Na-
tional Gallery in Ottawa where a 
commissioned mural or other piece 
of art be placed to commemorate the 
Komagata Maru. It also seeks "to -:Advertising In • 
mobilize community-wide re- • : 
sources in order to build a replica of • The Link • 
the original Komagata Maru ship as • • 
an item of permanent exhibition in .: Ph.• 876-9300 : 



THE WEST 

A monumental quest for ethnic votes 
al Heritage. But it was Premier Bill Vander 
Zalm who launched the bitterest counter-
attack.-"l would suggest that you're using 
your position, your heritage and this assem-
bly abusively," said the premier. He specu-Multicultural manoeuvring turns ugly in Victoria lated that Mr. Sihota was simply attempting 

21NANcouvER PUBLIC LIBRARY to "incite a little bit of friction 

All one has to do to un-
derstand why mul-
ticulturalism is now 

enshrined among British 
Columbia's political icons is 
to examine a few simple 
statisti cs. A quick glance rev-
eals th at each of th e 
province's last three elec-
tions has bee n won with a 
popular vote margin under 
7%. Juxtapose that with the 
fact that Chinese ethnics, for 
example, now comprise 4% 
ofB.C. 's population , and it is 
easy to appreciate why so 
many politicians spend so 
much time eating dim sum 
and attending Sikh religious 
services. It is also easy to un- The Komagata Marn: A death ship for Sihhs. 
derstand why the province's 
rwo main political parties are so eager to po-
sition themselves as the one bes t able to 
represent the interests of B.C.'s many eth-
nic groups. Not surprisingly, this quest has 
led to bitter battles both inside and outside 
of the legis lature. 

The llash point for the latest eruption was 
a recent debate in the legislature over the 
Social Credit government's f uncling of up-
coming ceremonies to mark the 75th an-
niversary of the Komagata Maru incident. 
The focus of one of the darkest events in 
this province's history, the Komagata Maru 
carried 376 prospective immigrants from 
Hong Kong to Canada; all were British sub-

HARLEY GIFFORD 

Aziz KJ1aki: Not easily i111pn.·s.-;cd . 

WESTERN REPORT, JULY 3, 1989 

jeers and most were Sikhs. The vessel ar-
rived in Vancouver on May 23, 19H, but 
was not allowed to dock. A wall of bigotry, 
racism and insensitivity forced its pas-
sengers to remain aboard, amid horrid con-
ditions, for two months. Finally, on July 23, 
the ship was ordered to leave the harbour. 

Only 20 of the passengers made it ashore. 
Sikhs from across Canada feel passionate-
ly about the episode and are organizing a 
series of events-culminating in the 
planned unveiling of a waterfront plaque, to 
mark its anniversary. Organizers have a 
simple, inexpensive monument in mind, 
and have turned to the three levels of 
government for financial backing. Only the 
provincial government has refused. 

This Socred snub has incensed New 
Demo cratic Party MLA Moe Sihota 
(Esquimalt-Port Renfrew). In a rancorous 
debate in the legislature, Mr. Sihota, Cana-
da's first Sikh MLA, attacked Provincial 
Secretary Bill Reid- the minister responsi-
ble for Multicultural Issues-by drawing a 
comparison between government inaction 
75 years ago and Mr. Reid's refusal to fund 
the plaque now. "For two months [in 1914] 
provincial politicians remained silent on 
the racism and bigotry that was being 
demonstrated in British Columbia. When I 
consider the silence of the minister, I can't 
help but reflect on the comparisons," he 
fum ed. He added it was apparent Socred 
overtures to the ethnic community were 
"done simply as some type of show without 
any follow-up act.ion." 

ln his defence , Mr. Reid cited the govern-
ment's finan cial suppo rt of an educational 
video about the l-:011"1.~<1/a /\turn incident , 
and he lis ted the names of Sikh members 
on his new Adviso,y Committee on Cultur-

among the various cultural 
groups in this province." 

The NOP appear to have 
been the short-term winners 
of the debate in the press, as 
reports centred on the premi-
er's "ugly tone." Meanwhile, 
the Sikh community con-
tinues to press for the fund-
ing. KanwalinderSingh Neel, 
a Richmond high school 
teacher who is helping to or-
ganize the Komagata Maru 
anniversary events, says 
many Sikhs are angry at the · 
Socrcds' intransigence. "It's 
not just the lack of funding, 
but addressing the issue in 
such an insensitive manner 
has offended people . .. If the 
provincial government 

doesn't change its mind now, it will hurt 
them." 

The warning, coming as it does on the 
hee ls of another multicultural mess earlier 
in the spring, is one the Soc reds can't afford 
to treat lightly. A well-connected legislative 
columnist embarrassed the government by 
revealing Mr. Reid's first adviser on mul-
ticultural media relations, Zaher Meghji-
Ahamed, had submitted a report calling for 
the Socreds to "ensure the ethnic media 
potential is more fully exploited" by max-
imizing exposure for the premier and cabi-
net, "while reducing the need for the 
personal appearances at community 
events." With B.C.'s ethnic communities ac-
counting for a projected 4 2% of the popula-
tion by 1995, Mr. Meghji-Ahamed wrote, 
groups such as the Chinese and Indo-
Canadians "can impact significantly the out-

come·of elections, es-
pecially the 16 swing 
ridings on the Lower 
Mainland." The NOP 
had a field day with 
the report, and Mr. 
Meghji-Ahamed's 
appointment has 
been terminated ef-
fective June 30. 

Prov. Sec'y. Reid 
Not surprisingly, 

ethnic community 
reprl-sentJtives such 

as Aziz Khaki , the head of the Vancouver-
based Committee for Racialjustice, have be-
come somewhat cynical about B.C. politi-
cians. He is gratified the politicians have 
begun to recognize the importance of the 
c1hnic vo te . .. But how tk11 rcn.1gnition is 
transfo rmed into commitment is a1101hn 
thing entirely ." he no tes. -Teny O'Ne ill 

• 
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Kom.agata Maru Tragedy Is 
Reminder-Of Canada's Racist Past 

By Hugh Johnston 
-Professor, Dept. of History, 

SFU 

. the summer. Crowds lined the wa- the Komagata Marn is part of the fifteen time as high as anything that 

The Komagata Mam incident of 
1914 belongs to a racist and narrow 
minded past that Canadians have 
not left far behind. In · the· spring of 
1914, a committee of Sikhs, led by 
Baba Gurdit Singh, a wealthy Sikh 
from Singapore chartered the 
steamer Komagata Mam to carry 
Indian immigrants to Canada. They 
had a sense of mission, and they 
called thesteamerGuruNanakJahaz 
after the first Sikh Guru. 

The Komagata Maru arrived in 
Vancouver on May 23, 1914 with 
376 passengers on board. With the 
exception of 20 returning residents 
and the ship's doctor and his family, 
none of the passengers were allowed 
to land. Instead, they were detained 
in Vancouver harbour on the ship 
for two months until July 23, 1914. 
When the passengers would not 
leave Canadian waters without pro-
visions, Canadian officials tried to 
seize the ship by force. When that 
attempt failed, the Canadian gov-
ernment brought a navy cruiser with 
its guns exposed into Burrard Inlet 
and parked it broadside to the 
Komagata Marn. · By this atmos-
phere, un~ntimidated Baba Gurdit 
Singh and his fellow passengers 
negotiated their departure. Only 
when the Canadian. government 
agreed to provision their return · 
voyage did they consent to leave 
without ever putting afoot ashore in 
Canada. 

