
AN EXHIBITION: 

KOMAGRTA MRRU 
A STORY IN PICTURES 

Upon arrival on 23 May, 1914, Maru's passenger dressed 
to go ashore, - Gurdlt Singh, foregroun d l eft , w ith hi s 
son, Balwant, and to his lert, DalJ It Singh. Ar ter t h is 
voyage, Gurdlt Singh became an activist In t he Indian 
independence struggle. 
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AN EXHIBITION: 
KOMAGATA MA8U 

A STORY IN PICTURES 

Seventy five years ago, the arrival of Komagata Maru 
wrote a vital chapter in the Canadian history. India being a part 
of the British Empire at the time, Indians considered it their 
right to enter Canada. To challenge unjust Canadian immigration 
laws, restricting their entry, they chartered Komagata Maru and 
arrived in Vancouver, with 376 passangers on board, on May 
23rd 19 14. But the Canad ian government stood firm on its 
discri minatory policies base d on race. For two months the 
authorities he ld at bay the Passengers' effort to land. Finally on 
July 23rd, with the help of HMCS Rainbow, Komagata Maru was 
forced to leave the Canadian waters. 

The Komagala Maru Photo Eihibition depicts this 
tragedy. While it shows the hardships and ill-treatment suffered 
by bur forefathers it also reveal their determination and courage 
to fight injustice. This determination and courage is our heritage. 

· To share this heritage and to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of Komagata Maru, Vancouver Sath present this 
photo exhibition. We feel that the memory and spirit of this 
heritage is very significant for Canadians. By remembering those 
who stood up against injustice we can better equip ourselves in 
our efforts to build a better future for mankind. 

The MIiitia force was called out to Intimidate the 
passengers on Komagata Maru. The force Included the 
members or the Irish Fusiliers, the 72nd Seafor t h 
Highlanders and the Sixth Regiment ( The Duke or 
Connaught's Rlrles). 



Heporters on Komagata Maru w ith Malcolm Reid, M.P. 
Steven and WIiiiam Char les Hopkinson (far right). 
Hopkinson, sent by the British to spy on Indian 
nationalis t s In North Ameri ca, worked as an 
Immigrati on offi cer and Interpre t er for the Canadian 
Immigration Department. 

( 
1 For Information: 437- 9014 or 581-3211 I 
Vancouver Sath 

Vancouver Sath, formed in early 1983, is a collective of 
Pun jabi writers and ar tists. Among Sath.s objectives are to 
consciously create and promote theatre and literature about 
Inda-Canadian community. The poetry, songs, articles, plays, and 
video produced by Sath are about community life of Indo-
Canadians. The photo exhibition of Komagata Maru is an integral 
part of Sath's ongoing activities. 

Vancouver Sath have produced this exhibition to 
contribute to the various activites planned by the Inda-Canadian 
community to commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
[omagata Maru. Additional activities such as translation and 
publication of old documents and production of plays about 
Komagata Maru are also part of Sath 's ongoing efforts. 

Brochure prepared for Vwwws.dl by Sadhu Binoiog and 
Sutbwant Handal 
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