Vancouver's newspapers carried 
the story of this ship and its passen-
gers on their front pages throughout 

terfront when the Komagata Marn process.. they could earn at home. 
arrived and they returned to gaze at The passengers on the Komagata Some of the passengers came from 
the ship and its passengers when- Maru thoughtthatthey had the right Hong Kong, Singapore, Shanghai 
ever the promise of drama or action to enter Canada because they were or Manila, ports in which they had 
mounted. However, this curiosity British subjects. If citizenship in the been waiting for many months for 
and sense of excitement, did not Britishempiremeantanything,they an opportunity to reach North 
awaken much sympathy among should have ,been able to go any- America.Otherscamedirectlyfrom 
Vancouverites for the ordeal of the where in the empire freely. Sikh their villages in Punjab. As soon as 
passengersortheirdesiretocometo soldiers had served throughout the they heard that Baba Gurdit Singh 
Canada. empire, and Sikh emigrants, many was organizing a voyage to Canada, 

For most of this century, Canada of whom were veterans of the In- these villagers travelled by rail to 
has possessed an exclusionist im- dian army, thought that they should Calcutta and took regularly sched-
migration policy based on race and be able to work wherever the British • uled passages to catch the Komagata 
nationality. The policy had its ori- flag was flying. At the same time, Maru at Hong Kong, Shanghai, 
gins in the 1880s when the Cana- some of them knew that the Cana- Moji, or Yokohama, ports where 
dian government first imposed a dian government did nm concede the Komagata Maru stopped before 
head tax on Chinese immigrants. that right. cros·sing the Pacific. 
Over the next forty years, the gov- The principal device used to ex- None of the passengers met the 
ernmenterected a variety of barriers . elude immigrants from India was continuous passage requirement 
tokeepCanadaa whiteman'scoun- the Continuous Journey Provision becausethevoyageoftheKomagata 
try, and by the 1920s it had articu- of the immigration acts of 1908 and Marn in Hong Kong. Baba Gurdit 
lated a policy that remained intact 1910. Immigration officers had the Singh had tried to get a ship out of 
until after the Second World War. authority to refuse entry to anyone Calcutta, but agents of the Indian 
From the 1920's until the 1950s, who did not come by continuous government had prevented it. Baba 
Canada gave preference to immi- journey from his or her country of Gurdit Singh and the organizing 
grantsfromBritain,France,Ireland, origin. Under pressure from the committee understood the situ-
the white Dominions of the British Canadian government, shipping ation, but' they believed that they 
Commonwealth, and the United companies would not sell through had a strong case and were confi-
States and to the exclusion of all tickets from India to Canada, so it denttheycouldsucceediftheychal-
others except those from Continen- was impossible for anyone to come lenged the Canadian law in court. 
tal Europe (or the wives and chil- from India and meet the require- Mo~toftheotherpassengerssimply 
dren of Canadian residents). ments of the Canadian law. believed that they had a right to land 

Only in 1962didCanadaannounce Ninety percent of the passengers in Canada; . 
a new policy free of racial, religious on the Komagata Maru were Sikhs. The ship. left Hong Kong on April 
or national discrimination. Since. The rest were Hindus and Muslims, 4, and, after stopping at Shanghai. 
then, the composition of our popu- but they ali came from Punjab, the Moji, and Yokohama, reached Wil-
lation, especially in major cities, homeland of-the Sikps. Except for Iiams Head, near Victoria on May 
has changed remarkably, and Cana- two women and four children, the 22. The next morning, when the 
dianshavebeen leamingtoappreci- passengers were men mostly be- Komagata Marn dropped anchor in 
ate the very different society ere- tweentheagesofeighteenandthirty. Burrard Inlet, the passengers were 
ated as a result. As a consequence, Themainattractionforthem to leave dressed and prepared to go ashore, 
we are beginning to reassess our their homeland was to find work in but that was not their fate. The im-
past, giving attention to the story of Canada at wages that were ten or migration officials learned that the 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JO.IN 
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voyage was underfunded, and 
immediately began to delay pro-
ceedings in the expectation that the 
ship could be forced to leave before 
anyone made a decision about the 
passengers right to land. An in-
stallment of $15,000 was due on the 
charter and the passengers did not 
have enough food or money on board 
to sustain a long waiting game. 

While the officials played out this 
strategy, the passengers went with-
out food and water on several occa-
sions for more than twenty-four 
hours. At the same time, the immi-
gration officials held the passengers 
incomm unicato, refusing to allow 
anyone to come on board to talk to 

Harcourt 
.Hosting 

Contd. Page 26 

Dinner for 
Inda-Canadians 

The Leader of Opposition, Mike 
Harcourt, is hosting a dinner for 
Indo-Canadians at the Himalaya 
Restaurenr in Punjabi market on 
Main Streeton Wednesday.July 26, 
between 5-7pm to discuss a number 
of issues. 
Inda-Canadian Ml.A, Mr Moe 

Sihota, will also be present. 
Mr Harcourt and Mr Sihota will 

discuss issues such as education for 
children in the Inda-Canadian 
community, racial prejudice, hate 
literature, the Komagata Maru trag-
edy, low cost housing, day care, 
employment, etc. 
The chairperson for the dinner-

discussion; Bernard Simpson, has 
urged those who wish to attend to 
contact him as soon as possible on 
phone 734-2272 to reserve places as 
space is limited. 

MIKE HARCOURT, LEADER OF THE NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
And MOE SIHOTA, M.L.A. 

MOE SIHOTA, M.L.A. 

PABLA TRADE CENTRE 
HIMALAYA RESTAURANT 
6587 Main Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 

FOR DINNER, WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1989 

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED 

• Education For Your ChBdren 
• Immigration 
• Hate Literature, Racial Prejudice 
• RaGism, Komagata Maru Tragedy 
• Low Cost Housing 
• Day Care 
• Employment 

MIKE HARCOURT, M.L.A. 

NO CHARGE: -
FOR RESERVATIONS 
CONTACT 
BERNARD SIMPSON 
734-2272 

FOR A BETTER FUTURE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY, 
- JOIN THE NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

TIME: 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m . . 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE DINNER 
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KOMAGATA MARU INCIDENT . . 
Full view of the 2,900 , 
ton steamer Komagata \ 
Maru at anchor in the , 

Ya' :· -:~·:•::_· \ :··;:;.:~~t: :·:·~··:?f 
t :· .. Baba Gurdlt Singh with ' -~, 
;l . 

. . . 
• ·· ::3 

J .~--

binoculars, the leader 
· of the 376 passengers 

on the K~magata Maru I Burrard Inlet near Pier 
A (west of Canada Place) 

Vancouver, from 23 May-

'. 1 
. ! ,., - (also named Guru Nanak · 

. ····--· .. Jahaz) . · 
. 23 1914 . 

. 
75th ANNIVERSARY ( 1914 .. 1989 ) 

Seventy five years ago, the Komagata Maru, after a historic voyage, arrived in the Burrard inlet, · 
Vancouver on May 23, 1914 from the Indian-Sub continent. The 376 passengers ( 340 Sikhs, 24 
Muslims, 12 Hindus )were forced to leave on July 23, 1914 under the guard of HMCS Rainbow as a 
result of Canada's Immigration policy of exclusion. To pay homage and commemorate this 
reprehensible incident you are invited to participate in the activities below: 

. JULY 23, 1989 AT 2:00 P.M. 
HISTORICAL GATHERING AT THE FOOT OF BURRARD STREET 

ON CANADA PLACE OVERPASS 
( just west of Canada Place ) 

Highlights: om where th·e Komagata Maru was anchored. 
* Representation by Fed al, Provincial, Municipal Government Officials 
* Reading of Proclamations and h;storical presentation 
* Unveiling of Plaque 
* Cultural Programme and Exhibition 
·* . Aerial presentation 
* Souvenirs and articles 

JULY 23, 1989 AT 10:00 AM 

CP Rail 1 
rail ferry d 
terminal 1 c., 

! _ ... ' . 

_J_ULY 16 • 2~, 1989 6:00 P.M. 8:00 P.M. DAILY . 
Khalsa Diwan Society, 8000 Ross Street, Vancouver 

* Tour of the Sikh Temple 
* Exhibition and articles on Komagata Maru -Incident in English & Punjabi 
* Guru Ka Langor (Vegetarian Meal) · ' 

.JULY 9 - 16, 1989 DAILY . 
* Donations to Food Banks· to be made at all the Gurdwaras across Canada in 
recognition· of the starvation and humiliation the passengers suffered in 
Vancouver. 
This project is organized by: _ 

* Khalsa Diwan Society, 8000 Ross Street, Vancouver, B.C. V5X 4C5 Tel: (604) 322 - 5610 
• Khalsa Diwan Society, 33089 -S. Fraserway, Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 2B1 Tel: (604) 859 - 5665 
* Khalsa Diwan Society, 347 Wood Street, New Westminster, B.C. V3W 5K6Tel:(604) 521 -3111 
* Guru Nanak Sikh Temple, 7050 - 120th Street, Surrey, 8.C. V3W 3M5 Tel: (604) 594 - 4836 

and supported by other Societies across Canada and U.S.A. 
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Maru monument 

- By BARBARA McUNTOCK "Sleazy Moe!" Vander Zalm 
Victoria Bureau called out. When that was 

Debate over a racist incident declared unparlia-
1 in B.C.'s past descended into mentary lan-
iThree Stooges ' guage, he substi-
1 humor yesterday. tu t e d ' ' M e di a 
' On the last day Moe." 
of the legisla- NDP House 
ture's 1989 ses- leader Mark Rose 
sion, Premier Bill scolded the pre-
y a n d e r Z a I m mier for using an 
clashed with New MLA's first name VANDER ZALM 
Democrat M LA in the legislature. 
Moe Sihota over SIHOTA "I appreciate what you said," 
the latter's request for a monu- Vander Zalm shot. back. "I can' t 
ment to the Komagata Maru use first names. I can't use Moe, 
arriving in Vancouver in 1914. nor Curly, nor Larry; it's not 

The ship carried Indians want- parliamentary or proper. I with-
ing to immigrate, but was turned draw in the hope that we may 
away in a display of racism. leave as friends ." 

Rancor arose when Sihota Rose persuaded both sides to 
presented a petition bearing end the rancorous debate "in 
about 1,500 signatures from the the interests of the Christmas 
lndo-Canadian commu ni ty , spirit." 

i 
I 
i 
i 

I 
i 

= requesting a monument. GREAT, Page 35'.-:. 
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C ommemorate the Seventy-Fifth 
Anniversary of the Infamy of the 

British Raj and Canadian Government 
Against the Indian People and the 
People's Heroic Struggle Against State-
Organized Racist Attacks. 

JULY 23, 1989 
DEMONSTRATION 

1:00 p.m. 
Assemble at Robson Square 

March to the Harbour 

RALLY 
5:00 p.m. 

Desh Bhagat Temple, 
5880 Main Street, Vancouver 

MAIN SPEAKER: 
Hardial Bains, Chairman, 

National Council, People's Front, 
Leader of the Communist Party of 

Canada (Marxist-Leninist) 

'D emand that the B.C. and 
Canadian Governments Erect 

Monuments in Victoria and Vancouver 
in Honour of the Victims of the Racist 
Policy of the Canadian Government and 
British Raj in 1914, Before and After. 

D emand that the Canadian 
Government Declare Publicly on 

this Occasion that the Canadian State 
Wil11No Longer Practice or Permit Any 
Form of Racism and Racist 
Discrimination. 



DEMONSTRATION AND RALLY 
ON THE SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EXPULSION OF 

THE PASSENGER SHIP KOMAGATA MARU 
- JULY 23, 1989 -

The expulsion of the passenger ship Komaga-
ta Maru on July 23, 1914 was one of the most 
disgraceful acts of the Canadian government. 
This expulsion was motivated by racism and po-
litical and economic interests. The expulsion was 
so unjustifiable that the government had to use 
arbitrary measures and the courts, immigration 
officials, the police and the navy to mete out its 
extremely anti-people and inhumane treatment. 

Seventy-five years have now passed but has 
the state changed its policy? U nfort:unately, we 
have to say - no. The government would like 
to cultivate the image of a state which has ren- . 
ounced its past ·and which now stands for peo-
ple's rights, democracy, justice, etc. But the facts 
prove something else. The Immigration Act of 
1976 was based on the government's racist 
Green Paper on Immigration, and all the gov-
ernment's changes to the Immigration Act fur-
ther developed its arbitrariness, the practise of 
racism and its economic and political colouring. 

Just take one example: A short time ago, the 
Canadian government signed an extradition 
treaty with the Indian government in order to 
ensure that the soil of Canada is not used either 
as sanctuary from the justice in India or to 
launch attacks against the anti-people govern-r 
ment of India. However, today, External Affairs 
Minister Joe Clark, Prime Minister Brian Mulro-
ney, Minister of Employment and Immigration 
Barbara MacDougall and others are applauding 
the Chinese students and various "dissidents" 
a~d offering them refuge - those who were 
carrying banners inscribed with the slogan 
BLOOD FOR BLOOD. What does it show? It 
shows that Canadian soil can be used to topple 
the government of China but not that of India. 
Furthermore, the Canadian government does 
not even believe that there is a problem of dem-
ocratic rights in India. It does not consider the 
people from that region applying for refugee 
status as bonafide. 

Or take the example of the deadly attacks on 

the uprising of the Palestinian people by the 
Israeli zionist forces. There has been no recalling 
of the Canadian ambassador to Israel or public 
acclaim and encouragement of acts against the 
zionist state. There are many more examples 
which show that the government remains arro-
gant, and uses arbitrary measures in defence of 
its narrow economic and political interests. The 
state organises racist attacks and discriminates 
against progressive and democratic people. The 
case of Comrade Hardial Bains is a striking one. 
He was denied citizenship for more than twen-
ty-four years because he is a Marxist-Leninist, 
and his family and friends have all faced one 
form of attack or the other. 

On this solemn occasion for all the democratic 
and justice-loving people of all national or reli-
gious backgrounds, we must escalate the work 
in defence of our rights. This is the only way to 
honour the victims of the Komagata Maru inci-
dent and ensure that their struggle was not in 
vain. The SOCIETY TO HONOUR THE VIC-
TIMS OF THE KOMAGATA MARU INCIDENT 
calls upon all the democratic and justice-loving 
Canadian people to demand: 

1) That the B.C. and Canadian governments 
erect monuments in Victoria and Vancouver 
in honour of the victims of the racist policy 
of the Canadian and British governments in 
1914, before and after. 

2) That the government declare publicly on this 
occasion that the Canadian state will no long-
er practise or permit any form of racism and 
racist discrimination. 

Join with us on July 23, 1989 to express our 
anger against the violation of people's rights, 
and show our determination to carry forward 
our struggle till final victory. All democratic and 
justice-loving people must unite in support of 
all the victims of injustice, racism, arbitrariness, 
and economic and political attacks by the state. 
AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN INJURY TO ALL! 

For further information, please contact the East Indian Defence Committee or the People's Front, 
324 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C., or P.O. Box 4623, Vancouver, V6B 4K6, Telephone: 681-5020. 
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.Richmond Review, Sunday, July 16, 1989 3 

Sikhs recall 
ship's rejection 

Food is a symbol of hope, 
thanks and sustenance in many 
countries. 

For Canadian Sikhs this 
week it is a reminder of how 
fortunate they are to have 
made a life for themselves in 
Canada. If they'd arrived on 
Vancouver shores July 23, 7 S 
years ago on the Komagata 
Maru, they might not even 
have been so fortunate. 

Back then, Canadians were 
not prepared to welcome 
non-whites into their country 
and human rights was a notion 
reserved for only a few. 

"It was a kind of a dark 
day,'' local Sikh society 
spokesman Pritnam Singh 
Aulakh commented Wednes-
day. recalling the day Canadian 
authorities turned back a 
boatload of would-be Indian 
immigrants. 

For two months in 1914, the 
Komagata Maru was detained 
in Vancouver harbor, with 
many of the passengers going 
hungry for lack of food. Even-
tually they were turned away 
on the grounds that immigra-
tion officers had the authority 
to refuse entry to anyone who 
did not come by continuous 
journey from his or her country 
of origin. The Komagata Maru 
had come from Hong Kong. 

Aulakh says the Sikhs, and 
the few Muslims and Hindus 
who were on board, wanted to 
be treated like other im-
migrants who came to Canada 

in search of a new life. But 
they were disappointed. 

In memory of that event, 
Sikhs across Canada will be 
collecting food for distribution 
to local foodbanks. 

"It's kind of an awareness 
program to make sure ,.. it 
doesn't happen again," Aulakh 
said. 

Like Hong · Kong Chinese 
seeking entry into Britain to-
day, the immigrant Sikhs felt 
they were British subjects who 
had a right to ·come to Canada. 
Many had fought for the Brit-
ish Empire in India. 

On July 23 at 2 p.m., their 
courage in the face of mistrust 
and adversity will be recognized 
during a historical gathering at 
the foot of Burrard Street on 
the Canada Place overpass. 
Dignitaries representing both 
the Vancouver civic and federal 
governments will be on hand to 
unveil a plaque com-
memorating the Komagata 
Maru incident. 

The federal government is 
reportedly prepared to share 
the $7,500 cost of the plaque 
with Vancouver city. 

Food bank donations, which 
will be collected until Sunday 
this week, also recognize a Sikh 
tradition of feeding the hungry 
housed in temples. Aulakh said 
food in temples is always pro-
vided free and members 
prepare and eat the food 
together. 



The Vancouver Sun, Friday, July 21, 1989 *** 

COLIN SAVAGE 
COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE held at Ross Street Gurdwara marks 1914 incident 

Video commemorates 
-·Komagata Mani/event 
By KEVIN GRIFFIN c d ' cli~t to pay homage to our ancestors 
Sun Multiculturalism Reporter ana a S , Who came to Canada to challenge 

-:: As Indo-Canadians across the '. the exclusionary policy of the Can-
-~ou? try commemorate the 75th 1·mage marred· adian &overnment at that time," 
anmversary of the Komagata Maru : Neel said. 

' incident on Sunday, lawyer Ujjal · · "We consider it as an educational 
_Dosanjh hopes a video on the inci- 75 years ago·ft opportunity because if the history is 
:.dent will help educate many more ' not told, the mainstream may think 
Canadians about the events that -l~ the Komagata Maru incident was 
took place in Vancouver Harbor in Canadian soul. We were tryi_ng to not important. But for us it was very 
1914. examine what this kind of event important." 

D OSANJH, a Komagata Maru 
Foundation of Canada director, said 
the 23-minute video uses historical 
photographs to tell the story of how 
and why the Japanese steamer 
Komagata Maru arrived in Vancou-
ver with 376 passengers from India 
and was prohibited from docking for 
two months. 

Called Komagata Maru: A Voyage 
of-Shattered Dreams, Dosanjh said 
th~ f~undati~n -i~ pla~nirtg to h~v~ 
the video· ava:ilable this fall for high 
schools. The foundation has also 
applied for federal funding to cover 

-.the cost of'4>r-eparing instructional 
guides and distribution for a video 
made with $20,000 from the provin-
cial secretary's office. 

Dosanj h said while Canada's 
treatment of ludo-Canadians has 
improved markedly since then, the 
incident holds an important lesson 
for all Canadians about the country's 
past treatment of visible minori-
ties. 

"The intention is to actually make 
people aware of what happened 75 
years ago and make it a focus for dis-
cussion so we make sure we don't 
-repeat the errors of the past," 
Dosanj h said. 
_ "In discussing the title, we talked 
about the film as a jou-rney into the 

means for us as Canadians." During the past week, Sikh socie-
For two months in 1914, the ill- ties throughout Canada have also 

fated Komagata Maru put Vancou- been organizing donation drives to 
ver at the epicentre of the British local food banks. Canadian immigra-
Empire. tion officials in 1914 tried forcing the 

In May of that year, Bhai Gurdit ship to leave Vancouver by refusing 
Singh chartered the Japanese to send food and water to passen-
steamer to challenge Canada's racist gers. 
immigration policy, which effec-
tively barred East Indians despite T 
their being British subjects. HIS PAST week, the Ross 

When it arrived in Vancouver, StreetGurdwara(Sikhhouseofwor-
immigration officials refused to ship) held an evening open house, 
allow the ship to dock. After a flurry featuring free vegetarian food 
of telegrams between Vancouver, served in the Mewa Singh Langar 
Ottawa, London and New Delhi, Hall (dining hall). Mewa Singh was 
attempts to starve the passengers, executed in 1915 for killing William 
court challenges, a battle between Charles Hopkinson, a Vancouver 
passengers and police , and immigration official and intelligence 
numerous newspaper headlines official for India who played a key 
around the world, Bhai Gurdit Singh role in the Komagata Maru inci-
admitted defeat. dent. 

• On Sunday, the society is unveil-w i ing its own plaque to the incident at 
ITH MOST ofits passengers 8000 Ross at 10 a.m. At 2 p.m. more 

still .on board, the Komagata Maru than 5,000 persons are expected to 
finally left Vancouver bound for Cal- attend a Khalsa Diwan Society rally 
cutta on July 23, 1914. at the foot of Burrard Street, just 

Gurdial Singh Neel, event spokes- west of Canada Place, the closest 
man for the Khalsa Diwan Society, spot to where the Komagata Maru 
agreed that one of the important was anchored. 
goals of commemorating the inci- Vancouver Mayor Gordon Camp-
d . t was to educate both Indo.:can- bell declared the past week Koma-
adians and the larger community gata Maru week. The city has also 
about what happened 75 years ago. agreed to install a commemorative 

"We are commemorating the inci- ·plaque:-to mark the historic event. · 
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Canabn 
l} robhtet of Jjriti~b (!Columbia 

t)rodamation 
ELIZABETH THE SECOND, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom, 

C:matla and Her other Realms and Territories, Queen, Head of the 
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith 

~o all to tubom tbrsr presents sball come - dgrreting 
WIIEREI\S Seventy-five years ago, on May 25, 1914, 376 British Subjects of 
Indian origin arrived in Vancouver aboard the Komagata Maru seeking to 
immigrate to Canada and were forced to depart on July 23, 1914, having 
been denied entry: 

/\ND WHEREAS by comm<?inorating this regrettable incident in the history of 
Our Province and Our Country we can learn from the past and resolve that 
such events will not reoccur: 

/\ND WIIEREI\S our Governinent ie committed to the development of a society 
in which inutual respect and understanding are honoured, and which 
differences are respected and traditions are cherished: 

/\ND WHEREAS Our Lieutenant Governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Executive Council, has been pleaeed to direct by Order in Council 
in that behalf that a Proclamation be issued designating July 23, 1989, 
as "Komagata Maru Memorial Day" in British Columbia: 

NOW KNOW YE THAT We do by these presents proclaim and declare that 
July 23, 1989, shall be known as "Komagata Maru Memorial Day" in British 
Columbia. 

IN TESTIMONY WIIERIDF We have caused these Our Letter!! to be inade Patent 
and the Great Seal of Our Province to be hereunto affixed. 

WITNESS The Honourable David C. Lain, Lieutenant Governor of Our Province 
of Brit i eh Columbia, in Our City of Victoria, in Our Province, 
this twentieth day of July, 
in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine and in 
the thirty-eighth year of Our Reign. 

BY COMMAND. 

MINISTER OF TOURISM rum 
PROVINCII\L SECRETI\P.Y 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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The Vancouver Sun, Monday, July 24, 1989 

Komagata 
remembered 
with speeches 
By KEVIN GRIF:FIN 
Sun Multiculturalism Reporter 

As Indo -Ca nadi ans comme -
morated the 75th anniversary of the 
Komagata Maru incident on Sunday, 
Riasat Ali Khan recalled how his 
father helped feed and support pas-
sengers aboard the ill-fated ship. 

Khan said he remembers stories 
his father Amanat Ali Khan, a Mus-
lim who died at age 105 in 1985 in 
Vancou ver, told of how Muslims, 
Hindus and Sikhs would hand over 
their entire paycheques to help buy 
food and supplies for the passen-
gers. 

Those passenger , mainly Sikhs, 
were barred from landing in Canada 
for two months in 1914. 

Sometimes, in an effort to help 
passengers, his father would walk 
from Fraser Mills in Coquitlam to 
the north foot ofBurrard Street, the 
spot closest to where the Komagata 
i\1aru was anchored and the site of 
Sunday', rally . 

.. It was a huge community effort - , 
all the Hindus. Muslims and Sikhs 
worked together," Khan said in an 
interview. 

Khan, president of the Vancouver 
Multicu ltural Society, was one of 
close to 350 Indo-Canadians who 
took part in the rally organized by 
Lo wer Mainland Khalsa Diwan 
societies. It wa 75 years ago to the 
day the Komagata Maru steamer left 
Vancouver harbor bound for Cal -
cu tta with 352 passengers still on 
boa rd . In 1914 , th e Va ncouver 
Khalsa Diwan Society organized 
fo od and suppor t for passenger · 
aboard the ship. 

Federal. provincial and chic poh-
ticians were joined by speaker from 
the lndo-Canadian community to 
point out the imporlanc :l of remem-
bering the events of May 23 to July 
23, 1914. 

MLA Moe Sihota (N DP-Esqui-
mal t-Port Renfrew), the first and · 
only Sikh prov incial politician 1 

elected in B.C., described the day a 
a chance to reflect on the discrimina-
t io n faced by Asians in Canada 
three-quarters of a century ago. 

-~ -
Park commi~ione~ wa2i;{ftt 
plaque for ship incident 

The Komagata Maru incident 
should be commemorated with a 
plaque on city property, Vancou-
ve r park board commissioners 
agreed Monday night. 

Kanwal Inder Singh Neel, presi-
de_nt of the Khalsa Diwan Society, 
said a plaque commemorating the 
incident is now in place at a Sikh 
temple in Vancouver, but a more 
permanent site is needed. 

The Komagata Maru anchored 
in Vancouver's harbor 75 years 
ago this week. More than 300 pas-
sengers were denied entry into 
Canada, and the ship was forced to 
return to India. 
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Plaque commemorating Komagata Maru 75th Anniversary. 

KOMAGATA MARU 
PLAQUE UNVEILED 

By Umendra Singh 
A couple of hunched people gath-

ered at the foot of Burrard Street 
near Canada Place on Sunday, July 
23, to commemorate the departure 
of the steamer Komagata Maru with 
.352 people who were not allowed to 
land in Vancouver simply because 
they were East Indians described as 
,aHindoos" by the Vancouver Sun . 
and Province. 

The fear then was not so much an 
Asian invasion as a "Hindoo inva-
sion." 

The gathering was attended by 
civic and political leaders including 
the Speaker of Parliament, John 
Fraser, BC Liberal leader, Gordon 
Wilson, NDP parliamentarian, 
1v!argaret "' !it-.:hcll, NDP MLAs 
Emery Barnes and Moe Sihota, 
various citycouncillorsand mayors. 

They all came to mark the 7 5th 
anniversary of the day when people 
were not allowed into Canada sim-
ply because they were from India. 

It seemed that nothing had changed 
as far as the sea was concerned. The 
waves were still lapping at the foot 
of Burrard Street where a crowd of 
Indo-Canadians were still gathered 
together to support their people'on 
Komagata Maru. 

If those poor souls on the 
Komagata Maru could see what was 
happening now at the foot of Bur-
rard Street, they would be so proud. 
Proud that Indo-Canadians had 
achieved an equal status in Canada. 

Proud that political leaders, whose 
predecessors had sent gunboats in 
1914 to intimidate them and force 
them out of Canada at gunpoint, 
were now paying homage to them. 

Proud that one of their In do-Cana-

dian sons is now an MLA. 
Proud that there are so many Indo-

Canadians in Canada now and proud 
that so much is being done to re-
member them. 

But a little sad too. Sad because 
whereas in 1914 all the Indo-Cana-
dians had united into one group for 
one common cause, now there are 
so many different groups with so 
many leaders tugging in different 
directions all saying they are doing 
the same thing in different ways. 

The July 23 commemoration near 
Canada Place also saw the unveil-
ing of a "Komagata Maru plaque" 
which will find a permanent place 
somewhere nearby-. 

There was also a photo exhibition 
at Canada Place. 

The various federal, provincial and 
civic politicians spoke in remem-
brance of the passengers of 
Komagata Maru before the plaque 
was unveiled. 

Meanwhile, Indo-Canadian MLA, 
Moe Sihota, continued his fight to 
get the government to commemo-
rate the tragedy in the proper man-
ner by installing a monument until 
the last minute of the legislature 
session. 

Premier Bill Vander Zalm, calling 
Moe Sihota names like "Sleazy 
Moe" and " Media Moe" just as 
steadfastly refused to give an as-
surance that the government would 
give the incident the recognition it 
deserved. 

Moe had presented a petition with 
1,500 Indo-Canadian signatures 
asking for a monument of the trag-
edy. But Bill V ander Zalm refused 
to listen. 
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Sikh ceremony to mark 
fate of Komagata Maru 
BY ROBERT MATAS "We regret incidents of this sort. 
The Globe and Mail They shouldn't happen, but we are 
VANCOUVER looking ahead," he said. 

Kanwal Singh Neel, event co-
Canada's Sikh community, which ordinator, said yesterday in an in-

has felt ostracized by federal and terview that the incident was one of 
provincial politicians for the past the most significant in the history 
18 months, has arranged for a show of the Sikh community in Canada. 
of support this weekend from both 
the federal and British Columbia Hugh Johnston, a history profes-
governments. sor at Simon Fraser University, 

Four Sikh groups in Vancouver said the fate of the Komagata Maru 
have organized a ceremony tomor- is an aspect of Canada's past that 
row to commemorate an incident 75 · has not been acknowledged. "We 
years .ago when a ship filled with had a white-Canada policy for 
would-be immigrants from India .most of this century, and most Ca-
was not allowed to dock at vancou- nadians are not really aware of it." 
ver. The event follows two months The Komagata Maru, with 346 
of activities across Canada to draw Sikhs, 24 Moslems and 12 Hindus 
attention to the fate of the Koma- aboard, arrived at Vancouver on 

·gata Maru. May 23, 1914, but was not allowed to 
Neither federal nor provincial dock. 

cabinet ministers will participate. . Indians were kept out of Canada 
But John Fraser, Speaker of the by regulations that required immi-
House of Commons and the MP for grants to come directly to Canada 
Vancouver South, is to unveil a without stopping in other countries, 
plaque at a Sikh temple that states Prof. Johnston has written in an 
the ship was forced to leave Cana- account of the incident. At the 
dian waters "due to the racist same time, the government put 
immigration policies of the Domin- pressure on shipping companies to 
ion of Canada. " refuse to sell direct tickets. 

Doug Mowat, parliamentary The Komagata Maru, chartered 
secretary to Culture Minister Wil- by a group of Sikhs wanting to 
liam Reid, said yesterday in an in- . move to Canada, picked up passen-
terview that he will represent the · gers in Calcutta, Hong Kong, · 
provincial government to demon- Shanghai and Japan. None met the 
strate that the province · under- continuous-passage requirement. 
stands what happened 75 years ago 
and would not allow history to re- Government officials tried to de-
peat itself. lay proceedings, hoping the ship 

Yesterday the government pro- would be forced to leave because 
claimed tomorrow as Komagata the passengers did not have food or , 
Maru Day; earlier Vancouver money for a long wait. 
Mayor Gordon Campbell declared When the courts backed the au~ 
this to be Komagata Maru Week. thorities' refusal to allow the ship 

Victoria has financed a video on to dock, for a time the ship would 
the 1914 incident that will be dis- not leave Canadian waters, Prof. 
tributed to schools and libraries. Johnston said. Supplied with food 
The Culture Ministry is also con- and water, on July 23 it finally left 
sidering a grant toward a com- for India, where officials saw the 
memorative project in a Vancouver men as dangetous political agita-
park overlooking the harbor. tors and 19 passengers were killed 

Ottawa will be represented by a in a shooting exchange with police. 
senior bureaucrat from the Min- , About 18 months ago, External 
istry of State for Multiculturalism, · • Affairs Minister Joe Clark urged 

Len Westerberg, press secretary elected politicians to boycott events 
for Minister Gerry Weiner, said sponsored by three Canada-based 
Ottawa has contributed $17,800 to- Sikh organizations. He said some 
ward a one-day workshop tomor- members engaged in or promoted 
row on the Komagata Maru, but violent activities, and advocated 
that it is not offering an apology to policies incompatible with Cana-
Canadian Sikhs for past injustices. da's foreign policy. {'- J 
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By DON HAUKA 
Staff Reporter 

The tragedy of the Komagata 
Marn must never be repeated. 

Local Sikhs and politicians 
repeatedly delivered that mes-
sage yesterday at a ceremony to 
mark the 75th anniversary of the 
Komagata Maru's forced depar-
ture from Vancouver harbor. 

About 300 Indo~Canadians 
sang and cheered on Vancou-
ver's waterfront in a tribute to 
the 376 would-be immigrants 
spumed by B.C. in 1914. 

"The purpose of this commem-
oration of the reprehensible inci-
dent is so that (Canadians) can 
learn from the past and resolve 
that such events must never re-
occur," said Kanwal lnder Singh 
Neel, spokesman for the Khalsa 
Diwan Society. 

Speakers warned that, with 
tension rising over immigration, 

Canada must never forget the 
Komagata Marn incident. 

The ship arrived in Vancouver 
May 23, 1914, and sat in the har-
bor for two months. 

The ship, with mostly Sikh pas-
sengers, was not allowed to take 
on food and water, and federal 
authorities refused to allow pas-
sengers ashore. 

Finally, the ship was escorted 
out of the harbor by the Cana-
dian cruiser Rainbow. 

Eighteen of the passengers 
were shot by British troops in a 
dock clash after the ship arrived 
back in Calcutta. 

New Democrat Moe Sihota -
the first Sikh to be elected to the 
B.C. legislature - called the 
Komagata Marn incident "a dark 
day in Canadian history." 

A Vancouver city plaque com-
memorating the event was 
unveiled at the ceremony. 

The Province Monday, July 24, 1989 

B.C. Sikhs commemorate 1914 incident in ceremony yesterday at north foot of Burrard. 
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Portal Park 
(Hastjngs and Thurlow Streets) 

(~:·---~It Dlllll~~i_tl81
', ,. 

........... • ·.... ,. ., ... 1- ~:r.. ., • ?.-, • • • • ., "" ... "" 

i 
(\\ 

By Brian Kieran 
Victoria Bureau 

A new plaque commemorating the 1914 
Komagata Mam incident is "cosmetic pos-
turing" by the Socreds to get back the 
lndo-Canadian vote, charges NOP MLA 
Moe Sibota. 

The plaque, unveiled last night at Portal 
Park in Vancouver, recalls a dark page in 
Canadian history when a shipload of East 
Indian immigrants was refused entry at 
the Port of Vancouver and ordered back 
to India. 

In June 1989 a request by Slbota - the 
only lndo-Canadian in the Legislature -
for government funding for the plaque 
was rejected. 

Premier Bill Vander Zalm sparked an 
-.gly debate when be suggested' tlie' New 
Democrat MLA was using bis race ''abusi_-

vely." · ,1J 
Sibota said the handling of the issue a bv 

year ago offended the Indo-Canadian 
community and the "scars" wouldn't be t 
erased by yesterday's gesture. r 

In the House yesterday, Provincial in 
Secretary Howard Dirks said the decision 
to tum away the Immigrants was "not a 
decision which history and Canadians of 'j. 
today can regard with comfort." · c 

Outside the House, Slbota said many 1' 
Indo-Canadlans felt the premier's tone 
last June "showed a racial bias." '3> 

Sibota added that Dirk's statement was 
"political damage-control a year too late . 
by a government that realizes it is lo serl- . 
ous disfavor in that community." ... z 

After Its initial refusal to fund the _ . 
plaque, the provincial government 
decld~d~ without fanfare, to -split the t)' 
3,000 cost with Ottawa. 
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;Unveiling 
'of plaque 
boycotted 
By KEVIN GRIFFIN 
Sun Multiculturalism Reporter 

An Indo-Canadian group is boy-
cotting today's unveiling of a civic 
plaque commemorating the Koma-
gata Maru incident because it says 
the plaque's wording is needlessly 
"divisive' by mentioning religion. 

Darshan Gill , director of the 
Komagata Maru Foundation of Can-
ada, said referring to the number of 
Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims aboard, 
the ill-fated ship is "completely 
unnecessary, divisive and irreve-
lant. 

"This reference to religion, either 
alone or by numbers, negates the 
po itive effect of any plaque to be 
installed. The passengers never 
came for a religious expedition. 
They came as economic immigrants 
to better themselves," Gill said. 

The plaque is being unveiled at 7 
p.m. at Portal Park across from 1066 
West Hastings in downtown Vancou-
ver. It commemorates the 75th anni-
versary of the refusal by Canadian 
officials to allow most of the ship's 
pa sengers to disembark in Vancou-
ver in 1914. 

The plaque says. in part: "On May 
_12, 1914, 376 British subjects (12 

· Hindus·, 24 Muslims and 340 Sikhs) 
of Indian origin arrived in Vancou-

·ver Harbor ~board the Kom~gata 
Maru , seeking to enter Canada. 
Three-hundred and fifty-three of · 
_the passengers were denied entry 
and _ for'ced to depart on July 23, 
1914." 

Vancouver Ald. Sandra Wilking 
said she was disappointed at the 
boycott. 

Wilking said "the race relations 
committee worked with the Indo-
Cariadian community to come up 
wilh an acceptable wording to· as 

. many people as possible. We Md a 
consultative process and that was 
-the outcome. Unfortunately, not 
-everyone is going to be happy." 

Kanwal Singh Neel, plaque coor-
dinator for the Khalsa Diwan 

ociety, said rather than being divi-
ive, identifying Komagata Maru 

passengers by religion shows the dif-
ferent religions cooperated despite 
the pressure and discrimination 
they faced together for months. 

''This is not just a Sikh issue - we 
wanted to show that people from dif-
ferent religions could live together," 
·he said. 

The federal and provincial 
governments are each paying for the 
$3,000 plaque. with the city depos-
iting $500 to the park board for 
maintenance and cleaning, accord-
ing to a report to council. 
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Outburst over plaque 
recalled by NDP MLA 
By KEITH BALDREY 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - A bitter outburst 
levelled at New Democratic Party 
MLA Moe Sihota last year by Pre-
mier Bill Vander Zalm clouded the 
government's announcement in the 
legislature Wed-
nesday that it 
will participate 
_in the funding 
and unveiling of 
a plaque comme-
mo rat i ng the 
Komagata Maru 
incident. 

Sihota (Esqui-
malt-Port Ren-
frew) said he SIHOTA 
wished he could simply offer the 
government his congratulations but 
felt it necessary to draw attention to 
last year's incident in the legisla-
ture. · 

Last year, Vander Zalm accused 
Sihota of inciting tensions in B.C.'s 
Sikh community because he critic-
ized the government for not allotting 
funds for a plaque commemorating 
the Komagata Maru incident. 

The incident occurred in 1914 
when a sh:pload of East Indian refu-
gees was turned back by B.C. auth-
orities after it was held in Vancou-
ver harbor for two month . The ship 
wa then sent back to India, where 
British police - believing those 
aboard were anti-British - fired 
upon the passengers, killing or 
injuring dozens. 

The B.C. government has now 
agreed to split with the federal 
government. the co t of the $3,000 
plaque, unveiled Wednesday at 1066 
West Hastings in Vancouver. 

"" 

About 200 people attended the 
ceremony, including Mayor Gordon 
Campbell and MLA Grace McCarthy 
(SC-Vancouver-Little Mountain). 

Hari Sharma, president of the 
K~magata Maru Historical Society, 
said the plaque is of great symbolic 
importance to ludo-Canadians. 

"It's important for us, the descen-
dants of the people of the Indian 
sub-continent because it commemo-
rates our pioneer . It commemo-
rates the sacrifices they made to 
open up the gates for us." 

Wednesday, Sihota, a Sikh, told 
the house Vander Zalm's comments 
last year offended parts of the Indo-
Canadian community, and left scars 
that still remain.· 

"Those statements have left the 
Indo-Canadian community unset-
tled and in many quarters, offended. 
The scar left by those actions will 
heal inevitably over time, but they 
will not be healed exclusively by one 
statement made in the legislature," 
Sihota told the house. 

"I think we all understand why the 
government is making the statement 
that it is today," he said. 

"l wi h that I could simply con-
gratulate the government for the 
statement without having to make 
reference to events that have tran-
spired in this house, and particularly 
the events of last year when we wit-
nessed an unnecessary .outburst by 
the premier of this province." 

Last year, after Vander Zalm' 
attack in the house, Sihota mailed 
the premier's comments to Indo-
Canadians in Richmond - Vander • 
Zalm's own riding - which caused 
V antler Zalm to again attack Sihota 
in the legislature. 8 _ 



Dispute Over Wording Of 
Komagata Maru Plaque 

A plaque commemorating the 
Komagata Maro tragedy was un-
veiled at Portal Park in downtown 
V ancouveron Wednesday evening, 
May 23. 

It marks the 75th anniversary of 
Canada'sracistgunboatdiplomacy 
when more than 376 people of 
Indian origin, mainly Sikhs, were 
not allowed to land in Vancouver 
from their ship, the Komagata 
Maro. 

Their vessel waspushedout into 
the open sea by a gun boat of the 
Canadian navy on orders from the 
Canadian government. · 

The federal and provincial gov-
ernments are paying $3,000 each 
for the plaque. 

The Vancouver City has paid 
the park board $500 for mainten-
nance and cleaning of the plaque. 

But one Inda-Canadian organi-
sation, the Komagata Maro Foun-
dation of Canada, boycotted the 
unveiling ceremony saying the · 
reference to the number of Sikhs, 
Hindus and Muslims who came on 
the ship was divisive and unneces-
sary, 

"On May 12, 1914, 376 British 

subjects ( 12 Hindus, 24 Muslims 
and 340 Sikhs) of Indian origin 
arrived in Vancouver Habor aboard 
the KOllllajl(ata 

MOESIHOTA 
enter Candaa . There hundred and 
fifty-three of the passengers were 
denied entry and forced to depart 
onJuly23, 1914,"partoftheplaque 
reads. 

The other Inda-Canadian or-
ganisations, including the KhaJsa 
Diwan Society, are happy with the 
plaque and its wording. 

lndo-Canadian MLA, Moe 
Sihota, claims the plaque is "cos-
metic posturing by the Socreds to 
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get back the Indo-Canadian votes. 

.In June 1989 a request by Sihota 
for government funding for the 
plaque was rejected and premier 
Bill V ander Zalm accused Sihota 
of using his race" abusively." 

Sihota said the handling of the 
issue a year ago offended Indo-
Canadian community and the 
"scars" can't be erased by unveil-
ing the plaque now. 

· In the legislature , provincial 
secretary Howard Dirks said the 
decision to turn away the immi-
grants in 1914 was "not a decision 
which history and Canadians of · 
today can regard with comfort." 

Sihota said that Dirk's statement 
was " political damage control a 
year too late by a government that 
realizes it is in serious disfavor in 
that community." 

He said many Inda-Canadians 
felt the premier's tone last June 
"showed a racial bias." 



_
j 

1-z z <
{ 

a. a: <
{ 

0 <
{ 

0 <
{ 

z <
{ 

0 C') 
C') 

----· 

r 

u 
li,1oijr~~il:'6~ ti 

~~,, If ~,Hi~ t,rt 'i ~16 
f J ~:u Pi 

I 

rn f!'ii· 11;1g!!.U . 1;~ . !ilf 1»•1.l:f~ ~f,tii. n
1f 

~,~J;° 
· it! i ·t e 11 ;~ ti-!! l ~; 

1!, 11 ~1 ti .l?f it i ,; 1· 11 ~ J J. ! ! 1, ii 1 i 
:"".m .m 'Ii, ,E ti 

H
 

-h 1 !:t~ 
1 h 1c ~i 

1i> 
'W

 i .r 1i 
't ! ~ 1 

·U 'Iii 
'le 

. ri: I -
•tea f

~
 tn •tea 

-~ 
ti: m

 rw 
-

) i 15 
15 

i i 
-

.; J! 
J!!'. 

. 

.! i Tu i l, i -~ ] ; i fl i i. i 
t I I I !.1 jg, ,m ! i i ';i I 1 i l t ! i l ! f . 

ti l -~ rot.: i c 1 Ii, ::: :"" U
 !_ 

! !_ 
t rl t ,m 

'Iii .r 111 :r ! ·u.,, l 
t"' t, l 

h
t U

1
 

· &! 1~ 
'Ii, 

.~
,~

 
-

!ti 
u 

.~ 
Jl t . 

S,111 f;l 
l~li l 1li_! ~Ji~f~!j 

]!,w lii,"",""!l-ro 
~1J~~jtg;i~t!l'1ii-~~ 

l 
!. l '.tr 

,P; 1 
'~ 'Iii 

I i l i 
16 ? ' fo 1 f ! 1 

[ 
l [ i, I ]. 

l 
_I» 

.~ J 
,h

 
1-11 ,P; J!J I~ i -i 1 

,~ f 
'Ii, 

i ,h
i 1 n .~ 

.n i 
f; 1 

d 1 . th
 

: 
' 

l-
I 

[
li .. 

1og itui:u;~ 
!g 1:11~:m rq~;u 

:U
~j 

~
q

c
 l! ~·im re 

~1 r .r,mlli, 
'1ii'""~jg•ll>~t'""li,[1ii 1 

;· qi:~ Ii L ' i i j f ii .m j t i j 
i 

.. i i i i ii i Ii, 
:"" ! i 1.1» \U,j 1 h f ! !g J: l ! ; ii~ l i i I : ;! i 

~itil! t!! ii t,fi!1jj! ,;i1fll~~i,~J 1 :,·1i_ lifm!i!:J ilBlli: r!!i!t:1i't~i 
4

' 
.
.
 i r 

:(! ·1: l.l 
' t l ; ! ; t 

I -
'Iii ' :; Ji , l ·~ 

1 t . !. 
,m 

{ ! l 
l 

1
, l 

'll: h i '~ f'' 
p: t ,I!? r Ml 'i ,I!'" s p ,u 1 ·-15 

,ic,! •r -~ t; j 1 I 1 l 1 I ] t] 
j j l! i_ 

Ii, 
i i i i 

.~ l 
t t i ! Ii, ! i 

l 1; 
1 'h

 t 
1: t i f :ffi r~ ,ic, 1 ] i :f! 

?i tiiJ 1~i ~it i,~iif,ilf ii;.1ij f;:m ~!~Ji t1;.b .m
~!w 1f: ~1! 1;;1)!;~ ~i;j!iJ t~i!,ii 

,u h d
i i l 

1-l .Ill .n .h
 i .n 

t 
:ffi I 'Iii 

i ,h
 Ji i 

i a;;. 1c t 
i 

d 
iw ,ic,j &! .re 

.I! 'Ii: t t ,d u 
u 

t JU'i ""'1 ,n 
r-1 


	2020_04_004_086 (2)
	2020_04_004_087 (2)
	2020_04_004_088 (2)
	2020_04_004_089 (2)
	2020_04_004_090 (2)
	2020_04_004_091 (2)
	2020_04_004_092 (2)
	2020_04_004_093 (2)
	2020_04_004_094 (2)
	2020_04_004_095 (2)
	2020_04_004_096 (2)
	2020_04_004_097 (2)
	2020_04_004_098 (2)
	2020_04_004_099 (2)
	2020_04_004_100 (2)
	2020_04_004_101 (2)
	2020_04_004_102 (2)
	2020_04_004_103 (2)
	2020_04_004_104 (2)
	2020_04_004_105 (2)
	2020_04_004_106 (2)
	2020_04_004_107 (3)
	2020_04_004_108 (2)
	2020_04_004_109 (2)
	2020_04_004_110 (2)
	2020_04_004_111 (2)
	2020_04_004_112 (2)
	2020_04_004_113 (2)
	2020_04_004_114 (2)
	2020_04_004_115 (2)
	2020_04_004_116 (2)
	2020_04_004_117 (2)
	2020_04_004_118 (2)
	2020_04_004_119 (2)
	2020_04_004_120 (2)
	2020_04_004_121 (2)
	2020_04_004_122 (2)
	2020_04_004_123 (2)
	2020_04_004_124 (2)

